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Office  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  October  20th,  1882. 
To  His  ExceUcit<y,  Hon.  Rufus    W.   Cobb,  ^ 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama  : 
In  compliance  with  section  28  of  an  act  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of 
rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,"  approved  February  26th, 
1S8I,  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Rail 
Road  Commissioners  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Preset  R.  R.  Commission  of  Alabama. 


Office  of  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama, 

MoxTGOMBRY,  Ala.,  Octobcr  20th,  1882* 

To  His  Excellency,  Hon,  Rufus  W,  Cobb, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama: 

In  obedience  to  section  18  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of 
rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  railroads  in  this  State,"  approved  February  26th, 
1881,  the  undersigned,  the  Rail  Road  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Alabama  respectfully 
make  this  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882, 

We  follow  the  order  of  events  in  our  first  annual  report  by  next  rep>orting  what  was  done 
bvusin  reference  to  the  revision  of  the  passenger  and  freight  tariffs  of  each  of  the  several 
^l  road  companies  of  this  State..  Preliminary  to  this  there  was  much  work  and  considera- 
ble unavoidable  delay. 

The  subject  of  revising  these  tariffs  had  engaged  our  attention  as  soon  as  we  entered  upon 
our  duties,  and  from  that  time  until  it  was  accomplished  we  continued  to  direct  our  efforts 
to  Its  consumation  as  soon  as  this  could  possibly  be  done  in  the  manner  contemplated  and 
directed  by  the  statute. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  statute  indicates  what  the  Legislature  intended  to  be  the  basis  of 
^**«  rates,  as  fixed  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission.     It  provides  : 

"That  no  rates  or  charge  for  service  in  the  transportation  of  freight  over  any  rail  road 
^naf!  be  held  or  considered  extortionate  or  excessive  under  any  proceeding  under  this  act  if 
'I  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  net  earnings  of  such  rail  road  for  transporting  freights 
i>  done  without  such  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  such  rate  or  charge,  together  with  the  net 
earnings  from  the  passenger  and  other  traffic  would  not  amount  to  more  than  a  fair  and  just 
return  on  the  value  of  such  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments." 

But,  as  will  be  seen,  to  arrive  at  what  would  be  "  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of 
*^ch  railroad,   its  appurtenances  and  equipments"  from  **the  net  earnings  of  its   passenger 
ind  other  traffic"  rendered  it  indispensably  necessary  tluit  before  undertaking  to  revise  these 
wins,  the  Rail  Road  Commissioners  should  have  reliable  knowledge  of  the  value  of  each  of 
™^  rail  roads,  their  appurtenances  and  equipments;  and   further  that  they  should  seethe 
«niFs  they  were  to  revise,  and  also  the  special  rates  of  each  rail  road,  and  its  entire  traffic 
™«»nes8,  and  gross  and   net  earnings  and  expenses,   and  from  these  and  other  sources  of 
'worniation  to  prepare  and  compile  for  each  rail  road  such  revised  passenger  and  freight 
Lanffs  as  would  allow  to  each  of  these  railroads  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of  such 
fail  road  its  appurtenances  and  equipments."     During  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  1881 , 
every  rail  road  company  in  the  State  was  called  on  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  furnish 
this  information  of  its  own  affairs. 

The  accumulation  of  this  information  would  have  required  considerable  time  if  the  rail 
foad  companies  had  entered  cheerfully  upon  the  work  of  furnishing  it  as  soon  as  they  were 
f^uested  to  do  so  by  the  Commissioners.  But  they  did  not  do  this  and  could  not  be 
^^pected  to  do  so.  Some  of  them  denied  the  authority  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to 
^wjuesl  it  of  them,  and  took  the  ground  that  under  their  charters  their  business  could  not  be 
'plated  in  this  manner  by  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  informed  us  that  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  us,  they  would  furnish  the  information,  though  they  desired  us  to  distinctly  under* 
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stand  that  in  doing  so  they  waived  none  of  their  legal  rights  under  their  charters.  Others 
protested  agsyn^t  oui;  right  undar  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land  to  call  on  them  for 
such  information's  an  «nyjpKjnjo{  their  private  business  rights.  Those  who  neither  denied 
our  authority  *rtor  {I>r6te6t$d  *ag*2unst  its  exercise,  informed  us  that  they  were  ovei^whelmed 
with  othef  ^u^in^^s^ticitf  ^Quldlfurnisli'ps  this  information  as  soon  as  they  could  do  so  con- 
sistetftjy,  &vSt}ibix«^liiiic7i^  |l;L^iXT>thQP* business.  This  excuse  of  bemg  overwhelmed  with 
other  busmess  was  made  by  all  of  them  as  a  ground  of  delay  in  forwarding  to  us  this  infor- 
mation. 

We  entered  into  no  discussions  with  any  of  them  as  to  the  right  and  authority  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction,  but  while  we  were  occupied  with  other  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  other  duties  under  this  statute,  we  continued  to  repeat  our  requests  from 
time  to  time  to  each  of  them  to  furnish  us  this  information.     Some  of  them  commenced 
furnishing  us  this  information  in  the  last  of  April,  others  in  May,  but  we  had  not  received 
the  tariffs  of  all  the  companies  which  we  were  required  by  the  statute  to  revise,  until  after 
the  1st  of  June,  1881.     Knowing  the  connection  that  existed  between  these   railroads  very 
generally  in  their  business  with  each  other,  and  the  similarity  in  many  respects   of  their 
business,  we  had  determined  not  to  revise  tlie  tariffs  of  any  rail  road  company  until  we  had 
all  the  tariffs  of  every  rail  road  company  in  the  State  before  us,  and  had  examined  and  con- 
sidered each  of  them.     Before  we  succeeded  in  obtaining  all  the  information  we  desired,  we 
could  have  had  litigation  with  several  of  these  companies  respecting  the  obtaining  of  it,  but 
we  did  not  desire  to  have  any  squabbles  and  controversies  with  them  in  the  courts,  for  we 
were  fiatisfied  that  if  there  was  anything  of  the  kind  it  would  be  productive  of  still  greater 
delay  in  revising  the  tariffs  of  the  rail  road  companies.     Litigation  would  have  suspended 
the  administration  of  the  statute,  until  that  litigation  was  finally  decided — and  this  we  did 
not  desire. 

While  we  were  being  subjected  to  these  delays  and  embarrassments  in  administering  this 
^  statute  by  these  rail  road  companies,  their  "  free-pass"  partisans,  their  "  special  rate"  favor- 
ites, and  the  favored  few  to  whom  they  were  giving  secret  rates,  lower  than  to  the  public 
generally,  were  not  idle.  They  were  active  in  endeavoring  to  foment  popular  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  statute,  and  with  its  administration  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission,  and  to  pre- 
pare the  public  mind  for  the  failure  of  its  administration,  and  for  the  refusal  of  some  of  the 
companies  to  adopt  the  revised  tariffs  when  prepared  and  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
eione FN  :  ;ind  jn  thoe  rt'sp;jct:>  they  were  aided  by  a  few  noisy  demagogues  who  are  always 
ready  to  seize  upon  and  :;>sail  a  statute,  or  an  administration  that  they  believe  will  be 
unpopular.  The  pi:rpose  and  character  of  all  this  was  so  manifest  that  it  failed  to  mislead 
any  of  the  rail  road  companies  into  collision  with  the  Rail  Road  Commission. 

When  we  had  in  this  manner  and  under  these  circumstances  accumulated  the  necessary 
information  to  enable  us  intelligibly  and  understandingly  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  exam- 
ining and  considering    these  rail  road    tariffs    with   a  view    to  revising  them  and  the 
tariff's    of     the     rail    road     companies    were    before    us,    we     spent     all     the    month 
of  June  and   a   considerable   portion  of   the  month   of  July,   1881,    in  examining   and 
considering  these  tariffs  with    reference  to  what   they   were,    and  what  they  ought  to 
be  when  revised  by  us  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  statute.     This  itself  required  laborious 
and  painstaking  work.     There  are  about  thirteen  hundred  different  articles  of  freight  in  the 
first  five  or  six  classes  of  freight  in  each  of  these  rail  road  freight  tariffs  according  to  their 
classifications.     Besides  these,  there  is  in  every  such  freight  tariff,  some  articles  of  freight 
not  embraced  in  these  clasj-es  and  which  arc  called  special  articles  of  freight.     After  havini; 
made  this  examination,  and  given  each  of  these  tariffs,  freight  and  passenger,  this  considera- 
tion, and  prepared  an  outline  of  what  in  our  opinion  with  tlie  lights  then  before  us  ought  to 
be  the  changes  and  reductions  in  each  of  these  tariffs,  we  notified  each  of  the  rail  road 
companies  of  this  State  of  the  days  we  had  fixed  for  the  revision  of  their  tariffs  respectively. 
This  revision  commenced  on  the  19th  day  of  July  and  ended  on  the  27th  day  of  Augii^^ 
in  the  year  1881,  and  during  this  period  we  revised  the  freight  and  passenger  tariffs  of  every 
rail  road  operated  in  this  State.     At  this  revision  of  its  tariffs,  each  of  these  rail  road  com- 
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panics  dxcept  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  was  represented  by  some 
one  or  more  of  its  principal  officers,  usually  its  cheif  passenger  and  freisfht  agents,  and  we 
gave  all  of  them  a  full  hearing,  and  considered  the  arguments  and  information  which  they 
produced  before  us,  and  in  many  instances  we  changed  some  of  the  calculations  we  had 
previouslj  made,  when  we  saw  that  their  error  was  demonstrated  by  the  information  fur- 
nished by  these  rail  road  officers.     As  we  have  stated j  The  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St. 
Louis  Railway  Company  was  not  represented  before  us  by  any  of  its  officers  or  agents. 
Thit  Tzil  road  has  but  a  small  portion  of  its  line  in  Alabama  :  and  although  a  splendid  rail 
road,  with  its  track  in  most  excellent  condition,  and  operated  by  fine  rolling  stock,  with  the 
latent  modem  appliances  and  equipments,  yet  the  portion  of  its  road  in  Alabama  is  not 
remunerative  in  its  local  traffic. 

After  we  had  revised  the  passenger  and  freight  tariffs  of  several  of  the  rail  road  com- 
panies without  any  objection  being  made  to  our  Jurisdiction,  we  reached  the  Mobile  &  Ohio 
Rail  Road  Company.  'I'his  was  one  of  the  companies  that  supposed  that  its  charter  placed 
it  beyond  State  supervision  or  regulation.  It  appeared  before  us  by  its  counsel  as  well  as 
bv  its  general  freight  and  passenger  agent.  The  following  extract  from  the  record  of  our 
Minutes  will  show  what  then  occurred  : 

Office  of  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  July  27th,  1881. 

Wednesday,  10  a.  m. 

The  Commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  its  office  in  the  city  of  Montgomery, 
on  this  the  27th  day  of  July,  1881,  at  10  o^clock  a.  m.  There  were  present  Walter  L. 
Bragg,  President,  and  Jas.  Crook  and  Chas.  P.  Ball,  Arsociate  Commissioners,  when  the 
I'ollowing  proceedings  were  had,  to-wit : 


The  Commission  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  revision  of  the  passenger  and  freight 
tariffs  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company,  and  pursuant  to  notice,  C.  J.  Waller 
E^.,  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  of  said  company,  and  E.  L.  Russell,  Esq.,  Gen- 
eral Solictor  of  said  compr^ny  appeared  before  the  Commission  to  represent  said  company. 

And  thereupon  the  said  E.  L.  Russell,  Esq.,  as  General  Solicitor  of  said  company,  pre- 
sented to  the  Comnrission  a  paper,  which  was  read  and  which  was  in  these  words 

The  State  of  Alabama, 

July  27th,  1881. 

To  the  Honorable    Commission  • 

of  the  State  of  Alabama  : 

While  the  management  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  desire  to  agree  and 
co-operate  with  your  honorable  Commission  in  the  performance  of  your  duty  as  prescribed 
by  the  act  creating  said  Commission,  yet  the  management  of  said  road  does  not  waive  any 
ot*  its  powers  or  rights  conferred  upon  the  said  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  in  the 
12th  section  of  its  charter  passed  February  3d,  1848. 
Signed,  A.  L,  RIVES,  Attorney  and  Agent  of  W.  BUTLER  DUNdAN, 

Trustee  and  Receiver  of  the  M.  &  O.  R.  R., 

By  E.  L.  RUSSELL. 
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On  motion  of  said  £.  L.  Russell ,  Esq.,  it  was  ordered  by  the  Commission,  that  the  fore- 
jgoing  paper  be  spread  upon  the  minutes,  and  that  said  paper  be  filed  by  the  Clerk. 

And  the  Commission  then  gave  notice  to  said  company  through  the  said   E.    L..    Russell. 
Esq.,  and  the  said   C.  J.  Waller  that  the  Commission  had  considered  all  the  questions 
involved  in  said  paper,and  were  of  the  opinion  that  under  the  law,  the  ComtnisRion  had 
power  to  revise  the  passenger  and  freight  tariffs  of  said  company,  and  it  was  the  dut v  of  the 
Commission  to  do  so,  and  that  the  Commission  had  the  opinion  in  writing  of  Hon.  Henry 
C  Tompkins,   Attorney -General  of  Alabama,  to  this  effect,  and  the  Commission  also  gave 
notice  to  said  company  through  the  said  E.  L.  Russell,  its  general  solicitor,  and  the  said 
C  J.  Waller  its  general  freight  and  passenger  agent,  that  the  Commission  would  re\'i6e  the 
freight  and  passenger  tariffs  of  said  company,  but  in  making  the  said  revision  the  Com- 
mission did  not  intend  to  waive  and  did  not  thereby  waive  any  right  which  the  State  of 
Alabama  had,  for  any  cause  now  existing  or  which  may  hereafter  exist,  to  take  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  its  own  name  and  at  its  own  instance  or  in  its  own  name  at  the  instance  of  anv 
private  person  or  corporation  for  the  judicial  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  the  said  Mobile  di 
Ohio  Rail  Road  Company. 

And  thereupon  the  Commission  heard  statements  from  the  said  C.  J.  Waller  as  such  general 
fre^ht  and  passenger  agent  respecting  the  passenger  and  freight  tariff  of  said   company, 
Mad  also  upon  the  same  subject  from  the  said  E.   L.  Russell,  Esq.,  afler  which  the  Commis- 
sion proceeded  to  revise  and  did  revise  the  passenger  and  freight  tariffs  of  said   company 
inrhich  was  done  in  the  following  manner :      The  Commission  on  separate  sheets  of  paper 
made  the  changes  which  in  their  judgment  were  necessary  to  avoid  unjust  discrimination  and 
to  reduce  said  tariff  to  just  compensation,   which  changes  having  been  examined  and  con- 
sidered by  said  C.  J.   Waller  as  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  of  said   company 
were  accepted  by  him  for  said  company.      The  Commission  then  handed  to  said  general 
freight  and  passenger  agent  for  said  company  a  copy  of  all  of  said  changes,  and  also  a 
notice  in  writing,  that  said  tariffs  as  revised  must  be  printed  by  said  company  and  two 
.copies  of  the  same  presented  to  the  Commission  for  examination  and  certificate  within  fifteen 
4iays  from  this  date,  and  that  said  revised  freight  tariff  must  go  into  effect  on  the  1  st  day  of 
September  next,  and  that  said  passenger  tariff  as  reduced  by  said  company  to  four  cents  per 
mile  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1881,  and  now  existing  and  approved  by  the  Commission, 
should  continue  in  efiect  without  change. 

The  Commission  kept  one  copy  of  every  such  paper  so  handed  said  general  freight  and 
passener  agent  as  a  record  of  the  office,  and  for  public  information,  to  which  reference  if^ 
hereby  made  for  a  full  and  complete  explanation  of  this  minute  entry,  the  said  tariffs  being 
of  such  shape  and  so  voluminous  that  they  can  not  be  transcribed  upon  the  minutes. 


W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 
A.  M.- Baldwin,  Clerk. 


This  was  the  first,  last  and  only  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  which  was  in  any 
manner  offered  by  any  rail  road  company  during  the  revision  of  these  tariffs  by  the  Com- 
mission. But  other  events  occurred  of  a  different  character  which  will  illustrate  the  ques- 
'tioos  involved  in  these  revisions,  and  as  such  we  report  them. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  operates  eight  rail  roads  in  Alabama. 
Beftire  and  at  the  time  we  commenced  the  revision  of  the  tariffs  of  the  other  rail  roads,  the 
passenger  tariffs  on  all  the  rail  roads  of  the  State  was  five  cents  per  mile,  except  the  Ala- 
IsAma  Great  Southern  which  was  four  cents    per  mile,  and  the  Tuskegee  Narrow  Guage 
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wbkh  was  about  ten  cents  per  mile.    But  when  the  Louisville  k  Nashville  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany saw  that  we  had  put  the  passenger  fares  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  the 
Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  and  the  Ala- 
bama Great  Southern  Rail  Road  each  at  three  cents  per  mile,  then  that  enterprising  com- 
pany suddenly  on  the  first  day  of  August  1881,  and  only  a  few  days  before  the  tariffs  of  its 
eight  Alabama  rail  ruads  were  to  be  revised  by  us  according  to  previous  notice,  put  into 
effect  a  new  passenger  tariff  over  all  these  eight  rail  roads  by  which  it  fixed  its  passenger 
fares  on  each  of  them  as  follows  : 
Strait  unlimited  ticket  6  cents  per  milb. 
Limited  ticket  4  cents  per  mile. 
Round  trip  ticket  3}^  cents  per  mile. 

Thus  revising  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  instead  of  being  revised  by  it.  To 
the  mere  manner  of  this  we  did  and  could  have  no  objection,  but  it  was  none  the  less  our 
duty  to  examine,  consider  and  revise  it.  • 

When  the  tariffs  of  these  eight  rail  roads  came  up  for  revision  before  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
mission of  Alabama,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  insisted  on  its  new 
passenger  tariff  being  low  enough,  and  as  low  as  the  service  could  be  done.  Here  was  a 
field  for  enquiry  and  light. 

A  protracted  discussion  on  this  subject  ensued  between  Mr.  C.  P.  Atmore,  General  Pas- 
»:nger  Agent  of  that  company  on  one  side,  and  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  on 
the  other,  an  illustration  of  which  may  be  seen  from  the  concluding  portion  thereof  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  report  uiHler  the  head  of  "  Discussions  on  Passenger  Faie'  Reductions." 
The  result  was  that  passenger  fares  on  four  of  these  roads,  namely,  the  Nashville  &  Decatur, 
the  South  &  North  Alabama,  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  and  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  & 
Texas  were  each  placed  bv  the  Commission  at  three  cents  per  mile,  and  on  the  rail  road 
:Vora  Montgomery  to  Selma  at  four  cents  per  mile,  and  on  the  Wetumpka  Branch,  the  Pen- 
^acola  &  Selma,  and  the  Repton  Branch  each  to  remain  at  what  they  were  when  the  revision 
of  rail  road  tariffs  commenced,  namely  five  cents  per  mile. 

THE  TARIFFS  IN  FORCE  PRIOR  TO  AND  AT  THE  TIME  OF  REVISION  BY 
THE  RAIL  ROAD  COMMISSION  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  tariffs  we  were  called  on  to  revise  were  very  generally  the  outgrowth  of  years  in  the 

practical  business  of  the  transportation  service  of  rail  roads.     Excej^t  in  the  case  of  through 

rates  of  passengers  and  freight,  and  the  competition  of  some  local  points  in  the  State,  direct 

competition  had  little  to  do  with  their  creation.     Nor  were  they  based  to  any  appreciable 

Qtent  on  the  mere  cost  of  transportation,  but  they  were  regulated  more  by  distance,  the 

uture  and  value  of  the  articles  transported,  and  what  costs  of  transportation  such  articles 

*ould  bear  with  reference  to  their  value  without  such  transportation  and  with  it.    They 

*tt«made  to  enable  each  company  to  obtain  the  best  return  it  could  under  all  the  circum- 

'^*ances  from  its  transportation  service.     They  were  made  in  most  instances  for  companies 

Having  a  very  large  bonded  debt  as  shown  in  our  first  annual  report  and  as  will  also  appear 

'"^U  report.     Many  of  them  had  been  in  force  for  years  and  had  undergone  no  material 

change  during  all  that  time  although  for  several  years  there  had  been  a  steady  increase  and 

"nipTovcmcnt  in  rail  road  business  and  in  the  value  of  rail  roads.     While  in  nearly  every 

"Jstance  the  investment  made  in  them  by  those  we  found  operating  these  roads  was  greatly 

'^  than  their  cost  of  construction  yet  these  tariffs  had  remained  substantially  the  same 

(luring  the  period  to  which  we  have  referred  notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  business  of 

rail  roads  and  the  improvement  in  the  value  of  this  class  of   property.     We  examined  into 

^he  affairs  of  these  rail  roads  and  we  found  them  as  estimated  by  the  companies  and  their 

poss  earnings,  expenses,  net  earnings  and  per  centage  to  the  cost  of  rail  road  and  equipment 

^obe  about  as  set  forth  in  the  following  table  : 
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The  above  statement  as  compiled  and  prepared  by  us  from  returns  of  the  companies  shows 
the  cost  of  construction  of  the  different  roads,  and  their  gpross  earnings,  total  expenses,  and 
net  earnings  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  as  returned  by  the  companies,  with  the  per 
centage  of  net  earnings  to  the  cost  of  road  as  returned.     The  mere  cost  of  construction  did 
not  of  course,  show  the  real  value  of  any  of  these  roads.     It  was  a  circumstance  to  be  con- 
sidered with  others  far  more  controlling  in  arriving  at  their  value.     But  nearly  all  of  them 
were  constructed  when  iron,  other  materials,  and  supplies  and  labor  were  greatly  higher  than 
now,  tod  their  bonds  issued  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  build  and  equip  these  roads 
were  sold  largely  below  par.     Besides,  all  of  these  roads  except  the  Mobile  and  Girard  and 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  were  in  the  hands  of  subsequent  purchasers  or  lessees  owning  and  ope- 
nting  them  on  terms  far  below  and  having  nothing  to  do  with  their  cost  of  construction.    It 
will  be  perceived  therefore  that  any  valuation  of  rail  roads  predicated  upon  the  last  table  above 
stated  would  have  been  wholly  incorrect. 

Many  of  these  rail  roads  owed  enormous  debts  incurred,  in  large  part  for  their  construc- 
tion, main  tain  ance  and  equipment,  and  with  the  best  lights  before  us  we  examined  their  con- 
dition in  this  respect,  their  interest  bearing  debt,  their  gross  earnings,  total  expenses,  net 
earnings,  and  we  submit  the  following  as  showing  how  they  stood  in  this  respect  on  the  iace 
of  their  own  returns  as  examined  and  compiled  by  us  : 
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The  fact  that  many  of  them  paid  such  small  net  earnings,  and  that  a  few  of  them  showeJ 
no  net  earnings  were  not  reasons  why  they  should  charge  extortionate  prices  for  the  ser- 
vice performed,  and  still  less  was  it  an  excuse  for  unjust  discrmination,  but  it  did  suggest  in 
strong  terms  the  necessity  and  duty  on  our  part  of  looking  carefully  into  the  real  value  of 
their  property,  and  of  giving  it  a  valuation  based  upon  principles  of  justice  and  fairnes>. 
with  a  view  to  allowing  them  a  fair  and  just  return  upon  it  in  the  tariffs  that  we  would 
frame  and  recommend.  By  far  the  most  difficult,  laborious,  and  embarrassing  of  all  the 
duties  we  have  thus  far  performed  were  involved  in  this  work.  We  had  to  estimate  the 
value  of  each  of  these  rail  roads,  its  equipments  and  appurtenances  for  rate  making  pur- 
poses. We  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  speculate  value,  or  intrinsic  value,  or  what  is  called 
strategic  value,  to  be  owned,  or  not  owned  by  competing  lines.  We  could  not,  and  did 
■not  overlook  their  physical  condition,  and  their  relations  to  through  and  local  connections 
for  business.  The  highest  and  best  test  of  their  value  that  we  could  see  was  their  earning 
capacity  ;  and  we  followed  this  rule  with  each  of  them  where  it  could  be  applied,  making 
mere  estimates  of  value  only  where  there  were  no  net  earnings,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Selma 
&  New  Orleans  Rail  Road,  or  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rjul  Road,  and  other  exceptions  in 
the  cases  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road,  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  the 
South  &  North  Rail  Road,  and  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile  Rail  Road,  which  we  will 
explain  hereafter. 

In  estimating  their  value  upon  this  earning  capacity,  we  took  the  net  earnings  of  each 
rail  road,  after  satisfying  ourselves  from  an  analysis  and  careful  examination  of  its  expense 
account  that  these  expenses  were  such  as  were  necessarily  incurred  in  its  maintenance  and 
operation,  and  not  in  "  betterments ''  or  otherwise.  Then  we  ascertained  what  sum  these  net 
earnings  were  eight  per  cent  annual  interest  on,  and  fixed  this  as  the  value  of  each  of  these 
rail  roads,  with  the  exceptions  above  named.  We  considered  that  an  estimate  of  eight  per 
cent,  per  annum  was  a  fair  and  just  return  upon  the  value  of  each  rail  road,  its  equipments 
and  appurtenances  thus  ascertained.  This  would  pay  their  annual  interest  and  leave  about 
two  per  cent,  per  annum  on  their  value  for  contingencies. 

We  knew  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  gross  expenses  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston 
Rail  Road  had  been  incurred  in  almost  building  large  portions  of  its  road  anew,  and  were 
expenses  of  the  **  betterment ''  class.  We  estimated  that  $3,600  per  mile  per  annum  was 
sufficient  for  the  expenses  of  maintaining  and  operating  that  road,  and  having  estimated  what 
would  be  its  expenses  on  that  basis,  we  deducted  these  from  its  gross  earnings  for  the  year 
ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  arrived  at  its  value  in  that  manner. 

After  examining  in  like  manner  the  expenses  of  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail  Road 
we  were  satisfied  that  $4,500  per  mile  per  annum  was  sufficient  for  the  expenses  of  main- 
taining and  operating  that  road  with  the  present  business  and  earnings,  and  having  esti- 
mated what  would  be  its  expenses  on  that  basis,  we  deducted  these  from  its  gross  earnings 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  arrived  at  its  value  by  that  method. 

We  estimated  the  value  of  the  Columbus  and  Western  Rail  Road  by  taking  the  net  earn- 
ings of  the  road  from  Opelika  to  Good  water  for  eight  months  and  estimating  for  twelve 
months  on  this  basis,  this  being  the  best  information  we  could  get  on  this  subject  ;  and  y^c 
estimated  the  value  of  the  Columbus  Branch  predicated  upon  its  estimated  earning  capacity 
at  $20,000  per  mile. 

We  estimated  $1,500  per  mile  per  annum  as  being  sufficient  for  the  expenses  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, Selma  and  Mobile  and  operating  its  road  with  its  business  and  earnings. 

There  being  no  net  earnings  of  the  Selma  and  New  Orleans  Railroad,  nor  of  the  PeasacoU 
and  Selma  Railroad,  we  estimated  each  of  these  upon  a  basis  of  value  indicated  by  their 
business,  earnings  and  unproductiveness. 

As  the  value  fixed  upon  the  East  Alabama  Railway,  many  appear  high  as  compared  with 
some  other  roads,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  that  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  was 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  business  of  this  road,  and  its  expenses  exceptionally  low,  and  the 
rule  having  been  followed  in  the  case  of  other  roads  making  earning  capacity  the  test  of 
^alue  where  there  were  net  earnings,  was  adopted  in  the  instance  of  this  road. 


17 

The  tenn  net  earnings,  as  here  used,  means  that  portion  .of  the  gross   earnings   remaining 
after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  maintaining  and  operating  the  road,  including  taxes,  and  in 
that  sense  we  understand  it  to  be  used  in  the  6th  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  regula- 
tion of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  railroads  in  thh  State,  approved  February 
*26th,  1881.    Having  arrived  at  the  value  of  each  raiil  road,  its  c  ^uipments  and  appurtenances 
as  herein  set  forth,  we  revised  the  tariffs  of  eich  company  upon  an  estimate  of  allowing  a 
return  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  value  of  each  rail  road,  its  equipments  and  appur- 
tenances in  the  shape  of  net  earnings.     With  the^e  explanations  we  now  submit  as  part  of 
this  report,  a  table  showing  the  valuation  fixed  on  each  of  these  rail  roads,  their  equipments 
asd appurtenances  by  the  Rail  Road   Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  purpose  of  revising 
urifs,  and  recommending  rates  for  each  of  these  companies  : 
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These  tarifis  contained  the  usual  features  of  being  graduated  according  to  distance  for 
passengers  ;  and  of  having  .  cheaper  rates  in  proportion  to  the  distance  for  longer  than  for 
•shorter  hauls  of  freight. 

We  found  a  gross  inequality  in  the  matter  of  passenger  rates  over  the  same  road  when  they 
were  ^old  for  a  single  trip  and  when  they  were  sold  for  more  than  a  single  trip,  say  for  500 
or  1,000  miles,  no  other  reason  for  their  existing  than  the  mere  difference  in  distance. 

These  freight  tariffs  were  printed  and  published,  but  the  agents  of  the  companies  very 
generailj  conceived  that  they  had  the  right  to  charge  less  than  these  published  rates,  in 
individual  instances  whenever  they  saw  proper  in  the  promotion  of  company's  business,  and 
tfiey  exercised  this  power  in  favor  of  some  individuals,  while  they  charged  the  public  gen- 
erailj the  published  rates. 

One  objection  made  to  these  freight  tariffs  by  many  was  that  the  freight  charges  on  them 
^hould  be  graduated  strictly  according  to  distance,  as  in  the  case  of  passenger  rates.  We 
considered  this  objection  carefully.  We  knew  this  was  the  idea  entertained  upon  this  subject 
by  many  intelligent  and  just  minded  persons  not  familiar  with,  nor  experienced  in  the  freight 
'ransportation  of  rail  roads.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  intended  to  reach  the  naked  value 
of  tlie  service  performed,  excluding  every  other  consideration.  But  it  fails  to  do  this,  and 
it  ignores  essential  elements  that  enter  into  and  constitute  a  part  of  the  service  performed. 
A  rail  road  company  has  no  work  to  do  in  putting  passengers  on  or  off  a  train.  This  is 
done  by  the  passengers  themselves  and  is  but  the  work  of  a  moment,  necessitating  very  lit- 
tle delay  of  the  train,  and  never  involving  the  detaching  of  a  passenger  car  from  the  train 
and  then  leaving  it  idle  for  a  day  or  two  at  a  way  station  until  it  can  be  hauled  back,  empty, 
to  one  of  the  terminal  points  of  the  rail  road  for  another  load  of  freight,  or  else  to  be  hauled 
empty  the  balance  of  the  journey  to  the  other  end  of  the  line,  if  it  is  not  thus  left  at  a  way 
Nation  to  be  unloaded.  A  freight  car  has  to  be  loaded  by  the  rail  road  company  which 
requires  time  and  labor,  and  when  once  loaded  it  has  only  to  be  unloaded  at  its  destination 
whether  that  be  ten  miles  or  eighty  miles  if  the  freight  is  in  bulk,  and  its  service  is  as  com- 
pletely at  an  end  to  the  rail  road  for  that  trip,  if  it  is  left  by  the  wayside  to  be  unloaded  after 
having  been  hauled  twenty  or  thirty  miles  as  if  it  had  been  hauled  to  the  other  end  of  the 
line,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 

There  is  in  such  a  case  this  difference  in  favor  of  the  company's  hauling  the  car  loaded 

with  freight  to  the  other  end  of  the  line  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles, 

because  it  is  not  only  earning  freight  the  whole  distance,  but  when  at  its  destination  it  is  there 

Jor  return  freight,  while  if  left  at  a  way  station,  the  company  is  put  to  the  trouble  and  expense 

of  hauling  it  back  empty  to  one  of  its  terminal  points  for  another  load  of  freight,  and  in  the 

mean  time  it  is  idle.     On  the  other  hand  if  a  freight  car  is  loaded  with  parcels  for  different 

depots  along  the  line,  it  can  rarely  or  never  happen  that  it  is  loaded  with  such  parcels  for 

more  than  a  few  of  these  depots,  and  here  again  it  is  called  upon  and  required  to  do  a  large 

aniount  of  empty  and  profitless  work,  and  time  and  labor  are  consumed  at  each  of  the  depots 

where  suclvparcels  are  unloaded. 

"Hie  service  rendered  in  transporting  passengers  and  freight  on  a  rail  road  is  therefore 
essetitially  different.  A  passenger  car  is  receiving  or  delivering  passengers  at  the  stations 
generally  along  the  line,  and  it  is  constructed  for  and  adapted  to  this  service.  But  when  as 
>*e  have  seen,  a  freight  car  is  loaded  with  freight  in  bulk  for  one  station  and  has  reached 
that  station,  or  when  it  is  loaded  with  freight  in  parcels  for  several  stations  and  has  reached 
the  last  of  these  stations,  in  either  event  it  has  performed  its  function  for  that  trip,  and  only 
in  exceptional  cases  can  it  be  of  any  use  to  its  owners  until  they  get  it  back  to  one  of  the 
terminal  points  of  their  line  for  another  load  of  freight. 

A  rail  road  company  never  hauls  a  passenger  car  from  an  intermediate  station  on  its  line 
of  road  because  it  is  empty  and  can  be  of  no  use  until  it  is  carried  to  one  of  the  terminal 
points  of  the  rail  road  for  another  load.  But  for  a  rail  road  company  to  have  to  do  this  with 
jt«  freight  cars  is  a  matter  of  daily  and  nightly  occurrence.  The  actual  outlay  of  service 
therefore,  performed  by  a  rail  road  company  in  hauling  a  car  load  of  freight  to  a  station 
fitteen  or  twenty  miles  distant  along  the  line  of  its  road,  when  such  distance  is  only  a  small 
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part  of  the  length  of  the  rail  road,  consists  not  merely  in  hauling  it  to  such  station  and  unload- 
ing it,  but  it  consists  further  in  getting  that  empty  car  back  to  where  it  can  be  used  in  haul- 
ing another  load  of  freight,  which  is  generally  one  end  or  the  other  of  the  road.  It  is  in 
principle  very  much  the  same  as  if  a  man  who  resides  ten  miles  from  a  cily  contacts  witli 
another  to  haul  five  bales  of  cotton  for  him  this  distance  to  tliat  city  with  his  wagon  and 
team,  and  it  requires  a  half  day  to  haul  the  cotton  to  the  city,  and  a  half  day  for  the  wagon 
and  team  to  return  home,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  half  day  necessary  for  the  wagon.  anJ 
team  to  return  home  is  part  of  the  outlay  involved  in  the  service  of  hauling  the  cotton  to  the 
city,  and  that  in  making  his  charge  for  this  job,  the  owner  of  tlie  wagon  and  team  would  esti 
mate  it  accordingly.  The  same  principle  also  applies  but  in  a  more  modified  degree  where  a 
car  hauls  freight  in  parcels  to  several  of  the  stations  along  a  rail  road  and  is  running  empty 
as  to  all  the  other  stations  on  what  rail  road. 

These  facts  and  illusirations  conclusively  demonstrate  tliat  there  would  be  no  justice  or 
fairness,  in  fixing  the- freight  charges  of  rail  roads  strictly  according  to  distance,  as  is  done  in 
the  case  of  passenger  fares,  and  particularly  on  short  hauls  of  freight. 

Distance  does  indeed  enter  as  an  element  into  fixing  the  freight  rates  of  a  rail  road,  but  it 
h  not  a  consideration  so  controlling  as  competition.  The  truth  is  that  the  longer  the  haul, 
the  chea])er  a  rail  road  can  afford  to  transport  freight  in  proportion  to  distance,  and  it  i> 
well  for  commerce  and  business  generally  that  this  is  true.  Whoever  would  attempt  to 
regulate  the  freights  of  a  rail  road  strictly  aecording  to  distance  as  in  the  case  of  passenger 
fares,  would  cut  oflf  the  trade  of  all  the  interior  sections  of  country  from  the  cities  and  best 
markets,  and  to  this  extent  .would  injure  both  and  the  general  public  while  at  the  same  time 
it  would  greatly  reduce  the  business  of  rail  roads  witliout  benefiting  any  body,  except  a  few 
greedy  merchants  at  poor  markets  in  a  few  cross-roads  towns  who  sell  goods  at  extortion- 
alely  high  prices  in  absorbing  the  produce  of  the  country  at  low  prices. 

What  the  people  generally  want  and  ought  to  have,  and  what  benefits  them  most  are  the 
cheapest  rates  to*  the  best  markets  for  their  produce,  and  under  this  very  feature  of  freiglit 
transportation  on  rail  roads,  of  the  longer  the  haul  the  cheaper  the  freight  rate  in  propor- 
tion to  the  distance,  it  is  manifest  that  more  people  get  the  benefit  of  cheap  freight  rates  to 
the  best  markets  for  their  produce  than  under  any  other  system  that  could  be  devised.  It 
develops  trade;  it  builds  up  the  prosperity  of  the  country;  and  it  enhances  the  value  of 
lands  and  other  property  in  the  interior  sections  of  the  country  generally.  Without  it  there 
would  be  such  a  ti  ibute  levied  in  the  shape  of  high  freight  rates  on  the  produce  of  these 
interior  sections  of  the  country  as  would  be  prohibitory  of  their  trade  to  the  best  markets  at 
a  distance. 

While  we  are  on  .this  subject  of  freight  rates  we  may  as  well  say  in  this  connection  that 
after  reading  all  that  different  writers  have  said  on  this  subject,  that  the  substantial  rule 
indicated  by  the  statute  is  the  just  rule  in  relation  to  this  matter.     That  rule  in  substance  is  : 

That  a  rail  road"  is  entitled  to  a  fair  and  reasonable  return  for  the  service  performed,  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  character  and  nature  of  the  service  rendered  and  the  value  of  the 
property  invested  in  the  business  by  the  company  in  rendering  the  service.  The  rule  as 
expressed  in  the  statute  is  not  in  this  literal  language,  but  it  is  evident  to  us  that  this  is  what 
it  means,  and  we  have  given  it  this  construction  and  administered  it  accordingly.  Under 
this  rule  if  an  annual  convention  of  freight  agents  increases  through  freight  rates  to  that 
point  that  in  connection  with  local  freight  rates  the  two  amount  to  more  than  a  fair  return 
upon  the  value  of  the  rail  road  and  its  appurtenances,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  to  reviee  and  reduce  local  freight  rates  until  the  point  of  a  fair  return  on  the 
value  of  such  rail  road  and  its  appurtencnces  was  reached.  And  here  is  the  power  that 
checks  and  has  restrained  an  abuse  of  the  other  power  in  advancing  tliese  through  freight 
rates. 

This  rule  is  -a  legislative  judgment  and  it  is  just  and  fair.  It  is  applying  to  the  business  ot 
a  rail  road  the  same  measure  of. compensation  that  the  law  allows  a  man  for  work  done  in 
other  business.  It  directs  the  revising  power  to  reach  this  practical  result  without  regard 
to  any  theories  of  their  own  upon  which  a  difterent  conclusion  might  be  attained..    In 


21 

arriving  at  this  result  the  revising  power  must  amongst  other  things  look  at  and  consider 
liio  dis-.ar.ce,  tiie  cost  of  transportation,  and  the  competition  as  each  of  these  elements  enter 
into  the  transaction  of  the  business.     But  each  of  these  while  they  are  of  greater  or  less 
importance,  according  to  circumstances,  are  far  from  being  the  only  matters  involved  in 
*uch  a  question.     There  is  the  value  of  the  property  invested  in  the  business  ;  the  character 
ot  the  article  to  be  transported  ;  the  service  performed  in  transporting  it ;  the  enhanced 
value  of  the  article  transported,  and  due  alone  to  such  transportation  from  one  point  to 
anrnJier ;  and  the  pecuniary  *  responsibility  and  risk  constituting  part  and  parcel  of  the  very 
Horkdone  in  such  transportation  and  inseprrable  from  it     These  are  each  business  con- 
siderations which  every  tribunal  appointed  to  revise  and  fix  rates  for  any  such  service  can 
never  justly  and  fai~ly  overlook,  however  much  they  may  be  ignored  or  forgotten  by  partial 
writers  whose  theories  take  the  peculiar  color  prompted  by  the  interests  of  the  locality  in 
«hich  they  reside.     It  is  a  field  for  business  and  not  theory.     A  place  where  discretion 
4iould  be  exercised  fairly,  with  caution,  prudence,  firmness  and  judgment,  and  on  the  con- 
servative side  of  property  rights,  and   not  as  the  subject  of  whim  or  caprice.     The  whole 
business  of  each  company  has  to  be  considered,  and  the  relative  volume  and  profit  of  its 
«i'!t^?rent  kinds  of  business  ;  and  in  connection  with  all  the  considerations  we  have  named, 
no  such  tribunal  can  ever  overlook  the  fact  that  the  best  freight  tariflf  for  the  company  and 
tne  public  is  one  in  which  the  charges  for  moving  property  are  distributed   with  relative 
equality  over  all  the  business  in  such  way  that  a  moderate  profit  may  be  received  from  all 
Jind  not  exacted  mainly  from  one  portion  of  the  business  to  the  exemption  of  the  remainder. 
An  importmt  part  of  each  of  these  freight  tarifts  submitted  for  revision  were  the  classifi- 
cations with  every  such  tarifl".     With  these  the  general  public  are  not  familiar,  and  we  will 
'  rrofore  briefly  explain  them   and  the   reasons  why  they  are  used.     There  are  in  these 
c'avsiiications  about  1,300  different  articles  of  frtight     If  these  1,300  articles  were  not 
grouped  together  in  a  few  classes  it  would  necessitate  the  giving  1,300  diflferent  rates  from 
c<Jch  station  to  every  other  station  on  the  railway  lines  of  the  State,     If  a  rail  road  had  ten 
^'ations  on  it,  this  would  amount  to  quoting  13,000  rates  from  each  station.     This  would  be 
p«>vMhle.  but  it  would  be  found  very  inconvenient  and  impracticable  in  the  affairs  of  every 
"Jiv  bioiness,  and  would  answer  no  just  purpose.     It  is  on  this  account  that  the  classifica- 
tii^n  of  ?rt*'jles  is  reduced  to  the  smallest  number  practicable.     In  the  preparation  and  mak- 
i'!?  up  of  these  classifications,  various  characteristics  are  considered,  such  for  instance  as 
^ulk,  the  kind  of  package  the  freight  is  in,  the  character  of  the  contents,  length  and  size  of 
packages,  liabiiitj'  of  the  carrier  for  breakage,  inducements  to  pilfer,  value,  and  various  other 
<^on>ider?tions  of  a  like  character  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  mention.     The  same  articles 
are  sometimes  classified  in  different  classes,  xvhich  means  the  shipper  has  the  option  of  two 
^les ;  the  lower  constituting  a  consideration  to  the  shipper  for  assuming  the  risk  ;  and  the 
^Her  rate  paying  the  carrier  to  assume  the  risk. 

The  following  named  rail   road  companies  submitted  special  classifications  with  their 
re>ptctive  tariffs  : 

The  Nashville  &  Decatur. 

Tile  South  &  North  Alabama. 

TheWetumpka  Branch. 

The  Mobile  &  Montgomery. 

The  Pensacola  &  Selma. 

The  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas. 

The  Selma  Division  of  tlie  Western  Rail  Road . 

The  Repton  Branch. 

The  Memphis  &  Charleston. 

The  Alabama  Great  Southern. 

The  Mobile  &  Ohio,  for  business  between  local  stations  and  into  Mobile. 

The  Cincinnati,  Mobile  &  Selma. 

The  Nabhville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis. 
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The  following  rail  road  companies  submitted  the  classifications  of  the  Southern  Railwaj 
and  Steamship  Association  : 

The  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama. 

The  Mobile  &  Girard. 

The  Montgomery  &  Eufaula. 

The  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick. 

The  East  Alabama  Railwaj. 

The  Selma  Division  of  the   East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road. 

The  Alabama  Central  Division  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road. 

The  Montgomery  Southern. 

The  Tuskegee  Narrow  Guage. 

The  New  Orleans  &  Selma  submitted  no  classification. 

Having  fully  considered  each  of  these  tariffs  in  the  light  of  the  facts  and  consideration> 
above  mentioned,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were  some  reductions  that  ought  to 
be  made  in  each  of  them  except  the  Tuskegee  Narrow  Guage,  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga 
&  St.  Louis  Railway,  and  Montgomery  Southern,  and  that  in  other  respects  they  ought  to 
be  approved  as  they  were.  We  approved  the  tarifts  of  the  Tuskegee  Narrow  Gruage,  the 
Montgomery  Southern,  and  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway. 

We  also  became  satisfied  that  certain  general  rules  could  be  used  to  advantage  in  operat- 
ing the  Revised  Freight  Tariffs,  and  we  framed  such  rules,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  their  report,  with  such  explanations  as  they  may  seem  to  call  for  in  their 
application  to  these  revised  freight  tariffs. 

THE    PASSENGER    TARIFFS    SUBMITTED  BY    THE    RAIL    ROAD   COM 
PANIES  TO  THE  RAIL  ROAD  COMMISSION    OF    ALABAMA  FOR 

REVISION. 

Each  of  the  rail  road  companies  of  this  State  submitted  to  the  Commission  their  passen- 
ger tariffs  in  force.  To  publish  each  of  these  in  this  report  would  answer  no  valuable  pur- 
pose as  they  are  all  made  according  to  distance.  The  following  table  will  show  what  tliese 
passenger  rates  were  at  that  time  on  each  of  these  rail  roads  : 
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The  revision  of  each  of  these  passenger  tariffs  was  made  separately  by  the  Commission 
^t  its  office  in  the  City  of  Montgomery  on  the  dates  aboved  named,  and  in  connection  ^¥ith 
the  revision  of  the  passenger  tarift'of  each  company  the  freight  tariff  of  such  company  "was 
revised  by  the  Commission  at  the  same  time  and  place.  This  revision  occurred  pursuant  to 
notice  of  the  time  and  place,  when  and  where  it  would  be  done.  This  notice  was  given  bv 
publication  in  the  Montgomery  Advertiser,  a  newsprper  published  in  the  City  of  Montgom- 
ery and  also  by  letters  by  mail  addressed  to  each  of  these  companies. 

Some  of  these  companies  went  to  the  extreme  verge  of  opposition  to  the  reductions  madi* 
by  the  Commission  in  their  tariffs  ;  others  strongly  protested  against  it  ;  and  all  of  them 
earnestly  opposed  such  reductions.  Particularly  was  this  the  case  with  the  companies  whose 
passenger  fares  were  reduced  to  three  cents  per  mile.  But  they  each  finally  accepted  the 
revised  tarifls  prepared  and  :ecommended  to  ihem  by  the  Commission. 

It  is  proper  for  us  to  jlate  that  in  addition  to  the  study  we  had  bestowed  upon  the    tariffs 
of  each  of  these  companies  before  us  for  revision,  we  had  become  satisfied  from   an    exami- 
nation and    comparison  of  the  passenger  traffic  of  rail  roads  in  other  Str.tes,  that  these  rail 
road  companies  in  Alabama  in  whose  passenger  tarifis  we  afterwards  made  these  reductions 
by  this  revision,  could  mal:e  such  reductions,  and  that  it  was  to  their  interest  to  do  so,  as  well 
as  to  the  interest  of  the  general  public.     In  making  these  reductions  for   each  road  we   took 
into  the  consideration  the  matters  to  which  we  have  already  adverted  in  this  report.    Cheap 
travel  on   railroads  greatly  benefits  any  country.     It  develops  trade  and  business,   and  the 
cheaper  the  travel  the  more  there  is  of  it.     This  is  the  experience  of  every   country.     It  is 
even  more  beneficial  to  a  country  than  a  corresponding  reduction  in  freight  rates.     All  see 
and  feel  tlie  benefits  and  stimulation  of  cheap  travel,  while,  owing  to  other  causes  affecting 
prices  and  markets,  reduced  freight  rates  arc  not  always  attended  by  higher  prices  for  pro- 
duce or  cheaper  goods. 

One  feature  of  these  passenger  tariffs  as  revised  and  recommended  by  us  is  that  children 
under  five  years  of  age  travel  free  of  charge;  children  between  the  ages  of  five  years  and 
twelve  on  half  fare;  and  persons  over  twelve  years  of  age  pay  full  fare. 

As  part  of  these  passenger  tariffs  we  also  recommend  a  regulation  that  each  person  trav- 
elling on  half  fare  be  allowed  baggage  free  of  charge  for  freight,  provided  it  did  not  weigh 
more  tlian  seventy-five  pounds ;  and  that  each  person  travelling  on  a  full  fare  ticket  be  allowed 
baggage  free  of  charge  for  freight  provided  it  did  not  weigh  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  Extra  baggage  to  be  charged  the  rates  of  first  class  freight,  for  the  excess,  when 
amounting  to  more  than  these  w.eights.  This  regulation  is  objected  to  only  by  commercial 
drummers  so  far  as  our  experience  has  gone.  These  drummers  travel  on  railroad  cars  with 
trunks  from  the  size  of  an  ordinary  500  pound  bale  of  cotton  to  twice  that  size,  filled  with 
samples  of  expensive  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  from  which  they  make  sales  by  sample 
as  they  travel  over  tlie  country  from  one  place  to  another. 

It  may  be  proper  for  us  to  here  explain  the  time  allowed  for  some  of  these  revised  passen- 
ger tariffs  to  go  into  eftect.  In  the  first  place  it  required  time  to  print  and  put  into  effect  these 
tariffs.  This  was  particularly  true  of  the  main  line  of  road  operated  in  tliis  State  by  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Company  extending  across  the  entire  length  of  the  State 
from  North  to  South;  and  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company 
operating  two  lines  of  road  across  the  State  from  East  to  West.  When  each  of  these  com- 
panies had  accepted  the  reductions  recommended  in  their  passenger  taiiffs  on  their  main 
lines  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  State,  they  then  announced  to  us  that 
in  consequence  of  this  they  would  have  to  make  the  same  rates  on  their  main  lines  in  other 
States.  The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee and  Louiiiana,  and  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  in 
the  States  of  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Mississippi.  Their  passenger  tariffs  as  prepared 
printed  and  put  into  effect  by  them  SL(ter  this  revision  would  therefore  embrace  all  of  these 
States,  and  would  require  more  time  for  tlie  preparation  of  them  and  putting  them  into  effect 
than  if  they  related  to  the  State  of  Alabama  alon**.  There  were  also  additional  reasons  In 
the  case  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville   Rail  Road  Company  for  ^allowing  this  time,  as  that 
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company  in  its  passenger  tariff  computes  the  rates  separately  on  its  main  line  each  way  from 

Louisville  to  each  intermediate  station  between  that  cit^'   and  New  Orle:ir«:,  and  from  New 

Orleans  to  each  intermediate  station  between  that  city  and  Louisville,  to  prevent  scalping 

and  for  the  information  and  convenience  of  its  agents,  and  it  required  still  more  Ume  and 

labor  to  prepare  and  print  a  tariff  in  this  manner.     Besides  it  would  produce  great  confusion 

in  the  \nsiness  and  monthly  returns  of  a  rail  road  company  for  it  to  put  a  tariff  into  effect 

at  anv  other  time  than  on  the  first  of  the  month,  as  the  business  returns  and  reports  from   its 

agents  are  done  and  made  by  the  month  and  not  by  fractions  of  months.     Influenced  by 

these  reasons,  we  agreed  with  these  companies  for  their  respective  passenger  tariffs  to  be  put 

into  effect  at  the  time  above  named  for  each  of  them. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  Company  there  were  additional 
'saions  with  us  for  postponing  the  taking  effect  of  its  reduced  passenger  tariff  to  January 
J>t,1882.  These  reasons  were  that  this  company  on  the  1st  of  January,  1881  had  put  into 
effect  over  its  line  a  reduced  passenger  rate  of  four  cents  per  mile;  that  during  the  year  its 
owners  and  proprietors  had  made  a  very  large  outlay  in  peniKincnt  improvements  of  the 
road,  and  had  equipped  it  with  new  and  expensive  cars  and  rolling  stock,  and  had  not 
derived  from  it  the  revenue  justified  by  such  expenditures  ;  and  at  that  time  was  doing  very 
little  through  business  and  was  a  local  road  doing  business  between  Chattanooga  and  Merid- 
ian through  a  fine  section  of  the  State  but  in  many  respects  sparsely  settled  and  undeveloped. 

THE  FREIGHT  TARIFFS  OF  THE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANIES  AS  REVISED 

BY  THE  COMMISSION. 

The  Revised  Freight  Tariffs  of  each  of  the  rail  road  companies  were,  on  our  recommen- 
dation, put  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1881.  The  freight  tariffs  which  are 
''tvised,  as  well  as  these  revised  tariffs  are  each  similar  in  having  rates  and  classifications. 
Excepting  those  operated  by  the  Xx)uisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and  the 
NashuIIe,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  Company  all  the  rail  roads  which  had  not  in 
t)ieir  tariffs  filed  for  revision  the  classifications  of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steam  Ship 
AsMJciation  subsequently  adopted  these  last  named  classifications  as  recommended  by  the 
Commission  in  the  revised  tariffs.  In  recommending  the  classifications  of  The  Southern 
Railway  and  Steam  Ship  Association  the  Commission  made  an  exception  of  the  meal  rates 
'"  ^^^^  classifications,  which  will  be  explained  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report  and  for  the 
'eaw>ns  there  stated.  As  to  all  these  rail  roads  therefore  with  the  exceptions  of  the  Nash- 
^ilJe,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  and  those  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
Rail  Road  Company,  it  has  been  deemed  best  in  order  that  the  reader  may  more  promptly 
and  readily  understand  comparisons  between  the  rates  filed  for  revision,  and  those  prepared 
^^•^  recommended  by  the  Commission,  to  reduce  tariffs  filed  for  revision  to  a  form  similar 
*o  those  prepared  and  recommended  by  the  Commission  and  adopted  by  the  companies  and 

to  print  them  on  opposite  pages  in  this  report  for  the  purposes  of  such  examination  and 
comparison.  The  classification  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  being 
"le  same  for  each  of  the  companies  operated  by  it,  and  being  the  same  after  as  before  the 
religion  made  by  the  Commission,  it  is  unnecessary  to  print  them  in  this  report  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  any  such  comparison  or  the  changes  made  in  the  rates  by  the  Commission ;  and 
'-^is  is  true  also  of  the  classifications  of  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway. 
But  we  print  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report  the  classifications  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
Rail  Road  Company,  and  of  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  Company 
lor  the  purpose  of  showing  the  rates  of  each. 

With  these  explanations  the  tables  in  the  Appendix  will  show  the  freight  tariffs  of  the 
different  companies  as  filed  for  revision,  and  as  revised  by  the  Commission,  with  the  changes 
niade  in  each  instance  where  any  such  changes  were  made. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Commission  to  the  different  companies  to  adopt  the  classi- 
fication of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steamship  Association  was  only  for  the  sake  of  hav- 
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ing  uniformity  in  classifications  as  far  it  could  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  methods  in 
this  respect  found  necessary  by  each  company  in  the  transaction  of  its  business  ;  and  it  was 
not  a  recommendation  that  was  insisted  on  by  the  Commission  where  any  company  pre- 
ferred not  to  adopt  it ;  and  the  Commission  ro  stated  to  each  of  the  companies  in  making 
this  recommendation.  It  really  made  no  difference  to  the  Commission  whether  it  yva» 
adopted  by  any  of  them  or  not,  except  as  a  mere  matter  of  uniformity  and  convenience  in 
dealing  with  their  tariffs.  And  there  were  business  reasons  peculiar  to  the  traffic  of  the 
Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  and  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road 
Company  and  the  roads  operated  by  it  well  known  to  the  Commission  at  the  time  this 
recommendation  was  made,  and  deemed  by  the  Commission  good  and  sufficient,  why  these 
companies  would  prefer  not  to  use  the  classifications  of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steam- 
ship Association  in  the  transaction  of  their  business. 

The  Commission  thus  recommended  the  classification  of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steam- 
ship Association,  because  they  were  models  of  brevity  and  clearness,  and  were  already  in 
use  by  quite  a  number  of  the  companies. 

With  each  of  these  revised  freight  tariffs  and  as  part  of  them,  the  Commission  also 
framed  and  recommended  by  the /following  regulations  to  be  used  in  operating  tliese  tariffs, 
which  were  adopted  by  each  of  the  companies  : 

RULES. 

1.  The  classification  of  the  Southern  Rail  Road  and  Steamship  Association  of  date 
March  15,  1881,  is  recommended  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  rates  herein  suggested, 
subject  to  the  usual  rules  and  restrictions  for  receiving  and  delivering  freights,  except  such 
exceptions  and  additions  as  may  be  recommended  and  approved  by  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
missioners. 

2.  All  connecting  Rail  Roads  which  are  managed  or  controlled  by  lease,  ownership,  or 
•otherwise,  by  one  and  the  same  Company,  shall,  in  applying  this  tariff,  be  considered  as 
separate  and  distinct  railroads,  and  the  rates  shall  be  computed  accordingly,  but  a  joint  tariff 
may  be  made,  and  if  satisfactory  will  be  approved  by  the  Commission. 

3.  The  units  of  five  and  ten  miles  have  been  selected  for  a  change  of  freight  rates,  as 
shown  in  the  tariff,  and  stations  whose  distance  do  not  vary  more  than  five  or  ten  miles  may 
be  grouped  at  the  same  rate.  In  any  one  group  may  be  included  any  station  not  over  two 
miles  beyond  the  greater  distance.  Thus  forty-one  and  a  half  miles  may  be  grouped 
between  thirty  and  forty  miles. 

4.  The  Rail  Road  Company  may  be  more  exact  in  the  apportionment  of  rates  than  given 
in  the  table,  by  giving  intermediate  rates  for  intermediate  distances,  but  a  less  rate  should 
not  be  charged  for  a  greater  distance,  and  when  a  fraction  of  a  mile  occurs,  the  distance  may 
be  computed  at  the  next  greater  number  of  miles,  as  nine  and  a  half  for  ten  miles. 

5.  A  table  of  distances  between  all  stations  by  name  should  be  shown  on  the  tariff, 
which  is  recommended  to  be  in  "  sheet  form,"  so  as  to  be  more  conveniently  posted  at  al  ^ 
stations  as  required  by  law. 

6.  The  freight  rates  suggested  are  maximum,  which  should  not  be  exceeded,  but  rail  road 
companies  may  make  less  rates  provided  they  do  not  discriminate  against  any  other  person 
or  locality.  That  is  if  they  adopt  less  freight  rates  from  one  station,  a  reduction  of  the  same 
per  cent,  must  be  made  at  all  stations  along  its  line  of  road,  so  as  to  make  no  unjust  discrimi- 
nation against  any  person,  locality,  or  corporation.  If,  however,  there  is  a  point  within  the 
State  reached  by  a  competitive  line  outside  of  this  State,  or  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Commission,  then  the  line  within  the  State  can  meet  such  competition  without  making 
a  corresponding  reduction  along  its  line  of  road . 

7.  The  rates  for  freight  service  on  regular  passenger  trains  may  be  double  that  for  first 
class  freight  by  ordinary  freight  trains. 

8.  No  Rail  Road  Company  shall  refuse  to  transport  freight  by  passenger  train  on  account 
of  any  contracts  with  an  express  or  other  company. 
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These  regulations  will  generally  explain  themselves.     But  there  is  one  of  them  that  is 
founded  upon  facts  and  considerations  which  may  not  in  every  instance  readily  occur  to  the 
reader.    This  is  the  6th  Rule.    These  facts  and  considerations  we  will  briefly  state  :    The 
nvers  of  the  State  are  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission.    They 
transport  a  great  deal  of  freight,  and  as  we  will  show  hereafter  in  this  report,  they  can  trans- 
port freight  and  particularly  heavy  freights,  at  much  less  cost  of  transportation  and  more 
cheapJj  than  rail  roads.    But  still  there  is  a  strong  direct  competition  between  some  of  the 
nil  roads  and  these  rivers  for  freights,  each  striving  for  a  share  of  the  business  by  offering 
low  rates  for  it  rather  than  not  to  get  it  at  all.    This  competition  is  strongest  at  points  where 
these  rivers  and  rail  roads  come  into  immediate    contact    with    each    other.     All   of 
these  freight  rates  being  maximum  rates,  that  is  the  most  that  each  of  these  companies  can 
charge,  and  each  of  them  having  the  right  to  charge  as  much  lower  rates  as  they  may  see 
proper,  provided  they  do  not  "  unjustly  discriminate,"  and  give  all  similarly  situated  the 
same  rates  for  the  same  service,  this  6th  Rule  provides  that  at  points  of  competition  with 
the  rivers  such  as  we  have  referred  to,  these  railroads  may  make  such  lower  rates  as  will 
enable  them  to  compete  with  the  rivers  at  these  points  for  a  portion  of  the  business  without 
making  proportionate  reductions  all  along  its  line.     Otherwise,  if  there  was  no  such  rule,  it 
A^'ould  give  the  river  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  freights  at  every  such  competing  point 
where  the  rail  road  and  the  river  were  in  immediate  contact.    The  result  would  be  that  the 
river  could  increase  its  freight  rates,  and  so  it  kept  them  slightly  below  the  rail  i-oad,  would 
enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  business. 

The  reverse  of  this  rule  would  be,  because  a  rail  r6ad  happened  to  touch  a  river  at  one  or 
two  points  where  it  was  in  competition  with  the  river  in  carrying  freights,  that  therefore  a 
Rail  Road  Commission  in  making  rates  for  the  rail  road,  would  create  an  imaginary  river 
ninning  along  by  the  rail  road  from  end  to  end,  and  would  further  create  imaginary  compe- 
tition between  the  rail  road  and  this  imaginary  river  at  fifteen  or  twenty  stations,  where 
there  was  in  fact  no  such  competition,  because  there  happened  actually  to  be  such  competi- 
tion between  the  real  river  with  water  in  it,  and  the  rail  road  at  one  or  two  other  stations. 
The  absence  of  this  6th  Rule  would  make  competition  the  test  where  there  was  no  compe- 
tition ;  and  would  deny  the  right  of  competition  to  prevail  where  there  was  competition ; 
and  the  effect  of  it  would  be  that  points  like  Mobile,  Selma,  Benton,  Montgomery,  Tus- 
kegee,  Gadsden,  Decatur,  Tuscaloosa,  Demopolis  and  other  places  similarly  situated,  would 
not  be  allowed  to  have  the  benefit  of  this  competition  brought  about  by  the  immediate  con- 
tact of  river  and  rail,  because  some  way  station  seventy -five  miles  from  a  river  did  not  have 
the  same  competitive  rates.     What  the  Statute  condemns  is  "  unjust  discrimination."     But 
there  is  no  "  unjust  discrimination"  about  such  legitimate  competition  as  this.     On  the  con- 
trary it  is  a  mere  result  arising  from  a  fair,  legitimate  and  actual  competition  between  per- 
manent and  opposing  lines  of  transportation  at  points  of  contract  where  it  is  to  the  interest 
of  ^he  public  that  there  should  be  such  competition  between  them. 
A  comparison  of  these  Revised  Freight  Tariffs  with  those  in  force  at  the  time  of  revi- 
sion, will  show  very  considerable  reductions  in  each  of  the  tariffs  revised  by  the  Commib- 
sion.   They  have  now  been  in  operation  a  period  sufficiently  long  to  test  them,  and  they 
'^ve  been  productive  of  no  injury  or  disaster  as  the  result  shows.    They  are  the  same  for 
all  who  are  similarly  situated,  and  therefore  they  are  equal  and  avoid  "unjust  discrimina- 
tion."   They  are  not  publicly  published  as  being  the  same  for  all  and  at  the  same  time 
operated  so  as  to  be  secretly  lower  for  some  than  others,  because  a  statute  of  the  State  for- 
bids it ;  and  any  rail  road  company  in  this  State  tliat  would  dare  attempt  it,  would  thereby 
jeopardize  its  corporate  life. 


28 

SPECIAL  FREIGHT  RATES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  DEVELOPING  "  INDUS- 
TRIAL ENTERPRISES." 

A  proviso  of  the  1st  Section  of  the  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  com- 
panies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State  approved  February  26th,  1881,  provides  : 

"  That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  contracts  for  special  rates  for  tht* 
purpose  of  developing  any  industrial  enterprise,  or  to  prevent  the  execution  of  any  such 
contract  now  existing." 

Whether  in  pursuance  of  law,  or  for  the  development  of  their  own  business,  it    is   usual 
for  such  rail  road  companies  to  concede  such  "  special  rates"  to  these  "  industrial  enter- 
prises'* for  the  purpose  of  developing  and  building  them  up,  such  as  factories,  mines,  lum- 
ber mills,  flouring  and  grist  mills,  gas  companies,  water  works  and  other  industrial   enter 
prises.     These  "  industrial  enterprises"  as  we  have  stated,  have  these  special  rates  conceded 
to  them  very  generally  in  the  different  States  of  the  American  Union.     The  products  of 
the  labor  and  skill  of  these  "industrial  enterprises"  are  in  many  instances  transported  to  dis- 
tant markets,  and  the  enterprises  themselves  are  created  for  the  purpose  of  such  corn  peti- 
tion.    Where  this  is  the  case,  enterprises  of  this  description  in  Alabama  could   not  enter 
into  this  competition  with  those  of  other  States  unless  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with  them 
as  IK  done  by  these  "  special  rates  ;"  nor  could  they  maintain  their  business  in  competition 
with  those  'of  other  States  in  this  State,  in  the  absence  of  such  "special  rates."     And 
where  these  "  industrial  enterprises"  do  not  enter  into  this  competition  in  other   States, 
many  of  them  do  in  Alabama,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  "  special  rates,"  they  would  not 
be  on  an  equal  footing  to  compete  even  in  this  State  with  enterprises  of  a  similar  character 
in  other  States  but  doing  business  in  Alabama.     And  in  that  class  of  these  industrial  enter- 
prises where  this  competition  does  not  exist  at  all,  yet  they  furnish  employment  to  large  num- 
bers of  persons,  and  confer  public  benefits  in  business  upon  the  localities  where  they  cxit«t. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in   the  two  classes  of  these  "industrial  enterprises"  first   above 
named,  what  would  seem  to  be,  to  those  not  familiar  with  the  facts,  a  special  immunity  given 
to  them  in  these  "  special  rates"  and  not  accorded  to  the  public  generally,  is  in  fact  nolhin.^: 
more  than  putting  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  similar  enterprises  in  other  States,  and 
enabling  them  to  fairly  compete  with  such  foreign  enterprises,  while  in  the  third  class,  the 
State  and  community,  as  a  consideration  for  the  privilege  allowed,  recei\'es  a  benefit  which 
is  general  and  permanent.     Without  such  "special  rates,"  few  of  these  enterprises  could  be 
made  profitable,  and  the  most  of  them*  would  have  to  be  abandonee!.     We  state  these  facts, 
tor  such  they  are,  and  not  for  the  jpurpose  of  entering  into  any  argument  or  defense  of  the 
Kystem. 

We  found  such  "special  rates"  existing  between  the  rail  road  companies  and  tliese 
"industrial  enterprises"  in  this  State  at  the  time  we  entered  upon  our  duties,  and  man^'  have 
been  made  between  them  since  that  time.  We  have  examined  these  "  special  rates"  very 
generally  and  particularly. 

The  rail  road  companies  have  furnished  them  to  us  for  this  purpose.     We  think  that  Jn 
general  they  are  such  as  are  well  calculated  to  develop  and  build  up  these  "  industrial  enter- 
prises."    We  have  examined  them  for  the  purp)ose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  was  in  any 
ol  them  any  "unjust  discrimination,"  in  favor  of  any  and  against  otliers  of  these  "industrial 
enterprises,"  and  thus  far  we  have  discovered  nothing  that  can  be  fairly  construed  to  come 
within  this  category.     These  "special  rates"  are  of  course,  as  various  as  the  different  kinds  of 
business  to  which  they  relate.     We  have  notified  the  rail  road  companies  that,  while  under 
the  statute  they  have  the  right  to  make  any  such  "special  rates"  of  this  character  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  them  and  any  of  these    "  industrial  enterprises,"  yet  according  to  our  con- 
struction of  the  Statute  they  have  no  right  to  practice  "unjust  discrimination"  in  favor  of  one 
and  against  another,i  and  they  have  all  uniformly   adopted  the  same  view  of  this  matter. 
They  are  matters  of  contract  in  every  instance  and  therefore  are  not  in  such  shape  that  they 
can  be  tabulated  in  this  report. 
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THROUGH  FREIGHT  RATES. 

The  requirement  of  the  28th  section  of  the  Statute  makes  it  our  duty  in  every  report  of 
this  character  to  set  forth  "Such  facts  as  will  disclose  the  acfual  working  of  the  railway  sys- 
tem in  this  State." 

This  makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  report  as  to  "through  freight  rates."  The  term  "through 
freights"  in  rail  road  business  relates  to  freight  shipped  over  several  lines  of  rail  road  between 
competitive  points  within  the  State,  or  out  of  one  State  into  another,  or  through  a  considera- 
ble .lumber  of  States,  in  one  of  bill  of  lading  called  a  "through  bill  of  lading."  There 
h  one  charge  and  it  is  pro -rated  between  the  several  rail  roads  over  which  the  freight  is  trans- 
ported, according  to  a  previous  agreement  between  U^eni.  ,It  is  what  they  call  "  pooling  the 
rates,''  or  pro-rating  them. 

These  rates  are  very  low  for  the  service  performed  when  compared  to  local  rates.  They 
are  made  by  the  competition  of  various  long  and  contending  lines.  'They  are  much  low^er 
in  proportion  to  the  service  performed,  than  the  local  freight  rate  of  any  one  rail  road. 
Frequently  this  competition  forces  these  rates  far  below  what  is  a  fair  and  just  return  for  the 
service  performed.  This  is  often  true  when  there  is  not  what  is  called  a  "  war  of  rates." 
Competiion  when  unlimited  by  any  f greement  between  the  contending  lines  is  always  a 
"war  of  rates;"  and  in  such  cases  the  rail  roads  take  these  low  and  unremunerative  rates 
because  it  is  that  or  nothing.  They  take  it  because  they  do  not  wish  to  lose  the  business 
themselves  and  are  unwilling  to  see  other  roads  take  it  at  that  price.  They  take  it  because 
they  take  it  in  connection  with  other  business  that  is  more  profitable. 

The  water  lines,  like  the  ocean,  the  great  lakes,  the  Mississippi  River  and  all  other  navi- 
gable rivers  of  this  country,  and  the  Erie  Canal  are  mainly  instrumental  in  forcing  these 
ci\eap  freights.  On  cotton  for  instance,  this  through  rate  is  made  in  Liverpool,  or  at  the 
New  England  mills,  or  at  the  great  commercial  centres  of  the  country,  or  seaports  where 
this  article  is  in  greatest  demand .  It  is  thus  made  in  the  best  markets  for  all  articles  in  gen- 
eral demand. 

These  through  freight  rates  are  made  by  a  convention  of  freight  agents  of  these  conipeting 
lines  of  rail  road.  They  are  made  on  the  general  basis  of  this  competition  for  a  net  work  of 
rail  loads  competing  with  each  other  directly  only  at  a  few  points  indirectly  at  others,  and 
in  the  greater  number  of  instances  not  at  all.  As  they  affect  the  people  ot  Alabamaand  are 
made  to  operate  in  this  State  by  the  action  of  the  rail  roads,  they  may  be  divided  into  two 
(general  classes  and  described  as  follows  : 

V    A  basis  of  through  rates  as  forced  by  direct  competition. 

1  A  basis  of  modified  through  rates  as  forced  by  incomplete  competition  down  to  that 
point  where  this  rate  is  conceded,  the  rate  itself  being  the  rate  made  on  the  basis  of  direct 
competition  to  the  nearest  competitive  point,  with  an  arbitrary  or  the  local  rate  of  one  rail 
road  added. 

Examples  of  the  first  class  may  be  seen  in  the  through  rates  at  Mobile,  Selma  and  Mont- 
gomery. At  each  of  these  cities  there  is  the  direct  competition  of  long  contending  lines 
•■■eaching  either  way  by  rail  or  water  to  the  best  markets  of  the  world .  But  by  reason  of 
beinga  seaport  city.  Mobile  has  considerable  advantage  over  Selma  or  Montgomery  in  these 
^ates,  because  in  addition  to  all  the  others  Mobile  has  direct  ocean  rates. 

Examples  of  the  second  class  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of,  every  town  and  station  in  the 
^tate  of  Alabama  not  embraced  within  the  rule  stated  in  the  first  class.  Here  the  rate  con- 
M>tjj  of  a  combination  of  the  local  rate,  or  in  lieu  thereof  an  arbitrary  rate  of  the  rail  road  on 
*hich  such  town  or  station  is  located,  and  over  which  the  freight  is  shipped,  to  which  is  added 
tbe  through  freight  from  the  terminal  point  of  its  line  after  such  local  rail  road  has  trans- 
ported its  freight  over  its  road.  An  illustration  of  this  would  be  freight  shipped  from  Marion 
h'  «^^ay  of  Selma  to  New  York,  in  which  case  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile  Rail  Road 
^vould  give  a  through  bill  of  lading  from  Marion  to  New  York,  which  would  embrace  the 
local  freight  charge  of  this  rail  road  from  Marion  to  Selma,  to  which  would  be  added  the 
through  freight  rate  from  Selma  to  New  York,    The  term  "arbitrary"  means  a  rate  which 


30 

is  never  higher  than  a  local  rate  and  sometimes  less  ;  and  when  used  stands  in  lieu  of  a  local 
rate  or  part  of  a  pro -rate. 

The  advantage  of  direct  communication  by  one  shipment  over  water  to  even  the  strongest 
competition  between  contending  lines  of  rail  road  is  shown  by  comparison  of  the  through 
freight  rates  of  Mobile,  Selma  &  Montgomery.  Freight  can  be  and  is  brought  from  New 
York  to  Mobile  by  sea  cheaper  than  it  can  be  brought  by  rail  road  either  to  Selma  or  Mont~ 
gomery.  And  if  freight  comes  from  New  York  to  Montgomery  by  way  of  Mobile,  as  is 
frequently  the  case,  there  is  the  through  freight  ocean  charge  from  New  York  to  Mobile  to 
which  is  added  the  local  or  arbitrary  freight  charge  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway, 
or  the  steamboat  freight  up  the  Alabama  River  as  the  case  may  be. 

That  the  two  classes  of  throu^^h  freight  rates  we  have  mentioned  are  thus  different  from, 
each  other  and  unequal  in  the  respects  we  have  stated  is  evident.  The  causes  that  have  made 
them  so  we  have  stated.  These  causes  are  the  superior  facilities  of  the  highest  competition 
by  the  most  favored  routes,  and  the  want  of  them.  There  is  of  course,  dissatisfactions  with 
them.  Montgomery  is  dissatisfied  because  an  associated  line  of  rail  roads  extending  from 
Mobile  to  New  York,  if  they  carry  the  freight  between  these  two  last  named  cities,  must  do 
so  at  ocean  rates  or  not  at  all  ;  and  therefore  carries  them  cheaper  from  New  York  to 
Mobile  than  from  New  York  to  Montgomery,  although  passing  through  Montgomery  on 
their  route  from  New  York  to  Mobile.  While  Opelika  is  dissatisfied  in  like  manner  because 
through  freights  are  not  as  cheap  from  New  York  to  Opelika  as  from  New  York  to  Mont- 
gomery, although  the  cars  pass  through  Opelika  on  their  way  with  this  freight  from  New 
York  to  Montgomery.  It  will  be  seen  in  each  of  these  instances  that  at  Opelika  the  want 
of  direct  competition  makes  one  through  freight  rate  ;  while  at  Montgomery  and  Selma  the 
existence  of  this  direct  competition  of  ;-ail  roads  makes  a  lower  through  freight  rate  than  at 
Opelika  ;  and  at  Mobile  the  still  greater  competition  and  cheaper  transportation  of  the 
ocean,  makes  these  through  freight  rates  lower  at  Mobile  than  at  Selma  or  Montgomery. 

The  only  tribunal  that  could  have  power  to  correct  these  inequalities  would  be  a  National 
Rail  Road  Commission,  or  an  Inter  State  Rail  Road  Commission  of  all  the  States,  in  which 
these  different  rail  road  lines  are  located.  But  neither  of  these  tribunals  would  have  the 
power  to  bring  the  ocean  up  to  Montgomery,  nor  to  carry  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  rail 
road  system  over  to  Opelika  to  compete  with  the  Georgia  rail  road  system  at  that  point. 
And  whenever  either  of  these  tribunals  would  put  through  rates  on  rail  roads  as  low  as  they 
are  forced  by  direct  competition,  then  they  would  do  more  thah  has  ever  been  done  by  any 
Rail  Road  Commission,  either  in  Europe  or  America.  And  in  attempting  to  adjust  and 
make  all  these  through  freight  rates  equal  in  proportion  to  distance,  whichever  of  these  tri- 
bunals should  attempt  that  task,  would  find  itself  confronted  by  the  fact  that  the  watar  lines 
of  the  country  over  which  it  has  no  jurisdiction,  the  ocean  and  the  navigable  rivers,  were  not 
only  competing,  but  cheaper  channels  for  transporting  freight  than  these  rail  roads,  and  that 
seaport  cities  being  the  terminal  points  of  rail  roads,  and  having  the  still  greater  advantage 
of  ocean  rates  of  freight,  would  continue  to  enjoy  advantages  in  this  respect,  which  it  could 
not  do  away  with,  over  country  towns  and  way  stations  in  the  interior,  unless  it  went  into  the 
business  of  destroying  existing  markets  to  make  others  that  do  not  exist. 

These  are  plain  facts.  They  are  not  matters  of  speculation  or  theory.  We  report  theni 
because  the  statute  requires  us  to  do  so.  It  is  manifest  that  no  one  State  rail  road  commi^- 
sion  has  any  power  to  correct  them.  It  is  equally  evident  that  no  commission  would  have 
power  to  fully  correct  and  adjust  them,  unless  it  also  had  jurisdiction  over  all  the  competing 
water  lines  as  well  as  the  rail  roads,  and  that  if  it  attempted  to  control  competition  at  places 
where  such  competition  existed  in  favor  of  places  where  there  was  no  such  competitton 
it  would  have  to  put  its  judgment  in  the  place  of  competition,  and  exercise  its  discretion  by 
determining  how  much  and  how  little  of  a  market  each  of  many  different  localities  should 
have,  and  how  much  and  how  little  enterprise  there  should  be  on  the  various  transportation 
lines  of  the  country.  Experience  has  shown  that  it  is  not  every  inequality  among  men  that 
can  be  corrected  by  law,  and  this  is  equally  true  of  business  inequalities  depending  on  enter- 
prise and  competition  and  the  natural  advantages  which  some  markets  have  over  otlier  mar- 
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kets  in  their  relations  to  commerce,  however  glad  the  human  mind  and  heart  would  be  to  do 
away  with  everj  such  inequality,  and  have  all  men  "  created  equal"  and  every  market  made 
equal  to  every  other  market. 

We  are  not  to  be  understood  as  defending  these  through  freight  rates.     In  connection  with 
the  competion  of  some  markets,  they  do  sometimes  operate  seriously   to  the  prejudice  of 
other  markets  ;  and  whenever  this  is  the  case  the  power  that  makes  these  through   rates 
oug^t  at  least  to  correct  its  part  of  this,  and  if  it  will  not,  they  ought  to  be  corrected  by   tri- 
bunals created  by  law  for  this  purpose.     What  we  mean  by  its  part  of  this  is,  equal  and  fair 
rates  to  all  similarly  situated,  for  it  cannot  control  the  competition  of  different  markets  ;  and 
in  the  absence  of  agreed  through  freight  rates  between  competing  lines,  each  of  these  lines 
is  in  a  war  of  competition  respecting  through  freight  rates  with  every  other  competing  line. 
We  have  reported  the  "  facts"  as  they  are  and  the  caused  that  produce  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  "the  working"  of  this  branch  of  "  the  railway  system  of  this  State."  These 
through  freight  rates  will  be  seen  in  the  tariffs  of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steamship  asso- 
ciation printed  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report,  which  shows  these  through  freight  rates  gen- 
erally in  Alabama,  and  to  all  other  competitive  points  as  put  into  effect  September  1st,  1882. 

GRAIN  AND  MEAL  RATES. 

That  feature  of  the  Revised  Tariffs  relating  to  rates  on  grain  and  meal  is  deserving  of  a 
separate  notice.  It  will  be  observed  that  we  made  the  rate  less  on  grain,  than  on  meal.  In 
this  we  were  influenced  by  the  difference  in  value  in  grain  before  and  af^er  being  manufac- 
tured into  meal.  We  were  further  influenced  by  the  fact  that  what  are  known  as  "Millers* 
Rates/*  predicated  upon  this  difference  in  value  of  grain  before  and  af\er  being  manufactured 
into  meal,  are  very  generally  given  by  rail  road  companies  to  millers  in  other  States.  Unless 
therefore  such  a  difference  was  made  here,  Alabama  mills  would  not  be  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing to  compete  in  this  branch  of  industry  with  mills  of  other  States  ;  and  the  mills  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee  and  Geoagia  could  make  meal  and  sell  it  in  Alabama  cheaper  than  an  Ala- 
bama mill  could,  even  when  the  mills  of  these  other  States  had  paid  the  freight  of  transporting 
tiieir  meal  to  Alabama,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  manufacturing  it,  and  though  the  price  of  grain 
in.those  States  and  in  Alabama  was  the  same.  Alabama  mills  are  "industrial  enterprises" 
within  the  meaning  of  our  Statute,  and  as  such  the  rail  roads  could  have  conceded  to  them 
'Especial  rates."  But  the  rail  roads  would  not  do  this,  and  the  consequence  was  that  Alabama 
was  filled  with  meal  brought  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  and  sold  in  Alabama 

cheaper  than  the  mills  in  Alabama  could  buy  the  grain  in  those  States  and  transport  it  over 
the  rail  roads. 

We  had  no  power  of  course  to  require  the  rail  roads  to  give  Alabama  mills  "special  rates" 
and  the  only  way  we  could  correct  this  was  by  making  the  difference  in  freight  between 
grain,  and  meal  as  shown  in  the  Revised  Tariffs.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  what  we 
^ve  done,  has  to  a  large  extent  corrected  this  evil. 

In  recommending  these  rates  we  had  to  have  regard  on  the  one  hand  to  what  was  a  fair 
difference  between  the  value  of  these  different  articles  and  the  rates  of  transportation  on  them, 
and  on  the  other  hand  of  making  such  a  difference  as  would  not  give  Alabama  mills  a  monopoly 
of  the  grain  business  in  this  State.  The  tariffs  which  were  in  force  when  we  revised  them, 
had  generally  the  same  freight  rate  on  grain  as  on  meal. 

COAL  RATES. 

We  made  a  system  of  coal  rates  that  is  perhaps  a  proper  subject  of  separate  notice.  We 
found  coal  rates  prevailing,  which  on  examination,  w^e  were  satisfied  were  too  high.  These 
*ill  be  seen  in  the  tariffs  of  the  companies  filed  for  revision  as  set  forth  in  this  report  and  it 
'**  unnecessary  here  to  repeat  them.  But  we  found  great  difficulty  in  reducing  and  ajusting 
^emin  any  satisfactory  manner.  Finallj',  af\er  we  had  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labor 
<^n  this  subject,  we  at  last  concluded  to  recommend  and  did  recommend  the  season  rates  as 
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shown  in  the  Revised  Tariffs,  on  all  the  rail  roads  except  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula,  the 
Columbus  &  Western  and  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Roads.  On  these  three  last  rail  roads 
the  existing  rates  were  already  very  low  and  in  fact  loWer  than  the  rates  we  recommended. 

In  making  this  season  rate  we  had  regard  to  the  business  of  rail  roads  as  well  as  to  the 
convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public. 

From  the  1st  of  May  to  the  1st  of  September  when  rail  roads  are  hauling  less  of  other 
freights  we  put  these  coal  freights  lower  in  order  to  give  them  more  of  this  business  at  a  time 
when  they  had  a  great  deal  less  of  other  freight  business  and  therefore  would  most  need  tliis 
coal  business,  and  could  afford  to  do  it  cheaper.  In  the  month  of  September  when  rail  roads 
would  be  more  occupied  with  other  freights  we  recommended  an  increase  in  these  summer 
rates.  During  the  period  from  October  Ist  to  May  Ist,  when  the  rail  roads  would  have 
their  greatest  business  of  f. eights,  we  recommended  an  additional  increase  on  the  Septc'ii- 
ber  rate,  but  even  this  last  was  considerably  lower  than  the  rates  we  found  in  force. 

COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  THE  REVISED  PASSENGER  TARIFFS. 

The  complaints  under  the  revised  passenger  tariffs  have  been  few  in  number,  and  none  of 
them  have  related  to  alleged  errors  in  the  basis  of  the  rates.  Such  of  them  as  have  been  made 
were  predicated  on  mere  numerical  calculations  where  it  was  insisted  that  the  rail  road  company 
charged  more  according  to  distance  in  consequence  of  a  w.-ong  mea.surement  of  its  road,  or 
where  it  was  claimed  that  the  charge  was  excessive  in  a  fraction  of  five  cents.  The  last  of 
these  were  trivial  and  resulted  from  a  rule  that  where  the  charge  was  not  as  much  as  five  cents, 
but  was  two  and  one-half  cents  or  more,  in  making  the  change,  then  the  company  charged 
the  passenger  five  cents,  and  on  the  other  hand  if  it  was  less  than  two  and  one-half  cents, 
then  the  company  lost  it.  The  object  of  this  rule  is  to  save  the  necessity  of  making  change 
in  copper  cents,  and  >yhen  it  can  not  be  made  exactly  in  any  other  way,  and  as  will  be  seen, 
there  is  no  advantage  in  it  either  to  the  company  or  the  traveller.  In  one  instance  the  rail 
road  was  measured  by  the  contesting  parties  and  the  matter  was  investigated  and  settled  by 
us,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  will  be  found  under  this  head  in  tlie  appendix  of 
this  report. 

COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  REVISED  FREIGHT  TARIFFS. 

As  might  have  been  reasonably  expected  in  the  continual  clashing  of  business  interests 
complaints  against  the  Revised  Freight  Tariffs  have  been  more  numerous..  In  many 
instances  these  were  made  by  parties  from  a  mere  want  of  familiarity  with  the  rates,  and 
classifications  of  a  rail  road  freight  tariff,  and  when  made  by  letter  were  corrected  by  letter 
from  the  Commission,  and  when  made  orally  to  the  Commission  as  was  frequently  the  case* 
were  answered  and  corrected  by  the  Commission,  explaining  to  the  parties  the  tariffs  com- 
plained of  from  the  certified  originals  in  our  office. 

Such  of  these  complaints  as  assumed  the  form  of  controversy  before  us  were  examined  by 
the  Commission,  and  most  usually  depositions  of  witnesses  were  taken,  and  the  Commission 
decided  them.  The  decisions  of  the  Commission  on  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  report,  and  illustrates  tlie  character  of  the  complaints,  the  questions 
involved,  and  the  views  of  the  Commission.  Among  these  decisions  will  be  found  some 
relating  to  "  through  rates,"  others  to  "  conventional  or  joint  rates  "  and  "  combined  locals." 
All  of  these  for  tlie  sake  of  convenience  arc  placed  in  this  connection  in  the  Appendix 
because  they  relate  to  freight  rates  and  tlie  operation  of  the  Revised  Tariffs  in  respect  of 
"tlirough  rates  "  and  "joint  rates"  and  "combined  locals."  The  depositions  taken  in  these 
proceedings  we  do  not  report  although  they  are  on  file  in  our  ofHce,  because  the  facts  stated 
in  the  opinions  will  give  a  sufficiently  clear  idea  of  the  points  involved. 

Many  complaints  in  reference  to  the  operation  of  these  Revised  Tariffs  as  carried  out  by 
the  railroads,  were  made  to  us  by  letter  and  settled  by  correspondence  as  the  letter  books  in 
our  office  will  show  ;  and  others  made   orally  were  settled  by  correspondence  between  the 
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Commission  and  the  ail  road  company  complained  against.  During  the  first  six  or  seven 
months  after  the  Revised  Freight  Tariffs  went  into  effect,  these  complaints  were  numerous* 
but  as  the  rules  governing  such  matters  became  better  known  to  the  public  and  the  rail  road 
compmies,  such  complaints  bocime  much  less  frequent,  and  the  matters  involved  were 
adjibtedb/  tlio  companies  without  resort  to  the  Commission. 

OVERCHARGES  ON  THROUGH  FREIGHTS. 


A  custom  had  grown  up  among  the  rail  roads  of  collecting  "overcharges  "  on  through 
f.ii^ht  Although  wc  had  no  jurisdiction  over  through  freights  outside  the  State  of  Ala- 
Laraa,  or  the  making  of  them  in  other  States  except  as  to  the  very  small  proportion  of  the 
.*cnice  performed  in  relation  to  their  earnings  in  this  State,  and  of  considering  the  amount 
of  earnings  derived  from  them  in  connection  with  the  other  earnings  of  the  rail  road  for  the 
pi:rpose  of  arriving  at  what  was  a  "  fair  and  just  return  upon  the  value  of  the  railroad  and 
its  appurtenances,"  yet  when  "overcharges"  on  them  were  collected  of  the  people  of  this 
State  on  freight  delivered  here,  we  felt  that  we  did  have  jurisdiction  to  prevent  such  an 
exaction  as  this,  and  accordingly  we  exercised  it.  One  decision  on  this  subject  by  the  Com- 
mission was  all  that  was  necessar  v.  That  decision  will  be  found  under  this  title  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  report. 

UNJUST  DISCRIMINATION. 

The  means  and  methods  by  which  a  rail  road  company  may  be  guilty  of  "  unjust  discrimi- 
nation "  under  the  Statute  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons 
operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  approved  February  26th,  1881,  are  various.     It  would  be 
difficult  indeed  to  enumerate  them.     But  it  is  not  true  that  every  discrimination  made  by  a 
rail  road  company  in  the  course  of  its  business  is  an  '*  unjust  discrimination."    The  Statute 
in  term;;  leaves  the  whole  field  of  just  discrimination  open  to  a  rail  road  company  in  the 
transaction  of  its  business,  and  only  prohibits  " unjust  discrimination."     If  a  rail  road  com- 
pany  could  exercise  no  discrimination  in  the  conduct  of  its  business,  it  would  be  so  fettered 
bjr  such  a  restriction  that  it  could  not  conduct  its  business  at  all  and  would  be  deprived  of 
rights  which  are  plainly  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  What  constitutes  "  unjust  discrimi- 
nation" is  a  question  of  law  as  well  as  of  fact,  and  it  is  in  its  nature  a  judicial  question.  And 
it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  ^'  unjust  discrimination  "  is  always  the  effect  of   a  design   to 
produce  that  result.     It  may  and  does  occur  in  the  making  of  freight  regulations,  or  in  the 
(Baking  or  operation  of  freight  tariffs,  when  there  was  plainly  no  design  on  the  part  of  the 
r»il  road  company  to  perpetrate  **  unjust  discrimination,"  and  when  it  could  have  no  motive 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind  and  no  benefit  to  gain  from  it,  and  when  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances completely  negative  any  such  design.     Such  instances  have  come  before  us.    Yet.  the 
'*  unJQst  discrimination  "  under  the  Statute  was  none  the  less  complete.      Rail  road  officials 
»nd  agents  are  not  lawyers  and  judges,  and  while  they  exercise  a  large  amount  of  the  func- 
iion«  of  civil  government,  and  of  governing  this  country,  it  is  not  done  so  much  with  ref- 
erence to  constitutions  and  laws,  as  it  is  with  respect  to  the  transaction  of  their  multitudi- 
nous business.      Everything  with  them  is  business.     If    they  reward   friends   or   punish 
enemies,  it  is  in  business,  and  it  is  done  in  a  business  -like  way  ;  but  the  chief  business  with 
^m  is  to  bring  the  reward  to  the  companies  they  represent  without  stopping  to  consider 
*hoof  the  general  public  are  most  benefitted  or  injured  by  their  operations.      We  have  had 
P^^>ceediag8  before  us  involving  the  construction  and  administration  of  this  part  of  the 
Statute  and  our  decisions  upon  them  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 
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ESTABLISHMENT  OF  DEPOTS. 

We  have  had  proceedings  before  us  in  several  instances  on  the  subject  of  establishing  or 
continuing  depots,  and  our  decisions  witli  the  notification  sent  to  the  companies  in  each  of 
these  proceedings  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

FENCING  RAILROADS. 

In  the  administration  of  the  statute  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  notify  several  of  the 
rail  road  companies  to  fence  a  portion  of  their  line;  and  we  have  also  declined  to  do  so  where 
complaint  of  this  character  has  been  made  to  us.  The  notifications  sent  to  each  of  the  rail 
road  companies  with  our  decisions  upon  the  matters  involved  in  each  of  these  proceedings 
are  furnished  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

DEPOT  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  RECEIPT  AND  DELIVERY  OF  FREIGHT 

AND  SALE   OF  PASSENGER  TICKETS. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  by  the  statute  whenever  it  may  be  found 
necessary  to  notify  the  different  rail  road  companies  of  such  '^depot  regulations  as  will  pro- 
mote the  public  security  and  convenience  respecting  freight  and  passengers.  These  regula- 
tions as  made  by  the  companies  themselves  are  in  general  very  complete,  and  we  have  only 
in  a  few  instances  had  occasion  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction  as  to  freight  regulations.  The 
decisions  and  recommendations  we  made  in  these  cases  are  presented  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  report.  A  regulation  as  to  the  sale  of  passenger  tickets  also  came  before  us  and  our 
decision  upon  this  will  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

These  regulations  whether  passenger  or  freight,  depend  quite  as  much  on  the  manner  In 
which  thoy  are  administered  as  on  the  justice  of  the  regulations  themselves.  In  most  instan- 
ces these  regulations  are  well  administered.  It  occasionally  occurshowever,  in  many  excep- 
tional cases  that  these  regulations  are  bad  ly^  ad  ministered  and  in  such  a  M-ay  as  to  thwart 
instead  of  promoting  the  security,  accommodation  and  convenience  of  the  public.  This 
leads  to  much  annoyance,  irritation  and  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  individuals,  but  they 
usually  submit  to  it  without  making  complaint  as  they  ought  to  do  to  the  company.  The 
cause  of  this  is  that  these  depot  agents  in  the  cases  named  are  very  unfit  for  the  positions 
they  hold.  The  salaries  paid  them  cannot  be  large  consistently  with  the  amount  and  char- 
acter of  the  business  they  do,  but  it  would  greatly  improve  the  business  of  every  rail  road 
company  in  this  State,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  still  more  promote  the  accommodation, 
security  and  convenience  of  the  public  if  every  such  rail  road  company  would  exercise  the 
most  rigid  scrutiny  over  the  conduct  of  depot  agents  toward  the  public,  and  with  unsparini; 
firmness  promptly  remove  e\ery  one  of  them  found  incompetent  or  objectionable  in  the 
particulars  named.  If,  in  addition  to  this  every  such  company  would  increase  this  giade  of 
their  service  by  paying  larger  salaries,  which  would  command  the  services  of  more  compe- 
tent and  efHcient  men,  they  would  find  that  their  business  interests  whculd  be  very  largely 
promoted  by  it.  If  every  depot  agent  was  rs  polite,  accommodating  and  efficient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  as  conductors  of  trains,  as  a  rule  are,  it  would  redound  very  much  to 
the  ppcuniary  benefit  of  the  companies  they  represent  and  would  confer  substantial  benefits 
upon  the  public  in  the  locality  of  every  such  depot.  There  is  no  leason  why  they  should 
not  be,  for  conductors  of  trains  have  to  administer  regulations  far  more  difficult  of  adminis- 
tration, and  requiring  more  patience  and  firmness  in  dealing  often  times  with  rude  and  disor- 
derly passengers,  and  with  all  classes  of  people.  Yet  there  is  no  class  of  men  in  the  com- 
munity who,  as  a  rule,  are  more  polite,  gentlemanly  and  accommodating  and  yet  patient  and 
resolute  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  than  conductors  of  trains.  And  on  the  other  hand 
there  are  no  men  in  the  community  more  notorious  for  rudness,  impoliteness  and  want  of 
jurcommodation  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  than  the  exceptional  depot  agents  to  whom 
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we  hive  referred.    So  they  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  company  they  represent  and  get 

their  salaries  seems  to  be  about  all  they  care  for.     They  seem  to  have  no  proper  conception 

of  the  spirit  of  justice  and  accommodation  to  the  public  which  is  demanded  by  the  position 

they  hold,  nor  of  their  duty  to  the  company  they  represent,  in  this  regard.     When  they  have 

been  so  far  successful  in  the  exercise  of  their  peculiar  talents  as  to  bring  odium  and  injury 

on  the  business  of  the  company  they  represent,  they  depend  usually  on  the  same  personal 

favoritism  that  appointed  them,  to  defend  and  sustain  them,  or  they  raise  the  ever  convenient 

\  CTT  of"  Persecution."  The  best  regulations  would  be  injudiciously  and  badly  administered  by 

Rich  men,  and  regulations  requiring  the  exercise  of  any  considerable  discretion  cannot  be 

efl'justed  to  them  at  all'  without  t'.ie  certainty  of  being  abused  except  in  the  cases  of  their 

friends  and  favorites.     There  is  not  a  rail  road  company  in  the  State  of  any  considerable 

length  or  much  business  that  has  not  suffered   from  such  depot  agents  in  its  business,  and 

that  is  not  suffering  from  tliem  now. 

REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  RUNNING  OF  PASSENGER  TRAINS. 

These  regulations  are  in  general  admirable  and  well  adapted  tb  the  business  to  which 
they  relate.  They  are  also  well  a  Iministered  by  skillfull  superintendents,  train  dispatchers, 
conductors  and  engine  drivers.  The  nature  of  the  service  they  reguLite  is  one  that  is  vital 
and  extraordinary.  Slight  delays,  o^ving  sometimes  to  sudden  and  unavoidable  injuries  to 
the  track,  or  to  the  machinery  of  the  engine  or  cars,  or  to  delay  of  connecting  lines,  or 
other  mishaps  incident  to  this  service  v.hicli human  skill  can  not  prevent,  occasionally  occur, 
but  they  are  of  rare  occurrence,  and  seldom  produce  serious  inconvenience.  In  one  instance 
there  seemed  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rule  we  have  here  stated  developed  in  an  investiga- 
tion before  us  in  the  case  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road,  but  it  was  promptly  cor- 
rected ;  and  our  action  in  this  particular  instance  will  be  seen  under  this  head  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  report. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  this  passenger  service :  the  through,  and  local  accommodation 
trains.  Every  first  class  road  usually  has  both  branches  of  this  service  in  daily  use — a  train 
carrying  the  fast  mail  with  none  but  passenger  cars  attached — and  a  local  accommodation 
train,  being  a  mixed  train  of  passenger  and  freight  cars.  Other  rail  roads  of  the  State 
usually  run  mixed  passenger  and  freight  trains  over  their  lines  daily  except  Sundays,  though 
there  are  a  few  of  them  that  do  not  run  passenger  trains  quite  this  often.  We  have  very 
seldom  had  occasion  to  make  any  suggestions  or  recommendations  in  reference  to  these 
regulations,  or  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  administered  and  operated. 

REGULATIONS  FOR  RUNNING  FREIGHT  TRAINS. 

These  also  have  been  carried  to  a  very  high  degree  of  jjerfection  in  the  transaction  of  the 
freight  service  business,  'j'he  system,  method  and  regularity  with  which  these  regulations 
art  executed  is  admirable.  Accumulations  of  through  freight  at  points  in  course  of  trans- 
portation where  the  amount  of  this  is  suddenly  and  unaccountably  large  in  exceptional 
Cites  may  sometimes  occur  for  short  periods  of  time,  but  these  are  most  unusual  and  are 
Dot  the  fault  of  these  regulations,  or  their  administration,  but  are  usually  traceable  to  the 
tnows  and  freshets  which  interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  road.  Accumulations  of  local 
freights  owing  to  delays  of  transportation  are  of  still  more  unusual  occurrence.  Mistakes 
in  the  proper  transmission  and  delivery  of  freights  very  risirely  ever  happen.  This  branch 
of  the  rail  road  service  deserves  high  commendation. 

ACCIDENTS  TO  TRAINS  RESULTING  IN  SERIOUS  PERSONAL  INJURY 

The  Statute  requires  us  to  investigate  "  accidents  to  trains  attended  by  serious  personal 
injury."  We  first  construed  this  language  of  the  Statute  as  embracing  every  case  where 
serious  personal  mjury  was  done  to  any  person  by  a  train.     But  subsequent  reflection  and 
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consideration  convinced  us  that  thi«  constfuction  was  too  broad,  and  that  taking  into  view 
all  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  and  its  object  and  purposes,  it  was  not  what  the  Statute 
meant,  and  was  not  a  reasonable  construction. 

An  "  accident  to  a  train"  is  an  event  in  which  there  must  necessarily  be  some  injury  to 
the  train  itself.     Such  an  "  accident"  occurs  when  there  is  a  collision,  or  the  train  runs  off 
the  track,  or  goes  through  a  bridge  or  trestle,  or  the  track  gives  away,  or  a  car  wheel  breaks, 
or  a  defective  rail,  or  from  some  action  of  the  engine  or  the  brakes,  and  other  examples  that 
might  be  named.     But  it  is  no  "accident  to  a  train"  when  the  train  is  on  the  track,  nothing 
whatever  the  matter  with  the  train,  nor  its  machinery,  and  the  train  is  moving  along   its 
course  on  its  usual  journey  and  in  its  usual  manner,  and  in  this  condition  of  affairs  it  runs 
over  some  person  who  is  asleep  on  the  track,  or  drunk  on  the  track,  or  otherwise  negligently, 
carelessly,  improperly  and  wrongfully  on  the  track,  and  nothing  whatever  happens  to  the 
injury  Of  the  train  or  its  machinery.     The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  employees  of  trains 
injured  where  there  is  no  "  accident"  whatever  to  the  train.    These  are  "  accidents"  to  the 
individual  injured,  and  not  to  the  train.     There  is  in  every  such  instance  no  more  of  an 
*'  accident  to  the  train"  than  if  the  person  injured  had  not  been  on  the  track  or  injured  at  all. 
And  while  in  such  a  case  an  inquest  by  a  coronor's  jury  is  necessary  and  proper  under  the 
law,  and  the  rail  road  company  may,  or  may  not  have  incurred  civil  liability,  or  its  agents 
criminal  liability  according  to  the  circumstances  to  be  investigated  and  determined  by  the 
courts ;  yet  there  is  nothing  in  such  an  event  that  affects  the  security,  accommodation  or 
convenience  of  the  travelling  public  or  rail  road  trains  in  the  remotest  degree,  and  there  could» 
be  no  investigation  of  it  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  which  would  in  the  slightest  manner 
bring  to  light  facts  that  would  enable  the  Commission  to  make  any  recommendation  to  the 
rail  road  company  in  reference  to  the  operation  of  its  trains,  or  maintaining  its  track,  so  as 
to  promote  the  security,  accommodation  and  convenience  of  the  public. 

But  where  there  is  an  **  accident  to  a  train"  such  as  collision,  jumping  the  track,  falling 
through  a  bridge  or  trestle,  breaking  a  car  wheel,  or  from  a  defective  rail  or  joint,  running 
at  too  high  a  rate  of  speed,  or  running  off  of  schedule  or  train  time,  and  in  the  language  of 
the  Statute  it  is  "  attended  by  serious  personal  injury"  in  cither  or  any  of  these  instances 
and  others  that  might  be  named,  a  case  has  occurred  witliin  the  letter  of  the  Statute  and  as 
we  construe  it,  within  its  fair  meaning. 

With  two  exceptions,  no  "accidents  to  a  rail  road  train  attended  by  serious  personal  in- 
jury" of  the  kind  making  it  our  duty  to  investigate  them  according  to  our  construction  of 
the  Statute  as  above  set  forth,  have  occurred  during  the  twelve  months  embraced  in  this 
report.  Some  cases  of  the  kind  have  occurred,  such  as  we  have  above  described  as  not  being 
matters  which  it  was  our  duty  to  investigate  according  to  our  construction  of  the  Statute, 
and  we  have  not  investigated  them.  These  were  instances  where  men  were  asleep  or -drunk 
on  the  track,  and  were  run  over  and  killed  by  passing  trains,  at  night  in  nearly  every  case. 
Another  fact  that^we  should  state  is  that  we  have  never  had  time  to  investigate  matters  of 
this  description  without  neglecting  others  pending  before  us  that  were  clearly  and  plainly 
within  our  jurisdiction. 

Never  in  the  history  of  this  State,  nor  in  the  history  of  any  State  so  far  as  our  researches 
have  extended  has  there  been  such  an  exemption  from  accidents  to  rail  road  trains 
attended  by  serious  personal  injury,  as  in  the  State  of  Alabama  during  the  twelve  months 
covered  by  tliis  report.  When  the  number  of  the  rail  roads  in  this  State  is  considered  it  is 
indeed  a  remarkable  result  and  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  the  good  management  of  these 
rail  roads  in  running  their  trains.  One  of  the  exceptions  we  have  named  occurred  on  the 
Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road,  and  the  other  on  the  Selma  &  New  Orleans,  and  will 
be  shown  in  a  later  portion  of  this  report.  We  recommend  the  repeal  of  this  section  of  the 
statute,  for  reasons  hereinafter  set  forth. 
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COMBINED  LOCAL  RATES. 

We  repeat  what  is  stated  in  our  first  annual  report  upon  the  evil  of  combined  local  rates  on 

business  done  over  the  rail  roads  of  this  State,  and  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  joint  rates. 

We  renew  our  recommendation  made  in  that  report.     In  addition  to  what  is  there  said  in 

support  of  that  recommendation  we  desire  to  add  that  the  rail  roads  of  this  State  are  very 

generally  of  the  same  guage,  so  that  loaded  freight  cars  can  easily  be  switched  off  one  road 

on  to  another  without  breaking  bulk  of  freight  or  unloading  and  reloading  the  cars  and  can 

be  done  without   any    serious  inconvenience  to  the  rail    roads,  and  in  fact  it  is  to  the 

interest  of  connecting  roads  to  do  so.     In  revising  the  freight  tariffs  of  each  of  these  rail 

roads,  under  the  Statute  we  had  to  revise  them  separately.     In  doing  this  we  were  obliged 

for  reasons  already  stated,  to  allow  them  higher  rates  in  proportion  for  short  distances  than 

for  longer  hauls. 

In  many  instances  they  take  advantage  of  this  by  charging  combined  local  rates  allowed 
separately  to  each  of  the  two  connecting  lines  on  short  distantes,  which  as  will  be  seen  is 
greatly  more  than  the  service  is  worth,  and  an  oppressive  exaction.  If  they  are  allowed  to 
charge  these  combined  locals  in  some  instances  they  will  do  so,  and  in  others  they  will  not, 
thus  producing  a  glaring  inequality  in  rates  for  the  same  service,  and  all  the  evils  of  "unjust 
diM:rimination.*' 

MONTHLY  REPORTS  FROMRAIL  ROAD  COMPANIES  OF  COMPARATIVE 

EARNINGS. 

The  changes  made  by  the  Revised  Tariffs,  as  well  as  the  supervision  we  are  required  by 
the  Statute  to  exercise  over  the  operations  of  rail  roads  in  this  State,  made  it  desirable  that  we 
fihould  keep  ourselves  advised  of  the  effect  of  these  tariffs  on  tlie  business  of  these  rail  roads. 
The  23rd  and  27th  sections  of  the  Statute  each  provided  in  the  most  summary  way  for  obtain- 
ing this  information  though  by  different  methods.  Knowing  that  they  made  up  monthly 
returns  of  their  business  generally  it  occured  to  us  as  being  an  easy  and  convenient  way  for 
them  to  furnish  us  monthly  returns  of  their  business,  and  accordingly  we  requested  of  them 
to  make  us  such  monthly  reports,  and  in  such  form  as  would  show  their  comparative  earn- 
ings monthly,  with  the  same  months  of  the  previous  year.  This  they  each  promptly  promised 
to  do.  A  few  of  them  have  furnished  us  these  reports,  but  others  have  not.  Where  these 
rail  roads  are  wholly  within  the  State  of  Alabama  there. is  no  difficulty  in  furnishing  this 
information  ;  but  where,  as  io  the  case  of  others,  only  a  portion  of  their  roads,  and  with  several 
of  them,  only  a  very  small  portion  of  their  roads  are  in  Alabama,  the  nearest  approach  that 
can  be  made  to  this  is  the  business  of  the  stations  on  the  line  in  Alabama,  and  this  would  not 
onhrace  fares  paid  on  the  cars,  or  proportion  of  through  rates,  and  as  to  the  last  there  could 
only  be  a  mileage  basis  estimate.  From  those  operated  partly  within,  and  in  part  without 
the  State,  these  reports  show  only  the  aggregate  earnings  of  the  whole  line,  though  in  this 
'wpect  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  which  shows  both,  is  an  exception.  For 
*c  reasons  stated  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  information  by  these  monthly 
^rts  of  the  earning  of  that  portion  of  these  rail  roads  in  Alabama.  As  we  have  stated 
thoise  operated  wholly  within  the  State  are  without  any  such  excuse;  and  some  of  these  have 
felled  to  furnish  such  monthly  reports.  We  supposed  that  as  each  of  these  rail  road  com- 
panies being  operated  under  tariffs  in  which  there  were  considerable  reductions  made,  as 
shown  in  this  report,  that  if  there  was  any  falling  off  in  their  business  owing  to  these  reduc- 
tions they  would  be  prompt  to  show  the  fact  by  this  system  of  monthly  reports.  In  view  o£ 
these  reductions  and  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  making  of  them,  we 
felt  disposed  to  let  them  stand  until  we  saw  the  annual  returns  of  these  companies,  unless 
their  monthly  reports  showed  the  necessity  for  an  earlier  change,  and  as  their  monthly  reports 
i^ve  shown  nothing  of  the  kind  we  have  made  no  alterations  in  these  Revised  Tariffs, 
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except  as  shown  in  this  report,  unlil  we  could  see  and  consider  their  annual  returns  and  any 
further  investigation  that  we  might  desire  to  make  of  the  matters  involved  in  the  case  oi 
each  companj. 

MODES  OF  PROCEDURE  BY  THE  RAIL  ROAD  COMMISSION. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  any  board  of  officers  like  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  dispose 
of  the  variety  of  business  details  daily  coming  before  them  without  having  some  established 
rules  of  procedure.  We  found  these  necessary;  and  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report  and 
.under  this  title  we  furnished  a  copy  of  these  rules  as  adopted  by  the  Commission.  We 
also  found  it  necessary  to  establish  a  course  of  procedure  in  matters  coming  before  us  involv- 
ing controversy.  This  we  also  report  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report.  The  practice  under 
this  course  of  procedure  is  for  the  Commission  to  give  a  very  brief  but  sufficient  notice  to  all 
the  parties  in  interest  of  the  time  and  place  when  the  complaint  will  be  heard.  When  they 
appear,  as  they  always  do,  and  sometimes  with  their  counsel,  their  witnesses  are  sworn  by 
the  Commission  and  examined  under  oath  and  their  depositions  reduced  to  writing  and 
signed  by  them.  There  is  examination  and  cross  examination  of  these  witnesses;  and  the 
Commission  itself  always  participates  in  every  such  examination  of  the  witnesses  so  as  to 
bring  out  all  the  evidence  fully  and  particularly  in  reference  to  the  questions  involved. 
When  all  the  evidence  oral  and  documentary,  is  presented  by  each  of  the  parties,  the  Com- 
mission then  decides  the  questions  involved,  and  files  a  written  opinion,  a  copy  of  which  is 
sent  to  each  party  in  interest  and  usually  published  in  a  newspaper,  and  a  copy  of  this  news- 
paper is  sent  to  every  rail  road  company  of  this  State  in  order  that  every  such  company 
may  know  what  the  rulings  of  the  Commission  are  upon  these  questions,  and  in  order  also 
that  the  public  generally  may  be  informed  of  the  same  things.  We  have  found  that  this 
publication  of  these  decisions  has  answered  a  very  valuable  purpose.  It  has  kept  the  public 
and  the  rail  road  companies  advised  of  the  action  and  rulings  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission 
on  these  subjects  ;  and  it  has  saved  the  trouble  and  necessity  of  other  complaints  where  the 
same  or  similar  questions  were  involved.  The  Statute  evidently  contemplates  that  all  mat- 
ters of  this  character  shall  be  disposed  of  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  in  this  respect 
we  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  the  manifest  intention  of  the  Statute. 

As  we  have  already  stated  these  controversies  which  assume  this  shape  constitute  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  complaints  disposed  of  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission.  These  com- 
plaints generally  and  usually  are  disposed  of  by  correspondence,  or  still  more  speedily  in  the 
office  of  ^ the  Commission,  without  the  necessity  of  witnesses  or  trials,  relating  as  they  do  in 
nearly  every  instance  to  details  of  tariffs  which  are  in  the  office  of  the  Commission  and  with 
which  the  Commissioners  are  familiar.  • 

GENERAL    CONVENTION    OF    RAIL   ROAD   COMMISSIONERS    OF  THE 

DIFFERENT    STATES. 

As  required  by  section  31  of  the  Statute  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  com- 
panies and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  we  corresponded  with  the  Rail  Road 
Commissions  of  the  different  States  of  the  Union  having  such  commissions,  and  also  with 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  last  General  Convention  of  Rail  Road  Commissioneis,  and 
in  addition  to  this  with  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  having  no  Rail  Road  Commis- 
sions. The  result  of  this  was  that  a  general  convention  of  Rail  Road  Commissioners  of  the 
States  having  Rail  Road  Commissions  was  held  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  in  the  State  o( 
Georgia,  on  the  11th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1881 ,  and  continued  in  session  two  days. 
A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report 
under  this  head.  There  are  in  the  Union  twenty  States  having  Rail  Road  Commissions. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  proceedings  that  of  these,  only  the  States  of  Alabama,  California, 
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Connecticut,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Ohio  and  South   Carolina  were  repre* 

rented  in  this  convention. 

The  Commissioners  from  some  of  the  other  States  having  commissions,  had  informed  us 

before  the  meeting  of  the  convention  that  while  they  would  be  glad  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion, and  it  ^d  their  best  wishes,  yet  that  having  attended  similar  conventions  and  found 
that  no  practical  benefit  of  a  general  character  applicable  to  all  the  States  were  reached  by 
them,  they  would  for  this  reason  not  attend  the  proposed  convention. 

Many  of  the  Governors  of  the  States  having  no  Rail  Road  Commissions  expressed  to  us 
great  interest  in  the  proposed  convention  and  assured  us  that  they  would  do  all  in  their  power 
to  have  their  States  represented  by  delegates,  although  there  was  no  provision  for  it  by  law, 
and  no  l^slative  appropriation  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  delegates.  Others  of 
them  while  expressing  the  hope  that  good  would  result  from  such  a  convention  informed  us 
that  the  peculiar  local  policy  and  condition  of  their  States  with  reference  to  rail  roads,  did 
not  lead  in  the  direction  of  such  a  convention,  but  these  last  were  few  in  number. 

We  think  there  was  some  good  accomplished  by  this  convention.  It  resulted  in  an  inter- 
change of  views  generally  among  the  members  upon  the  practical  as  well  as  theoretical 
questions  involved,  and  this  could  not  be  otherwise  than  beneficial.  It  also  resulted  in  a 
personal  acquaintance  and  the  establishment  of  friendly  relations  of  a  personal  character^ 
among  the  members,  making  each  of  them  more  useful  in  their  respective  States,  in  their 
future  official  relations  to,  and  correspondence  with  each  other  concerning  freight  and  pas- 
senger transportation  and  the  supervision  of  rail  roads  by  States.  It  alao  established  as 
far  as  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances,  what  will  probably  hereafter  be  the  most 
important  of  all,  the  joint  co-operation  of  State  rail  road  commissions  of  the  States  on  these 
sulijects.  Such  joint  co-operation  is  of  course,  a  question  of  time  and  legislation,  and  to 
make  it  effective  and  practical  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  States  generally  to  have  rail  road 
commissions  and  to  provide  for  and  require  this  of  them  by  appropriate  legislation  ;  and 
that  this  will  come  at  no  distant  day  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  every^thoughtful  mind 
that  has  fully  considered  the  necessity  of  it.  When  it  does  come  there  can  be  no  question 
that  it  will  exercise  a  very  just  and  potential  influence  in  correcting  the  present  inequalities 
of  through  rates  on  freight.  The  difference  between  mere  inequalities  of  through  rates  on 
freight,  and  unjust  discrimination,  is  one  that  is  very  manifest  from  what  we  have  already 
stated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  report,  when  discussing  the  subject  of  through  rates.  To 
oofrect  unjust  discrimination  against  points  and  localites  within  the  State  the  power  of  a 
State  rail  road  commission  is  adequate  even  in  the  case  of  through  freight  rates.  To  illus- 
trate, if  a  through  freight  rate  of  fif^y-five  cents  per  one  hundred  poundsj  on  cotton,  should 
be  conceded  by  the  rail  roads  on  cotton  from  Union  Springs  or  Troy,  Alabama,  to  Savannah, 
hut  Opelika  should  be  required  by  the  same  rail  roads  to  pay  sixty-three  cents  per  one 
hundred  pounds  on  cotton  from  Opelika  to  Savannah,  this  would  be  a  species  of  unjust 
diicriraination  which  it  would  be  within  the  power  and  duty  of  a  State  Rail  Road  Commis- 
^  to  correct,  because  it  would  not  be  extending  the  same  equality  of  rates  to  those  sim^^ 
Wlj  situated  ;  and  such  a  case  as  this  has  actually  occurred  and  we  have  exercised  this 
juriidiction.  But  as  we  have  already  stated  and  for  the  reasons  there  given  where  there  is 
^  inequality  of  through  freight  rates,  such  as  exists  for  instance  between  Mobile  and  Mont- 
gomery, a  State  Rail  Road  Commission  cannot  correct  such  mere  inequality  when  there  is 
00  element  of  unjust  discrimination  in  it. 

CONDITION    AND   OPERATION    OF   RAIL   ROADS   IN    ALABAMA   FOR 

THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30TH,  1882. 

We  have  already  shown  the  gross  and  net  earnings  of  each  of  the  rail  roads  of  this  State 
for  the  rear  ending  June  30th,  1882,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  year  ending 
June  90th,  1882,  was  a  much  more  unfavorable  year  for  the  business  of  rail  roads  in  this 
State  than  the  preceding  year  and  consequently  with  nearly  all  of  them  there  was  owing  ta 
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this  cause  a  considerable  falling  off  in   their  total   receipts.     This  was  particularly  true  of 
rail  roads  who.se  business  depended  largely  on  the  cotton  crop,  like  the  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton, the  Alabama  Central,  the   Mobile  and  Ohio,  the   Montgomery  &  Eufaula,  the  Selma, 
Rome  &  Dalton,  the  Selma  Division  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  the   Cin- 
cinnati. Selma  &  Mobile,  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  the  East  Alabama  Railway, 
the  Vicksburgh  &  Brunswick,  and  the  Pensacola  &  Selma.     It  was  felt  by  all,  but  it  did  not 
fall  with  such  weight  on  rail  roads  situated  like  the  South  &  North  Alabama,  the  Mobile  & 
Montgomery,  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas,  the  Nashville  &  Decatur,  the  Nashville, 
Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis,  the  Alabama  Great  Southern,  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway, 
and  the  Mobile  &  Girard.     For  these  reasons  it  was  an  unfavorable  year  for  testing  the 
reductions  made  in  the  Revised  Tariffs.     The  volume  of  rail   road  business  was  largely  les* 
than  it  was  in  the  preceding  year.     Yet  notwithstanding  this,  their  earnings  with  a  few 
exceptional  instances,  compare  most  favorably  with  their  earnings  of  the  previous  year,  and 
this  is  owing  in  large  part  to  the  fact  that  their  freight  rates  were  operated  equally  to  all,  and 
owing  to  this  cause  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  although  reductions  had  been  made  by  the 
Commission,  still  on  the  same  amount  of  freight  business  as  the  previous  year  their  receipts 
from  this  source  would  have  considerably  increased  over  the  previous  year.     As  to  their 
passenger  earnings,  although  there  was  a  reduction  to  three  cents  per  mile,  yet  their  receipt-^ 
from  this  source  increased  over  the  previous  year  on  such  rail  roads  as  the  South  &  North 
Alabama,  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery,  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas,  and  the  Selma, 
Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road.     While  the  results  have  shown  that  though  tliere  was  a  falling 
off  owing  to  the  causes  we  have  named,  in  passenger  receipts  of  other  roads,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  such  as  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula,  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Ala- 
bama, the  Memphis  &  Charleston,  and  the  Alabama  Great  Southern,  still  ^hese  reductions 
to  three  cents  per  mile  stimulated  much  more  travel,  and  under  favorable  conditions  of  busi- 
ness would  have  produced  a  corresponding  increase  in  passenger  receipts. 

We  have  the  total  receipts  of  each  of  the  different  rail  roads  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882,  from  their  passenger  and  freight  service,  separately  for  the  year,  as  well  as  for 
each  month  in  the  year,  but  some  of  the  rail  roads  were  so  operated  the  previous  year  tliat 
they  could  not  give  us  this  information,  as  their  total  reeeipts  from  these  sources  separately 
for  that  year ;  and  hence  we  present  no  tabl^  showing  the  comparative  earnings  of  the 
different  rail  reads  from  these  two  sources  of  business  separately  for  each  of  said  years. 
We  present  however  the  following  table  which  shows  by  way  of  general  result  a  compara- 
tive statement  of  gross  earnings,  total  expenses  and  net  earnings  for  the  years  ending  June 
30th,  1881,  and  1882,  and  the  annual  interest  charges  of  each  rail  road  for  each  of  laid 
year's,  and  the  per  centage  of  net  earnings  for  the  year  1882,  to  the  estimated  value  of  each 
of  the  several  rail  roads  of  the  State  as  fixed  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  this  table  the  net  earnings  of  the  following  rail  roads  did  not  pay  their 
annual  interest  either  the  year  before  or  the  year  after  they  were  revised  by  the  commission : 

The  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road. 

The  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road. 

The  New  Orleans  &  Selma  Rail  Road. 

The  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road. 

The  Selma  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road. 

The  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road. 

But  by  reduction  of  expenses  and  increased  proportion  of  net  to  gross  earnings  it   is  also 

manifest  that  each  ef  these  roads  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  largely  increased 

in  the  direction  of  net  earnings.     While  it  is  apparent  that  the  other  rail  roads  of  the  State, 

with  the  exception  of  the  Alabama  Central  Division  after  paying  their  annual  interest  had 

remaining  a    surplus  of  net  earnings  which  is  in  each  instance  shown  by  this  table.     The 

Alabama  Central  under  an  administration    of  extraordinary   enerngy,  and  the  most  rigid 

economy,  and  upon  the  eve  of,  and  with  a  view  to  its  sale  did  pay  its  annual  interest  for  the 

\ear  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  it  fell  slightly  short  of  doing  this  for  the  year  ending  June 

90th,  1882,  but  nevertheless  made  large  net  earnings  as  operated  this  last  year. 

We  also  furnish  the  following  table  which  shows  a  general  tabular  statute  of  operationr 
and  statistics  of  each  road  in  the  State  compiled  by  us  from  the  returns  of  tlie  several 
rail  roads  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  : 
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INSPECTION    OF  RAIL  ROADS. 

Besides  occasional  inspection  of  rail  roads  as  opportunity  has  been  presented,  two  of  the 

Oommissioners  made  a  thorough  personal  inspection  of  every  rail  road  in  the  State,  and 

the  trestles,  bridges,  depots  and  rolling  stock  of  every  such  rail  road,  travelling  slowly  in  a 

car  over  every  rail  road  for  that  purpose,  and  making  stops  at  depots,  bridges  and  trestles 

to  Tnake  such  examinations.     After  these  two  Commissioners  had  made  this  inspection  and 

rtiported  the  same,  a  notification  in  writing  was  forthwith  sent  by  the  Commission  to  eacli 

of  the  rail  road  companies  to  make  the  repairs,  changes  and  improvements  indicated  by  this 

report.     A  copy  of  this  report  of  inspection  as  made  by  these  two  Commissioners  with  a 

su]>plen]entary  report  made  by  them  is  here  submitted  as  part  of  this  report : 

REPORT   OF  THE   INSPECTION   OF  THE  RAIL   ROADS  OF  THE  STATE 
BY    JAMES   CROOK  AND  CHARLES   P.  BALL,   ASSOCIATE   RAIL 

ROAD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  June  3d,  1882. 
JV.    Zr.    Bragj^r,    President   Rail  Road 

Commission    of  Alabama. 

Sir. — As  directed  by  the  21st  section  of  the  act  "To  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail 
Tood  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,"  we  the  undersigned  Asso- 
ciate Rail  Road  Commissioners  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty  on  the  10th  day  of 
April,  completing  the  same  on  the  3d  of  June,  1S82  and  submit  herewith  the  following 
report  as  the  result  of  our  inspection. 

We  have  inspected  all  the  Rail  Roads  of  the  State,  special  trains  being  furnished  by  the 
respective  managements  for  the  purpose,  thereby  affording  us  ample  opportunity  to  stop 
and  examine  all  depot  accommodations,  bridges,  &c. 

The  management  of  the  different  lines  have  extended  to  us  every  facility  for  making  these 
inspections,  and  in  every  instance  we  have  been  accompanied  by  some  one  or  more  of  the 
officers.  The  condition  of  those  roads  referred  to  in  our  first  inspection  report  is  much 
improved  over  that  of  last  year,  and  as  a  general  result  we  found  continued  improvement 
assured  by  the  amount  of  labor  being  expended  and  the  quantity  of  material  on  hand  and 
diKtributed  along  the  different  lines  at  the  time  of  our  inspection. 

WESTERN    RAIL   ROAD. 

The  total  length  of  this  road  is  160.56  miles,  extending  from  Selma.  through  Mont- 
gomery, to  Columbus  and  West  Point,  Georgia.  The  portion  of  the  road  between  Mont- 
gomery and  Selma,  46  miles  in  length,  is  still  under  the  control,  by  lease,  of  the  Louisville 
$L  Nashville  system,  and  since  the  date  of  our  last  inspection  report  that  portion  of  this 
road  between  Opelika,  Alabama,  and  Columbus,  Georgia,  29  miles  in  length,  has  passed 
under  the  control  by  lea.se,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway. 

The  two  above  mentioned   leases  of  portions  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  named,  reduces 
the  length  of  its  present  management  to  87  56-100  miles  in  the  State,  being  that  portion  of* 
the   line   from   Montgomery  to   West   Point,  and  it  is  to  this  portion  of  the  line  that  our 
remarks  apply. 

Tlie  excellent  condition  of  this  line  referred  to  in  our  last  report  has  been  more  than 
maintained,  and  improvements  in  track,  bridges  and  depot  accommodations  have  been  con- 
tinued. As  a  fact  worthy  of  mention,  it  should  be  stated  that  this  road  is  th«  only  one  in 
the  State  that  has  in  any  way  improved  its  depot  grounds  by  the  establishment  of  flower 
crardens  and  other  attractive  features,  and  attention  should  also  be  called  to  the  following 
further  fact,  viz.:     About  two-thirds  of  this  road  is  fenced  with  wire  fencing  as  a  protection 
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against  stock  and  the  practical  results  show  about  90  per  cent,  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
damages  paid  for  stock  killed.  The  rolling  stock  is  in  good  order  and  equipped  ^'itli 
modern  improvements.  Public  road  crossings  are  well  maintained  and  warning  signs 
erected  as  required  by  law.  Passenger  and  freight  rates  posted  as  required  at  all  stations. 
The  want  of  proper  passenger  accommodations  at  Opelika,  to  which  attention  was  called 
in  our  last  inspection  report,  has  been  obviated  by  the  erection  of  a  neat  and  comfortable 
building,  sufficiently  large  and  so  arranged  as  to  serve  the  several  roads  centering  at  this 
point. 

EAST   ALABAMA    RAILWiWY. 

The  total  length  of  this  line  in  operation  is  27  miles — 22  miles  between  Opelika  and 
Buffalo — two  miles  of  which  belongs  to  the  Western  Rail  Road  Company,  and  five  mile* 
between  Attalla  and  Gadsden,  Etowah  county,  Alabama.  This-road  is  operated  exclusivelv 
for  local  business  and  is  dependent  on  the  revenue  derived  therefrom.  Its  general  condi- 
tion, considering  the  amount  of  traffic  passing  over  it,  is  good  and  safe.  The  principal  sta- 
tions are  LaFayette  and  Gadsden.  At  the  former  place  a  new  depot  has  been  erected  for 
the  accommodation  of  passengers  and  freight — ample  and  well  kept.  At  the  latter  place 
freight  accommodations  are  ample,  but  passenger  accommodations  are  insufficient.  On  that 
part  of  the  line  known  as  the  "Gadsden  Branch"  trains  are  run  in  one  direction  backward?;. 
This  manner  of  operating  trains  is  dangerous  and  should  be  corrected  by  the  construction 
of  a  turn  table  to  turn  the  engine,  or  other  means. 

The  rolling  stock  is  in  fair  order  and  ample  to  meet  all  requirements.  Public  road  cross- 
ings are  in  bad  order  and  no  warning  signs  erected  as  the  law  requires.  Freight  rates  are 
not  posted  as  required. 

COLUMBUS  AND    WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

This  company  is  the  successor  of  the  Savannah  &  Memphis,  which  formerly  ran  from 
Opelika  to  Goodwater,  and  consists  now  of  this  part  of  the  line  and  the  Columbus  Branch  of 
the  Western  Rail  Road,  which  it  controls  and  operates  by  lease  or  etherwise,  making  a  total 
milage  in  the  State  of  about  88  miles.  The  condition  of  the  track  and  bridges  on  this  line 
is  very  good  and  it  compares  favorably  with  other  lines  doing  a  much  larger  traffic.  The 
rolling  stock  is  in  fair  order,  but  limited  in  quantity.  Public  road  crossings  between  Opelika 
and  Goodwater  are  in  bad  condition,  and  no  warning  signs  are  erected  as  required  by  law . 
Between  Opelika  and  Columbus  public  road -crossings  are  in  good  order  and  warning  sign> 
are  erected  as  required.  The  freight  rates  are  posted,  as  required,  at  every  station.  The 
depot  buildings  on  this  line  are  of  an  ordinary  character,  furnishing  ample  accommodation^^ 
both  for  freight  and  passengers,  but  the  passenger  accommodations  are  very  poorly  kept. 

MOBILE  AND  GIRARD  RAIL  ROAD. 

The  condition  of  the  track  and  bridges  of  this  road  is  materially  improved  over  that  of 
last  year. 

The  freight  and  passenger  accommodations  remain  the  same  as  at  date  of  last  report, 
except  at  Troy,  where  additional  freight  accommodations  have  been  erected.  The  passen- 
ger accommodations  are  neatlv  kept,  and  freight  rates  are  posted  at  all  stations.  Rolling 
stock  improved  and  increased.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order  and  warning  signs 
erected  as  required  by  law. 

MONTGOMERY    AND   EUFAULA    RAILWAY. 

This  line  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  tlie  State,  and  was  not  inspected  last  year  for 
reasons  stated.    The  condition  of  the  track  and  bridges  on  the  eastern   portion  of  the  line, 
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trom  Spring  Hill  to  Eufaula,  is  good,  while  from  Spring  Hill  to  Montgomery  it  is  only   fair, 
and  on  some  parts  of  the  road  bad.     There  are  depot   buildings  at  Batesville,  Spring   Hill, 
Midway,  Three  Notch,  Thompson*s,  Fitzpatrick's,  Mitchells,  Pike  Road,    Perry^s   Mill  and 
Oak  Grove.     The  accommodations  at  these  points  are  frame  buildings,  with  sufficient  freight 
accommodations,  but  very  poor  passenger  accommodations.    At  Union  Springs  joint  freight 
and  passenger  accommodations  are  maintained  with  the  Mobile  &   Girard    Rail  Road.     At 
Spring  Hill  and  Pike  Road  passenger  accommodations  are  furnished  in  a  building   used  for 
merchandise  purposes.    There  is  scarcely  a  passenger  room  on  the  line,   except  Montgom- 
ery and  Eufaula,  provided  with  seats.     No  freight   rates  posted  as  required.     Public  road- 
crossings  in  bad  order  and  no  warning  signg  erected  as  required  by  law.     The  rolling  stock 
used  on  this  line  belongs  principally  to  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia,  is  in  good  order 
and  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements. 

VICKSBURC  AND    BRUNSWICK  RAIL  ROAD. 

This  is  a  short  local  line,  controlled  by  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia,  about  twenty 
miles  long,  extending  from  Eufaula  to  Clayton.  The  track  is  .in  very  good  order,  the  bridges 
are  old,  some  of  them  in  bad  order  from  defective  crossties  and  top  stringers,  and  are  being 
removed  at  this  time.  A  short  time  befbrc  our  inspection  the  regular  train  was  derailed  by  a 
broken  axle  under  a  freight  car  about  twelve  miles  from  Eufaula  and  near  a  bridge.  The 
^n  was  pulled  to  a  trestle  and  knoced  it  down.  We  stopped  and  examined  the  timbers  in 
tifci  bridge  and  found  that  the  bridge  had  been  reconstructed  principally  of  the  timbers  in 
^^e  old  bridge  and  was  sufficiently  sound  for  additional  service  with  perfect  safety.  The 
cross  ties  formerly  on  the  bridge  could  not  be  inspected  as  they  had  been  destroyed  and  their 
condition  could  not  be  examined.  The  rolling  stock  used  on  this  road  belongs  to  the  Central 
Rail  Road,  and  is  in  gcod  order.  There  are  but  two  depots  outside  of  Eufaula  on  the  line 
of  this  road,  one  at  White  Oak  and  one  at  Clayton.  The  former  is  at  a  small  station  and  is 
tJsed  entirely  for  freight ;  the  latter  is  a  substantial  brick  building,  in  good  order  and  fairly 
^cpt.  Xo  freight  rates  posted.  Public  road -crossings  in  good  order,  but  no  warning 
'i^is  up. 

MOBILE  AND  MONTGOMERY  RAILWAY — OPERATED  BY  LOUISVILLE  ANDNASHVILLE  RAIL 

ROAD   COMPANY. 

This  road  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  past  year,  and  the  condition  of  the  track 
ind  bridges  is  very  good. 

The  depot  buildings  on  the  line  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  except  the  erection  of  new 
depots  at  Gravella  and  Williams,  and  additional  platforms  at  Pensacola  Junction.  The 
accommodations,  both  passenger  and  freight,  on  this  line  are  ample,  and  the  only  suggestion 
retjuired  \s  in  reference  to  the  want  of  seats  in  the  passenger  rooms  at  several  stations.  I'as- 
j'cnger  and  freight  rates  posted  at  only  one  station  on  the  line,  viz  :  Bay  Minette.  Public 
road  crossings  in  good  order  ;  warning  signs  erected  as  required  by  statutes. 

Rolling  stock,  belonging  to  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  is  in  good 
order  and  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements. 

-^'EW  ORLEANS  AND  MOBILE  RAIL     ROAD — OPERATED  BY     THE     LOUISVILLE     ANDNASH- 
VILLE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

This  line  has  been  maintained  in  the  same  excellent  condition  as  reported  last  year,  and  is 
in  all  respects  first-class.  The  accommodations  for  freight  and  passengers  on  that  part  of  the 
line  in  Alabama  are  ample  and  well  kept  ;  freight  rates  posted  ;  public  road  crossings  in 
good  order,  and  warning  signs  erected  as  required.  Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and  equipped 
with  all  modern  improvements. 
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In  our  last  report,  reference  was  made  to  the  passenger  accommodations  at  Mobile,  and 
the  infonnation  then  obtained  warranted  the  opinion  that  at  no  distant  day  a  union  passenger 
depot  would  be  erected,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  serve  the  M.  &  M..  N.  O.  &  M.,and  Mobile 
&  Ohio  Rail  Road.  Since  the  date  of  onr  last  report,  the  M.  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  have  with- 
drawn from  the  contemplated  arrangement  for  economical  reasons,  and  on  account  of  the 
construction  and  early  completion  of  the  N.  O.  &  N.  E.  Rail  Road  from  Meridian  to  New 
Orleans,  over  which  a  large  portion  of  its  through  travel  will  be  diverted,  and  the  further 
fact  that  this  ro«id  already  has  fine  passenger  accommodations  in  Mobile. 

It  is,  however,  the  intention  of  the  N.  O.  &  M.  and  M.  &  M.  Rail  Roads  to  erect  suitable 
buildings  at  Mobile  for  their  separate  use,  and  we  were  advised  that  the  necessary  steps  were 
being  taken  to  insure  their  erection  at  no  distant  day. 

MOBILE     AND    OHIO  RAIL  ROAD 

The  condition  of  this  road,  as  regards  track  and  bridges,  is  improved  over  that  of  last 
year.  The  passenger  and  freight  accommodations  at  the  several  stations  in  this  State  are 
ample  and  well  kept ;  freight  rates  posted  at  all  stations  ;  public  road  crossings  in  good 
order,  and  warning  signs  erected  as  required  by  law.  Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and 
equipped  with  all  modern  improvements.  * 

ALABAMA  GREAT  SOUTHERN  RAIL  ROAD. 

The  general  condition  of  this  line  is  in  all  respects,  except  conditions  of  rails,  improved 
over  that  of  last  yeai.  In  regard  to  the  track  and  bridges,  a  large  amount  of  permanent 
work,  such  as  tlie  substitution  of  iron  for  wooden  bridges  over  UieBigbce  and  Warrior  rivars, 
ballasting,  masonry  and  filling  trestles,  has  been  accomplished  and  is  still  being  carried 
on.  The  passenger  and  freight  accommodations  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  with  the 
exception  of  a  new  depot  at  Eutaw,  with  ample  sidings,  rooms  and  freight  accommodation*; 
also  a  depot  building  at  Jonesboro,  small  but  ample  for  all  business  done.  No  improve- 
ments have  been  made  at  Tuscaloosa  and  Birmingham  in  the  way  of  passenger  accommo- 
dations, and  the  suggestions  made  as  to  this  matter  in  last  report  are  repeated.  As  a  rule  no 
freight  rates  arc  posted  on  this  line  as  required.  Public  road  crossing  in  good  order  and 
warning  signs  up  as  required.  Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and  equipped  with  modern 
improvements. 

NASHVILLE,   CHATTANOOGA    AND    ST.    LOUIS    RAIL   ROAD. 

There  is  only  24  miles  of  the  track  of  this  company  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  which 
is  in  first  class  condition  as  regards  track  and  bridges,  the  entire  distance  being  laid  with 
steel  rail  and  the  bridges  being  in  nearly  all  instances  of  iron.  There  are  only  two  depots 
in  this  State,  Bridgeport  and  Stevenson,  where  there  are  ample  accommodations  for  pas- 
sengers and  freight — the  passenger  accommodations  being  indifferently  kept.  No  sing^ 
posted.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order.  No  signs  up  as  required  by  law.  Rolling 
stock  in  good  condition  and  equipped  with  modern  improvements. 

MEMPHIS  AND  CHARLESTON  RAIL  ROAD — OPERATED  BY  EAST  TENNESSE,  VIRGINIA  AND 

GEORGIA    RAIL   ROAD. 

This  road  was  among  those  not  inspected  last  >ear,  but  was  found  to  be  in  good  condition 
as  regards  track  and  bridges,  and  will  be  considerably  improved  during  the  year  by  the  large 
expenditure  now  being  made  for  ballasting,  iron  bridges  and  new  rails.  The  accommoda- 
tions for  passengers  at  all  stations  are  ample,  but  only  fairly  kept,  except  at  Huntsville, 
Tuscumbia  and  Decatur,  where  they  are  well  kept.   The  freight  accommodations  are  ample. 
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No  freight  rates  posted  at  any  station  on  the  road.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order, 
but  no  warning  signs  errected  as  required  by  law.  Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and  equip - 
pt-d  with  all  modern  improvements. 

FLORENCE    BRANCH, 

The  track  of  this  branch  line,  six  miles  long,  is  in  very  bad  condition  from  defective  cross 
tic*,  bad  rails  and  want  of  ditching,  *r.d  only  safe  at  the  slowest  speed.  The  bridge  over  the 
Tcnne5^ee  river  is  in  good  order.     The  depot  at  Florence  is  ample,  but  in  bad  order. 

XA^HVILLE  AND  DECATUR  RAIL  ROAD OPERATED    BY  THE  LOUlSVLEE   AND  NASHVILLE 

RAIL   ROAD   COMPANY. 

There  are  only  twenty -seven  miles  of  this  road  within  the  State.  The  condition  of  the  track 
i<  generally  improved  o\'er  that  of  last  year.  Th^  freight  and  passenger  accommodations  are 
the  same  as  last  year,  but  kept  in  better  condition.  No  freight  rates  are  posted  at  the  several 
depots  as  required.  Public  road  crossings  are  in  good  order  and  warning  signs  erected  as 
rquired  by  law.     Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements 

>OLTH  AND  NORTH  ALABAMA  RAIL    ROAD — OPERATED  BY  LOUISVILLE    AND   NASHVILLE 

RAIL    ROAD   COMPANY. 

The  condition  of  this  line  has  been  greatly  improved  over  that  of  last  year,  and  is  now  in 
good  condition  as  regards  its  track  and  bridges.  The  passenger  and  freight  accommodations 
at  all  local  stations  are  ample,  and  their  condition  improved  over  that  of  last  year.  At  several 
*iations  no  freight  rates  were  posted  as  required.  Public  rfiad-crossings  are  in  good  order* 
DO*,  no  warning  signs  are  erected  as  required.  Rolling  stock  on  this  line  belongs  to  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road,  in  good  order 'andj  equipped  with  modern  improvements 

WETUMPKA    BRANCH. 

The  condition  of  this  branch  road  is  improved  over  that  of  last  year  by  removal  of  bad 
rails  and  other  work.  The  depot  accommodations  are  ample  and  well  kept.  Rolling  stock 
us«d  on  this  branch  in  fair  order. 

SFLMA    DIVISION    OF    WESTERN    RAIL    ROAD    OF     ALABAMA — OPERATED    BY    THE    LOUIS- 
VILLE   AND    NASHVILLE    RAIL    ROAD    COMPANY, 

The  general  condition  of  this  line  is  good,  and  its  depot  accommodations  remain  the  same 
as  last  year,  with  some  improvement  in  the  manner  of  keeping  them.  No  freight  rates 
posted.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order  ;  no  warning  signs  up  ;  rolling  stock  in  good 
order,  and  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements. 

P^XSACOLA    AND   SELMA    AND    PINE    APPLE    DIVISION — OPERATED    BY   THE   LOUISVILLE 

AND    NASHVILLE    RAIL    ROAD    COMPANY. 

This  line  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  past  year,  and  is  in  good  condition  as 
regards  its  track  and  bridges. .  Its  depot  facilities  are  inferior,  as  reported  last  year.  The 
depot  at  Pleasant  Hill  recommended  by  the  Commission  to  be  erected  has  not  yet  been 
finished  but  is  in  process  of  construction.  No  freight  rates  posted.  Public  ro«id  crossings 
in  fair  order  ;  no  warning  signs  erected.     Rolling  stock  in  good  order. 
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ALABAMA     CENTRAL     RAIL     ROAD — OPERATED     BY      THE      EAST      TENNESSEE,     VIRtilNIA 

AND    GEORGIA    RAIL    ROAD    COMPANY. 

The  condition  of  the  track  on  this  line  is  improved  over  that  of  last  year.  The  depot 
facilities  and  accommodations  are  without  change,  viz  :  ample  and  well  kept  at  Selma  and 
Demopolis,  and  poorly  kept  at  Brown's,  Faunsdale,  Vaft  Dorn,  McDowell's,  Coatopa,  Cnrl's 
and  York.  No  freight  rates  posted.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order,  and  >varning 
signs  up.     Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and  equipped  with  modem  improvements. 

SELMA    AND    NEW    ORLEANS    RAIL    ROAD. 

This  is  a  short  line  of  twenty  miles,  in  ojily  fair  condition  as  to  track,  and  bridges  gener- 
ally in  bad  order,  requiring  reconstruction,  especially  the  one  over  Bogue  Chitto  creek, 
wiiich,  while  safe,  is  very  old  and  now  sustained  by  supports,  liable  to  be  washed  out  by  high 
water.  There  are  no  depots  on  the  line  ;  no  freight  rates  posted  ;  public  road  crossings  in 
bad  order,  and  no  warning  signs  erected.  Rolling  stock  in  bad  order  and  limited  in  quantity, 
there  being  no  passenger  cars  on  the  road. 

• 

CINCINNATI,  SELMA  AND  MOBILE    RAILWAY. 

This  road  is  the  successor  to  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rait  Road,  and  is  being  extended  to 
connect  with  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  at' Akron.  I'he  condition  of  the  road  is  improved 
over  that  of  last  year,  and  additicmal  improvements  will  result  from  the  expenditures  now 
being  made.  The  new  line,  now  extended  twelve  hiiles  beyond  Greensboro,  is  being  built  in 
a  substantial  and  first  class  manner.  There  is  no  change  in  the  freight  and  passenger  accom- 
modations as  reported  last  year,  except  at  Greensboro,  viz:  at  Selma,  Marion  and  Newburn, 
ample  and  well  kept,  and  at  Crenshaw,  Hamburg  and  Scotts,  indifferent  and  poorly  kept. 
At  Greensboro,  one  of  the  principal  stations  on  the  road,  where  there  is  a  considerable  pas- 
senger traffic,  there  are  no  passenger  accommodations,  tlic  former  passenger  room  being 
now  used  for  an  office.  No  freight  rates  posted.  Public  road  crossings  in  bad  order;  no 
warning  signs  up.  Rolling  stock  in  good  order,  ani  additions  thereto  made  during  the  past 
year. 

SELMA  ROME  AND  DALTON    RAIL    ROAD. — OPERATED    BY    E.    T.    VA.    AND  GA.  RAIL  ROAD 

COMPANY. 


The  condition  of  this  line  as  regards  its  track  and  bridges  over  that  of  last  year,  is  very 
greatly  improved,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  tlie  best  roads  in  the  State.  There  have 
been  some  few  changes  in  its  depot  facilities  and  accommodations,  and  as  a  general  result, 
some  improvement  has  been  reached.  Three  new  depots  have  been  built,  one  each  at  Burns- 
ville,  Dixie  and  Ashby.  At  all  other  stations  the  passenger  and  freight  accommodations 
remain  the  same  as  last  year  and  are  ample,  except  at  Talladega,  Cross  Plains,  Ladig^  and 
Ambersonville.  At  Talladega,  two  waiting  rooms  should  be  provided.  At  Cross  Plains 
the  depot  building  is  private  property;  ample  for  freight  purposes  but  provided  with  no  pas- 
senger accommodations.  2\t  I|adiga  and  Ambersonville,  the  depot  buildings  are  totally 
unfit  for  use.  The  passenger  accommodations  are  poorly  kept  as  a  general  thing.  Rates 
generally  posted.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order,  and  warning  signs  erected  as 
required  by  law.     Rolling  stock  in  good  order  and  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements. 
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TUSKEGEE  NARROW  GUAGE  RAIL  ROAD. 


This  line,  three  feet  guage  and  five  and  one-third  miles  long,  extends  from  Chehaw  at  the 
Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  to  Tuskegee.  The  track  and  bridges  are  in  good  order,  and 
freight  and  passenger  accommodations  ample.  Rates  posted.  Public  road  crossings  in  good 
order.    No  warning  signs  up. 

MONTGOMERY  SOUTHERN  RAILWAY. 

Tills  line,  three  feet  guage,  extends  from  Montgomery ,  South,  has  been  recently  com- 
menced and  is  constructed  about  six-teen  miles.  The  condition  of  the  road  is  fair  for  a  line 
so  recently  constructed,  and  with  the  labor  being  expended  will  be  in  good  condition  betore 
the  close  of  summer.  There  is  only  one  depot  on  the  line,  at  Montgomery,  ample  and  well 
arranged  for  passenger  accommodations.  Public  road  crossings  in  good  order,  and  warning 
>ign8  erected. 

PEXSACOLA,    SELMA     AND    REPTON    BRANCH--OPERATED   BY  THE  L.  AND  N.    RAIL  ROAD 

COMPANY. 

This  line  is  thirty  miles  long,  extending  from  Pensacola  Junction  on  M.  &  M.  Railway. 
Tlic  condition  of  the  track  is  fair  for  the  amount  of  traffic  passing  over  it.  The  track  was 
originally  laid  with  rails  that  had  seen  more  or  less  service.  There  are  two  neat  substantial 
dtpos,  one  at  Marionville  and  one  at  Repton,  provided  with  ample  freight  and  passenge^^ 
accommodations.     Rates  posted.     Rolling  stock  in  good  order. 

In  conclusion  we  would  say  that,  as  indicated  by  the  foregoing  remarks  on  the  condition 
ofihedifrerent  rail  road  lines  in  the  State,  it  will  be  seen  that  generally  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  all  the  roads  this  year  over  that  of  last,  where  oppor- 
tunity is  given  to  make  comparison  with  the  result  of  inspections  made  last  year.  There  is 
^ut  one  matter  to  which  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  rail  roads,  and  that  is 
the  little,  and  often  careless,  attention  paid  to  the  passenger  accommodations  on  most  of  the 
tines  within  the  State,  which  can  be  obviated  at  small  expense  and  more  rigid  enforcement 
of  existing  rules  and  requirements  of  the  respective  roads.  It  is  well  understood  that  the 
accomodations,  both  for  freight  and  passengers,  at  each  and  every  station  on  the  different 
lines  of  rail  road  within  the  State,  is  based  purely  on  the  amount  of  traffic  furnished  by  or  a 
tach  station,  and  rail  road  companies,  in  fostering  and  building  up  their  own  interest,  are 
not  so  blind  as  not  to  understand  that  accommodations,  commensurate  with  the  business,  or 
revenue  derived,  in  not  only  a  requirement  of  duty  on  their  part  as  common  carriers,  but  a 
raatter  of  interest,  and  we  find  that  the  rail  road  companies  of  the  State  have,  at  nearly  all 
stations,  sufficient  accommodations  for  freight  and  passenger  traffic.  In  many  instances  the 
pa.<^senger  accomodations  are  poorly  kept.  The  rooms  are  dirty  and  often  no  seats  furnished. 
This  can  be  corrected  at  very  small  expense  and  should  be  done.  At  small  stations  one 
room  is  generally  set  apart  for  passengers  of  all  classes;  this  cannot  be  avoided,  because  the 
traffic  will  not  warrant  the  expense  of  two  rooms.  At  other  stations,  two  rooms  are  pro- 
vided, all,  in  the  main,  sufficient  as  regards  dapacity,  but  deficient  in  condition. 

JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners. 
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Montgomery,  Ala.,  June  3d,  18S2. 

IV.  Zr.  Bragg^  President  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama^ 

Moutgomcry^  Ala. 

Dear  Sir  : — We.  desire  to  herewith  submit  the  following  supplcmentory  report  of  our 
inspection  of  the  Rail  Roads  in  the  State  : 

WESTERN    RAIL    ROAD. 

The  inspection  of  this  Road  was  made  on  the  10th  of  April,  on  which  date  General 
Manager  Gabbett  advised  us  that  he  contemplated  the  immediate  erection  of  a  Passenger 
depot  at  Opelika,  Ala.,  and  on  June  the  5th  the  date  of  filing  the  original  inspection  rejxjrt, 
we  were  led  to  believe,  from  a  conversation  held  with  Mr.  Gabbett  on  this  special  subject* 
that  the  passenger  depot  building  at  Opelika  had  been  completed  and  was  at  that  time  in 
use,  and  a  statement  to  this  effect  was  incorporated  in  said  original  inspection  report.  It  \va-^ 
subsequently  discovered  that  Mr.  Gabbett  had  been  misunderstood,  and  that  said  depot 
building  while  in  process  of  erection  was  not  completed  as  stated,  and  we  therefore  desire  to 
so  far  amend  and  correct  said  original  report  as  to  correspond  with  the  above  statement- 

MOBILE    AND   MONTGOMERY    RAILWAY. 

In  the  original  inspection  report,  we  stated  as  follows  :  *'  Passenger  and  Freight  T'atrs 
posted  at  only  ttuo  stations"  on  the  line^  viz  :  "  Bay  Mincttc and LetohatehieP  Since  tlie 
date  of  the  original  report  we  have  had  a  conversation  with  M.  S.  Belknap,  Esq.,  Superin- 
tendent of  said  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway,  and  have  also  received  from  him  a  letter 
of  date  July  1st,  addressed  to  W.  L.  Bragg,  President,  upon  the  above  named  subject. 

Mr.  Belknap  states  that  rates  were  posted  at  all  stations  on  his  road,  but  were  in  the 
private  or  business  office  of  the  Railway  Company,  and  not*  in  the  public  or  sitting  room* 
and  that  this  manner  of  posting  rates  was  deemed  by  him  as  a  compliance  with  the  statute 
requiring  the  same,  and  requests  that  in  view  of  the  facts  as  stated,  that  a  proper  correction 
of  the  original  report  be  made. 

We  did  not  examine  the  private  or  rail  road  office  at  any  of  the  depots  for  the  posting  of 
rates,  as  a  proper  construction  of  the  statute,  had  been  decided  by  the  Commission  to  mean 
"  posting  of  rates  in  a  public  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  which  means  the  sitting 
room."     We  make  this  statement  in  justice  to  Mr.  Belknap. 

We  are  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  CROOK, 
OHAS.  P.  BALL. 
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OFFICERS  OF    RAIL    ROAD    COMPANIES,  BRAKES    USED,  NUMBER    OF 
EMPLOYEES,   BALANCE   SHEETS,  CONTRACTS    WITH    EXPRESS 
COMPANIES,   SLEEPING  CAR   ARRANGEMENTS,  MAIL   SER- 
VICE AND  ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 


The  following  statement  will  show  officers  of  rail  road  companies,  brakes  used,  number  of 
employees,  balance  sheets,  contracts  with  express  companies,  sleeping  car  arrangements, 
mail  >ervice  and  accidents  to  persons  :  , 

ALABAMA  GREAT  SOUTHERN  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

Augustus  B.  Abraham,  President,  London,  England. 
R.   V.  Tomlinson,  Secretary,  48  Lothbury,  London,  England. 
Ferd  Hahn,  Treasurer,  Chattanooga,^ Tennessee. 
Saml.  F.  Rice,  General  Solicitor,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
Cabell  Breckenridge,  Chief  Engineer,  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 
John  Scott,  Greneral  Manager,  Vine  St,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Chas.  B.  Wallace,  Superintendent,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 
General  officers  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 


NAMES   OF   DIRECTORS  ! 

Augustus  B.  Abraham,  London,  England. 

R.  J.  Hood,  London,  England. 

Sir  Philip  Rose,  London,  England. 

Charles  Schiff,  London,  England. 

Roger  Eykyn,  London,  England. 

F.  L.  Slous,  London,  England. 

Sir  Charles  Lawrence  Young,  London,  England. 

Geo.  W.  Medley,  London,  England. 

T.  W.  Snogge,  London  England. 

Westinghouse  air  brake  is  in  use  on  this  road  on  passenger  trains. 
Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  including  officials . 
Same  in  Alabama 


1,000 
841 


BALANCE    SHEET. 


ASSETS. 

Ordinary    Debtors,    General 

Account 

Other  Roads...!.. .....!.".'! 

Agents 

Caih 

^avmaster 

^tore  Stock.... !!!!.!!!!  ,,, 

^ad  Stock 

Machine  &  Car  Shops  Stock 

Ijeconstruction  Account 

Transportation  Account 


i>7,226  75 

31>,69i{  60 

523,209  99 

25,872  09 

5,067  31 

29,057  57 

12,183  58 

7,803  67 

127,451  86 

335,837  55 


$   633,404  06 


LIABILITIES. 

t 

Due  to  other  Roads 

Sundry  Accounts 

Unpaid    Vouchers 

London  Advances  on  Recon 

struction  Account 

Receipts 


I      12,388  28 

231  46 

104,173  83 

154,061  66 
362,548  83 


$    633,404  06 
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The  Southern  Express  Company  runs  on  this  road  at  the  following  terms  as  to  ratcj*  and 
,    services  : 

75  miles  and  under    @  30c.  and  24c.  special  and  local. 

76  "  to  150  miles  @  60c.  and  48c. 
151  "  "  225  "  @  80c.  and  64c. 
226  "  "  300  "  @  100c. "  80c. 
Through  @  75c. 

Contract  terminable  at  will. 

This  company  runs  its  own  sleepers  and  the  following  charges  are  made  on  same  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  passenger  rates  : 

>  seat  for  150  miles  and  under  50c. 
1  seat  for  151  miles  to  290  miles  $1  00. 
1  berth  |2  00. 
This  company  is  paid  $18,336  07  per  annum  by  the  United  States  Government  for  the 
transportation  of  mails. 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 


• 

FROM    CAUSES    BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL. 

FROM  THEIR  OWN  MISCON- 
DUCT    AND  CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

Killed. 

Injured, 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

3 
2 

Injured. 

Passengers 

Employes 

Others 

0 
0 
0 

1 
1 
1 

3 
2 

1 
5 

'   2 
6 
1 

Total 

0 

3 

5 

6 

5 

9 

STATEMENT  OF  EACH  ACCIDENT. 


September  20th,  1881. — W.  B.   Anderson,  slightly  injured  by  jumping  from  moving  train 
at  Sulphur  Springs. 

September  26th,  1881. — S.  J.  Douglass,  employee,  had  arm  bruised  while  making  coupling 
at  Chattanooga,  by  carelessness  on  his  own  part. 

October  12th,  1881. — Ned  Jackson,  colored  brakeman,  had  two  fingers  crushed  in  care- 
lessly coupling  cars  at  Valley  Head. 

November  2d,  1881. — J.  Q^.  Milton,  slightly  hu'-t  by  a  falling  box  car,  which  had  been 
struck  by  passing  train  and  turned  over. 

November  5th  1881 — Nclso|i   Collins,  laborer;  killed  by  landslide  near  Carthage,  owing 
to  his  failure  and  slowness  in  moving  out  of  danger. 

November  28th,  1881 — Allen  Ziegler  had  his  hand  slightly  cut  while  coupling  a  train 
that  had  broken  apart  at  Collinsville.     It  was  caused  by  his  own  carelessness. 

December  5th,  1881 — Isom  Smith,  colored  boy,  killed  at  Woods   Station,  asleep  on  track 
where  he  was  waiting  to  change  the  mail. 

December  16th,  1881 — M.  D.    Parr,  coupler  ;  had  hand  bruised  while  coupling  in  yard  at 
Birmingham.     Personal  carelessness. 

December  20th,  1881. — Chas.  Askins,  car  inspector  of  S.  &  N.  R.  R.;  killed  at  Birming- 
ham, while  attempting  to  cross  between  two  cars  while  train  was  in  motion. 

December  8th,  1881 — A.  R.  Hicks,  brakeman;  had  thumb  mashed  while  coupling  at  Coal- 
ing.    Personal  carelessness. 
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February  11th,  1882 — Samuel  Shanks,  colored,  killed  at  Birmingham  by  being  run  over 
bv  backing  train  caused  by  his  carelessness,  resulting  from  drink  or  weakmindedness. 

March  loth,  1882 — John  F.  Ihomason,  passenger;  got  slightly  hurt  by  train  separating 
and  thcyi  coming  together,  throwing  him  from  his  seat  and  on  a  barrel  bruising  his  ear  only. 
Accident  happened  at  Hillman. 

April  8th,  1882 — Henry  Lawford,  brakeman;  had  two  of  his  fingers  crushed  while  attempt- 
ing to  make  a  coupling  at  McCalla.     Accidental. 

June  20th,  1882 — Conductor  J.  H.  Wood,  killed  at  Woodstock  while  attempting  to  couple 
some  empty  cars  on  trestle  to  the  train.  He  was  knocked  from  his  feet  on  account  of  engine 
backing  the  train  towards  the  cars  too  fast.  Engineer  could  not  see  signal,  to  slow  up,  given 
by  brakeman,  as  coke  cars  were  intervening. 

CINCINNATI  SELMA  &  MOBILE  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS. 

Fred  Wolffe,  President :  New  Xork. 

Maximilian  Calm,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  New  York. 

W.  M.  Brooks,  General  Solicitor,  Selma,  Ala. 

D.  McLaren,  General  Superintendant,  Selma,  Alabama. 

DIRECTORS. 

Fred.  Wolffe,  New  York. 

Theo.  Cook,  Cincinnatti,  Ohio. 

Edgar  M:  Johnson,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Geo.  F.  Doughty  (deceased)  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Thos.  T.  Gaff,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Louis  Krohn,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Thos.  R.  Roulhac,  Greensboro,  Ala. 

C.  M.  Shelly,  Selma,  Ala. 

Saml.  A.  Carlton,  Boston,  Mass. 
Common  hand  brake  is  in  use  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons   regularly  employed  by  this  company,  including  officials  is 
two  hundred. 
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The  Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road,  for  which  privilege  they  pay  $1,550 
per  year. 

This  company  is  paid  $2,538  per  annum  by  the  United  States  Government  for  transport- 
ing the  mails.     Terms,  $47  00  per  mile  per  annum. 

ACCIDENTS. 

Wm.  Fuller,  colored,  residence  Greensboro,  Alabama,  injured  A'pril  18th,  while  loading 
timber  in  ^ang  of  hands — heavy  timber  fell  on  him  breaking  his  leg. 

COLUMBUS  &  WESTERN   RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

W.  M.  Wadley,  President. 

Edward  Mclntyre,  Secretary  find  Treasurer. 

G.  D.  Fitz  Hugh,  Chejf  Engineer. 

E.  A.  Flewellen,  General  Manager. 

d^eral  offices  at  Opelika,  Alabama. 

DIRECTORS  : 


"W.  G.  Raoul,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
J.  F.  Gilmer,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
J.  J.  Gresham,  Macon,  Georgia. 
E.  A.  Flewellen,  Opelika,  Alabama. 
H.  H.  Epping,  Columbus,  Georgia. 
Geo.  P.  Harrison,  jr.,  Opelika,  Alabama. 
P.  R,  Pvne,  New  York. 
Samuel  Sloane,  New  York. 

Westinghouse  air  brake  is  used  on  passenger  trains;  ordinary  hand  brake  used  on  mixed 
trains. 
Average  number  *of  persons  regularly  employed,  including  officials,  191. 
Same  in  Alabama,  189. 

BALANCE  SHEET. 


^  iJ  ASSETS. 

Railway  and  Appurtenances 

Expenditures * . .    . 

Construction 

interest  


$   677,700  89 
95,644  41 
7,295  98 
47,800  56 


$    828,441  84 


LIABILITIES. 

Bond  Account 

Earnings 

Central  Rail  Road  Bank. . . 

Profit  and  Lof  s 

Central  Rail  Road  Agents  & 
Other  Roads 


$    677,000  00 
108,167  80 
•27,894  25 
13,193  03 

2,186  76 


$    828,441  84 


Southern  Express  Company  run  ov^r  this  road. 
*  This  company  receives  $4,799  29  per  annum  from  the  United  States  Government  for  the 
txausportation  of  mails. 
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EAST  ALABAMA  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

B.  Perkins,  President,  New  York. 

Richard  Irvin,  jr.,  Secretary,  New  York. 

Osgood  Welsh,  Treasurer,  New  York. 

W.  W,  Barnes,  General  Superintendent,  Opelika,  Alabama, 

General  offices  at  New  York  and  Opelika. 

DIRECTORS : 

B.  Perkins,  New  York. 
Osgood  Welsh,  New  York. 
Richa/-d  Irvin,  jr.,  New  York. 
Samuel  Irvin,  New  York. 
Alexander  P.  Irvin,  New  York. 
Charles  L.  Perkins,  New  York. 
John  A.  Hiltner,  New  York. 

Hand  brake  is  in  use  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed,  including  officials,  35;  all  in  Alabama. 

BALANCE  SHEET. 


ASSETS. 


Railway  and   Equipment, 
Cash  on  Hand 


$   200,000  00 
10,727  52 


$   210,727  52 


LIABILITIES. 

Capital  Stock 

Floating  Debt 

Profit  and   Loss 


$  200,000  00 
9,500  00 
1,227  62 


1$   210,727  52 


This  company  is  paid  $306  94  per  quarter  'by  the  United  States  (Government  for   the 
transportation  of  mails. 

EAST  TENNESSEE,  VIRGINIA  &  GEORGIA  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS   : 

Samuel  Thomas,  President,  110  Broadway,  New  York. 
C.  M.  McGhee,  First  Vice  President,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
Henry  Fink,  Second  Vice  President,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
B.  G.  Mitchell,  Secretary,  New  York. 
J.  G.  Mitchell,  Treasurer,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
Wm.  Baxter,  Solicitor,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
J.  F.  O'Brien,  Cheif  Enipnecr,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
Henry  Fink,  General  Manager,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
Jno.  F.  O'Brien,  General  Superintendent,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
F.  K.  linger.  Division  Superintendent,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
W.  V.  McCrackon,  Division  Superintendent,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Jno.  M.  Bridges,  Division   Superintendent,  Selma,  Alabama. 


General  offices  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
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DIRECTORS : 

E.  W,  Cole,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Calvin  S.  Brice,  New  York. 
•  T.  G.  Barrett,  Aug^usta,  Georgia. 

R.  H.  Richards,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
J.  R.  Anderson,  Bristol,  Tennessee. 
C.  M.  McGhee,  KnoxviUe,  Tennessee. 
E.  J.  Sanford,  KnoxviUe,  Tennessee. 
W.  C.  Kyle,  Whitesburg,  Tennessee 
A.  N.  -Dennison. 
Geo.  J.  Seney,  New  York. 
G.  B.  Mitchell,  New  York. 
Nelson  Robinson. 
Samuel  Shethar,  New  York. 
Geo.  J.  McGourkey. 
Samuel  Thomas,  New  York. 

Westinghouse  automatic  train  brake  is  used  on  this  road . 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed,  including  officials,  is  about^  3,500,  of 
which  number  about  1,225  were  employed  in  this  State. 

Soathem  Express  Company  runs  on  this  road. 

The  Pullman  Palace  Car  Company  and  the  Pullman  Southern  Car  Company,  run 
sleepers  over  this  road,  for  which  the  rail  road  company  pays  three  cents  per  mile  and  fur- 
nishes fuel,  ice  and  lights,  contract  terminable  by  either  party  on  sixty  days  notice  to  the 
other. 

This  company  is  jmid  by  the  United  States  Government  for  transportation  of  mails  as 
follows  : 
Selma  to  Meridian  $6,441  48  annually. 
Selma  to  Cleveland  |19,040  2G  annually. 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS  IN  ALABAMA. 


FROM  CAUSES    BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL. 

FROM  THEIR  OWN  MISCON- 
DUCT   AND    CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Passengers 

Employes 

Others 

1 

0 
0 
0 

4 

2 

1 

5 

2 
1 

Total 

1 

0 

4 

3 

5 

3 

STATEMENT  OF   EACH  ACCIDENT. 


August  29th,  1881. — Charles  Crane,  Engineer,  ran  into  open  switch  at  Faunsdale  and 
^as  killed  by  colliding  with  engine  of  constiuction  train  which  was  on  switch.  Henry 
BUU,  colored  fireman,  was  mortally  wounded  at  same  time. 

September  25th,  1881. — Luther  Smith,  colored  brakeman,  attempting  to  get  on  pilot  of 
engine  at  Van  Dorn's  station  fell  and  got  his  leg  crushed — had  to  be  amputated. 
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October  14th,  1881 — Wm.  Burke,  colored  brakeman,  at  Patona,  fell  while  attempting^  to 
couple  cars,  was  run  over  and  injured  so  seriously  that  he  died  in  a  few^  hou?  s. 

February  25th,  1882. — Steve  Tucker,  colored  brakeman,  knocked  off  train  by  overhead 
bridge  near  Van  Dorn,  fell  between  cars  and  was  killed. 

April  26th,  1882. — John  Spain,  white  man,  walking  on  track  between  Calera  and  Colum- 
biana, when  train  got  about  forty  yards  from  him,  got  off  and  placed  his  hand  on  rail,  before 
engine  could  stop  his  hand  was  run  over. 

May  5th,  1882. — Frank  Sample,  colored  brakeman,  got  his  leg  crushed  at  Haney*s  svritch 
while  making  a  coupling.     No  amputation  necessary. 

June  20th,  1882. — Andrew  Armstrong,  colored  brakeman,  attempted  to  make  couplings 
against  remonstrance  of  conductor,  fell  and  was  killed  at  Uniontown. 

MEMPHIS  &  CHARLESTON    RAIL  ROAD. 

^  OFFICERS  : 

V.  K.  Stevenson,  President,  New  York. 
Jere  Baxter,  Vice  President,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Gen'l.  Samuel  Thomas,  President  Lessee  Co.,  New  York. 
H.I.  Kimbal,  Vice  President  Lessee  Company. 
'  *  Henry  Fink,  Second  Vice  President  Lessee  Co.,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
S.  R.  Cruse,  Secretary  and  Treasury,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
Henry  Fink,  General  Manager,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
Jno.  F.  O'Brien,  General  Superintendent,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
R.  B.  Pegram,  Division  Superintendent,  Memphis,  Tennessee, 

■ 

r 

General  offices  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

DIRECTOTS : 

Jere  Baxter,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Jno.  L.  Cadwalader. 

W.  M.  Duncan,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

D.  L.  Evans,  New  York  City. 

Wm.  M.  Farrington,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

R.  Dudley  Frayser,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

G.  M.  Fogg,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

J.  H.  Hayes,  jr.,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

C.  H.  Phinizy. 

Jas.  D.  Porter,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

W.  R.  Rison,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Chas.  Y.  Swan. 

V.  K.  Stevenson,  New  York  City. 

Automatic  train  brake  is  in  use  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  by  this  company,  including  officials,  is 
about  five  hundred. 
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Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road  under  contract  that  can  be  terminated  upon 
30  days  notice. 

Memphis  and  Lynchburg  Sleeping  car  line  run  sleepers  over  this  road. 
This  company  is  paid  $29,051.01  annually  by  t]ie  United  States  Government  for  the  trans- 
portation of  mails. 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCIDENTS. 

October  5th,  1S81— Huntsville,  brakeman  Jesse  F.  Wilson,  cutting  cars  loose,  hip  knocked 
out  of  joint.  "  *^  • 

December  Slst,  1881— Decatur,  brakeman  Wm.  Flipp,  not  knowing  train  was  separated 
went  down  end  of  a  car  to  cut  train,  engineer  being  signalled,  pulled  ahead,  Flipp  fell,  broke 
wrist  at  jomt,  skinned  forehead,  bruised  several  other  parte. 

January  9th,  1882— Wheelers,  11:35  p.  m.,  Chas.  Gibson,  stranger,  wanted  to  ride  on  engine 
objected  to,  goes  back  to  cab,  conductor  checking  freight  and  getting  done  sends  brakeman 
to  rear  of  train  to  get  passengers  if  any  from  caboose.  Conductor  gete  on  engine,  signals 
ahead,  goes  few  car  lengths,  looks  back,  sees  signal  to  stop,  sees  man  get  off  train,  signals 
ahead  agam  gete  train  length  and  is  again  signalled  to  stop.  Goes  back  and  finds  man  run 
over,  pute  him  in  cab,  takes  to  Hillsboro.     Gibson  has  bottle  morphine,  also  quart  bottle 

J      k  C""'*  ^^""^  *  ^'"^  ^^  ^'''"°'' '''  '^-    ^'^®°"  ^^^«  ""^^^y  ^"  contente  of  both— was 
drunk  before— endeavored  to  board  train  in  moUon  five  cars  ahead  of  caboose,  result  death, 
ebruary  10th,  1882— Brownsboro,  brakeman  Chas.  Dent  gete  hand  between,  drawheads, 
badly  mashed  it. 

March  14th,  1882— Tuscumbia,  8 :40  p.  m.  Terry  Jones,  colored  boy  about  eleven  years  old 
tried  to  cross  track  between  or  under  cars  while  switching  in  yard.  First  knowledge  of  him 
de*ath.''  ^^"""^'"S-    ^^""^  ^'"^  between  brake  shoe  and  wheel  of  car  next  to  engine.     Result 

April  10th,  1882— 1  A.  M.  Decatur,  brakeman  Harry  Foster  coupling  cars  had  three  fin- 
gers of  left  hand  mangled.     Carelessness  or  excited. 

April  20th,  1882— 1:20  A.  m.  Dickson,  Alexander  Christian,  brakeman  in  making  coupling 
M      of?  ■  ^  '^^  ^""^  M.  &  C.  3:40  had  his  hand  mashed  and  one  finger  broken  on  left  hand 
May  28th  1882-Extra  freight  East  and  freight  train  No.  6,  came   together  at  Point  Rock 
owing  to  switch  being  thrown  wrong.     Damage  trivial. 

MOBILE  &  GIRARD  RAIL  ROAD. COMPANY. 

■ 
officers: 

Wm.  M.  Wadley,  President. 

J.  M.  Frazer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Columbus,  Ga. 
Norman  &  Son,  General  Solicitors,  Union  Springs,  Ala. 
Wm.  L.  Clark,  General  Superintendent,  Columbus,  Ga. 

General  officers  at  Columbus  Georgia. 

directors: 

John  Peabody,  Columbus,  Ga. 
Jno.  P.  Manley,  Columbus,'Ga. 
N.  P.  Banks,  Guerryton,  Ala. 
Joel  D.  Murphree,  Troy,  Ala. 
C,  S.  Lee,  Troy,  Ala. 
Hand  brake  is  in  use  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  by  this  company  including  officials  329— 
Same  in  Alabama  ISO. 
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BALANCE    SHEET. 


ASSBTS. 

Construction 

Slock  Interest 

Bills  Receivable 

Profit  and   LrOss 

U.  S.  P.  O.  Department. 

Central  R.  R.  Bank 

Chattahoochee  Nat.  Bank 

Re^rve  Fund 

Cash 


$1,709,138  52 

294,870  84 

7,174  15 

318,yo6  83 

0S3  80 

28,888  00 

4,398  75 

*  40,967  18 

846  97 


$2,405,924  04 


LIABILITIES. 

Capital  Stock 

Preferred  Capital  Stock 

Pike  County  Stock 

Second  Mortgage  Bonds  S% 
Third  Mortgage  Bonds  4%.  . 
Third  Mortgage  Bonds  6%.  . 
Agents  Ledger 


987,264  80 

279,900  07 

6,080  00 

300,000  00 

800,000  00 

33,000  00 

679  17 


|^i,405,924  04 


The  Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road  for  which  privilege  they  pay  the  rai 
road  company  $100  00  per  month.  ^ 

The  United  States  Post  Office  Department  pays  to  this  company  annual  compensation 
ainounting  to  $4^02  81  for  transportation  of  mails.  The  department  deducts  from  mail  "pay 
33f3  per  cent  on  account  of  Land  Grant.     Above  amount  received  is  net  upon  85  miles 


roaa. 


MOBILE  &  MONTGOMERY  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


OFFICERS  : 

Josiah  Morris,  Piesident,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
W.  H.  Pratt,  Vice  President,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
G.  W.  Craik,  Secretary,  M(»ntgomery,  Alabama. 

Operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 

DIRECTORS  : 

Josiah  Morris,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

W.  H.  Pratt,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

E.  P.  Alexander,  Louisville,  Kentuckv. 

A.  M.  Quarrier,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

H.  C.  Murrell,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Geo.  A,  Washington,  Cedar  Hill,  Tennessee. 

Jas.  S.  Frazier,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

J.  D.  Porter,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Thos.  G.  Jones,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

• 

Westinghouse  air  brake  is  used  on  this  road  for  passenger  service,  and  hand  brake  fer 
freight  service. 
Average  number  of  persons  employed  by  this  company,  including  officials,  950. 
Same  in  Alabama,  950. 

BALANCE    SHEET. 


ASSSTS. 


Cost  of  Road. 


$3,646,931  42 


LIABILITIES 

Capital  Stock 

Funded  Debt 

Bills  Payable 


$2,950,800  00 

2,950,000  00 

12,000  00 
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Adams  Express  Company  and  Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road.  Thev  pscy 
the  rail  road  company  40  per  cent,  of  gross  earnings.  Twenty  year  contract  from  JsLntinry 
1st,  1880. 

Pullman  Southern  Car  Company  run  sleepers  over  this  road  and  maintain  the  car.  Thi* 
company  pays  three  cents  mileage  of  sleepers.     Contract  has  four  years  yet  to  run. 

$33,970  01  was  received  by  this  company  from  the  United  States  Government,  year  end- 
ing June  30th,  1882,  for  transportation  of  mails.  Payments  are  made  quarterly.  Conapen- 
sation  is  based  on  weight  of  mail  matter  transported. 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 

January  23d,  1882. — Peterson  was  killed  in  collission  of  2nd.  section,  train  No.  12,    -i»-ttl>        1 

1st.  section  at  Downing's  Tank,  1 

I 

MOBILE  &  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY.  1 

I 

OFFICERS  : 

W.  Butler  Duncan,  President,  New  York. 
A.  L.  Rives,  Vice  President,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
Henry  Tacon,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
E.  L.  Russell,  General  Solicitor,  Mobile  Alabama. 
A.  L.  Rives,  Chief  Engineer,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
A.  L.  Rives,  General  Manager,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
A.  L.  Rives,  General  Superintendent,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
J.  G.  Motley,  Division  Superintendent,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
E.  S.  Horford,  Division  Superintendent,  Jackson,  Tennessee- 
General  offices  at  No.  9  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  and  Mobile,  Alabama. 

DIRECTORS : 

W.  Butler  Duncan,  New  York 
Cornelius  H.  Clark,  New  York. 
Adrian  Iselin,  jr.,  New  York. 
Jacob  Hays,  New  York. 
Jas.  H.  Fay,  New  York. 
W.  H.  Hays,  New  York. 
J.  P.  McMahon,  New  York. 
.  A.  L.  Rives,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

Moses  Waring,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
Henry  Hall,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
W.  H.  Pratt,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
A.  L.  Gaines,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
E.  L.  Russell,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

Westinghouse  automatic  brake  is  used  on  passenger  train  service  on  this  road,  and 
standard  hand  brake  on  freight  trains. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  by  this  company,  including  officiaTji. 
1,585. 

Same  in  Alabama,  450. 
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The  Southern  Express  Company  run  over  this  road.  They  pay  to  the  rail  road  compiiny 
for  a  single  car  over  entire  line  of  road  daily  except  Sunday  $150.00  per  day.  Contract  to 
run  till  terminated  by  reasonable  notice  by  either  party. 

Pullman  Palace  Car  Company  run  sleepers  on  this  road — their  charges  are  $1.00  per  day 
and  $3.00  per  night. 

This  Company  received  from  the  United  States  Government  $31,038.80  for  transportation 
of  the  mails  for  the  past  year.  Compensation  is  fixed  by  the  Government  and  based  on 
weight  of  mail  matter  transported. 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 

Paul  Jones,  negro,  section  laborer — leg  amputated,  run  over,  his  fault — let  engine  get  too 
near  him  before  getting  out  of  way,  at  Escatawpa,  August  8th,  1881. 

S.  D.  Parker,  white,  brakeman  had  hand  mashed  coupling  cars  atLumberton,  Ala.,  Sept. 
20th,  1881. 

Wesley  Morgan,  black,  killed  on  track,  intoxicated,  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  mile  posts, 
near  Chinchula,  October  8th,  1881. 

R.  E.  Patton,  white,  brakeman  three  fingers  mashed  coupling  cars  at  Whistler,  Ala.,  r>ec. 
7th,  1881. 

I.  F.  Wedgworth,  section  master — eye  knocked  out  by  piece  of  maul,  cutting  rail  at 
Escatawpa,  Ala.,  May  6th,  1882. 

Willis  Hare,  negro,  brakeman,  two  fingers  mashed  coupling  cars  at  Whistler,  June  3rd 
1882. 

R.  W.  Mathews,  white,  brakeman,  ankle  sprained,  fell  between  cars  and  station  platform 
plank  slipped  at  Beaver  Meadow,  Ala.,  June  5th,  1882.    . 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 


FROM   CAUSES   BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL. 

PROM  THEIR  OWN    MISCON- 
DUCT   AND    CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

1 
1 

Injured. 

Ptssetigers 

Employes 

Others 

0 
0 
0 

2 

1 

4 

6 

Total 

0 

2 

1 

4 

6 
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NASHVILLE  &  DECATUR  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

J.  W.  Sloss,  President,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

G.  W.  Seay,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Nashville  Tenn. 

Operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 
General  offices  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

DIRECTORS : 

J.  W.  Sloss. 
W.  M.  Duncan. 
John  Orr. 
Jno.  F.  Wheeless, 
A.  H.  Lusk. 
Bird  Douglass. 
John  Ramage. 
D.  B.  Cliff. 
J.  W.  Baugh. 
John  Frierson. 
Lucius  Frierson. 
J.  M.  Jones. 
S.  E.  Rose. 
J.  T.  Tanner. 
Geo.  Mason. 

Westinghouse  air  brake  is  used  in  passenger  service — hand  brake;  freight  service. 

Average  number  of  persons  employed  including  bfficials,  556. 
Same  in  Alabama,  123. 

BALANCE  SHEET. 


ASSETS. 


Cost  of  Road 


$4,186,196  25 


LIABILITES. 


Capital  Stock. 
Funded  Debt. 


11,827,082  33 
2,142,000  00 


This  company  has  twenty  year  contracts  from  January  1st,  1880,  with  Adams  Expres^ 
Company  and  Southern  Express  Company.  Express  companies  paying  this  company  40 
per  cent,  of  gross  earnings. 

Pullman  Southern  Car  Company  run  sleepers  on  this  road,  for  which  they  are  paid  three 
cents  per  mile  by  this  company. 

114,270.24  wae.received  by  this  company  from  the  United  States  Gorernment  for  trans* 
porting  the  mails  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882.  Compensation  is  bused  on  weight  of 
mail  matter  transported. 
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ACOIDENl  S  TO  PERSONS. 

September  15th,  1881. — Decatur,  Alabama.     Ed.  S.  Killington,  yard  man,  making    coup- 
ling in  yard  at  Decatur  between  L.  &  N.  box  car  No.  26,656  and  E.  T.,  V.  &  G.  box  car  No 
2,117  ;  as  he  stepped  out  the  end  of  side  sill,  E.  T.,  V.  &  G.  caught  him,  the  E.  T.,  V.  &    G- 
was  a  low  car  and  hard  to  couple  ;  was  injured  in  bowels  and  hip  ;   laid  up  about  tMro  %K'eek^ 
before  going  on  duty  again. 

September  23rd,  1881. — At  Hays  Mill  train  Brakeman  W.  Cooper,  on  construction  tram 
making  coupling  got  his  hand  hurt,  but  not  seriously,  was  caused  by  his  own  carelessness,  n-^ 
defect  in  cars  and  had  a  coupling  stick. 

October  16th,  1881. — Decatur,  Alabama,  G.  Mosely,  shop  helper,  went  to  sleep  on  runnins^ 
board  of  engine  in  yard  ;  fireman  woke  him  up  before  they  began  switching ;  was  not  noticcti 
again  until  they  saw  him  nnder  the  engine  ;  he  was  dead  when  found. 

January  12th,  1882. — Decatur,  Alabama,  Wm.  Dunning,  yard  man  was  coupling  box  car 
to  a  coach,  missed  coupling  and  was  crushed  in  hips,  laid  up  about  three  weeks. 

February  3rd,  1882. — Decatur,  Alabama,  Wm.  Bennett,  messenger  boy  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  stepped  on  the  steps  of  yard  engine,  and  stepping  off  while  train  wa^ 
in  motion,  fell  and  had  his  leg  cmshed,  requiring  amputation  ;  his  father,  the  foreman  of  the 
shops,  was  running  the  engine,  but  did  not  see  him  get  on  or  off. 

February  Hth,  1882. — Decatur,  Alabama,  T.  Loyd,  yard  man  coupling  N,  &  N.  W.  box 
car,  No.  2,574  to  engine  got  his  fingers  caught  between  pin  and  deadwood  ;  the  ends  of  two 
fingers  had  to  be  amputated,  was  disabled  for  two  months. 


FROM  CAUSES     BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL. 

FROM  THEIR  OWN  MISSCON- 
DUCT  OR    CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

Killed. 

INJURED. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Passsengers 

Employees 

OthcrbS 

• 

3 

1 

1 
1 

1 

4 

1 

Total 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

NEW  ORLEANS,  MOBILE  &  TEXAS  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY 

OFFICERS  : 

Geo.  C.  Clarke,  President. 
David  Thompson,  Secretary. 

Operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 

DIRECTORS  : 


Geo.  C.  Clark,  New  Xork. 
C.  C.  Baldwin,  New  York. 

E.  H.  Green,  New  York. 

H.  V.  Newcomb.  New  York. 

F.  W.  Foote,  New  York. 
David  Thompson,  New  York. 
Henry  Authon,  New  York. 
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Wcstinghouse  air  brake  in  use  on  passenger  grains — hand  brake  on  freight  cars. 
Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  including  ofHcials,  1|344. 
Same  in  Alabamai  248. 

BALANCE   SHEET. 


ASSETS^ 


Cost  of  Road 


$10,216,538  35 


LIABILITIES 

Capital  Stock 

Funded  Debt 

Unfunded  Debt 


$4,000,000  00 

6,000,000  00 

226,538  35 


Adams  Express  Company  and  Southern  Express  Company  run  over  this  road,  for  which 
they  pay  the  rail  road  company  40  per  cent,  of  their  gross  earnings. 

Pullman  Southern  Car  Company  run  sleep>ers  over  this  road  for  which  they  are  paid  by 
the  rail  road  company  three  cents  mileage  of  sleepers. 

This  company  received  from  the  United  States  Government  $30,351  13  for  transporting 
the  mails  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882.  Compensation  is  based  on  weight  of  mail 
matter.  ^ 

STATEMENT  OF  ACCIDENTS. 


FROM   CAUSES   BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL. 

• 

FROM  THEIR  OWN  MISCON- 
DUCT   AND  CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

• 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 
2 

Injured. 

Pa-isengers 

Employes 

Others 

0 
0 
0 

2 

1 

2 

7 
2 

3 
7 
2 

ToUl 

0 

3 

2 

9 

2 

12 

STATEMENT  OF  ACCIDENTS. 


J.  C.  Hadnocks,  ex -employee,  was  run  over  by  train  No.  9,  July  5th,  1881,  near  Mobile, 
Alabama,  crushing  both  leg^s.  The  accident  was  caused  by  his  passing  from  the  engine 
back  over  the  train,  and  falling  between  the  cars.  Reports  show  that  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  liquor  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

Accident  to  train  No.  3  at  Fowl  River,  August  3rd,  1881,  caused  by  a  wash  out,  causing 
i^ieeper  to  leave  the  track.  Mrs.  Pierce  was  slightly  cut  on  the  arm,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  had 
his  face  and  ear  cut. 

October  7th,  1881 . — Brakeman  G.  W.  Setton  had  his  ankle  sprained  by  attempting  to  get 
on  train  while  in  motion  at  Fernland. 

October  3rd,  1881 — J.  J.  Joiner,  switchman  at  Mobile,  was  caught  while  coupling  cars  and 
slightly  injured,  on  account  of  one  draw  head  being  higher  than  the  other. 

Peter  McHale,  switchman,  Mobile,  slightly  injured  while  coupling  engine  to  car  loaded 
with  lumber — the  lumber  projecting  too  far  out. 

November  4th,  1881. — Dick  Malone,  Mobile,  injured  in  breast  and  shoulders  while  mak- 
ing coupling. 
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December  3rd,  1881. — Peter  Serda,  brakeman,  was  slightljr  injured  by  falling  from  train 
caused  by  trying  to  get  on  a  box  car  from  flat  car. 

Mathew  Harris,  at  St.  Elmo,  January  9th,  1882,  was  under  car  on  siding,  was  slightly 
injured  by  car  moving. 

June  5th,  1882. — P.  E.  Housen,  switchman,  Mobile,  slightly  injured  while  making 
coupling. 

February  27th,  1882. — L.  H.  Frank  was  run  over  and  killed  by  freight  train.  He  was 
stealing  a  ride  and  fell  off. 

March  11th,  1882. — Jack  McGuire,  switchman.  Mobile,  foot  slipped  and  fell  from  car, 
dislocating  left  shoulder. 

April  11th,  1882. — Negro  man  was'  run  over  and  killed  at  Fowl  River.  He  was  attempt- 
ing to  steal  a  ride  and  fell  off. 

April  5th,  1882. — John  Sullivan  at  Mobile,  was  walking  near  track  when  switch  engine 
came  along  with  car  loaded  with  boiler,  struck  a  fence  and  knocked  him  down,  slightly 
bruising  him. 

NEW  ORLEANS  &  SELMA  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

Jno.  L.  Tucker,  Trustee,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
L.  B.  Schofield,  Superintendent. 

General  offices  at  Selma. 

Common  hand  brake  in  use  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  employed,  including  officials,  (all  in  Alabama)  eighteen. 

BALANCE  SHEET. 


ASSETS. 

The  Rail  Road  &  Equipment 


I   3:?0,000  00 


LIABILITIES. 

First  Mortgage  Bonds, 


$    320.000  00 


This  company  is  paid  $600  per  year  for  tri-weekly  service  by  the  United   States  Govern- 
ment for  transporting  the  mails. 

STATEMENT  OP  ACCIDENTS. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1881,  leaving  Selma  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  train  consisting  of  three 
flats  and  a  baggage  car  for  passengers,  in  crossing  the  Alabama  Central  track,  the  front 
trucks  of  the  rear  car  left  the  rails.  The  wheels  did  not  cross  over  the  crossing,  but  kept 
down  the  Alabama  Central  track.  This  drew  the  flat  car  on,  which  were  sitting  Peter 
Ryser,  Wm.  Mays  and  A.  L.  Davis  with  others  off  the  track,  and  in  jumping  from  the  car, 
they  were  caught  and  killed  by  the  flat  car  falling  on  them.  The  train  came  to  a  fulf  stop 
this  side  of  the  crossing,  and  the  speed  when  the  accident  happened  was  not  more  than 
three  or  four  miles  an  hour.  Had  the  deceased  been  in  the  car  for  passengers  they  would 
not  have  been  injured. 

PENSACOLA  &  SELMA  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

Owned  and  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 

Hand  brakes  used  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  employed,  including  officials,  sixty -eight. 
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BALANCE  SHEET. 


ASSETS. 


Total  Cost  of  Road  to  June 
30th.  1882 


$   632,728  61 


LIABILITIES. 


Funded  Debt 


$1,5^8.000  00 


Adams  Express  Company  and  Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road,  for  which 
privilege  they  pay  to  the  rail  road  company  40  per  cent,  of  gross  earnings. 

$1,746  24  was  received  by  this  company  last  year  from  the  United  States  Government  for 
transportation  of  the  mails.     Compensation  based  on  weight  of  mail  matter  transported. 

SELMA  BRANCH  OF  THE  WESTERN  RAIL  ROAD  OF  ALABAMA. 

Operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 

Westinghouse  air  brake  is  used  on  passenger  cars  and  hand  brake  on  freight  cars. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed,  including  officials,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Adams  Express  Company  and  Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road,  for  which 
they  pay  to  the  rail  road  company  40  per  cent,  of  gross  earnings. 

$3,235  71  w^as  paid  to  this  company  last  year  by  the  United  States  Government  for  trans- 
portation of  the  mails.     Compensation  based  on  weight  of  mail  matter  transported. 

SOUTH  &  NORTH  ALABAMA  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

J.  W.  Sloss,  President,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 

E.  P.  Alexander,  Vice  President. 

H.  M.  Bush,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

E.  Marsh,  Superintendent,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 

Operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 

DIRECTORS : 

J.  W.  Sloss,  Birmingham, "Alabama. 

Joftiah  Morris,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Thos,  Joseph,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

J  no.  W.  Durr,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Wm.  O.  Baldwin,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Boiling  Hall,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

E.  P.  Alexander,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

H.  C.  Murrell,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Joseph  E.  Washington,  Cedar  Hill,  Tennessee. 

H.  F.  DeBardcleben,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 

Jas.  D.  Porter,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Luke  Pryor,  Athens,  Alabama.' 

John  T.  Milner,  Milncr  Station,  Alabama. 

Westinghouse  air  brake  in  use  on  passenger  trains.     Hand  brake  on  freight  cars. 
Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed,  including  officials,  one  thousand  on."* 
hundred  and  fifty -six. 
Same  in  Alabama,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fit*ty-six. 
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STATEMENT  OF  ACCIDENTS. 


FROM    CAUSES    BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL. 

FROM  THBIR  OWN   MISCON- 
DUCT   AND   CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

• 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

• 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Passengers 

Employes 

Others' 

0 
0 
0 

10 

4 

7 

1 
7 

1 

4 
7 

11 

11 
7 
1 

Total 

0 

10 

11 

9 

19 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 


.  July  Slst,  1881. — Wm.  Henderson,  at  Morris  Station,  attempted  to  get  on  train  while  in 
motion.    Foot  mashed. 

September  2nd,  18S1. — Dr.  J.  C.  Bachelor,  New  Orleans;  J.  H.  Clisby,  Montgomery;  F. 
S.  Ferguson,  Montgomery  ;  S.  Hutchins  and  wife,  Montgomery  ;  at  Brocks  Station.  Broken 
rail,  injuries  slight. 

September  11th,  1881. — At  Strasburg  Station,  Judge  J.  Aron  and  L.  A.  Kenning,  injuries 
slight    Cause  broken  rail. 

February  2nd,  1882. — At  Boyles,  Master  W.  Reader,  and  S.  M.  Cendless  and  wife,  injuries 
slight    Cause  broken  rail. 

July  24th,  1881. — At  Montgomery,  Alabama,  W.  D.  Hester,  foot  mashed.  Cause  attempt- 
ing to  get  on  moving  car. 

September  16th,  1882. — At  Jemison  Station,  Wm.  Howard,  (colored)  hand  mashed .  Cause 
carelessness. 

September  29th,  1881.— Mountain  Creek  Station,  M.  Y.  Thomas,  arm  broken.  Care- 
lessness. 

October  12th,  1881.— At  Boyles,  W.  Nobles,  foot  mashed.     Carelessness. 

November  15th,  1881.— Near  Morris  Station,  Jno.  Simpson  killed,  falling  from  train. 

January  11th,  1882.— At  Calera,  C.  C.  Hobbs,  injured  causing  death,  falling  from  train. 
Own  carelessness. 

April  7th,  1882.— At  Flint,  Lee  Thompson,  killed  by  falling  from  train.     Own  neglect. 

May  19th,  1882.— At  Verbena,  Thos.  Sweeni'y,  employee,  killed.  Rail  out  track  and  engi- 
neer running  by  signals. 

May  22nd,  1882.— At  Calera,  West  Linsey,  killed  passing  between  cars.     Own  neglect. 

June  15th,  1882.— At  Birmingham,  J.  Purviance,  hand  mashed  coupling.     Own  neglect. 

June  22nd,  1882  .—At  Birmingham ,  Jas.  Wochter,  foot  mashed  attempting  to  get  on  moving 
ur.    Own  neglect. 

July  lOUi,  1881.— At  Elmore,  Station,  unknown  negro  man,  killed  attempting  to  get  on 
moving  train. 

July  l«th,  1881.— At  Jemison,  Rich.  Frazier,  killed,  deaf  and  walking  on  track. 

July  19th,  1881.— Two  miles  south  Verbena,  unknown  colored  jnan,  killed.  Sleep  on 
track. 

August  23rd,  1881  .—At  Clanton,  Alabama,  Oscar  Nabors,  killed.  Cause  unknown,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  placed  on  track. 

September  1st,  1881. — Near  Decatur,  Mack  Johnson,  injured  causing  death.     Attempting; 
to  get  on  moving  train. 
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September  16th,  1881. — Near  Coosada,  unknown  colored  man,  killed.     Lying  on  track 
drunk. 

September  16th,  1881. — Helena,  Chas.  Eaton,  killed,  drunk  on  track. 

February  13th,  1883. — Leesdale,  John  Thomas,  killed.     Drunk  and  working  on  track. 


MONTGOMERY  &  EUFAULA  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


officers: 


Wm.  M.  Wadley,  President. 
Edward  Mclntyre,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
W,  G.  Raoul,  General  Superintendent. 
W.  F.  Shellman,  Division  Superintendent. 

General  offices  at  Montgomery  Alabama, 

directors: 

W.  G.  Raoul,  Savannah. 
Geo.  Cornwell,  Savannah. 
J.  F.  Gilmer,  Savannah. 
J.  J.  Gresham,  Macon. 
J.  E.  Jones,  Macon. 
W.  O.  Baldwin,  Montgomery, 
J.  W.  Hardie,  Montgomery. 
W.  M.  Stakely,  Union  Springs. 

Westinghouse   Automatic  brake  is  used  on  passenger  trains,  and  hand  brake  on  freight 
and  mixed  trains. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  by  this  company   including  officials  240. 
Same  in  Alabama,  234. 


BALANCE  SHEET. 


•    ASSETS. 

Railway  and  Appurtenances. 

Expenditures 

Interest 

Due  by  Central  p..  R.  Agents 

and  others 

Sinking  Fund 

Profit  and  Loss 


$2,120,000  00 

31,255  02 

2,970  00 

26,228  77 

45,000  00 

426,27;^  71 


$2,650,726  50 


LIABILITIES. 

Capital  Stock 

Bonds  of  1879 

Earnings 

Central  R.   R 


I    620,000  OO 
1,500,000  00 
43,255  91 

487,470  59 


12,650,726  50 


Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  roid. 

This  Company  is  paid  $6,419.64  per  annuni  by  the  United   States  Government   for   the 
transportation  of  the  mails. 
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MONTGOMERY  SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS. 

M.  P.  LeGrand,  President,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

S.  D.  Hubbard,  jr.,  Secretary  and  General  Manager,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

DIRECTORS. 

Jno.  H.  Clisby,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

W.  H.  Chambers,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

W.  H.  Graves,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Joseph  Goetter,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

J.  W.  Hardie,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Thomas  Joseph,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

M.  P.  Legrand,  Montgomery,  Alabama, 

M.  L.  Moses,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

O.  O.  Nelson,  Montgomery.  Alabama. 

W.  F.  Vandiver,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Thos.  B.  Wilkerson,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
Hand  brake  is  used  on  this  road. 
AveragA  number  of  persons  employed,  32. 

BALANCE  SHEET. 


ASSETS. 


Construction,  Road  Bed  &c. 
Due  on  Capital  Stock  .    . . 
Cash  on  Hand 


$   139,038  86 
23,201  88 
1.076  01 


$   163,319  75 


LIABILITIES. 

Capital  Stock 

Bills  Payable 

Due  on  Accounts... 


I  102,000  00 
31,194  75 
30,125  00 


$  163,319  75 


NASHVILLE,  CHATTANOOGA  &  ST.  LOUIS  RAILWAY. 

OFFICERS. 

Jas.  D.  Porter,  President,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
R.  C.  Bradford,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
East  &  Fogg,  General  Solicitors. 
R.  C.  Morris,  Chief  Engineer, 
J.  W.  Thomas,  General  Superindent. 
M.  J.  C.  Wrenne,  Division  Superintendent. 
General  offices  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

DIRECTORS. 

Jas.  D.  Porter,  Nashville. 

J.  W.  Thomas,  Nashville. 

G.  M.  Fogg,  Nashville. 

V.  K.  Stevenson,  New  York. 

T.  W.  Evans,  New  York. 

Henry  Earle,  New  York. 

G.  A.  Washington,  Cedar  Hill,  Tennessee. 

Thos.  C.  Whiteside,  Shelby  ville,  Tennessee. 

Thos.  Lipscomb,  Shelbyville,  Tennessee. 

E.  L.  Jordan,  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee. 

J.  W.  Childress,  Mufrreesboro,  Tenessee. 
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Westinghouse  Automatic  brake  in  use  on  this  road  for  passenger  service. 

Average  number  of  persons  employed  including  officials,  twenty -five  hundred. 

Same  in  Alabama,  sixty. 

The  Southern  Express  Company  run  over  this  road,  for  which  they  pay  the  rail  road 
company  fitly  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds  for  distances  up  to  one  hundred  miles.  For 
one  hundred  miles  or  over,  seventy -five  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds.  This  agreement  can 
be  altered  or  amended  on  sixty  days  notice. 

The  Pullman  Southsrn  Car  Company  run  sleepers  over  this  road,  for  which  they  are  paid 
by  the  rail  road  company  three  cents  per  mile. 

The  United  States  Government  pays  this  company  $50,386.09  per  annum  for  transport- 
ing the  mails. 

TUSKEGEE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY  (NARROW  GUAGE).  ^ 

OFFICERS. 

E.  T.  Varner,  President,  Tuskegee,  Alabama. 

J.  M.  Alexander,  Secretary,  Tuskegee,  Alabama. 

W.  H.  Wright,  Treasurer,  Tuskegee,  Alabama, 

G.  W.  Campbell,  General  Superintendent,  Tuskegee.  Alabama. 
Hand  brake  used  on  this  road. 
Average  number  of  persons  employed,  10. 

This  Company  receives  $64.00  per  quarter  from  the  United  States  Government  for  th« 
transportation  of  the  mails. 

VICKSBURG  &  BRUNSWICK  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS. 

W .  M .  Wadley,  President,  Savannah,  Georgia. 

W.  G.  Raoul,  Vice  President,  Savannah,  Greorgia. 

Edward  Mclntyre,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Savannah,  Georgia. 

W.  F.  Shellman,  Superintendent,  Macon,  Georgia.    . 

General  offices  at  Savannah. 

This  road  was  purchased  under  foreclosure.  It  stands  in  the  name  of  Wm.  M.  Wadley, 
and  has  never  been  reorganized  or  been  transferred  by  him  to  the  real  purchaser  the  Central 
Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company.  The  names  of  officers  put  in  and  the  cost  of  stock  is  merelj 
to  fill  necessary  blanks. 

Hand  brake  is  used  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  including  officials,  29. 

Same  in  Alabama,  22. 

BALANCE    SHEET. 


ASSE-PS. 

Railway  and  Appurtenances. 

Expenditures 

Interest 

Cash 

Due  by  Agents 


80,000  00 

11,580  15 

5,600  00 

3,592  55 

2,103  49 


$    102,876  19 


LIABILITIES. 


Stock  .  .  . 
Earnings 


$     80,000  00 
23,876  19 


$    102,876  19 
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Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road. 

This  company  receives  $919  56  per  annum  from  the  United  States  Government  for  trans- 
portation of  mails. 

WESTERN  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

OFFICERS  : 

Cecil  Gabbett,  President  and  General  Manager, 
J.  T.  Todd,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
H.  C.  Semple,  General  Solicitor. 

DIRECTORS : 

Wm.  M.  Wadley,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
W.  G.  Raoul,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Hamilton,  Athens,  Georgia. 
Henry  C.  Semple,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
W.  L.  Lanier,  Selma,  Alabama. 
Cha^.  H.  Phinizy,  \ugu8ta,  Georgia. 
Cecil  Gabbett,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Automatic  and  chain  brakes  are  in  use  on  this  road. 

Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed,  including  of!k:ial6,  three  hundred  and 
sixty -five- 
Same  in  Alabama,  three  hundred  and  forty-two. 

BALANCE  SHEET. 


ASSETS. 

Co6t  of  road  and  outfit 

Cash 

Due  from  agents  &  companies 

Interest  paid 

Paid   for  renewal  Columbus 
Branch 


$3,795,011  63 

8,379  31 

19,647  39 

1,400,000  00 

57,517  88 


$5,280,556  21 


LIABILITIES. 

Funded  debt 

Unfunded  debt 

Vouchers  and  accounts 

Net  earnings  June   Ist,  1875, 
to  June  30th,  1882 


$2,553,000  00 

1,242,011  63 

35,799  29 

1,459,745  39 


$5,280,556  31 


Southern  Express  Company  run  on  this  road  for  which  privilege  they  pay  the  rail  road 
company  as  follows  : 


DISTANCE. 


MBRCHANDISS. 


PERISHABLE. 


50  miles  and  under 55c.  per  100  pounds 50c.  per  100  pounds. 

51  miles  and  over 75c.  per  100  pounds 60c.  per  100  pounds. 

100  miles  and  over 1  00  per  100  pounds 75c.  pei  100  pounds. 

Contract  for  five  years  from  July  1st,  1882. 


Pullman  Southern  Car  Company  run  sleepers  on  this  road. 

This  rail  road  also  runs  its  own  sleepers,  and  charge  in  addition  to  regular  rates  a^charge 
of  857- 1,000c.  per  mile  is  made  for  lower  berth,  and  714-1 ,000c.  for  upper  berth. 
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This  company  receives  from  the  United  States  Government  for  transportation  of  mails 
$165  87  per  mile  for  88  miles  ;  $50  per  mile  for  postal  cars. 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 


FROM   CAUSES   BEYOND 
THEIR    OWN    CONTROL, 

FROM  THEIR  OWN    MISCON- 
DUCT   AND   CARELESSNESS. 

TOT4L. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 
1 
1 

Injured. 

Passengers 

Employes 

Others 

1 

3 

1 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

4 

Total 

1 

4 

0 

0 

4 

ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 

January  7th,  1882. — Two  miles  west  of  Cusseta,  Alabama,  JefF  Varner,  deaf  and  dumb 
negro,  knocked  off  of  track  by  passenger  train  No.  1.     Injury  very  slight — no  bones  broke. 

On  October  6th,  1881,  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  train  hand  Wm.  Maiable  had  his  thumb 
slightly  mashed  in  coupling. 

On  March  3d,  1881,  near  Cusseta,  Alabama,  James  H.  Sledge  was  killed  by  train  No.  6 
going  west.  Cause  unkown.  He  left  the  interior  of  the  car  and  went  out  on  the  plat- 
form— ^supposed  to  have  fainted  and  fallen  between  cars. 

November  27th,  1881,  at  C loughs  Station,  Alabama,  train  hand  C.  Hatchell  was  slightly 
injured  while  making  coupling. 

On  December  6th,  1881,  Albert  Smith,  (colored),  fell  or  was  thrown  from  passenger  train 
about  three  miles  east  of  Montgomery.     His  leg  was  broken  and  badly  mangled. 
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ANNUAL  RETURNS. 

We  prepared  a  form  of  returns  for  rail  roads  more  full  in  some  respiects  than  our  form  of 
last  year.  We  spent  much  time  in  its  consideration  and  preparation.  The  difHcuIty  and 
labor  of  preparing  such  a  fomi  sf  returns  so  as  to  obtain  anything  like  a  clear  insight  into 
the  business  operations  of  a  rail  road,  is  more  real,  than  at  first  glance  would  be  supposed. 
A  form  of  these  returns  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

On  the  23d  day  of  June,  1882,  we  sent  by  mail  to  each  of  the  rail  road  companies  operating 
rail  roads  ia  this  State  duplicate  forms  of  these  returns,  with  the  request  that  they  would  for- 
ward us  their  annual  returns  by  the  first  day  of  September.  Many  of  thenf  did  this,  but 
others  did  not  and  could  not  on  account  of  the  end  of  their  business  year  and  stock-holders 
meetings  coming  on  at  such  times  as  that  they  could  not  give  us  this  information  until  a  later 
period,  and  for  these  reasons,  which  were  strongly  and  earnestly  presented  by  them  and 
which  \ve.  deemed  good  and  sufficient,  we  expended  to  them  the  indulgence  of  more  time  for 
these  returns  after  the  first  day  of  September.  In  consequence,  however,  of  this  unavoid- 
able delay,  a  large  amount  of  extra  work  was  thrown  upon  us  to  be  done  in  a  very  short  pe- 
riod of  time,  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  our  attention  was 
frequently  and  necessarily  diverted  to  matters  arising  in  rail  road  tariffs  that  could  not  be 
postponed.  From  this  cause  we  have  been  compelled  to  prepare  a  large  portion  of  this 
report  very  hurriedly. 

One  trouble  that  his  forced  upon  us  much  additional  labor  and  prevented  us  from  obtain- 
ing as  clear  and  satisfactory  information  as  we  desired  in  a  few  instances,  has  been  the  man- 
Let  in  which  some  of  the  companies  keep  their  accounts.  These  accounts  are  so  kept  that 
the  information  called  for  by  our  returns  cannot  be  given  by  the  companies  except  in  the 
«hape  of  estimates,  which  amount  to  nothing  more  than  guesses  about  matters  where  accurate 
results  should  be  known  and  given.  This  is  notably  true  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia 
a:  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  operating  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  and  the 
Alabam  i  Central  Rail  Road  Instead  of  having  its  accounts  so  kept  as  to  show  the  earnings 
mi  expenditures  of  these  two  rail  roads,  operated  as  divisions  of  its  system,  it  furnishes  us  a 
rtiurn  for  its  whole  system  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  miles  operated  in  Tennessee,  Geor- 
gia, Alabama  and  Mississippi.  It  is  also  true  of  the  Central  Rail  Road  Company  of  Geor- 
gia operating  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Rail  Road,  the  Vicksburgh  &  Brunswick  Rail 
Road  and  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  where  the  books  of  accounts  are  so  kept  that 
iathe  returns  made  to  us  we  are  confronted  with  a  total  result  as  the  combined  aggregate  of 
a  large  variety  of  expenditures  without,  in  any  manner,  showing  what  the  amount  of  these 
>eparate  expenditures  were.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road 
Company,  operating  a  system  of  roads  equal  in  extent  to  both  these  others  combined,  found 
no  difficulty  in  giving  us  the  most  explicit  information  in  its  returns  as  to  the  earnings  and 
expenditures  of  each  of  the  rail  roads  operated  by  that  company  in  Alabama.  The  Mobile 
^Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  operating  a  direct  line  of  continuous  rail  road  from  Cairo  to 
Mobile,  also  found  no  difficulty  in  giving  the  most  satisfactory  information  in  its  returns. 
The>e  comparisons  are  not  pleasant  to  make,  but  our  duty,  under  the  Statutt^  requires  us  to 
report  them.  The  6th  Section  of  the  Statute  requires  us  in  revising  the  tariffs  of  a  rail  road 
company  to  look  at  and  consider  its  whole  traffic  and  business,  and  all  its  earnings  and  ex- 
penditures, and  to  so  revise  its  tariffs  as  to  allow  it  "  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of 
such  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments." 

But  we  cannot  perform  this  duty  when  these  rail  road  companies  fail  to  furnish  us  what 
their  earnings  and  expenses  are  on  their  roads  in  Alabama,  and  we  are  confronted  bJ' 
accounts  and  statements  muffied  up  in  this  manner.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and 
the  observance  of  this  safeguard  thrown  as  a  protection  by  the  Legislature  around  tl^ese  rail 
roads  against  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  and  unjust  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  rail  roadcom- 
roission,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  earnings  and  expenses  of  these  rail  roads  in  Ten- 
nessee, Georgia  and  Mississippi.  These  rail  roads  are  being  operated  under  charters  granted 
by  the  State,  of  Alabama,  and  under  its  laws,  and  we  have  felt   it  to  be  our  duty  to  admon- 
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ish  them  in  very  plain  terms  that  they  cannot  operate  these  rail  roads  in  this  State  in  open 
disregard  of  its  laws,  and  sovereign  authority,  like  ihcy  would  run  their  trains  across  a  local 
neighborhood  five  or  six  miles  wide.  They  assure  us  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for 
further  trouble  on  this  score  in  the  future,  and  we  hope  there  will  not,  but  it  is  a  matter  of 
sufficient  importance  for  further  legislation  on  this  particular  'point.  As  stated  in  our  last 
report  it  is  wholly  immaterial  how  they  keep  their  books  of  accounts  so  they  furnish  the  infor- 
mation called  for  in  these  returns. 

But  no  mere  form  of  returns  is  adequate  to  the  task  of  eliciting  fufi  and  satisfactory  infor- 
mation and  bringing  out  all  the  facts  showing  "the  actual  working  of  the  railway  system.*' 
They  do  indeed  perform  a  valuable  part  of  that  service,  but  they  have  to  be  supplemented 
by  the  light  of  additional  information.  This  additional  information  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  report  in  the  shape  of  depositions  of  witnesses  who  are  officers  and  mana- 
gers of  these  rail  roads — trained  experts,  familiar  with  their  business  and  practical  operation, 
whose  knowledge  and  opinions  in  tliese  matters  is  deserving  of  consideration  before  every 
tribunal  charged  with  the*duty  of  understanding  fully  and  intelligently  the  business  of  these 
rail  roads  and  their  methods,  whether  that  tribunal  is  called  upon  to  legislate  for  the  super- 
vision of  rail  roads  or  to  administer  such  legislation  after  it  is  enacted  by  the  law-making 
power.  These  depositions  were  not  taken  with  any  idea  of  printing  them  in  this  report,  or 
indeed  of  printing  them  at  all.  They  were  taken  under  the  27th  section  of  the  statute  for 
the  information  they  would  afford  the  rail  road  commission  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties. 
But  subsequent  reflection  convinced  us  that  the  information  they  contain  is  entirely  too 
valuable  to  be  omitted  from  this  report  in  explanation  of  the  years  operations,  and  as  we 
cannot  condense  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  justice  to  their  testimony  and  the  statute 
requires  us  to  report  such  facts  as  will  "disclose  the  actual  working  of  the  railway  system 
in  this  State,"  we  report  these  depositions  entire.  It  is  but  proper  to  state  that  the  facts 
generally  set  forth  in  those  depositions  are  matters  withwhichwe  have  long  been  compelled 
to  be  familiar  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  rail  road  commissioners. 

RAIL  ROAD   STATISTICS   OF  OTHER  STATES  AND   NATIONS  WHERE 
GOVERNMENTAL  SUPERVISION  OF  RAIL  ROADS  EXISTS. 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  us  from  the  publications  in  our  office  to  add  very  greatly  to 
the  interest  of  tiiis  report  by  incorporating  into  it  the  rail  road  statistics  of  other  States,  and 
nations,  where  governmental  supervision  of  rail  roads  exists,  with  a  brief  summary  of  the 
legislation  in  each  of  them  on  this  subject,  but  as  the  statute  docs  not  require  this  arid  as  it 
would  entail  a  considerable  additional  expense  in  the  printing  of  this  report  we  refrain  from 
doing  so.  Without  making  any  recommendation  on  this  subject  we  merely  suggest  that  if 
the  General  Assembly  in  its  wisdom  should  see  proper  to  amend  the  statute  so  as  to  author- 
ize the  commissioners  in  their  discretion  to  incorporate  such  statistics  in  their  reports  in  the 
future,  it  would  not  only  add  to  their  interest,  but  might  be  made  to  serve  a  useful  purpose 
in  disseminating  valuable  information  on  this  subject.  For  the  same  reasons  we  have  not 
printed  in  this  feport  the  Constitutional  provisions  and  general  statute  laws  of  the  State 
bearing  upon  the  subject  of  rail  roads,  some  of  which  would  be  fouud  to  explain  and  illustrate 
examinations  of  witnesses,  and  although  such  laws  are  generally  found  in  the  annual  reports 
of  rail  road  commissioners  of  other  States. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR   ADDITIONAL  LEGISLATION. 

We  are  directed  by  the  28th  Section  of  the  Statute  to  submit  in  every  such  report  as  this* 
such  recommendations  for  further  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  rail  roads,  as  we  may  deem 
necessary  or  advisable,  for  the  interests  of  tlie  State.  In  obedience  to  this  requirement  we  res- 
pectfully submit  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  We  renew  the  recom'nendation  made  in  our  First  Annual  Report  upon  the  subject  of 
Joint  Rates,  to  correct  combined  Local  Rates,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  that  as  well  as  in  this 
report;  and  also  Joint  Rates  upon  the  whole,  or  a  part  of  several  rail  roads  in  this  State  oper- 
ated by  any  one  company  or  system. 

l  We  recommend  that  Section  6,  of  the  Statute  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road 
companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State  be  repealed  ;  and  that  in  lieu  of  this, 
that  said  section  16  of  said  Statute  be  amended  so  as  to  incorporate  into  it  the  same  sub- 
stantial rule  now  set  forth  in  said  section  6,  but  more  carefully  and  fully  expressed,  so  as  to 
fix  the  rules  in  general  which  the  Commission  must  follow,  and  the  limits  which  it  must  not 
transcend  in  revising  the  tariffs  of  rail  road  companies.  As  the  Statute  now  stands  the  Rail 
Road  Commissioners  find  in  the  6th  Section  a  rule  indirectly  stated,  and  not  cleaVly  and 
correcUy  stated,  which  the  Commissioners  should  follow  and  which  it  ought  to  be  made 
obligatory  upon  them  to  pursue  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  enjoined  upon  them  in  the 
15th  section. 

3.  We  recommend  that  Section  24  of  this  Statute  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  in 
lascs  where  justice  may  require,  that  the  expense  of  erecting  the  fence  may  be  equitably  ap- 
portioned between  the  rail  road  company  and  the  owner  of  the  land.  Cases  occasionally 
arise  where  such  a  rule  should  be  observed.  Such  cases  have  been  before  us  but  we  had  no 
authority  to  make  any  such  apportionment. 

4.  We  recommend  that  Section  26  of  the  Statute  be  repealed.  And  in  support  of  this 
recommendation  we  respectfully  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  following  reasons,  each  of  which 
oyr  practical  experience  and  observation  has  demonstrated  to  be  true  : 

1.  The  general  law  already  holds  rail  road  companies  to  the  most  extraordinary  dili- 
gence in  the  operation  of  their  trains,  and  allows  no  excuse  for  any  of  their  "  accidents"  except 
"the  act  of  God"  or  "the  public  enemy"  or  "  the  contributory  negligence"  of  the  party  in- 
jured. To  enforce  this  measure  of  diligence,  and  to  furnish  a  remedyf  or  every  wrong  and 
injury,  the  courts  of  the  country  stand  open  to  all. 

1  After  an  "  accident "  occurs  the  witnesses  to  it  who  are  most  usually  travellers,  are 
gone  before  any  Rail  Road  Commissioner  can  be  notified,  and  possibly  reach  the  scene  of 
the  "accident "  and  therefore  cannot  be  examined.  The  only  witnesses  usually  who  can  be 
ei^ainined  under  such  circumstances,  is  the  party  injured  and  a  few  subordinate  train  em- 
ployees. It  seldom  happens  that  the  party  injured  can  give  any  intelligent  testimony  as  to 
^  causes  of  the  "  accident."  The  train  employees,  who  are  often  brakesmen,  depending 
upon  the  company  for  employment  and  a  living,  are  always  unwilling  witnesses,  and  testify 
ander  these  .strong  inducements  to  shape  their  testimony  so  as  to  show  that  the  company 
*tt  guilty  of  no  fault.  Such  testimony  taken  under  such  circumstances  is  of  little,  or  no 
^ue.  in  showing  the  real  causes  of  the  "accident"  and  is  more  calculated  to  mislead  the 
inind,  than  otherwise.     It  is  not  worth  taking,  preserving,  nor  reporting. 

3.  If  the  examination  is  deferred  as  is  frequently  unavoidable  then  all  of  the  witnesses^ 
can  never  be  got  together  and  the  Commissioner  is  confronted  by  a  long  list  of  witnesses 
vhich  the  counsel  for  the  party  injured  desires  to  have  examined  some  of  whom  reside  out  of 
^Jurisdiction  of  the  State  and  whose  evidence  can  only  be  taken  if  at  all  upon  depositions 
md  the  same  is  true  of  a  long  list  of  witnesses  furnished  by  the  company  and  in  this  way 
the  proceeding  becomes  interminable,  and  is  made  to  answer  the  purposes  of  private  suitors, 
in  fishing  up  evidence  for  suits  in  the  courts,  instead  of  an  investigation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public. 

4.  There  is  no  such  provision  as  this  in  the  Statutes  of  some  of  the  States  having  Rail 
Road  Commissions,     In  Massachusetts  there  is  such  a  provision  in  the  Statute  and  it  would 
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appear  from  the  report  of  the  very  able  and  efficient  Commission  of  that  State  for  the  year 
1880,  that  out  of  the  large  number  of  accidents  mentioned  in  that  report  by  which  one  hun- 
dred and  forty- six  persons  were  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded  only  six  of  these  "accident*" 
were  made  the  subject  of  investigation  and  special  report  by  the  Commissioners. 

*5.  In  the  returns  of  the  companies  to  the  Commission  a  list  of  these  accidents  and  casu- 
alties can  always  be  obtained  and  furnished  as  to  each  company  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  to  the  Governor  and  General  Assembly.  ' 

6.  Because  the  Rail  Road  Commissioners  have  enough  to  employ  their  whole  time  in 
performing  the  other  duties  required  of  them  b}  the  Statute  without  investigating  "  accidents* 
by  examining  witnesses. 

5.  That  each' rail  road  company  in  this  State  shall  make  monthly  reports  under  oath  to 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  such  rail  road  if  it  is  whoil  v 
operated  in  this  State,  and  of  the  portion  of  said  road  operated  in  this  State,  if  it  be 
operated  in  part  only  in  this  State. 

In  support  of  this  recommendation  we  invite  attention  to  what  we  have  said  in  this  report 
upon  tlie  subject  of  monthly  reports  and  annual  returns  from  rail  roads.  The  rail  road 
companies  make  up  their  business  reports  monthly,  and  it  will  put  them  to  very  little  trouble 
to  make  monthly  reports  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission. 

6.  That  every  rail  road  company  shall  so  keep  its  books  of  account  as  to  correctly  show 
the  amount  of  its  business  done  and  expenditure*  made  on  that  portion  of  its  rail  road 
operated  in  this  State. 

In  support  of  this  recommendation  we  will  state  tliat  companies  operating  only  a  portion 
of  their  road  in  this  State,  have  their  chief  offices  and  books  of  accounts  kept  in  other 
States.  That  they  keep  their  books  of  account  so  as  not  to  show  their  receipts  from  that 
portion  of  their  line  operated  in  Alabam|i,  nor  the  expenditure  made  upon  it,  but  these 
books  are  so  kept  as  to  show  only  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  company  over  its  whole 
line  in  several  different  States.  And  hence  it  is  impossible  without  change  in  this  respect, 
to  show  their  receipts  and  expenditures  on  that  portion  of  their  roads  in  Alabama.  When 
we  speak  of  receipts  here  we  mean  of  course  their  local  receipts  in  this  State,  for  their 
through  business  is  a  different  matter,  and  that  portion  of  it  earned  in  Alabama  could  only 
bo  arrived  at  approximately  by  estimate.  Without  tWn>  information  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Rail  Road  Commission  to  be  properly  informed  of  the  business  of  these  roads  in  this  State 
nor  can  they  give  the  information  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  every  month  in  reference 
to  these  matters  above  recommended. 

7.  That  the  Rail  Road  Commission  or  any  Commissioner  shall  have  power  to  examine 
witnesses  under  oath  in  any  matter  pending  before  the  Commission  or  any  such  Com- 
missioner. 

8.  We  further  recommend  that  any  rate  recommended  in  writing  by  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  or  by  a  majority  of  the  Commission  shall  be  deenied  prima  facie  a  fair  and 
just  compensation  for  the  service  performed  to  which  it  relates  in  any  proceeding  before  any 
court  or  officer  of  this  State,  and  that  sections  5  and  33  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  regulation 
of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  approved  February 
26th,  1881,  be  repealed. 

In  support  of  this  recommendation  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  according  to  all  the  known 
and  received  rules  of  action  in  either  public  or  private  affairs  it  would  seem  to  be  an  idle 
ceremony  for  a  great  State  acting  through  a  board  of  sworn  public  officers  and  in  tlie 
exercise  of  a  strictly  governmental  function  to  take  upon  itself  the  regulation  and  supervision 
of  rail  roads,  and  after  it  has  acted  upon  any  such  matter  by  means  of  the  best  knowledge- 
information  and  judgment  that  such  a  board  of  officers  can  bestow  upon  it,  from  a  full  con- 
sideration of  all  the  rates,  tariffs,  regulations,  and  business  of  a  rail  road  company  which  are 
before  it  to  an  extent  that  no  other  tribunal  in  the  State  can  have,  and  in  addition  to  this 

the  sworn  testimony  of  witnesses  most  familiar  with  all  the  matters  involved then 

to  say  that  such  action  of  the  State  is  not  even  prima  facie  evidence  that  it  is  correct  unless 
it  is  assented  to  and  adopted  bv  the  rail  road  company  is  indeed  anomalous.     Either  the 
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State  has,  or  it  has  not  this  jurisdiction.  If  it  has  this  jurisdiction  and  proposes  to  exercise 
it  by  the  creation  of  and  through  the  action  of  such  a  tribunal,  then  it  would  appear  to  be  a 
>trange  result  that  all  it  has  done  is  nothing  unless  assented  to  by  the  rail  road  company. 
This  is  placing  a  mere  private  corporation  created  and  chartered  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
above  the  laws  of  the  State  itself,  and  making  the  power  of  the  State  to  legislate  and  act 
u{>on  a  matter  within  its  jurisdiction  dependent  upon  the  assent  of  such  a  cprporation.  The 
State  does  not  ask  one  of  its  citizens,  or  even  the  aggregate  and  mighty  power  of  all  its 
people,  whether  he,  or  they,  will  assent  to  its  laws,  or  the  enforcement  of  those  laws  by  its 
tribunals,  but  the  State  enacts  the  laws,  and  enforces  them  through  its  tribunals,  and  the 
citizen,  and  the  people  submit,  and  have  to  submit.  There  is  nothing  about  a  rail  road  cor- 
poration  that  places  it  above  the  same  rule. 

To  make  the  action  of  the  State  done  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  under  such  circum- 
stances in  administering  and  enforcing  the  supervision  and  regulation  of  rail  road  com- 
panies prima  facie  evidence  in  any  court  or  other  proceedings  at  law  or  in  equity,  or  before 
any  officer  of  this  State,  that  the  thing  done  or  omitted  to  be  done  in  such  action  of  the 
State  was  right  and  proper  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  very  natural,  logical  and  moderate 
consequence  of  any  such  action  by  the  State.  We  think,  however,  this  will  be  sufficient  for 
all  practical  purposes. 

We  could  make  other  suggestions  prompted  by  new  experimental  statutes  enacted  in  other 
States  having  rail  road  commissions,  some  of  which  seem  well  calculated  to  be  productive 
of  beneficial  results,  but  they  are  generally  of  very  recent  origin  and  sufficient  time  has  not 
elapsed  to  test  them  ;  and  we  content  ourselves  with  making  such  recommendations  only  a® 
'jut  experience  has  shown  to  be  actually  needed. 

To  express  more  clearly  the  nature  and  character  of  each  of  the  recommendations  we 
irjke  for  additional  legislation,  we  have  prepared  bills  in  reference  to  each  of  said  reconi- 
Ticiidations  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

RESULTS  OF  RAIL  ROAD  SUPERVISION  BY  THE  STATE. 

No  rail  road  company  has  failed  or  refused  to  adopt  and  put  into  effect  any  recommend - 
'tion  made  by  us.  We  have  endeavored  to  show  in  this  report  by  actual  facts  the  practical 
result*  of  rail  road  supervision  by  the  State  during  the  brief  period  that  has  elapsed  since 
the  State  entered  upon  the  performance  of  this  governmental  duty  by  regulating  this  branch 
of  its  internal  confimerce,  and  exerting  its  own  police  powers  for  the  protection  of  its  people, 
instead  of  leaving  these  duties  to  be  performed  exclusively  by  officials  and  agents  of  rail 
roads.  It  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  us  to  prepare  additional  tables  showing  the  large 
•savings  to  the  public  resulting  from  the.  reductions  in  passenger  rates,  and  on  all  the  rail 
"^&  except  a  few  from  freight  rates,  without  in  either  instance  entailing  loss  or  injury 
lipon  the  rail  roads.  But  these  results  can  be  seen  and  judged  by  every  intelligent  reader  of 
tliU  report,  who  can  look  at  the  facts  stated  in  this  report  and  then  has  only  to  reflect  that 
ijpon  a  large  travel  such  as  is  usual  to  rail  roads,  a  reduction  of  forty  per  cent,  or  even 
twenty-five  per  cent  upon  the  whole  amount  of  that  travel,  speedily  amounts  to  thousands 
0!" dollars,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  a  reduction  of  a  few  cents  per  hundred  pounds  upon 
each  of  many  articles  in  general  use  and  in  a  vast  volume  of  business,  such  as  is  transacted 
^v  rail  roads,  soon  swells  to  an  immense  amount.  Such  tables  and  estimates  as  we  have 
list  referred  to,  could  of  course  be  disproved  by  no  one,  and  doubtless  would  receive  general 
credence,  but  they  would  be,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  founded  upon  conjectural  esti- 
mates, and  we  have  no  desire  to  cover  ourselves  with  any  cheap  glory  and  questionable 
achievements  of  that  description.  They  may  be  expected  because  they  are  not  unusual,  but 
>j  is  an  expectation,  which,  if  it  exists,  we  will  have  to  disappoint. 

This  whole  subject  of  the  regulation  of  the  business  of  rail  roads  by  the  State  is  one 
which  is  full  of  inherent  difficulties  and  surrounded  by  many  embarrassments.  It  is  of  recent 
"Hgin  and  yet  the  march  of  events  have  forced  it  upon  the  most  enlightened  nations  of 
F-urope  and  a  majority  of  the  States  of  the  American    Union.      None   of  these  nations  or 
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'states  that  have  undertaken  it  have  receded  from  this  governmental  work.  Hme  and  expe- 
rience are  each  necessary  to  develop  and  reduce  it  to  a  thoroughly  arranged  and  complete 
system.  The  reformers  who  propose  by  heroic  remedies  to  accomplish  complete  wonders 
in  a  day  or  not  at  all  will  find  a  more  successful  field  of  operation  somewhere  else  than  in 
dealing  with  this  subject.  No  Statutes,  however  wise,  patriotic  or  well  considered,  vrill,  in 
themselves,  acco\;nplish  the  work  :  and  a  tinkering  and  meddlesome  administration  of  such 
Statutes  certainly  will  not.  To  make  such  regulation  just  and  beneficial,  worthy  of  a  ^reat 
State  and  promotive  of  its  prosperity,  and  the  welfare  of  all  who  are  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  its  laws,  this  supervision  must  be  exercised  by  an  administration  of  such  Statu te», 
characterized  by  a  spirit  of  justice,  firmness  and  patience. 

We  have  endeavored  to  administer  the  Statutes  now  in  force  for  the  promotion  of  ttiese 
objects,  and  in  this  spirit,  we  have  sought  to  accomplish  substantial  and  practical  results, 
instead  of  sensational  applause.  We  have  invoked  no  penalties  in  aid  of  the  administration 
we  have  made;  we  have  stirred  up  no  law  suits;  we  have  neither  been  parties  nor 'vrit- 
nesses  in  any  proceeding  in  the  courts  for  the  enforcement  of  any  of  these  Statutes  by  the 
Rail  Road  Commission,  nor  has  there  been  any  such  litigation.  And  now,  after  the  pro- 
tracted and  complicated  labors  of  this  administration,  as  required  by  the  Statute,  to  the 
Governor  and  General  Assembly,  we  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

Prest.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners, 


APPENDIX. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  ADDITIONAL  LEGISLATION, 


NO.  1.    JOINT  LOCAL  FREIGHT  RATES. 

See  recommendation  on  this  subject  in  First  Annual  Report,  to  correct  evils  of  combined 
local  freight  rates,  which  recommendation  as  already  stated  we  renew.  And  in  addition 
thereto  the  following: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  to  pre^ 
pare  and  recommend  joint  local  freight  rates  to  be  used  upon  two  or  more  rail  roads  in  this 
State,  when  such  rail  roads  are  operated,  or  their  operation  controlled  by  one  or  more  rail 
road  companies  or  by  a  system  of  rail  road  C3mpanies  or  persons. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama ^  That  wherever  any 
two  or  more  rail  roads  in  this  State  are  operated  or  their  operation  controlled  by  one  or  more 
rail  road  companies,  or  by  a  system  of  rail  road  companies  or  persons  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  to  examine  and  consider  the  local  freight  rates  of 
each  of  such  rail  roads  so  operated  in  this  State  and  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  Com- 
missbn  joint  local  freight  rates  can  or  ought  to  be  made  over  any  two  or  more  of  said  last 
named  rail  roads  so  as  to  reduce  the  transportation  of  freight  over  said  rail  roads  to  just  com- 
pensation and  to  avoid  unjust  d incrimination,  or  oppressive  and  unjust  charges  by  means  of 
combined  local  freight  rates,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commission  to  prepare  joint 
local  freight  rates  to  be  used  in  the  operation  of  said  last  named  rail  roads  and  to  recom- 
mend the  same  to  said  company,  companies  or  system  operating  or  controlling  the  operation 
of  laid  rail  roads  in  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  preparing  such  joint  rates  and  making  such 
recommendation  the  said  Rail  Road  Commission  shall  have  due  regard  for  the  value  of  the 
service  to  be  performed  and  the  rules  and  principles  governing  such  transportation,  and  shall 
in  every  such  instance  make  no  such  joint  rates  or  recommendations  which  do  not  allow  the 
companies  or  persons  ^operating  such  lines  a  fair  and  reasonable  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vice to  be  performed . 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Commission  shall  exercise  a  watchful 
and  careful  supervision  over  all  such  joint  rates  and  the  operation  of  the  same,  and  shajl  re- 
^li^  fiaid  joint  rates  from  time  to  time  as  justice  to  the  public  and  the  said  rail  roads  may 
^uire  and  shall  increase  or  reduce  any  of  said  joint  rates  accordingly  as  experience  and  busi- 
ness operations  may  show  to  be  just. 

RECOMMENDATION  No.  2. 

.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  section  15  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  thi& 
SUte.    Approved  February  26th,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama ^  That  section  15  of  an 
Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons 
operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  approved  February  26th,  1881,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Section  15.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to 
consider  and  carefully  revise  all  tariffs  of  charges  for  transportation  made  by  any  person  or 
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corporation  owning  or  operating  a  rail  road  in  this  State,  and  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Commission  any  such  charge  is  more  than  just  compensation  for  the  service  for  which  it  is 
proposed  to  be  made,  or  if  any  such  charges  amount  to  unjust  discrimination  against  anj 
perKon,  locality  or  corporation  the  Commission  shall  notify  the  party  making  such  charges 
of  the  changes  necessary  to  reduce  the  rate  of  charges  to  just  compensation  and  to  avoid 
unjust  discrimination,  and  when  such  changes  are  made  by  such  party  in  the  tariff  or  when 
none  are  deemed  proper  and  expedient,  the  members  of  tlie  Commission  shall  append  a  cer 
tificate  of  its'  approval  to  such  tariff  of  charges.  But  in  revising  every  such  tariff  the 
Commission  shall  take  into  consideration  the  character  and  nature  of  the  service  to  be  per- 
formed, and  the  entire  business  of  such  rail  road,  together  with  its  earnings  from  the  pas- 
senger and  other  traffic,  and  shall  so  revise  said  tai  iffs,  as  to  allow  a  fair  and  just  return  on 
the  value  of  such  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  o( 
the  said  Commission  to  exercise  a  watchful  and  careful  supervision  over  every  such  tariff  and 
its  operation,  and  to  continue  to  revise  said  tariffs  from  time  to  time  as  justice  to  the  public 
and  each  of  the  said  rail  road  companies  may  require,  and  to  increase  or  reduce  any  of  said 
rates  accordingly  as  experience  and  business  operations  may  show  to  be  just. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  section  six  of  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State, 
approved  February  26th,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama ^  That  section  six  of 
An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons 
operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  approved  Feburary  26th,  1881,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

RECOMMENDATION  NO.  3. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  section  twenty -four  of  An  Act  entitled  An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  Rail  Road  Companies  and  persons  operating 
rail  roads  in  this  State.     Approved  February  26th,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  section  twenty - 
four  (24)  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  Rail  Road  Companie> 
and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  *iiis  State,  approved  February  26th,  1881,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Section  24.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  complaint  is  made  to  the  Commis- 
sion, that  any  rail  road  or  portion  thereof  ought  to  be  fenced  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Commission  to  give  notice  to  the  person  or  corporation  operating  said  rail  road  and  also  to 
the  person  making  such  complaint  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  such  complaint 
will  be  heard  and  determined,  and  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to 
examine  the  witnesses  of  the  parties  under  oath  in  relation  to  such  complaint.  If  upon 
such  hearing,  the  commission  shall  deem  it  necessary  that  said  rail  road  ought  to  be  fenced, 
the  commission  shall  notify  the  person  or  corporation  operating  such  rail  road  thereof,  and 
designate  what  portion  of  said  road  shall  be  fenced  by  said  person  or  corporation  operating  ^ 
said  rail  road,  provided  the  commission  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  such  person,  or  cor- 
poration operating  said  rail  road  should  bear  all  the  expense  of  erecting  such  fence,  but  if 
the  commission  should  be  of  opinion  that  said  expense  ought  to  be  divided  between  the  per- 
son or  corporation  operating  said  rail  road  and  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  land  making  the 
complaint,  then  the  commission  shall  determine  what  proportion  of  said  expense  ought 
equitably  to  be  borne  by  each  of  said  parties,  and  shall  so  specify  in  a  notice  to  be  sent  to 
each  of  them  designating  what  portion  of  said  rail  road  ought  to  be  fenced.  When  in  the 
case  which  provides  tliat  said  person  or  corporation  shall  bear  all  the  expense  of  erecting 
such  fence,  and  such  person  or  corporation  shall  after  reasonable  notice,  fail  or  refuse  to 
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fence  the  portion  of  said  rail  road  as  specified  in  said  notice,  such  person  or  corporation, 
shall  be  liable  in  damages  for  the  value  of  any  stock  killed  or  injured  with  or  without  negli- 
gence upon  the  portion  of  said  rail  road  so  designated  to  be  fenced,  and  no  liability  shall 
attach  for  stock  killed  or  injured  on  that  portion  of  the  line  fenced  in  the  manner  designated 
by  said  commissioners. 

When  in  the  case  provided  for  of  the  expense  being  divided  between  the  parties  as  speci- 
fied by  the  commissioners,  then  if  after  reasonable   notice  thereof,  the  person  owning  or 
operating  said  rail  road,  shall  forthwith  offer  to  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  land,  making  the 
complaint  to  comply  with  said  award  in  good   faith,  and   the  owner  of  the  adjacent  land 
s^hall  after  such  notice  as  is  prescribed  in  this  section,  fail  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  part 
of  said  award  to  be  performed  by  him,   then  the  person   or  corporation  operating  said  rail 
road,  shall  not  be  liable  in  damages  for  any  stock  belonging  to  the  owner  of  said  land  which 
may  be  killed  or  injured  with  or  without  negligence  on   said  portion  of  said  rail  road  so 
designated  to  be  fenced  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2«  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  commission  shall  also  determine  in  said 
proceedimg  which  of  said  parties  shall  bear  the  expense  of  repairing  and  maintaining  said 
fence  which  shall  be  specified  in  said  notice. 

RECOMMENDATION  NO.  4. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  section  twenty-six  (26)  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act 
to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads 
in  this  State.     Approved  February  26th,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  section  twenty- 
six  C:i6)  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies 
and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State.  Approved  February  26th,  1881,  be,  and  the 
*ame  is  hereby  repealed. 

RECOMMENDATION    NO.  5. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  require  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  any  rail 
road  in  this  State  to  make  monthly  reports  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  rail  road  company  made  upon  or  received 
from  said  rail  road. 

Skctiox  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  it  shall  be  the 

duty  of  every  rail  road  company  or  persons  operating  a  rail  road  in  this  State  to  make 

monthly  returns  of  the  business  of  said  rail  road  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama, 

-which  returns  shall  embrace  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  rail  road,  and  be  made 

according  to  forms  furnished  by  the  said  Rail  Road  Commissioners  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  monthly  returns  herein  provided  for  shall  be 
made  as  aforesaid  within  twenty-five  days  after  the  end  of  each  month  to  which  they  relate, 
and  any  rail  road  company,  or  persons  operating  any  rail  road  in  this  State,  which  shall 
fail  or  refuse  to  make  the  monthly  returns  as  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  forfeit  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  fifty  dollars  for  every  day  of  such  refusal  or  neglect. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  is  not  in 
any  manner  to  alter  or  change  the  law  now  requiring  annual  returns  to  be  made  to  said 

Rail  Road  Commissioners. 

Sec  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  monthly  returns  shall  be  sworn  to  by  one, 
or  more  officers  of  said  company,  or  of  the  persons  operating  said  rail  road,  whe  has 
knowledge  of  their  truth,  and  any  person  knowingly  swearing  falsely  to  any  sUtement  ia 
anv  of  said  monthly  reports  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury. 
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RECOMMENDATION,  NO.  6. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  require  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating 
Any  rail  road  in  this  State  to  keep  such  books  of  account  as  will  clearly,  correctly  and 
distinctly  set  forth  and  show  the  earnings,  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  rail  road. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  every  rail  road 
company,  or  persons  operating  any  rail  road  in  this  State,  shall  keep  books  of  account  which 
will  clearly,  correctly  and  distinctly  set  forth  and  show  the  earnings,  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  every  such  rail  road. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  furthet  enacted^  That  whenever  any  such  company  or  persons  shall 
fail  to  keep  such  books  of  account  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General,  or  of  the 
Solicitor  of  any  circuit  wherein  said  rail  road  is  located,  upon  complaint  made  under  oath, 
and  upon  the  complainants  giving  good  and  sufficient  security  to  be  approved  by  the  clerk  of 
the  court  in  which  such  information  is  filed,  to  file  an  information  in  the  name  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  upon  the  relation  of  the  said  complainant  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  -warranto  for  a 
judical  forfeiture  of  the  corporate  privileges  and  rights  of  any  such  company  or  persons  to 
operate  said  rail  road  under  the  laws  of  this  State  and  for  an  abuse  of  its  corporate  privileges 
in  operating  said  rail  road  under  the  laws  of  this  State  and  contrary  to  said  laws. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted  y  ''i 'hat  the  said  information  shall  be  tried  by  the  court 
and  jury,  and  if  it  be  sustained  upon  the  evidence  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury  the  court  shall 
declare  a  judicial  forfeiture  of  the  corporate  privileges  or  rights  of  said  company  or  persons 
to  operate  said  rail  road  in  this  State,  and  the  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  make  all  such 
further  orders  and  judgments  as  shall  be  necessary  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  said  rail  road  as 
in  the  case  of  dissolved  corporations. 

RECOMMENDATION  NO,  7. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama  or  either  of  said  Commissioners  to  administer  oaths  and  examine  witnesses 
under  oath  in  any  proceeding  pending  before  said  Commission  or  any  Commissioner. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  [in  any  proceed- 
ing pending  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  or  before  any  Commissioner 
that  the  said  Commission  or  such  Commissioner  shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths  to 
witnesses  and  to  examine  such  witnesses  under  oath. 

Sec.  a.  Be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  any  witness  who  shall  refuse  to  answer  any  ques- 
tion which  may  be  propounded  to  him  in  any  such  proceeding  by  the  said  Commission  or 
any  Commissioner,  or  who  shall  otherwise  conduct  himself  in  any  rude,  disrespectful  or  dis- 
orderly manner  in  the  course  of  any  such  proceeding  while  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Com- 
mission, or  of  such  Commissioner,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  on  conviction  shall 
be  fined  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 
or  jury  trying  the  same. 

RECOMMENDATION  NO.  8. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  sections  5  and  33  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State. 
Approved  February  26th,  1881, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama,  That  sections  five  (5) 
and  thirty-three  (33),  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road 
companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  approved  February  26th,  1S81,  be, 
und  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 
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RECOMMENDATION   NO.  9. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  that  any  determination  of  any  matter  by  the  Rail 
Road  Commission  of  Alabama  in  the  course  of  proceedings  before  said  Commission 
relating  to  the  r^ulation  or  super>'ision  of  rail  road  companies  or  persons  operating 
any  rail  road  in  this  State  and  coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Commission, 
proof  of  the  fact  of  such  determination  so  made  by  the  said  Commission  shall  be 
received  in  all  courts,  or  other  proceedings  at  law,  or  in  equity,  or  before  any  officer 
^&  prima  facie  evidence  that  such  determination  of  such  matter  by  the  said  Commis- 
sion was  right  and  proper. 
Section.  1,     Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  whenever  any 
determination  of  any  matter  has  been  made  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  in 
the  course  of  any  proceeding  before  said  Commission  relating  to  the  regulation  or  supervision 
of  rail  road  companies  or  persons  operating  any  rail  road  in  this  State  and  coming  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Commission,  proof  of  the  fact  of  such  determination  so  made  by 
>aid  Commission  shall  be  received  in  all  courts  or  other  proceedings   at  law  or  in  equity,  or 
before  any  officer,  as  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  said  determination  of  the  same  by  the 
^aid  Commission  was  right  and  proper.  -j 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  the  said  determination  of  said  matter  by  the  said 
Commission  shall  be  in  writing  the  proof  thereof  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  by  a  duly  certi- 
fied copy  of  such  writing  made  and  certified  to  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission. 
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AN    ACT 

To  provide  foi»  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in 

this   State. 

Section  1,     Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama^  That  the  Tiain  track 
of  every  rail  road  in  this  State  is  a  public  highway,  over  which  all  persons  have  equal  rights 
of  transportion  tor  passengers  and  freights,  on  the  payment  of  just  compensation  to  the  owner 
of  the  rail  road  for  such  tsansportation;  and  any  person  or  corporation  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  transporting  passengers  or  freights  over  any  rail  road  in  this  State,  who  shall  exact 
and  receive  for  any  such  transportation  more  than  just  compensation  for  the  services  ren- 
dered, or  demands  more  than  the  rates  specified  in  any  bill  of  lading  issued  by  such  person 
or  corporation,  or  who  for  his  or  its  advantage  or  for  the  advantage  of  any  connecting  line, 
or  of  any  person  or  locality,  shall  make  any  unjust  discrimination  in  transportation  against 
anv  individual,  locality  or  corporation,  shall  be  guilty  of  extortion,  and  in  every  case  it  shall 
be  for  the  jury  to  determine,  from  all  the  evidence,  whether  more  than  just  compensation  was 
exacted  and  received  or  whether  any  such  discrimination  in  transportation  which  may  be 
otablished'by  the  evidence  against  the  individual,  locality  or  corporation,  as  the  case  may  be, 
was  made  for  the  benefit  or  advantage  of  the  person  or  corporation  operating  such  rail  road  i 
or  of  any  person  or  locality;  Provided^  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pre- 
vent contracts  for  special  rates  for  the  purpose  of  developing  any  industrial  enterprise,  or  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  any  such  contract  now  existing. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  party  injured  may  recover  of  the  person  or  cor- 
poration guilty  of  extortion,  as  defined  in  this  act,  twice  the  amount  of  damages  sustained  by 
the  over  charge  or  unjust  discrimination,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  a  reasonable  fee  for  the 
counsel  prosecuting  the  case  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  amount  in  any  county 
>^here  the  person  or  corporation  operating  the  rail  road  does  business;  but  if  it  appears  that 
the  service  in  which  the  extortion  was  committed  was  done  at  rates  or  upon  terms  previously 
approved  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  hereinafter  established,  only  actual  damages,  and  no 
attorney's  fee,  shall  be  recovered. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  suits  to  recover  damages  for  extortion  in 
respect  to  any  transportation  done  at  rates  or  upon  terms  not  higher  than  tliose  previously 
approved  by  the  Rgil  Road  Commission,  the  plaintiff,  if  he  fail  in  the  suit,  shall  pay  the  costs 
and  also  a  reasonable  attorney's  fee  to  the  defendant  for  defending  the  cause,  the  amount  to 
be  determined  by  the  court  in  which  the  case  is  trieJ,  or  by  a  jury  if  demanded  by  either 
party. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  or  corporation  who  shall  commitf 
extortion  as  defined  by  this  act,  willfully,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on 
conviction  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars  for  each 
ofiense,  but  no  such  extortion  shall  be  deemed  willfull,  unless  committed  by  a  person  or  cor- 
poration which  has  failed  or  refused  to  submit  his  or  its  tariff  of  charges  to  the  rail  road  com- 
mission hereinafter  established,  or  having  so  submitted  the  same,  has  refused  to  conform  such 
tariff  to  the  requirements  of  the  commission. 

Sec.  5.     Be  it  further  enacted,    That  in  all  suits  or  proceedings  under  this  statute,   the 
defendant  may  give  in  evidence  the  fact  that  the  rates  or  terms,  in  respect  to  which  extortion 
is  alleged,  had  been  previously  approved  by  the  rail  road  commission  hereinafter  established 
and  such  approval  shall  be /ri/«fl/iic/e  evidence  that  such  rates  or  terms  were  not  extor- 
tionate. 

Sec.  6.    Be  it  further  enacted,    That  no  rates  or  charge  for  service,  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight  over  any  rail   road,  shall  be  held   or  considered   extortionate  or  excessive 
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under  any  proceeding  under  this  act,  if  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  net  earnings  of 
such  rail  road  transporting  freights,  if  done  without  such  discrimination,  on  the  basis  of  such 
rate  or  charge,  together  with  the  net  earnings  from  its  passenger  and  other  traffic,  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of  such  rail  road,  its  appurtences 
and  equipments. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  actions  to  recover  damages  under  this  act,  shall 
be  commenced  within  ninety  days  after  the  cause  of  action  accrues. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  foregoing  sections  of  this  act  shall  not  Uke 
effect  until  after  the  first  day  of  June,  1881. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons  or  corporations  in 
this  State  who  shall  own  or  operate  any  rail  road  therein,  to  publish  by  'posting  at  all  the 
depots  the  tariffs  of  rates  for  transporting  freight,  showing  the  rates  for  each  class,  including 
general  and  special  rates,  and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  such  person  or  corporation  to  make 
any  reduction  or  rebate  from  such  tariff  in  favor  of  any  person  or  corporation  which  shall 
not  be  made  in  favor  of  all  other  persons  or  corporations  by  a  change  in  such  published  rates 
but  special  rates  may  be  given  to  any  person  or  corporation  to  aid  him  or  it  in  developing 
any  industrial  enterprise,  but  such  special  rates  must  be  published  as  the  general  rates  are. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  exacted.  That  any  person  or  corporation  who  shall  make  any 
reduction  or  rebate  prohibited  by  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and,  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten    nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  person  who  knowingly  receives  the  benefit  of 
any  such  reduction  or  rebate,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction,  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  not  prevent  any  rail  road  companj 
from  transporting  freight  free  of  chai^. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  commission  is  hereby  established,  consisting  of  a 
president  and  two  associate  commissioners,  to  be  known  as  the  Rail  Road  Commissioners  of 
Alabama.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  nominate  and  send  to  the  Senate  the 
names  of  three  competent  persons  for  the  office  of  president,  and  of  six  competent  persons 
for  the  offices  of  associate  commissioners,  and  the  Senate  shall  select,  by  a  majority  vote, 
from  the  persons  thus  nominated  for  said  officers  respectively,  the  president  and  two  asso- 
ciate commissioners,  but  the  senate  may  reject  all  the  persons  nominated  for  the  offices  of  presi- 
dent and  associate  commissioners  respectively ;  and  in  case  of  the  rejection  of  the  persons 
nominated  for  president,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  nominate  three  other  per- 
sons for  that  office,  from  whom  the  Senate  shall  select  a  president,  and  in  case  the  Senate 
refuses  to  select  from  the  persons  nominated  for  the  office  of  associate  commissioner,  either 
or  both  of  the  associate  commissioners,  the  Governor  shall  nominate  three  other  persons  for 
each  of  said  offices  not  filled  from  those  first  nominated,  and  from  the  persons  thus  nomi- 
nated, the  Senate  shall  make  the  selection,  and  such  rejections  and  renominations  may  be 
made  until  all  the  offices  have  been  filled. 

Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  Rail  Road  Commissioners  shall  be  State 
officers,  and,  before  entering  on  their  duties,  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  for  other 
State  officers,  and  may  be  impeached  and  removed  from  office  by  the  Supreme  Court  for 
the  same  causes  and  in  the  same  manner  as  other  State  officers  ;  they  shall  hold' office  for 
two  years,  and  until  their  successors,  respectively,  are  duly  elected  or  appointed  and  qualified, 
and  any  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor  ;  the  person  so  appointed  shall  hold  office 
until  his  successor  is  duly  appointed,  confirmed  and  qualified  as  above  provided.  No  person 
in  the  employ  of  any  rail  road  corporation,  or  other  person  owning  or  operating  a  rail  road 
in  this  State,  or  owning  any  stock  in  any  rail  road  corporation,  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Governor  as  a  member  of  such  commission,  and  any  commissioner  who  shall  accept  anv 
gift,  gratuity,  emolument,  or  employment  from  any  person  or  corporation  owning  or 
operating  a  rail  road  in  this  State,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  except  a  permit  for  him- 
self to  pass  over  the  rail  road  of  such  person  or  coporation,  shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  may 
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be  impeached  and  removed  from  office  for  that  cause,  as  well  as  for  any  of  the  causes 
specified  by  law  for  the  impeachment  of  other  State  officers. 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  consider 
and  careftiUy  revise  all  tariffs  of  charges  for  transportation  submitted  to  the  Commission  by 
any  person  or  corporation  owning  or  operating  a  rail  road  in  this  State  ;  and  if,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commission,  any  such  charge  isi.  more  than  just  compensation  for  the  service 
for  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  made,  or  if  any  such  charges  amount  to  unjust  discrimination 
against  any  person,  locality  or  corporation,  the  Commission  shall  notify  the  party  submit- 
ting the  same,  of  the  changes  necessary  to  reduce  the  rate  of  charges  to  just  compensation, 
and  to  avoid  unjust  discrimination  ;  when  such  changes  are  made  by  the  party  submitting 
the  tariff,  or  when  none  are  deemed  proper  and  expedient,  the  members  of  the  Commission 
(hall  append  a  certificate  of  its  approval  to  such  tariff  of  charges. 

Sec.  16.    Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commission  to  hear  all 
complaints  made  by  any  person  against  any  such  tariff  of  rates  so  approved,  on  the  ground 
that  the  same,  in  any  respect,  is  for  more  than  just  compensation,  or  that  such  charges,  or 
any  of  them,  amount  to,  or  operate  so  as  to  effect  unjust  discrimination  ;  such  complaint 
must  be  in  writing  and  specify  the  items  in  the  tariff  against  which  complaint  is  made,  and 
if  it  appears  to  the  Commission  that  there  may  be  justice  in  the  complaint,  or  that  the  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  investigated,  the  Commission  shall  forthwith  furnish  to  the  person  or  cor- 
poration operating  the  rail  road,  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  together  with  notice,  that  at  a 
time  and  place  stated  in  the  notice,  the  tariff  as  to  said  items  will  be  revised  by  the  Com- 
wisMon,  and  at  such  time  and  place  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  hear  the 
Parties  to  the  controversy  or  by  counsel,  and  such  evidence  as  may  be  offered,  oral  or  in 
^'ting,  and  may  examine*  witnesses  on  oath,  conforming  to  the  mode  of  proceedings,  a» 
nearly  as  may  be  convenient,  to  that  required  of  arbitrators,  giving  such  time  and  latitude 
to  each  side,  and  regulating  the  opening  and  conclusion  of  any  argument,  as  the  Commis- 
Mon  may  consider  best  adapted  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  when  the  hearing  is  concluded^ 
the  Commission  shall  give  notice  of  any  changes  deemed  proper  by  them  to  be  made,  to  the 
person  or  corporation  operating  the  rail  road. 

Skc.  17.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  Commission  shall  have  an  office  at  the 
cipilol.  and  shall  meet  there  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  month,  except  September,  and 
^hall  remain  in  session  until  all  business  before  them  is  disposed  of ;  and  shall  hold  other 
«s«ion8,  and  at  such  times  and  places,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their 
<iutic8,  or  as  the  convenience  of  parties,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commission,  may  require. 
The  President  of  the  Commission  shall  receive  a  salary  of  thirty -five  hundred  dollars,  and 
*e  awociate  Commissioners  shall  each  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
to  be  paid  as  the  salaries  of  other  State  officers,  and  the  Commissioners  may  employ  a  clerk 
«  a  salary,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  keep  a  record  of  all  iU  proceedings,  which  shall  be 
^at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  public. 

Sec.  18.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person,  company  or 
corporation,  operating  any  rail  road  in  this  State  to  make  a  return  to  the  auditor  at  the 
^e  of  returning  its  property  for  taxation,  in  each  year,  of  the  gross  earnings  of  such  rail 
road  during  the  preceeding  year,  and  if  such  rail  road  is  partly  in  another  State,  the  gross* 
proceeds  shall  be  apportioned  to  each  mile  of  main  track  of  the  whole  road,  and  the  sum  tlius 
apportioned  to  the  miles  of  the  main  track  of  the  whole  road,  and  the  sum  thus  apportioned 
^  the  miles  of  main  track  in  this  State,  shall  be  considered  the  gross  earnings  of  such  rail 
'o«d  in  this  State  In  the  event  of  failure  to  make  such  return  of  gross  earnings,  the  auditor 
shall  ascertain  and  assess  the  same  from  infovmation .  The  auditor  must  then  ascertain 
^hat  percentage  on  the  aggregate  of  gross  earnings,  thus  returned  or  assessed,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  commission  authorized  by  law,  and  assess  a  license  tax 
^S^inst  every  such  railroad  for  the  amount  of  such  per  centage  on  its  gross  earnings.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person,  company  or  corporation  operating  a  rail  road  in  this 
^^te,  to  pay  the  tax  so  assessed  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 


106 

June  in  each  year.  Upon  production  of  the  treasurer's  receipt  for  such  tax  to  the  auditor, 
and  upon  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  party  paying  the  same  is  prepared  to  transport 
freight  and  passengers  with  reasonable  safety  over  such  rail  road,  the  auditor  shall  issue  to 
such  party  a  license  to  operate  said  rail  road  for  one  year.  Any  person,  company  or  cor- 
poration operating  a  railroad  in  this  State,  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  June,  1881,  without  a 
license,  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  day  while  so  engaged,  one-half  to  be  paid 
to  any  person  suing  for  the  same,  and  the  other  half  into  the  State  treasury. 

Sec.  19.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  money  paid  out  under  this  act,  shall  be  paidoi 
warrant  of  the  auditor  to  the  treasurer,  as  by  law  provided,  including  such  sum  as  may  be 
necessary  to  procure  office  furniture,  stationery,  and  other  office  expenses,  including  rent  ot 
office  of  said  commission  ;  provided  such  office  expenses  shall  not  exceed  $500  per  annum. 

Sec.  20.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Rail  Road 
Commission,  it  shall  appear  that  repairs  are  necessary  upon  any  such  rail  road,  or  that  anv 
addition  to  the  rolling  stock,  or  any  addition  to,  or  change  of  the  station,  or  station  house>' 
or  any  change  in  the  rates  of  fares,  for  transporting  freight  or  passengers,  or  any  change  in 
the  mode  of  operating  the  road  and  conducting  its  business  is  reasonable  and  expedient  in 
oixier  to  promote  the  security,  convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public,  they  shall 
give  information  in  writing,  to  the  corporation,  of  the  improvements  and  changes  which 
they  adjudge  to  be  proper,  and  a  report  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  included  in  the  annua! 
report  of  the  commission  to  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  21.  Be  it  further  enacted ^  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  the  right  to  pa'!> 
free  of  charge,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  on  all  the  rail  roads  in  the  State,  and  to 
take  with  them  any  person  in  their  official  employment.  That  the  said  commission  shall 
have  general  supervision  over  all  the  rail  roads  of  Alabama,  and  shall  examine  the  same. 
from  time  to  time,  and  keep  themselves  informed  as  to  their  condition,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  operated,  with  reference  to  the  security  and  accommodation  of  the  public, 
and  the  compliance  of  the  several  corporations  with  their  charters  and  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Sec.  22.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  commissioners  shall  as  often  as  they  deem 
it  necessary,  examine  the  several  rail  roads  in  this  State,  and  shall  recommend  in  writing  to 
the  several  rail  road  companies,  or  any  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  and  regulations  as  said  commissioners  deem  conducive  to  the  public  safety  and 
interest. 

Sec.  23.  Be  it  further  emcted.  That  the  managers  operating  the  several  rail  roads  oi" 
this  State  shall  furnish  the  said  commission  with  all  the  information  required  relative  to  the 
management  of  their  respective  lines,  and  particularly  with  copies  of  all  leases,  contracts  and 
agreements  for  transportation  with  express,  sleeping  car,  or  other  companies  to  which  they 
are  parties. 

Skc.  24.  Be  it  further  enactedy  That  whenever  the  commissioners  deem  it  necessan' 
that  any  rail  road  or  portion  thereof  should  be  fenced,  they  shall  notify  the  corporation  or 
person  operating  such  rail  roads  thereof,  and  designate  which  should  be  fenced,  and  upon 
failure  of  any  such  rail  road  company,  after  reasonable  notice,  to  fence  such  portion  of  it^ 
line,  such  rail  road  company  shall  be  liable  in  damages  for  the  value  of  any  stock  killed  or 
injured,  with  or  without  negligence,  upon  the  portion  of  its  line  so  designated  to  be  fenced ; 
and  no  liability  shall  attach  for  stock  killed  or  injured  on  that  portion  of  the  line  fenced  in 
the  manner  designated  by  said  commissioners,  unless  such  killing  or  injury  was  inflicted 
wilfully  or  wantonly.  And  any  person  wantonly,  wilfully  or  intentionally  disturbing  any 
rail  road  fence,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  or  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  or  hard  labor  for  the  county  fo^  not  less  than  ten  days  nor  more  than  twelve 
months. 

Skc.  25.  Be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  several  rail  road  companies,  trustees  or  re- 
ceivers, or  other  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  be  and  are  hereby  required  to 
make  annual  returns  of  their  business  to  the  board  of  commissioners  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  September  of  each  year,  made  up  to  the  close  of  business  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next 
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preceeding ;  which  annual  returns  shall  be  made  in  duplicate,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
said  commissioners,  upon  blank  forms  to  be  furnished  by  said  commissioners  to  said  rail 
road  companies.  Any  rail  road  company  which  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  such  re- 
turns shall  forfeit  to  the  State  fifty  dollars  for  each  day  of  such  refusal  or  neglect. 

Sec.  26.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  rail  road  company  shall,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  occurrence  of  any  accident  to  a  train  attended  with  serious  personal 
injurr  on  any  portion  of  its  line  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  give  notice  of  the  same  to 
the  rail  road  commissioners,  who,  upon  receiving  such  notice  or  upon  public  rumor  of  such 
accident,  may  repair  or  dispatch  one  or  more  of  their  number  to  the  scene  of  said  accident 
and  inquire  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  thereof,  which  shall  be  recorded  in  the  minutes 
ot'  their  proceedings  and  embraced  in  their  annual  report. 

Sec.  27.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  commissioners  may  summon  and  examine 
under  oath  such  witnesses  as  they  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  any  rail- 
road company  ;  and  whoever  shall  refuse,  without  justifiable  cause,  to  appear  and  testifj* 
after  being  duly  cited,  or  shall  obstruct  any  rail  road  commissioner  in  the  discharge  of  his 
<iulies,  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year,  or  both. 

Sec.  28.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board,  through  their  chairman,  shall  make 
annual  reports  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year,  for 
transmission  to  the  Legislature,  of  their  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  next  preceding,  containing  such  facts  as  will  disclose  the  actual  working  of  the  railway 
>y>t«Ti  in  this  State,  and  such  suggestions  as  to  the  general  rail  road  policy  of  the  State,  as 
nuy  seem  to  them  appropriate.  They  shall,  also,  submit  such  recommendations  for  further 
ie^.siation  upon  the  subject  of  rail  roads  as  they  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable  for  the 
interests  of  the  State. 

Sec.  29.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  on  the  application,  in  writing,  of  a  director  or  of 
any  person  or  persons  owning  one-fiftieth  part 'of  the  entire  paid  in  capital  stock  of  any 
corporation  operating  a  rail  road,  or  the  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  of  such 
corporation,  equal  in  amount  to  one  fiftieth  part  of  its  paid  in  capital  stock,  the  rail  road 
commissioners  shall  make  an  examination  into  the  books  and  finantial  condition  of  such 
corporation,  and  may,  \n  their  discretion,  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  in  this  State. 

Sec.  30.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  railroad  commissioners  shall  hare  at  all  times 
-ccess  to  the  list  of  stockhilders  of  every  corporation  operating  a  railroad  in  this  State,  and 
^',  in  their  discretion,  at  any  time  cause  the  same  to  be  copied  in  whole  or  in  part  for 
their  own  information  or  for  the  information  of  persons  owning  stock  in  such  corporation. 

Sec.  31,  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  railroad  commission,  by 
correspondence,  convention  or  otherwise,  to  confer  with .  the  railroad  commissioners  of 
other  States  of  the  Union,  and  with  such  persons  from  States  having  no  railroad  commis- 
i^ioners  as  the  Governor  of  such  States  may  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing,  if  practi- 
f4We.  upon  a  draft  of  statutes  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  each  State,  which  shall 
^'^^re  such  uniform  control  of  railroad  transportation  in  the  several  States,  and  from  one 
State  into  or  through  another  State,  as  will  best  subserve  the  interest  of  trade  and  com- 
fnerce  of  the  whole  country  ;  and  said  commission  shall  include  in  their  annual  report  to 
^  Governor  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  any  such  conference  or  convention. 

Sec.  32.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  holding  the  office  of  railroad  commis- 
sioner, or  of  clerk  for  the  railroad  commission,  shall  during  his  continuance  in  office  person- 
3^H'  or  through  any  partner  or  agent  render  any  professional  services  or  make  or  perform 
^ny  business  contracts  with  or  for  any  railroad  owned  or  operated  in  this  State,  excepting 
contracts  made  with  such  railroad  in  its  capacity  as  common  carrier. 

Sec.  33.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  effect  in  any  manner  or  degree  the  legal  duties,  rights'  and  obligations  of  any  railroad 
corporation,  or  other  person  owning  or  operating  any  railroad  in  this  State,  or  its  legal  lia- 
bility for  the  consequences  of  its   neglect  or  mismanagement,  whether  adjudged  by  said 
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commission  to  be  reasonable,  expedient  and  proper  or  not.  But  when  in  any  case  any  rail- 
road corporation  or  person  operating,  owning  or  controlling  any  railroad  in  this  State,  has 
abopted  the  recommendation  or  advice  of  the  commission,  proof  of  such  fact  shall  be 
received  in  all  courts,  or  other  proceedings  at  law  or  in  equity,  or  before  any  officer,  a^ 
prima /acie  evidence  that  the  thing  done  or  omitted  to  be  done  was  right  and  proper. 

Sec.  34.  Be  itfurtktr  enacted^  That  witnesses  summoned  to  appear  before  said  com 
mission,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  per  diem  and  mileage  as  witnesses  attending  the  cir- 
cuit court.  Witnesses  summoned  by  the  commissioner  shall  be  paid  by  warrant  on  the 
treasury  to  be  drawn  by  the  Auditor  on  the  certificate  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  the 
amount  to  which  such  witness  is  entitled.  Witnesses  summoned  by  any  party  to  be  paid  b; 
the  party  by  whom  they  are  summoned. 

Sec.  35.  Be  ii  fmrther  tuacted.  That  lor  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  am! 
all  other  eacpensos  herdn  provided  for,  the  sum  oC  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  for  two  years,  er  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  out 
of  any  money  in  tiae  State  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  36.  Be  ii  further  enacted^  That  said  railroad  commission  shall,  on  notice  by  the 
Governor,  atrend  all  meetii^  of  the  Board  of  Exjualization  on  railroad  property,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  sectk»  383  of  the  Code  of  Alabama,  and  give  said  Board  of  Equalization  al! 
information  in  their  possession  that  may  be  desired  to  assist  said  board  in  the  assessment  of 
the  railroad  property  of  this  State.     Approved  February  26, 1881 . 


STOPPING  A  TRAIN  TO  PUT  OFF  A  PASSENGER  BETWEEN  STATIONS. 

In  the  matter  o{  the  application  of  E.  A.  Flewellen,  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  and 
Western  Railway. 

Heard  and  disposed  of  by  the  Rail  Road   Commission  of  Alabama,  on  the  21st  day  of     ' 
November,  1881. 

The  tacts  upon  which  uur  opinion  Is  asked  m  this  matter  are  thus  set  forth  in  a  letter  of  £. 
A.  Flewellen,  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway,  dated  Op^lika, 
Alabama,  November  15th,  1881,  and  addressed  to  the  Commission  : 

''There  are  several  places  along  the  line  of  this  road  not  recognized  even  as  flag  stations  in 
our  rate  book,  nor  in  our  table  of  distances,  at  which  we  are,  for  the  accommodation  of 
patrons  accustomed  to  stop  our  trains,  when  circumstances  justify,  and  allow  passengers  to  get 
off  and  on.  All  such  passengers  are  charged  as  if  to  or  from  the  stations  next  beyond. 
Such  charges  are  of  course  more  than  the  four  cents  per  mile  recommended  by  your  Board 
of  Commissioners  ;  but  it  is  not  believed  to  be  in  violation  of  the  views  of  your  board  as  to 
th(  rate  to  be  charged  by  this  road.  However  it  is  thought  best  to  state  the  facts  and  ask 
your  opinion  on  the  subject." 

At  the  time  we  revised  the  passenger  tariffs  of  the  rail  road  companies  of  this  State  our 
atlention  was  then  called  to  the  matter  mentioned  in  this  letter  by  several  of  them  and  our 
opinion  upon  it  requested.  We  considerecf  the  subject  and  then  informed  them  that  we 
regarded  such  a  regulation  as  reasonable  and  just  As  there  was  no  complaint  before  us,  and 
our  time  was  very  much  taken  up  with  other  matters,  we  did  not  reduce  our  views  to  writing 
but  we  may  as  well  now  state  briefly  our  reasons  for  the  opinion  on  this  subject,  then,  as  well 
as  now,  entertained  concerning  this  regulation,  for  it  is  a  regulation,  that  is  in  substance  the 
same  with  probably  every  rail  road  company  in  the  State. 

In  the  transportation  of  passengers  along  the  line  of  a  rail  road,  it  is  indispensably  necessary 
that  there  should  be  reasonable  and  just  regulations  established  by  the  company  for  the  secu- 
ntr,  convenience,  and  accommodation  of  the  travelling  public,  as  well  as  to  enable  the  com- 
pany to  perform  in  a  proper  manner  a  kind  of  business  in  which  the  law  requires  of  it  the 
nost  extraordinary  diligence.  The  nature  of  the  business  is  such,  that  every  such  company, 
uvell  as  the  public,  has  very  high  rights  in  thes#  regulations  being  reasonable  and  just. 

It  would  be  manifestly  unreasonable  and  unjust  to  delay  the  traveling  public  by  having  a 
reputation  that  a  passenger  train  should  stop  at  every  dwelling  house  along  the  rail  road,  and 
take  on  or  put  off  passengers  ;  and  any  such  regulation  would  be  ruinous  to  the  business  of  a 
rail  road  company.  To  accomodate  the  public,  and  also  transact  its  own  business  with  any- 
thing like  system  and  profit,  every  rail  road  company  finds  it  necessary  to  establish  regular 
stations  and  flag  stations.  The  operation  of  passenger  trains  is  conducted  with  reference  to 
these  stations  ;  and  their  Iccality  and  existence  in  the  case  of  passengers  becomes  a  part  of 
the  contract  of  transportation.  A  passenger  has  no  more  right  to  insist  that  the  company 
shall  stop  its  train,  for  his  convenience,  and  put  him  off  at  any  other  than  a  regular  station  or 
flag  station,  than  the  company  has  to  insist  that  for  its  convenience  it  will  stop  a  train  and 
put  him  off  in  the  woods  or  the  middle  of  an  old  field.  When,  therefore,  the  company  for 
the  convenience  of  such  a  passenger,  and  at  his  instance,  stops  its  train  at  a  place  where  there 
is  no  regular  or  flag  station^  for  the  purpose  of  taking  him  on  or  putting  him  off,  as  the  case  may 
be,  in  either  event  we  think  it  a  just  and  reasonable  regulation  that  if  put  off,  he  should  pay 
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fare  the  same  as  if  taken  to  the  next  station,  or  if  taken  on,  that  he  should  pay  fare  the  same 
as  if  he  had  been  taken  aboard  the  cars  at  the  last  station  passed  by  the  train.  We  made  the 
recommendations  that  we  did  in  reference  to  the  reduction  of  passenger  fares  on  rail  roads  in 
this  State,  recognizing  this  regulation  at  the  time,  and  not  considering  it  as  being  in  conflict 
with  them. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


SELLING  PASSENGER  TICKETS  AT  REDUCED  RATES  TO  MINISTERS  OF 
THE  GOSPEL.— SELLING  PASSENGER  TICKETS  AT  REDUCED 
RATES  TO  EXCURSIONS  OR  TRAVELLING  COMPANIES. 

Heard  and  disposed  of  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  February  6th,  1882. 

In  the  matter  of  E.  A.  Flewellen,  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway, 
in  reference  to  whether  reduced  rate  passenger  fares  for  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  and 
travelling  companies,  will  violate  the  statute  on  the  subject  of  **  unjust  discrimination," 
and  the  passenger  tariff  as  revised  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission. 

■ 

Prior  to  the  revision  of  the  passenger  tariffs  of  the  Rail  Roads  of  this  State  by  the  Rail 
Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  the  rail  road  companies  of  this  State,  very  generally 
allowed  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  when  travelling  in  reference  to  their  ministerial  duties,  to 
travel  over  their  lines  at  half  rates  of  fare.  After  this  revision;  and  the  reductions  made  by 
it.  the  rail  road  companies  changed  this  rule  and  charged  ministers  of  the  Gospel  full  fare, 
and  made  no  exception  in  their  favor  when  travelling  on  their  ministerial  duties. 

The  questions  now  before  us  are  whether  a  rail  road  company  would  violate  the  law  against 
jnJTKt  discrimination,  and  the  tariff's  of  rates  as  revised  by  that  Commission,  if  such  com- 
pany should  allow  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  travel  over  its  line  at  reduced  rates  when  on 
the  business  of  their  ministerial  duties,  and  also  whether  it  would  be  unjust  discrimination 
to  "ell  tickets  to  a  company,  or  crowd,  in  one  transaction,  at  less  than  the  revised  rates  fixed 
bjthe  Commission. 

The  statute  bearing  upon  this  subject  provides  : 

"That  tlie  main  track  of  every  rail  road  in  this  State  is  a  public  highway,  over  which  all 
persons  have  equal  rights  of  transportation  for  passengers  and  freights,  on  the  payment  of 
jest  compensation  to  thc^owner  of  the  rail  road  for  such  transportation  ;  and  any  person  or 
corporation  engaged  in  the  business  of  transporting  passengers  or  freights  over  any  rail 
road  in  this  State,  who  shall  exact  and  receive  more  than  just  compensation  for  the  services 
rendered,  or  demands  more  than  the  rates  specified  in  any  bill  of  lading  issued  by  such  per- 
«n  or  corporation,  or  who  for  his  or  its  advantage,  or  for  the  advantage  of  any  connecting 
line,  or  of  any  person  or  locality,  shall  make  any  unjust  discrimination  in  transportation 
against  any  individiual,  locality  or  corporation,  shall  be  guilty  of  extortion,  and  in  every 
case  it  shall  be  for  the  jury  to  determine,  from  all  the  evidence,  whether  more  than  just  com- 
pensation was  exacted  and  received,  or  whether  any  such  discrimination  in  transportation 
^hichmay  be  established  by  the  evidence  against  the  individual,  locality  or  corporation,  as 
the  case  may  be,  was  made  for  the  benefit  or  advantage  of  the  person  or  corporation  operat- 
ing such  rail  road  or  of  any  person  or  locality." 

Every  statute  of  a  highly  remedial  character  like  this,  presents  more  latitude  for  construc- 
lion  than  would  a  statute  which  is  merely  penal  in  its  nature  and  purposes,  or  than  would 
1  statute  which  is  simply  declaratory  of  what  was  already  the  common  law  ;  and  it  is  incum- 
^tupon  those  whoFe  duty  it  is  to  enforce  such  a  statute  to  give  it  such  reasonable  con- 
^tnjction  as  will  suppress  the  mischiefs  which  the  Legislature  intended  should  be  suppressed 
^y  it*  enactment,  and  to  carry  out  the  policy  which  the  Legislature  intended  should  be  put 
jito  effect  by  the  language  and  the  meaning  of  the  law. 

In  enacting  this  statute,  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  distinctively  recognized  the  well 
bown  fact  that  these  rail  road  companies  are  private  corporations,  organized  for  business 
purposes  under  charters  granted  by  the  State  ;  and  the  purpose  of  the  Legislature  was  to 
prevent  them  from  abusing  the  privileges  given  by  these  charters  in  practicing  "  unjust  die- 
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crimination  and  extortion"  and  oppression.  To  regulate  them  in  these  respects  the  Legis- 
lature established  a  Rail  Road  Commission,  and  confided  to  it  ytry  large  discretionary 
powers.  Beyond  this  great  purpose  which  is  everywhere  manifest  in  the  statute,  it  was? 
never  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  by  this  legislation  to  determine  for  rail  road  com- 
panies what  kind  of  business  they  should  engage  in,  or  what  kind  of  contracts  they  should 
make  in  all  complications  of  commerce  with  different  persons  and  under  different  circuro- 
stances  ;  nor  to  confide  any  such  power  to  a  Rail  Road  Commission.  Outside  of  these  for- 
bidden limits  of  "  unjust  discrimination"  and  "  extortion"  each  of  these  rail  road  companies 
in  the  prosecution  of  its  business,  is  left  by  the  Legislature  to  make  any  contracts  for  itself 
that  it  may  see  proper,  to  the  same  extent  in  every  respect  that  an  individual  would  do. 

In  attempting  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  the  Rail  Road  Commission  ha* 
recommended  to  each  of  these  companies  a  tariff  of  passenger  fares  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  companies.     The  revised  tariffs  are  what  is  called  maximum  rates.    That  is,  they 
are  the  highest  rates  the  companies  can  charge  for  the  service  to  be  performed,  but  each 
company  may  charge  less. than  these,  provided  it  is  not  guilty  of  "unjust  discriminations.** 
There  is  in  this  State  a  class  of  men  who  without  regard  to  their  different  creeds  of  reli- 
gious faith,  are  known  by  general  description  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  they  are  >o 
-described  in  various  statutes,  general  and  special,  enacted  at  difi'erent  times  by  the  Legi> 
lature  of  Alabama  from  the  earliest  history  of  the  State,  and  on  account  of  their  calling  in 
life,  exemptions  have  been  extended  to  them  in  these  statutes  from  militia  duty,  working  on 
the  public  roads,  from  paying  charges  on  turnpikes  and  through  toll  gates  when  engaged  in 
their  ministerial  duties,  and  in  other  particulars  of  exemption  that  might  be  named.    The^e 
men  are  known  in  every  community  of  the  State  as  being  a  class  of  men  who  by  education. 
5tudy,  and  vows,  have  consecrated  themselves  to  the  duty  of  teaching  and  impressing  upon 
mankind  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy  Bible.    Their  mission  in  life  cuts  them  off  from  lucrative 
pursuits,  and  few  of  them  have  more  than  a  bare  living,  but  it  results  from  these  considera- 
tions that  they  enjoy,  and  deserve  to  enjoy  the  sympathy  and  reverence  of  their  fellow  men, 
and  it  is  honorable  to  human  nature,  that  this  sympathy  and  reverence,  as  a  class,  is  verv 
^nerally  shown  to  them.     Nothing  is  more  common  among  individuals  than  for  them  to 
be  exempted  from  charges  made  on  others,  and  the  general  voice  of  mankind  approves  it. 
If  a  rail  road  company  following  the  example  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  the 
numerous  statutes  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  of  individuals  generally  in  all  the  pursuits 
of  life,  sees  proper  in  the  prosecution  of  its  business  to  pass  ministers  of  the  Gospel  over  it« 
lines  at  reduced  rates  when  engaged  in  their  ministerial  duties,  we  decide  that  it  is  not 
^'  unjust  discrimination"  within  the  meaning  of  this  statute. 

We  further  decide  that  it  is  not  "unjust  discrimination"  within  the  meaning  of  thi-« 
statute,  for  a  rail  road  company  to  pass  a  travelling  company,  or  any  crowd  of  persoa^ 
travelling  over  its  line  at  reduced  rates,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  by  so  doing  it  i> 
selling  a  number  of  tickets  or  fares  in  one  transaction.  The  revised  passenger  tariffs  of  the 
different  companies  in  express  terms  relate  to  single  tickets  or  single  fares,  and  were  never 
intended  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  companies  to  make  less  rates  for  excursions,  or 
to  Conventions,  Conferences,  Synods,  Associations,  or  any  other  public  aii^semblages,  or  to 
.cases  in  which  a  number  of  tickets  were  sold  to  a  company  or  crowd  in  one  trasaction. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


PASSENGER  TARIFFS. 


OVERCHARGE  ON^DISTANCE, 


In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  W.  R.  Rodgers  and  others  relative  to  the  passenger  rates 
of  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  from  Montgomery  to  Elmore 
Station,  and  the  passenger  rates  from^Elmorc  Station  to  Wetumpka. 

Heard  and  decided  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  April  5,  1882. 

This  is  a  complaint  under  the  16th  section  of  'an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and.  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,"  approved 
Febmary  26, 1881.  It  states  in  substance  that  the  rail  road  company,  at  agent's  rates,  charges 
a  passenger  forty  cents  for  travel  between  Montgomery  and  Elmore  Station,  when  this  charge 
should  only  be  thirty-five  cents.  The  controversy  upon  this  feature  of  the  complaint  turned 
upon  the  actual  distance  between  these  two  points,  and  could  only  be  settled  by  measurement 
^e  by  a  practical  surveyor,  as  the  margin  of  difference  in  the  distance,  as  claimed  by  the 
^pcctive  parties  to  the  proceeding,  was  very  small  indeed.  Such  measurement  has  been 
"tade  and  is  before  us,  and  without  reviewing  it  and  the  other  evidence  upon  this  subject, 
*'hkh  is  voluminous,  embracing,  as  it  does,  in  part,  the  tariffs  of  the  company  and  the  basic 
upon  which  they  were  made  from  terminal  to  intermediate  points,  and  the  rule  as  to  dropping 
ach&i^e  of  less  than  two  and  onejhalf  cents  in  favor  of  the  passenger,  and  on  the  other  hand 
giving  the  company  the  advantage  of  it  when  the  charge  exceeds  two  and  one  half  cents,  so 
^  to  avoid  making  change  in  copper  cents  either. way — this  evidence  establishes  the  fact 
^t  this  charge  between  Montgomery  and  Elmore  Station  should  be  thiity-five  cents,  at 
*gent'i  rates,  and  not  forty  cents. 

I'he  petition  further  states,  in  substance,  that  the  agent's  rates  for  passenger  fares  on  the 
^1  road  from  Elmore  Station  to  Wetumpkajare  five  cents  per  mile,  and  insists  that  thev 
<^ht  to  be  only  three  cents  per  mile,  as  upon  the  niain  line,  and  this  upon  several  grounds 
which  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows  : 

1-  Because  by  its  charter  it  is  provided  that  the*company  shall  construct  its  line  of  rail 
^^  '^through  Wetumpka"  and  therefore  this  branch  road  from  Elmore  Station  to  We- 
tumpka should  be  treated  as  part  of  the  main  line  and  have  the  same  rate  of  fares. 

^'  Because  the  construction  of  this  branch  road  cost  the  company  very  little,  for  the  rea  - 
^n  that  the  State  of  Alabama  aided  in  building  it  with  convict  labor,  and  owners  of  land 
along  its  line  gave  the  company  the  right  of  way  and  timber  to  aid  in  constructing  the  rail 
^wd  free  of  charge,  and  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Elmore  and  Montgomery,  by  private  sub. 
^nption,  raised  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty -five  dollars  which  was  used  in  constructing  thiit 
l>r»nch  road. 

3.  Because  this  branch  road  is  run  in  connection  with  the  main  line,  and  is  treated  by  the 
^^nipanjr  as  being  a  part  of  it 

We  havA  considered  the  evidence  relating  to  each  of  these  grounds  as  offered  by  the  parties 
to  the  controversy,  and  have  reduced  it  to  writing  ;  and  we  express  our  views  upon  these 
^veral  grounds  in  the  order  above  stated,  and  in  the  light  of  this  evidence. 

The  charter  of  the  company  does  provide  for  constructing  its  line  of  road  "  through  We- 
tumpka ;"  and  the  company  did  not  do  this.  The  only  power  that  can  assail  the  company 
^or  this  is  the  State  of  Alabama,  by  a  proceeding  in  its  courts  ;  and  the  State  has  not  seen 
proper  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.     We,  like  all  others,  are  concluded  by  the  silence  of  the 
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State  upon  this  subject,  and  have  no  authority  to  predicate  any  action  of  ours  upon  it.    We 
have  to  take  the  actual  facts  as  they  stand. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  length  of  the  rail  road  from  Elmore  Station  to  Wc- 
tumpka  is  six  and  and  three-eights  miles,  and  that  it  was  built  in  the  following  manner: 

There  was  a'  contract  between  Williams  &  Kyle  with  the  company,  and  under  this  contract 
convict  labor  was  used  under  the  direction  of  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary  in  doing  all  the 
grading,  furnishing  all  the  cross  ties,  and  building  all  the  trestle  work  on  this  road  ;  and  in 
consideration  for  this,  the  State  was  to  have  free  transportation  for  its  convicts  and  supplies 
over  this  road  and  also  for  its  officers  when  engaged  in  its  business,  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  We  cannot  speak  more  definitely  of  this  contract  because  we  have  been  unable  to  see 
it  or  a  copy  of  it,  but  we  have  stated  its  substance  as  testified  to  by  witnesses' who  were  familiar 
with  its  contents.  Ownersjof  land  along  the  road  did  grant  the  right  of  way  and  timber  for  cross 
ties  and  trestles  free  of  charge  to  the  company.  About  $1,885  was  subscribed  by  citizens  of 
the  counties  of  Elmore  and  Montgomery,  which  was  expended  in  the  construction  of  the 
road.  The  work  done  by  the  company  consisted  in  putting  down  the  cross  ties,  erecting  the 
trestles,  furnishing  the  iron  and  laying  the  track,  building  the  depots,  and  equipping  and 
operating  the  road.  The  estimated  actual  cost  to  the  State  of  doing  this  work,  was  about 
four  thousand  dollars.  The  estimated  cost  of  constructing  and  equipping  the  road  was  about 
$24,000.00.  These  are  the  substantial  facts  in  reference  to  the  construction  and  equipment 
of  this  road.  This  branch  road  was  built  in  1877,  and  after  the  company  had  been  operat- 
ing the  main  line  about  five  years.  The  company  at  last  reluctantly  built  this  branch  road, 
against  what  seemed  to  be  its  pecuniary  interest  at  the  time,  because  of  public  demand  and 
clamor  for  it,  and  on  account  of  the  above  provision  in  its  charter.  The  State  aided,  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  in  constructing  it,  and  has  received  what  it  bargained  for.  The  own- 
ers of  the  land  along  the  line  of  road  who  gave  the  right  of  way  and  the  timber  free  of  charge, 
in  order  to  get  the  road  built,  have  got  what  they  bargained  for,  because  the  road  was  built; 
and  the  same  is  true  of  those  citizens  who  subscribed  the  $1,885.00.  They  were  each  and  all 
capable  of  doing  everything  they  did  in  constructing  this  road,  and  they  did  it. 

What  a  road  '*cost"  is  only  one  circumstance  in  arriving  at  its  "value,"  and  frequently  is 
no  fair  test  of  its  "value."  A  road  may  be  of  very  great  "value,"  and  its  "  cost"  to  its  owner- 
very  much  less  than  its  value;  and  in  this  respect  a  rail  road  constitutes  no  exception,  be- 
cause this  is  true  of  any  other  property.  In  fixing  tariffs  for  rail  road  companies,  the  6th 
section  of  the  above  statute  requires  us  to  allow  "a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of  such 
rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments.'*  It  will  be  seen  from  this  provision  of  the 
statute  that  it  is  wholly  immaterial  what  the  rail  road  or  its  appurtenances  "cost,"  their 
"value"  is  the  test  and  criterion  which  the  statute  requires  us  to  follow.  This  rail  road  and 
its  appurtenances  and  equipments  are  worth  about  $30,000  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  estimate. 
In  a  year  more  favorable  for  rail  road  traffic  than  this,  and  when  its  freight  and  passenger 
rates  were  substantially  the  same  as  now,  the  net  earning  of  this  road  were  six  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  or  a  small  fraction  over  two  percent,  per  annum  on 
the  value  or  the  property. 

The  trains  on  this  road  make  four  trips  per  day,  and  do  not  run  elsewhere  than  on  thi> 
road,  and  the  persons  who  operate  them  are  not  engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  main  road. 
This  is  in  fact  a  short  branch  road,  operated  by  separate  cars  and  a  separate  crew  from  the 
main  line.  Ajs  we  have  already  shown,  as  a  business  operation  it  is  not  a  remunerative  invest- 
ment to  its  owners.  In  view  of  these  facts,  all  of  which  were  substantially  known  to  us  at 
the  time  we  approved  its  present  rates,  we  see  no  just  cause  to  recommend  any  reduction  of 
them.  When  it  is  found  necessary  to  allow  a  passenger  rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile  on  the 
Tuskegee  Narrow  Gauge,  a  rail  road  five  miles  in  length,  operated  in  connection  with  the 
Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  between  Chehaw  station  and  Tuskegee,  and  no  complaint 
is  made  by  its  patrons  at  this  charge,  and  it  is  not  a  remunerative  investment  to  its  owners 
at  that,  and  this  charge  so  existed  before,  as  well  as  since  the  revision  of  its  rates  by  the  Com- 
mission ;  and  when  the  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick,  a  road  twenty  miles  long,  and  the  Pensa- 
cola  &  Selma,  a  road  forty-seven  miles  long,  and  the  East  Alabama,  a  road  twenty-two  miles 
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in  length,  are  each  allowed  a  passenger  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile  without  complaint  of  their 
patrons,  and  even  then  are  not  remunerative  investments  to  their  owners  in  consequence  Of 
this  charge ;  it  would  indeed  seem  an  anomaly,  in  terms,  to  place  a  little  short  branch  road 
like  the  road  from  Elmore  Station  to  Wetumpka,  six  and  three-eights  miles  in  length,  on  a 
lower  passenger  rate  than  five  cents  per  mile. 

Some  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  creation  of  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
mibsion,  and  when  under  a  statute  then  in  force,  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail  Road 
Hu  required  to  carry  passengers  at  five  cents  per  mile,  it  made  the  same  rate  for  this  branch 
road  that  it  did  for  its  main  line.  But  that  statute  was  repealed  by  the  statute  creating  the 
Rail  Road  Commission  ;  and  under  this  last  named  statute,  which  requires  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  to  look  at  the  "value  of  the  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments,"  and 
recommend  rates  for  it  accordingly,  a  new  rule  was  prescribed  by  the  Legislature,  and  under 
itihe  Rail  Road  Commission  recommended  passenger  rates  for  the  main  line  at  three  cents 
per  mile,  and  for  this  branch  road  at  five  cents  per  mile. 

We  have  been  reminded  that  the  company  keeps  the  accounts  of  this  branch  road  with 
th«^  of  the  main  line.  This  it  might  well  do,  as  it  owns  both  and  they  are  operated  in  con- 
nection with  each  other,  and  to  save  clerical  expense ;  and  even  then  it  appears  that  the 
rcrjrns  from  this  branch  road  are  very  small  indeed.  We  have  also  been  reminded  that  in 
Tuking  its  returns  to  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  for  taxes,  the  company  returns  this 
branch  road  as  "  sidings."  We  have  investigated  this,  and  we  find  it  is- done  simply  for  the 
purposes  of  a  tax  statement  of  property,  the  track  of  the  branch  road  being  valued  by  the 
coTipany  the  same  as  side  tracks,  while  the  main  line  is  of  much  greater  value. 

The  naked  fact  still  remains  as  actual,  that  this  is  a  short  branch  road  operated  in  the  man- 
ner we  have  described  ;  and  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  we  have  no  power  under  the 
-tatuteto  recommend  any  further  reduction  of  its  rates  in  the  present  condition  of  business. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of    Alabama. 
JAMES   CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commisaioncrs. 


ADJUSTMENT  OF  FREIGHT  RATES  SO   AS  TO  EQUALIZE  TIIEM,   AND 
AVOID  UNJUST  DISCRIMINATION,  AND  AT  THE  SAME  TIME 
ALLOW  A  RAIL  ROAD  "A  FAIR  AND  JUST  RETURN  ON 
THE  VALUE   OF  THE   RAIL  ROAD,   ITS   EQUIP- 
MENTS AND  APPURTENANCES." 

Im  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Cecil  Gabbett,  General  Manager  of  the  Western  Rail  Road 
of  Alabanna  and  E.  A.  Fl«wellen,  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  St  Western 
Rail  ^' ay. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  on  the  8th   day  of  September,   1881. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  : 

The  petitioners  having  adopted  the  conventional  rate  recommended  by  the  Commission 
m  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Lehman,  |Durr  &  Co.,  and  others,  now  ask  that  this  con- 
ventional rate  be  increased  from  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  per  bale  on  cotton  from  Good- 
water  to  Montgomery  to  two  dollars  per  bale,  and  at  a  corresponding  rate  according  to  dis- 
tance from  all  stations  between  Goodwater  and  Opelika  ;  and  that  the  rate  be  increased  to 
one  dollar  and  seventy -five  cents  per  bale  on  cotton  from  Goodwat<?r  to  Columbus,  and  at  a 
corresponding  rate,  graduated,  according  to  distance,  from  all  stations  between  Goodwater 
ar.d  Opelika. 

We  have  considered  th«  change  recommended,  and  have  concluded  to  give  it  o^r  appro val» 
becau5^  Mre  think,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  it  is  reasonable  and  just. 

The  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  is  a  weak  and  unremunerative  road  and  its  cotton  rates 
are  the  loAvcst  of  any  other  rail  road  in  the  State.  In  reducing  the  passenger  tariffs  of  the 
Wef-tern  Rail  Road  to  three  cents  per  mile  we  did  so  with  misgivings  as  to  whether  the  Ugh 
local  passenger  trafic  of  that  road  would  bear  such  a  reduction,  but  concluded  to  make  the 
experiment. 

In  re^nsing  the  tariifs  of  a  rail  road  company  we  have  to  look  at  its  whole  business  and  entire 
revenue.  The  statute  enjoins  it  upon  us  to  revise  these  tariffs  so  as  to  allow  the  owners  of 
each  rail  road  a  fair  and  just  return  on  "the  value  of  such  rail  road,*its  appurtenances  and 
equipments." 

Another  controlling  reason  with  us  in  allowing  this  increase  of  rates  at  the  stations  named 
f«>.  that  in  our  opinion  it  will  so  adjust  and  harmonize  these  rates  as  to  avoid  unjust  discrimi- 
nation against  Opelika. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Commission  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


COXCBSSION  OF  A   THROUGH   RATE    ON    COTTON  BY  A  RAIL  ROAD 
COMPANY  TO  A  LOCAL  POINT  COMPLAINED  OF  BY  ANOTHER 
POINT    WHOSE    THROUGH    RATES     ON    COTTON 

ARE  EQUALLY  LOW. 


A    DISCUSSION   OP  THE    DOCTRINE   OF  "  NATURAL   MARKETS." 


In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Alexander  G.  Due  &  Co.,  and  otliers  complaining  of 
Revised  Cotton  Tariffs  of  the  South  and  North  Ala.  R.  R.  Company  and  the 
Wetumpka  Branch. 

Heard  before  the  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama  on  the  20th  day  of  Septepiber,  in  the 

year  1881, 

Opinion  of  the  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama. 

This  is  a  proceeding  under  the  16th  section  of  the  act  approved  February  26th,  1881,  pro- 
riding  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  railroads  in  this  State. 

The  complaint  is  against  the  rates  on  cotton  from  Wetumpka  to  Montgomery,  as  made  by 
the  revised  tariffs  of  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  and  the  Wetumpka 
Branch  ;  and  the  complaint  is  made  by  petition.  The  petitioners  are  business  men  of 
Wetumpka. 

The  complaint  avers  that  the  rate  from  Wetumpka  to  Montgomery  on  cotton,  a  distance 
of  eighteen  miles,  is  75  cents  per  bale,  and  that  the  rate  from  Wetumpka  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
a  distance  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  miles,  is  two  dollars  per  bale,  and  in  this  consists  the 
unjust  discritiination  complained  of  in  the  petition.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  is  that  the 
Commission  will  correct  this  alleged  unjust  discrimination  by  making  equitable  rates. 

The  evidence  shows  that  this  rate  of  two  dollars  per  bale  from  Wetumpka  to  Louisville 
i^  a  through  rate  made  at  the  instance  of  business  men  of  Wetumpka  and  Louisville  by  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and  that  the  through  rate  on  a  bale  of  cotton 
from  Montgomery  to  Louisville,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles  further,  is  also  two  dollars  per 
bate  over  the  line  of  this  same  rail  road.  This  through  rate,  as  will  be  seen,  is  a  very  low  one, 
in  esch  instance  and  it  is  made  so  by  competition.  In  the  case  of  Montgomery  this  through 
rate  is  the  necessary  and  unavoidable  result  of  a  law  of  business  competition  between  con- 
tending lines  as  rigorous  as  any  that  ever  was  enacted  by  statute.  In  the  case  of  Wetumpka, 
this  through  rate  is  a  concession  made  by  the  rail  road  company  to  that  town, 
such  a&  is  not  usual  for  a  /rail  road  company  to  make  to  a  local  business  point  on  its 
line  like  Wetnmpka ;  but  it  is  a  concession  well  calculated  to  give  the  business 
men  of  Wetumpka  and  of  that  section  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  choice  of  an  excellent 
cotton  market  at  very  cheap  rates  of  transportation,  and  being  a  concession  of  this  descrip- 
tion in  the  matter  of  a  through  rate  outside  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for  more 
than  one 'half  the  distance  across  territory  over  which  the  Commission  has  no  jurisdiction 
whatever,  is  not  a  just  basis  upon  which  to  institute  a  comparison  with  a  haul  of  eighteen 
miles  from  one  terminal  point  to  another  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Every  element  that 
would  afibrd  any  ground  for  a  just  comparison  between  the  two  rates  is  wanting.  The  one, 
as  we  have  seen,  is  a  through  rate  for  a  long  haul  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  miles  and  is  a 
concession  made  by  the  rail  road  company  to  Wetumpka  ;  the  other  is    a    short   haul  of 
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eighteen  miles  between  terminal  points  upon  local  rates,  revised  and  recommended  by  a 
board  of  State  officers  of  Alabama  and  adopted  by  the  rail  road  company,  and  from  a 
branch  road  operated  separately  from  the  main  line. 

The  evidence,  upon  the  hearing,  gave  a  very  full  and  clear  account  in  detail  as  to  how 
these  through  rates  are  made  by  the  action  of  competitive  lines  to  the  seaboard  and  then  by 
ocean  transportation  to  Eastern  markets  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  rail  to  New  England 
mills  and  the  ports  of  New  York  and  Boston  on  the  other  hand.  This  was  shown  by  the 
sworn  testimony  of  Theo.  Welch,  Esq.,  and  it  is  fully  in  accord  with  what  this  Commission 
already  knew  frofai  repeated  examinations  of  the  subject  in  the  rates  of  these  respective 
lines.     These  through  rates  are  very  low. 

Another  and  very  different  feature  of  this  petition  insisted  on  is,  that  the  cotton  rate  from 
Wetumpka  to  Montgomery  is  too  high,  and  that  we  ought  to  reduce  it ;  that  it  operates  as 
an  unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  Louisville  against  Montgomery. 

We  considered  the  cotton  tariffs  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  and 
the  Wetumpka  branch  very  fully  and  carefully  when  revising  these  tariffs  heretofore  ;  but 
in  obedience  to  the  statute  and  upon  the  case  made  by  the  petition  we  will  consider  them 
again. 

The  cotton  tariff  from  Wetumpka  to  Montgomery  is  fifteen  cents  per  hundred  pounds, 
exactly  what  it  would  be  if  it  was  from  a  regular  station  on  the  South  and  Nort  Alabama 
Rail  Road  of  like  distance.  It  is  made  on  a  mileage  basis  ;  the  same  basis  that  every  other 
tariff  on  rail  roads  in  the  State  is  made.  The  Commission  had  to  adopt  some  basis  appli- 
cable alike  to  every  rail  road,  and  it  adopted  the  mileage  basis. 

These  tariffs  relate  purely  to  matters  of  practical  business,  and  the  Commission  has  dealt 
with  them  in  this  way.  The  statute  requires  the  Commission  to  revise  the  tariffs  of  each  of 
these  companies  separately  evidently  contemplating  that  a  tariff  which  would  be  proper  in 
the  case  of  one  rail  road  would  not  necessarily  be  so  in  the  case  of  another,  and  clothing  the 
Commission  with  a  discretion  to  revise  them  accordingly.  Pursuing  the  course  pointed 
out  by  the  statute  the  Commission  revised  the  tariffs  of  each  rail  road  separately.  The 
Commission  made  no  standard  rates  as  applicable  alike  to  all  the  rail  roads.  The  statute  in 
express  terms  provides  that  in  revising  these  tariffs  the  tariff  of  each  rail  road  shall  be  so 
revised  that  the  net  earnings  of  the  rail  road  shall  amount  to  a  fair  and  just  return  upon  tlie 
value  of  the  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments,  and  such  a  provision  is  just  and 
fair,  and  it  is  one  of  which  the  public  has  no  right  to  complain.  f 

There  are  twenty -one  rail  roads  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Each  rail  road  is  different 
from  every  other  rail  road  in  its  traffic,  the  character  of  country  it  traverses,  and  in  every 
essential  respect.  It  is  no  exaggeiation  of  terms  to  say  that  there  is  about  the  same  differ- 
ences in  their  financial  condition,  length  of  road  bed,  property  invested  and  business  that 
there  would  be  between  twenty-one  individuals  selected  from  the  community,  taking  seven 
or  eight  stout,  healthy  men,  in  successful  business,  four  or  five  that  were  less  vigorous  in 
health  and  less  successful  in  business,  three  or  four  confirmed  invalids  from  the  poor  house, 
and  three  or  four  boys  just  commencing  business  on  a  small  capital. 

Standard  rates  applied  to  these  twenty-one  rail  roads  would  come  just  about  as  near  filling 
them  justly  and  suiting  them  properly  as  the  same  coat  would  properly  fit  the  twenty-one 
boys  and  men  selected  in  the  manner  we  have  indicated.  And  the  Legislature  seeing  this 
wisely  directed  the  Commission  to  revise  the  tariffs  of  each  rail  road  separately  and  let  each 
rail  road  have  its  own  co^t,  leaving  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  make  recommendations  as 
to  the  size  of  each  pocket  No  practical  experience  was  needed  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom 
of  the  Legislature  in  this  particular. 

In  revising  the  tariffs  of  each  of  these  rail  roads  the  Commission  acted  upon  the  general 
idea  that  the  public  would  be  much  more  benefited  by  cheap  travel  than  by  a  corresponding 
reduction  in  freights,  and  that  it  would  enure  to  the  development  of  trade  and  business  in 
this  State  and  greatly  benefit  the  rail  roads  themselves.  Hence  there  was  a  large  reduction 
of  passenger  fares  over  nearly  all  the  fail  roads  of  the  State  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sion^ aad  the  rail  roads  themselves,  repc^izing  in  this  the  uniform  and  impartial  action  of  a 
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board  of  State  officers,  who  had  no  ownership  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  of  these  rail 
roads  or  of  their  stock  or  bonds,  excepted  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission  and 
entered  upon  what  all  must  confess  is  an  experiment.  Some  reductions  on  different  articles 
were  recommended,  but  it  is  needless  to  say  that  in  the  revision  of  each  tariff  the  Commis^ 
Mon  looked  at  the  whole  bnsiness  of  the  rail  road,  its  gross  and  net  receipts,  the  value  of  its 
rail  road  appurtenances  and  equipments,  and  while  recommending  changes  and  reductions, 
the  commission  endeavored  to  keep  in  mind  the  injunction  of  the  statute  that  upon  the  value 
of  its  rail  road  appurtenances  and  equipments  the  owners  of  the  rail  roads  were  entitled  to 
a  fair  and  just  return.  The  Commission  was  also  obliged  to  consider  and  did  consider  the 
peculiar  business  and  trafic  of  each  rail  road. 

In  revising  their  tariffs,  these  views  were  applied  to  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail 
Road  Company  and  th«  Wetumpka  branch. 

The  passenger  rates  of  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  were  largely 
reduced,  as  were  also  its  rates  on  coal,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  traveled  roads  in  the  State 
and  transports  a  great  deal  more  coal  than  any  other  rail  road  in  the  State  ;  but  it  trans- 
ports much  less  cotton  than  several  other  roads  in  the  State.  Hence  in  view  of  these  con- 
siderations and  others  that  might  be  named,  the  cotton  rate  on  the  South  and  North  Alabama 
Rail  Road  was  fixed  atfifleen  cents  per  hundred  pounds,  while  the  cotton  rate  on  the  Westcra 
Rail  Road,  the  Montgomery  and  Eufaula,  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery,  is  from  two  to  three 
cents  less  per  hundred  pounds  for  like  distances.  This  difference  is  slight  and  compared  to 
the  reduction  on  coal  and  in  passenger  fares  is  trivial. 

As  to  establishing  equitable  rates,  as  they  are  called,  the  Commission  feels  that  what  would 
be  supposed  to  be  equitable  by  one  man  or  another  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  is  too  intangible 
and  airy  to  furnish  anything  like  a  safe  or  satisfactory  basis  in  dealing  with  practical  busi  - 
n«.«  matters  of  this  description. 

Our  view  on  this  whole  matter  is  that  we  see  no  occasion  to  change  the  present  revised 
cotton  tariffs  of* the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  and  the  Wetumpka 
branch.  We  think  they  are  equitable.  They  are  maximum  local  rates  ;  the  company  can 
charge  less  than  they  prescribe  if  it  sees  proper,  provided  it  does  not  cfiscriminate.  These 
rates  in  our  opinion  do  not  discriminate  unjustly  against  Wetumpka. 

It  was  insisted  before  us  that  Montgomery  is  the  natural  market  for  Wetumpka,  and  thai 
no  rates  ought  to  interfere  with  the  natural  rights  of  Montgomery  in  this  particular.  We 
oan  be  influenced  by  no  such  sentimental  considerations.  This  is  strictly  a  matter  of  busi- 
ne$5.  It  may  be  true  and  doubtless  is,  that  in  times  past  Montgomery  has  been  the  chief 
market  for  Wetumpka,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  .rail  roads  develop  and  extend  commerce 
^  bnng  distant  markets  into  immediate  competition  with  what  are  called  natural  or  home 
markets,  or  to  more  correctly  describe  them,  river  and  dirt  road  markets. 

Ail  this  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  producer,  and  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the  State  in 
electing  the  legislation  we  are  called  on  to  administer  to  disturb  it  so  long  as  there  is  no 
uoJDst  discrimination. 

In  enacting  this  legislation,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  State  that  partial  and  peculiar 
rates  should  be  made  to  the  detriment  of  the  producer  and  the  general  public  for  the  benefit 
of  any  particular  town  or  locality. 

One  chief  purpose  of  all  this  legislation  is  to  prevent  partial  and  peculiar  rates  for  any 
individual  or  locality  which  discriminate  against  other  individuals  or  localities  to  the  detri- 
<nent  of  the  public. 

What  the  public  are  entitled  to  are  cheap  rates  to  the  best  markets,  and  to  the  public  it  is 
1  matter  of  small  consequence  whether  such  best  markets  be  one  place  or  another. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


COMPLAINT     AGAINST     THROUGH     FREIGHT     RATES.— COMPLAINT 

AGAINST  LOCAL  FREIGHT  RATES. 


A  DISCUSSION    OP    THE     RULES     AND     PRINCIPLES     GOVERNING    THE    TRANSPORTATION 

OF   FREIGHT   BY   RAIL  ROADS. 


In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  John  Farley  and  others  against  the  revised  cotton  tariffs  of 
the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  and  the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  on  the  2Ist  day  of  September,  1881 . 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

The  complaint  in  this  proceeding  avers  in  substance  that  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Ala- 
bama and  the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway  are  each  companies  which  constitute  parts 
of  the  same  sytem;  that  they  are  owned  by  rail  road  companies  and  citizens  of  Georgia,  and 
arc  used  as  feeders  for  and  controlled  in  the  interest  of  these  Georgia  Rail  Road  Companies; 
tliat  there  is  no  competition  whatever  between  the  said  rail  road  companies;  that  by  a 
revised  conventional  rate  established  between  said  companies  as  to  cotton  shipped  from 
^iationj)  between  Opclika  and  Good  water  there  is  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  cities  of 
Columbus,  Georgia,  and  Montgomery,  Alabama,  against  Opelika;  and  the  complaint  speci- 
fier various  items  of  the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway,  and  of  the  conventional  cotton 
tariffs  of  these  two  rail  roads,  wherein  this  unjust  discrimination  is  alleged  to  exist. 

The  complaint  further  specifies  the  through  rates  from  Opelika  to  Savannah  in  connec- 
"On  with  these  local  rates  and  compares  them  with  the  through  rates  from  Columbus  to 
Savannah  on  cotton  in  connection  with  local  rates  on  cotton  to  Columbus  over  the  line  of 
the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  unjust  discriminations 
a^inst  Opelika.  The  complaint  avers  that  these  discriminations  are  in  a  high  degree  inju- 
rious to  the  property  and  business  of  Opelika. 

Several  witnesses  were  examined  in  support  of  the  petition,  and  several  others  were 
examined  in  opposition  to  it,  and  the  depositions  of  all  these  were  taken*  by  the  Commis- 
niission.    The  several  tariffs  in  question  are  also  in  evidence. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Commissibn  has  proceeded  in  revising  the  local  tariffs  of  each  of 
^■fi  several  rail  roads  of  this  State,  and  the  considerations  by  which  the  Commission  was 
governed  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  are  set  forth  and  stated  at  some  length  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Commission  upon  the  petition  of  Alexander  G.  Due  and  others,  of 
\Vetumpka,and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  hers. 

The  Commission  revised  separately,  which  was  the  only  way  it  could  perform  that  duty 
under  the  statute,  the  local  freight  tariffs  of  each  of  these  companies.  The  local  freight  tariff  of 
the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  on  cotton  is  lower  than  that  of  any  other  rail  road  in  the 
State,  although  at  present  this  is  a  weak  and  unremunerative  road,  but  these  rates  were 
niade  thus  with  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the  owner*  of  that  road,  acting  through 
^eir  general  mangers,  from  a  desire  on  their  part  to  attract  tliis  branch  of  business  to  the 
line  of  their  road  and  to  prevent  it  from  seeking  other  channels  of  transportation. 

The  cotton  tariff  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  is  also  a  moderately  low  tariff, 
^t  it  was  placed  upon  the  basis  it  is  on  account  of  the  small  local  passenger  traffic  of  their 
road,  and  the  doubt  which  the  Commission  entertained  of  the  road  being  able  to  bear  the 
reduced  passenger  rates  of  three  cents  per  mile. 

The  cotton  tariffs  of  each  of  these  roads  were  graduated  on  the  mileage  basis  upon  the 
<^ame  principle  of  the  other  rail  roads  of  the  State,  viz  :  as  the  distance  increased,  the  price 
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of  the  freight  also  increased,  but  the  longer  the  haul  the  less  there  was  of  the  increase  in 
the  price  of  the  freights  in  proportion  to  the  distance  traveled,  for  obvious  reasons;  because 
a  very  considerable  proportion  of  the  expense  and  delay  in  the  transportation  of  freights  on 
rail  road  cars  is  due  to  loading  and  unloading  cars  at  points  of  shipment  and  delivery  of 
freights  and  the  hauling  of  empty  cars  and  the  fact  that  empty  cars  on  short  hauls  must  be 
left  unemployed  for  considerable  periods  of  time  at  way  stations. 

This  expense  is  much  the  same  on  a  short  as  on  a  long  haul,  but  still  there  are  sonu- 
additional  expenses  and  labor  performed  that  have  to  be  taken  into  considenition  in  a  longer 
haul.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  fractional  termination  of  a  long  haul,  although  this  frac- 
tional termination  be  in  itself  a  considerable  distance,  is  attended  by  much  Iftss  expense  to  a 
rail  road  in  proportion  than  if  the  cars  have  to  stop  and  gather  up  the  freights  from  other 
way  side  shipping  points  and  carry  it  the  distance  of  such  fractional  termination;  and 
besides,  when  the  cars  are  once  loaded  and  running,  they  are  earning  revenue  with  even- 
motion,  all  of  which  ceases  the  moment  they  become  empty  or  are  switched  off  on  a  side 
track  at  a  way  station.  These  considerations  rest  at  the  vcy  foundation  of  transporting; 
freight  on  rail  roads,  and  must  enter  into  the  making  of  any  just  freight  tariff  for  a  rail  road . 
For  no  matter  how  superior  and  economical  the  management  of  a  rail  road  may  be,  the 
steady  expense  of  hauling  empty  cais,  and  of  having  empty  cars  unemployed  and  scattered 
along  its  line  at  way  stations  and  the  terminal  expense  of  loading  and  unloading  freight* 
cannot  be  done  away  with. 

These  principles  were  practically  applied  in  the  revision  of  the  tariffs  of  each  of  thej^e 
rail  road  companies  just  as  they  were  in  the  case  of  the  tariffs  of  each  of  the  other  rail  road 
companies  of  the  State.  In  revising  their  local  tariffs,  that  was  all  the  Commission  could 
do,  and  it  was  done  on  a  mileage  basis.  According  to  these  tariffs,  the  local  rate  on  a  bal« 
of  cotton  from  Opelika  to  Montgomery  or  from  Montgomery  to  Opelika,  on  the  Western 
Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  a  distance  of  sixty-sixty  miles,  was  fixed  at  on«  dollar  and  a  quarter- 
while  the  local  rate  on  a  bale  of  cotton  from  Goodwater  to  Columbus,  on  the  line  of  the 
Colnmbus  &  Western  Railway,  a  distance  of  eighty-nine  miles,  was  fixed  at  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents. 

Afterwards  a  complaint  was  made  to  the  Commission  by  Lehman,  Durr  &  Co.,  and  other 
business  men  of  Montgomery,  alleging  in  substance  that  during  the  last  season  and  prior  tu 
that  time,  that  the  business  men  of  Montgomery  had  invested  large  sums  of  money  in 
advancing  to  planters  of  cotton  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  along  the  line  of  tht- 
Columbus  and  Western  Railway,  and  that  the  portion  of  this  road  then  known  ap  the 
Savannah  and  Memphis,  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater,  and  the  Western  Rail  Road  ot 
Alabama,  had  given  them  conventional  rates  on  cotton  to  Montgomery,  amounting  to  the 
same  as  the  freights  charged  on  cotton  from  the  same  territory  to  Columbus;  that  said  roadi 
are  owned  by  the  same  rail  road  corporations  and  citipens  of  Georgia,  and  controlled  for  the 
same  purposes  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  averred  in  the  present  pro- 
ceedings; that  being  governed  by  such  influences,  these  roads  now  insisted 
on  charging  ^iieir  combined  local  rates  on  this  cotton  if  it  was  shipped  to 
Montgomery  from  stations  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  ;  that  the  petitioners 
in  that  proceeding,  and  other  business  men  of  Montgomery,  had  .made  large 
advances  on  cotton  in  the  section  of  country  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  during  the 
present  season,  to  be  delivered  at  Montgomery,  and  that  for  these  roads  to  charge  them  a 
a  combined  local  rate  on  this  cotton  amounted  to  unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  Colum- 
bus against  Montgomery;  in  this,  that  the  distance  to  Columbus  was  eighty-nine  miles,  and 
the  rate  from  Goodwater  to  Columbus  was  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bale,  and  the  dis- 
tance from  Goodwater  to  Montgomery  was  one  hundred  and  twenty -six  miles,  and  the 
combined  local  rate  was  two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  bale.  The  facts  in  that 
petition  were  not  denied  by  the  two  companies.  The  Commission  decided  that  it  was  a 
case  of  unjust  discriminations,  and  recommended  that  it  be  corrected  by  a  conventional  rate 
of  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  per  bale  on  cotton  from  Goodwater  to  Montgomery,  graduated 
at  a  proportionally  less  rate  according  to  distance  from  the  stations  named  between  Opelika 
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and  Goodwater,  leaving  the  local  rates  on  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  to  Opelika  and 
Columbus  just  as  they  w«re  before.  Then  an  application  was  made  as  part  of  that  pro- 
ceeding Cecil  Gabbett,  General  Manager  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  and  £• 
A.  Flewellen,  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway,  to  have  the  con- 
ventional rate  from  Goodwater  to  Montgomery  on  a  bale  of  cotton  increased  to  two 
dollars,  and  from  the  station  between  Goodwater  and  Opelika  at  that  rate,  according  to 
dist&nce;  and  from  Goodwater  to  Columbus  to  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per  bale  on 
cotton,  and  from  stations  between  Goodwater  and  Opelika  the  same  rate,  according  to  distance 
to  Columbus.  The  Commission  considered  the  application,  and  being  satisfied  that  it  was  one 
vrhich  ought  to  be  approved,  upon  ail  the  facts,  did  so.  A  controlling  consideration  with 
the  Commission  in  allowing  that  increase  of  rate  as  stated .  at  the  time,  was  that  it  would 
equalize  rates  and  prevent  unjust  discrimination  against  Opelika. 

The  complaint  now  is  that  these  rates,  thus  made  in  connection  with  the  through  rates  from 
the  three  cities  of  Opelika,  Columbus  and  Montgomery  to  Eastern  cotton  markets,  operate  so 
u  to  efifect  unjust  discrimination  against  Opelika.  The  Commission  has  no  power  to  con- 
trol through  rates  outside  the  State  of  Alabama.  These  through  rates  are  made  by  the 
competition  of  contending  lines,  and  are  always  lower  than  any  local  rates  on  short  hauls 
can  possibly  be.  At  a  point,  for  instance,  like  Montgomery  where,  as  the  evidence  shows, 
this  competition  exists  in  an  intense  form,  the  through  rates  to  Eastern  markets  on  cotton 
are  always  on  the  very  lowest  basis.  It  is  a  competition  not  of  mere  local  roads,  but  it  is 
the  competition  of  long  connecting  lines  and  combination  of  lines  limited,  not  to  one  State, 
but  traversing  a  number  of  States  with  connecting  steamship  lines  on  the  ocean,  and  the 
competition  of  the  best  cotton  markets  in  the  world. 

Thus  it  was  that  when  the  Commission  made  the  revision  of  the  tariffs  of  these  two  com- 
panies last  July  and  August,  the  through  rate  on  cotton  from  Montgomery  and  Columbus 
vas  fifteen  cents  per  hundred  pounds  lower  to  Eastern  markets  than  from  Opelika. 

According  to  this  the  rates  on  cotton  from  Montgomery,  Columbus  and  Opelika  have 
been  adjusted  and  we  find  them  as  follows  :  viz— 

From  Mon^omery  and  Columbus  to  Savannah  45c  per  100. 
From  Montgomery  and  Columbus  to  New  York  75c.  per  100. 
•  From  Opelika  to  Savannah  60c.  per  100. 
From  Opelika  to  New  York  90c,  per  100. 

The  above  figures  show  that  in  this  adjustment  of  rates  Opelika  is  15  cents  per  100  pounds 
or  75  cents  per  bale  higher  than  either  Montgomery  or  Columbus. 

The  Commission  on  the  adjustment  of  the  conventional  rates  against  which  petitioners 
^^plain,  considered  these  facts  and  made  such  recommendations  as  it  is  believed  did  not 
tad  woukl  not  discriminate  against  Opelika,  as  the  following  will  show.  The  rates  are  as 
feflows,  viz  : 

To  • 
Montgomery. 

k;.S^"*":::::. :::::::::::::::::(      »'••«> 

ffom  Alexander  City 1.00 

Jackson  Gap ) 

Sturdevant [  1.90  1.65  1.00 

HanncsCut ) 

Camp  Hill ) 

Slaughter's I  1.50  1.26  .85 

I>adeville ) 


To 

To 

Columbus. 

Opelika. 

$1.76 

$1.25 

1.75 

1.15 
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Difference  in  favor  of  Opelika  :  Montgomery  Columbus 

From  Goodwater )  ^5  ^ 

Kellyton ) 

From  Alexander  City '  .85  .60 

Jackson  Gap ) 

Sturdevant >-  .90  .65 

Hannee  Cut 1 

Camp  Hill ) 

Slaughter's V  .65  .40 

Dadeville I 

The  above  rates  applied  to  cotton  from  the  several  stations  on  the  line  of  the  Columbus  & 
Western  Rail  Road  to   Savannah  and  New   York  via  Montgomery  and  Columbus  and 
Opelika  respectively  give  the  following  result,  viz  : 
From  Goodwater  and  Kellyton  via  Opelika — 

To  Savannah.  To  Ney  York. 

1.25-3.00—4.26  and  1.35-4.50—5.75. 
Via  Montgomery — 

2.00-2-25-4.25  and  2.00-3.75—5.75. 
Via  Columbus — 

1.75-2.25—4.00  and  1.75-8.75—5.50. 
From  Hannes*  Cut,  Jackson's  Gap,  Sturdevant  via  Opelika — 

1.00-3.00—4.00  and  1.00-4.50—5.50. 
Via  Montgomery — 

1.90-2.25—4.15  and  1.90-3.75—5.65. 
Via  Columbus-r- 

1.65-2.25—3.90  and  1.65-3.75—5.40. 
From  Camp  Hill,  Slaughter's,  Dadeville  via  Opelika — 

.85-3.00—3.85  and    .8^^.50—5.35. 
Via  Montgomery — 

1.50-2.2^-3.75  and  1.50-3.75—5.25. 
Via  Columbus — 

1.25-2.25—3.50  and  1.25-3.75—5.00.  ,  • 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Montgomery  must  pay  the  same  or  higher  rates  than 
Opelika  does  on  all  cotton  from  the  line  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  to  Savannah 
and  New  York,  except  from  those  stations  near  Opelika,  viz  :  Camp  Hill,  Slaughter's  and 
Dadeville,*where  the  difference  amounts  to  only  ten  cents  per  bale  in  favor  of  Montgomery, 
which  slight  difference  can  hardly  result  in  a  loss  to  Opelika.  The  advantages  of  Columbus 
over  Opelika  to  these  distant  eastern  markets  run  from  ten  to  thirty-five  cents  per  bale,  the 
latter  and  larger  difference  being  on  cotton  from  stations  near  Opelika,  viz  :  Camp  Hill, 
Slaughter's  and  Dadeville. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  Columbus  and  Montgomery  have  this  small  advantage  over 
Opelika  on  a  combination  of  local  ai}d  through  rates  to  Savannah  and  New  York,  yet,  on 
local  rates  as  made  by  the  Commission,  Opelika  has  an  advantage  over  Columbus  and  Mont- 
gomery of  from  forty  to  ninety  cents  per  bale  on  cotton. 

The  same  course  of  reasoning  and  figures  will  show  that  the  difference  stated  will  apply 
to  cotton  shipped  to  all  northern  and  eastern  points.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  following 
differences  in  the  charges  and  commissions  for  handling  cotton  at  Opelika,  Montgomery  and 
Colnmbus  exist,  viz  : 

At  Opelika — Drayage,    15  cents  per  bal«. 
Storage,      25      "        '*      " 
Comm'n,     25      "        "      " 

Total 60  cents  per  bale. 
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At  Montgomery  and  Columbus — Drayage,    15  cents  per  bale. 

Storage,     50     "       "      " 
Comm'n,     70      **       •*      "  . 

Total $1.35  ctR.   per  bale. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  charges  for  handling  cotton  at  Opelika  are  less  than  at  either 
Montgomery  or  Columbus,  by  seventy-five  cents  per  bale,  which  is  in  favor  of  the  produce  and 
the  Opelika  market  and  overcomes  the  slight  difference  in  tlirough  rates  heretofore  mentioned 
in  favor  of  Montgomery  and  Columbus  over  Opelika  and  leaves  the  entire  difference  of  local 
rates  in  favor  of  Opelika. 

Since  the  1st  of  September,  1881,  the  evidence  shows  that  the  through  rate  on  cotton  from 
Montgomery  to  Eastern  markets  has  been  still  further  reduced  five  cents  per  hundred  pounds 
and  that  this  was  compelled  by  the  result  of  direct  competition  between  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  Rail  Road  system  on  the  one  hand  and  the  system  of  the  Georgia  rail  roads  on 
the  other  hand. 

A  like  change  has  been  made  it  appears  on  the  through  rate  from  Columbus  to  Eastern 
niarkets,  although  the  evidence  shows  that  there  is  no  such  competition  at  Columbus  as  there 
at  Montgomery  ;  and  this  seems  to  be  a  concession  made  to  Columbus  by  the  Georgia  rai  [ 
HKui  system,  and  is  a  matter  over  which  we  have  no  control  or  jurisdiction. 

This  last  change  on  the  through  rate  on  cotton  to  Eastern  ports  gives  Montgomery  and 
Columbus  an  additional  advantage  over  Opelika  of  five  cents  per  hundred  pounds  or  twen- 
tT-five  cents  per  bale  on  through  shipments  of  cotton  to  Eastern  ports.  The  city  of  Ope- 
'ka  ha>  a  through  rate  on  cotton  to  Eastern  ports  the  same  as  Montgomery  and  Columbus, 
eicfpt  that  in  the  case  of  Opelika  there  is  added  to  this  through  rate  of  Montgomery  and 
Columbus  the  local  charge  of  hauling  it  from  Opelika  to  the  Georgia  line  over  the  Western 
Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  or  if  it  goes  from  Opelika  by  way  of  Columbus,  then  the  local  charge 
ot  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  of  hauling  it  from  Opelika  to  Columbus.  How  can 
*e  remedy  this  ?  Shall  we  say  that  the  Western  Rail  Road  or  the  Columbus  &  Western 
Railway,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  haul  this  cotton  from  Opelika  to  the  Georgia  line  free  of 
'•"^rge,  in  order  that  Opelika  may  be  put  upon  the  same  basis  with  Montgomery  and  Colum- 
bus as  to  through  rates  on  cotton  ?  It  is  needless  to  say  the  Commission  has  no  power  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  'A  concession  of  a  through  rate  to  a  local  point  by  a  long  extended  line  of  rail 
'Odd  and  steamship  lines  when  not  forced  to  do  so  by  the  competition  of  contending  lines  is  one 
thing;  and  for  a  rail  road  commission  of  a  State  to  attempt  to  force  such  a  concession  is  another 
ind  very  different  thing.  The  relief  which  Opelika  must  receive  in  this  matter,  if  any,  must 
^  in  the  shape  of  a  concession  on  through  rates  from  the  Georgia  railway  system  and  its 
connecting  steamship  lines.  If  a  point  like  Wetumpka  can  receive  such  a  concession  from 
'Jie  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  it  would  seem  that  a  point  like  Opelika 
rhrough  its  business  men  might  well  apply  for  a  like  concession  to  the  Georgia  Railway  sys- 
'^^-  The  evidence  shows  that  the  guage  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  and  the  Wes- 
*c:n  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  are  exactly  the  same,  so  that,  on  cotton  shipped  to  Montgomery 
Jrom  stations  between  Qpelka  and  Goodwater,  there  is  no  change  of  cars  at  Opelika  at  all, 
Q"t  it  comes  on  through  to  Montgomery.  On  cotton  thus  shipped  the  haul  from  Opelika  to 
Montgomery  is  but  the  fractional  termination  of  a  long  haul  done  by  a  connecting  line  and 
part  of  the  same  system.  It  is  the  common  custom  of  even  competing  lines  to  make  a  con- 
•  actional  rate  under  such  circumstances,  which  is  always  greatly  less  than  their  combined 
'Xal  rates  ;  and  such  rate  is  in  the  nature  of  a  through  rate,  and  governed  by  rules  essen- 
tially different  from  the  mere  local  rates  of  each  of  the  connecting  lines. 

^'ow,  nothing  could  be  more  plain,  from  the  evidence,  than  that  Columbus  and  Montgom- 
ery are  each  competing  markets  with  Opelika  for  cotton  at  stations  between  Opelika  and 
Goodwater,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  adjusting  the  rates  between  them  so  as  to  avoid  unjust 
discrimination  which,  as  we  have  shown,  has  been  done  a.ccording  to  the  principles  govern- 
/ng  the  transportation  service  of  freights  on  rail  roads. 
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Upon  this,  one  claim  made  hy  petitioners,  is  that  the  local  rates  on  cotton  between 
Opelika  and  Mongomer/  should  be  reduced  in  proportion  to  the  conventional  rate  on  cotton 
shipped  from  stations  between  Oplika  and  Gvoodwatsr  over  the  Columbus  &  Western  Rail- 
way, and  then  over  the  Western  Rail  Road  to  Montgomery.  It  results  from  what  we  have 
stated,  that  the  two  propositions  stand  upon  essentially  different  grounds,  and  have  nothing 
ixx  common  to  support  them.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Montgomery  and  Columbus  are 
competing  markets  for  cotton  shipped  from  Opelika. 

Another  argument  made  before  us  is  that  Opelika  is  the  natural  cotton  market  of  the  coun- 
try between  Opelika  and  Goodwater,  and  that  no  rate  ought  to  be  made  which  will  interfere 
with  thi&  advantage  at  Opelika. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Alexander  G.  Due  &  Co.,  and  others,  we  recently  had  oca- 
sicifi  to  consider  the  same  arguments,  and  we  then  said  :  "It  was  insisted  before  us  that  Mont- 
goaieryis  the  natural  market  for  Wetumpka,  and  that  no  rates  ought  to  interfere  with  the 
natural  rights  of  Montgomery  in  this  particular.  We  can  be  influenced  by  no  such  Renti- 
raiental  considerations.  This  is  strictly  a  matter  of  business.  It  may  be  true,  and  doubtle»i 
B5,  that  in  times  past  Montgomery  has  been  the  chief  market  for  Wetumpka  ;  "but  it  is  equallj 
(?ue  that  rail  roads  develop  and  extend  commerce,  and  bring  distant  markets  into  immediate 
competition  with  what  are  called  natural  or  home  markets,  or  to  more  correctly  descri^ 
them,  river  and  dirt  road  markets .  AH  this  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  producers,  and  it  was 
never  the  intention  of  the  State,  in  enacting  the  legislation  which  we  are  called  on  to  admin- 
ister, to  disturb  it  so  long  as  there  is  no  unjust  discrimination.  In  enacting  this  legislation  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  State  that  partial  and  peculiar  rates  should  be  made  to  the  det- 
riment of  the  producer  and  the  general  public  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  town  or  local- 
ity." 

The  statute  under  which  we  are  acting  enjoins  upon  the  Commissioners  in  revising  rail  road 
laRfis  to  allow  what  will  be  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  '*  of  such  rail  road,  its  appur- 
latices  and  equipments."  As  we  have  already  stated,  the  tariffs  of  each  of  these  companies 
have  been  largely  reduced,  and  we  do  not  see  how  we  we  can  with  justice  reduce  them  fur- 
ther in  the  inauguration  of  what  all  must  confess  is  an  experiment. 

We  have  carefully  considered  this  petition  and  the  evidence  and  the  tariffs  of  these  two 
companies,  and  the  result  is  that  we  are  unable  to  see  any  unjust  discrimination  against  Ope- 
Uka.  In  passing  upon  the  petition  we  have  necessarily  been  compelled  to  consider  these  loca} 
tariffs,  the  conventional  cotton  rates  named  and  the  through  rates,  and  this  has  made  our 
opinion  unavoidably  lengthy  in  its  references  to  details. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL. 
Associate  Commissioners. 


CHARGING  COMBINED  LOCAL  FREIGHT  RATES  BY  TWO  RAIL  ROADS 
WHERE  THERE  IS  NO  UNJUST  DISCRIMINATION. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Kennon  Bros.  &  Co^  and  others  against  the  revised  freight 

tariffs  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  on  the  31st  daj  of  September,  1881. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

The  petition  in  this  proceeding  complains  of  the  revised  freight  tariff  of  the  Columbus  Sl 

Western  Railway  as  to  rates  on  bagging  and  tie»,  bacon  and  bulk  meats,  hams,  flour,- grain 

and  hay.    The  petitioners  are  merchants  at   Salem  on  the  line  of  this  railway  between 

Opellka  and  Columbus,  distant  about  ten  miles  from  Opelika,  and  about  nineteen  miles  from 

Columbus.     While  the  Columbus  branch  was  being  operated  as  a  part  of  the  Western  Rail 

Road  of  Alabama  they  had  no  cause  of  complaint,  because   then  they  had  the  advantage  of 

the  long  haul  over  that  road  from  Montgomery.    Their  trouble  has  commenced  since  the 

Cohimbus  branch  from  Opelika  to  Columbus  has  been  operated  as  part  of  the  Columbus  & 

Wettem  Railway,  that  is  to  say  since  the  first  day  of  September,  1881 ;  and  it   arises  from 

thii  fact  that  they  have  to  pay  the  high  rates  necessarily  resulting  from  the  short  haul  of 

ten  miles  from  Opelika  to  Salem  on  local  freight  and  local  rates  from  Montgomery.    The 

local  freight  on  this  short  haul  of  ten  miles  is  unavoidably  high.      Such  is  the  rule  in  erery 

nch  case  under  the  principles  governing  the  making  of  every  freight  tariff  for  a  rail  road 

cQRiiNuy.     We  have  followed  it  in  revising  the  freight  tariffs  of  every  rail  road  in  the 

State.    To  reverse  it  in  the  case  of  Salem, 'would  be  either  to  discriminate  in  favor  of  that 

ftation  against  every  other  station  on  the  line  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  which 

we  are  forbidden  to  do  by  the  statute ;  or  on  the  other  hand  to  so  reduce  the  freights  on  this 

railway  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  its  owners  to  pay  the  interest  on  what  it  cost 

tl^em  and  its  operating  expenses,  which  is  equally  forbidden  by  the  statute,  because  the 

statute  expressly  enjoins  upon  the  Commissioners  to  so  revise  the  tariffs  of  each  company 

that  the  owners  of  the  rail  road  shall  have  **  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of  such  rail 

road,  its  apurtenances  and  equipments,"  and  this  is  a  requirement  of  the  law  which  is  in  itself 

■0  plainly  just  that  no  right  minded  man  can  for  one  moment  complain  of  it. 

Now  in  view  of  these  considerations  we  cannot  shut  our  ^yes  to  the  fact  that  the  Columbus 

k  Western  Railway  is  at  present  not  a  remunerative  investment  to  its  owners.      We  know 

tbat  its  business  and  its  receipts  are  light.     We  know  that  the  portion  of  it  between  Opelika 

ifld  Goodwater  is  sadly  in  want  of  repair,  and  that  its  owners  must  make  a  large  outlay  in 

order  to  put  this*portion  of  their  road  in  good  repair.     Believing  as  we  did,  that  the  length 

of  the  road  and  the  character  of  the  country  traversed  by  it  would  justify  a  reduction  of  its 

ptMenger  fares,  and  that  the  public  would  be  more  benefited  by  this  than  a  corresponding 

reduction  in  freights,  and  that  it  would  also  benefit  the  road  by  developing  traffic  and  busi- 

Acts,  we  recommended  a  reduction  of  its  passenger  fares  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  company 

^opted  our  recommendation.    On  account  of  preventing  cotton  along  their  line  from  being 

direrted  to  other  channels  of  transportation,  the  owners  of  this  road  found  it  necessary  to 

nake  a  lower  cotton  rate,  weak  as  their  road  is,  than  exists  on  any  other  rail  road  in  the 

State  of  Alabama,  and  this  enures  to  the  benefit  of  producers  of  cotton  along  this  road,  who 

are  all  citixens  of  Alabama.    The  Columbus  branch  is  in  better  condition  than  the  other 

i}OTtion  of  this  road,  name  formerly  known  as  the  Savannah  &  Memphis,  between  Opelika 
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and  Goodwater.  The  owners  of  the  two  roads  saw  fit  to  amalgamate  them  together  nnder 
the  name  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  on  the  first  of  September,  1881.  This  they 
had  a  right  to  do. 

There  is  no  unjust  discrimination  whatever  in  the  tarifi*  complained  of  against  Salem,  and 
in  favor  of  any  other  locality .  Within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  there  can  be  no  unjust 
discrimination  in  reference  to  any  locality,  unless  it  is  against  that  locality  and  in  favor  of 
some  other  locality. 

The  ti^rough  rates  enjoyed  by  Opelika  are  such  as  results  from  its  geographical  position 
on  a  system  of  long  connecting  lines,  and  the  same  is  true  of  Columbus  ;  while  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  geo£p'aphical  position  of  Salem,  as  the  rail  road  lines  are  now  arranged,  is  such 
that  it  is  compelled  either  way  to  pay  the  high  rate  of  a  short  local  haul  on  through  freight. 
As  there  is  no  unjust  discrimination,  there  is,  therefore,  no  ground  for  us  to  recommend  a 
conventional  rate. 

It  will  be  seen  from  what  we  have  stated,  that  the  remedy  in  this  matter  is  not  with  u». 

It  can  only  be  had  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  the  Georgia  Rail 

Road  systems  conceding  a  through  rate  to  Salem.    This  they  have  the  power  to  do,  and  we 

cannot  doubt  that  when  the  growing  business  of  this  thrif\y  town  is  properly  placed  before 

them  by  its  business  men,  as  it  has  been  before  us,  in  the  shape  of  sworn  evidence,  thit 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  will  find  it  to  their  interest,  or  at  least 

not  incompatible  with  it,  to  do  se.     But  for  our  part  we  can  only  administer  the  law,  and 

admonished  as  we  are  by  the  venerable  maxim  that  *'  hard  cases  make  ship-wreck  of  the 

law,'*  we  can  not  undertake  to  relieve  a  hard  case  by  making  ship-wreck  •f  the  law  and  the 

rights  of  others. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 

JAMES  CROOK, 

CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissionenj. 


FREIGHT  REGULATIONS. 


OVERCHARGES   ON   THROUGH   FREIGHTS. 


In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  Benjamin  B.  Davis. 

Heard  bj  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  April  3d,  1882. 

The  complaint  in  this  instance  relates  to  the  custom  of  rail  road  companies  in  collecting 
orercharges  on  freight  shipped  upon  through  bills  of  lading. 

Through  bills  of  lading  on  freight,  varying  in  phraseolog^r  but  much  the  same  in  substance, 
ire  issued  hy  rail  road  companies  on  freight  from  all  shipping  points  of  anjr  importance  in 
the  United  States.  Most  usually  there  are  several  competing  lines,  hy  any  one  of  which 
such  freight  may  be  transported.  Each  of  tliese  competing  lines  consists  of  several  inde- 
pendent and  separate  rail  roads,  which  connect  with  each  other,  forming  one  continuous  line 
o;nilwajr.  But  one  charge  is  made  for  the  freight  and  this  is  set  forth  in  the  bill  of  lading 
^uedatthe  point  of  shipment,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  the  consignee.  This  one  charge 
^or  freight  is  divided  between  each  of  these  lines  of  rail  road  over  which  the  freight  passes 
to  its  destination  according  to  a  proportion  between  themselves  previously  agreed  on,  and 
with  which  neither  the  shipper  nor  the  consignee  have  anything  whatever  to  do.  The  bill  of 
lading  lets  forth  the  terms  of  the  contract  of  shipment,  and  describes  the  freight,  and 
uaoagit  other  things  recites  that  it  will  be  transported  from  the  point  of  shipment  over  the 
^  road  receiving  it  there,  and  its  "  connections,"  which  means  these  other  associated  lines, 
ud  delivered  to  the  consignee,  and  the  freight  is  entered  upon  the  way  bill  of  the  rail  roads 
»Iuch  transport  it. 

The  contract  in  this  bill  of  lading  is  one  which  is  made  to  be  performed  by  each  of  the 
Kveril  rail  roads  composing  such  connecting  lines,  and  it  is  in  fact  made  with  them,  and  by  it 
^^7  *gree  to  charge  a  fixed  price  for  the  service  to  be  performed,  and  this  is  set  forth  in  the 
^l  of  lading.  But  when  the  freight  reaches  the  point  of  delivery,  it  frequently  appears  that 
ntrt  and  additional  charges  are  noted  on  the  way  bill,  made  by  some  one  or  more  of  the 
Kveral  rail  roads  over  which  it  has  been  transported  and  these  are  called  "  overcharges  " 
^^^cause  they  are  in  excess  of  the  rates  specified  in  the  bill  of  lading. 

When  these  "  overcharges  "  are  on  the  way  bill,  the  rail  road  company  at  the  point  of 
^ny  refuses  to  deliver  the  freight  to  the  consignee  unless  he  first  pays  the  *'  overcharges," 
u  ^11  u  the  charges  specified  in  the  bill  of  lading.  The  custom  of  rail  roads,  and  that  is 
^  custom  here  complained  against — is  to  require  this  payment  from  the  consignee  before 
delivering  the  freight,  upon  the  assurance  to  him  that  the  rail  road  company  delivering  the 
^ight  to  him  will  investigate  these  "  overcharges  "  and  ascertain  upon  what  particular  rail 
road  they  occurred,  and  the  facts  in  relation  to  them,  and  will  after  doing  so,  refund  to  him 
^amount  of  such  "overcharges."  It  seldQm'  requires  less  than  three  weeks,  and  usually 
^ger,  sometimes  as  long  as  three  months,  to  make  this  investigation  and  refund  the  amount 
of  these  "overcharges"  to  the  consignee. 

It  requires  no  argument  to  demonstrate  that  this  custom  is  an  unmitigated  iniquity .  The  rail 
^^  companies  have  no  right  to  demand  one  cent  of  these  "  overcharges,"  nor  to  hold  the 
^^t  on  account  of  them  for  one  moment,  much  less  to  collect  them  and  to  keep  them  for 
^indefinite  period  of  time  before  returning  them  to  the  rightful  owner.  The  owner  of  the 
freight  submits  to  it  in  order  to  get  his  freight,  and  because  it  is  to  his  interest  as  a  choice 
<^  evils  to  yield  to  such  a  barefaced  outrage,  involving  no  very  large  amount  in  any  one  case, 
rather  than  have  the  expense  and  delay  of  a  law  suit  with  the  rail  road  company  about  it. 
But  it  is  an  unjust  claim,  wrongfully  and  oppressively  enforced  in  disregard  of  a  plain  written 
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contract  tat  forth  in  the  bill  of  lading  and  is  in  utter  defiance  of  law  and  right  It  is  extor- 
tion. What  has  the  owner  of  the  freight  to  do  with  themdjustment  of  a  false  and  unfouiuled 
claim,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  and  which  relates  exclusively  to  the  other  parties  to  the 
contract,  and  whatever  there  is  of  it,  is  a  matter  between  them  f  Whj  should  his  monej  be 
extorted  from  him,  in  the  shape  of "  overcharges,''  until  these  rail  road  companies  settle  a 
matter  of  this  kind  between  themselves,  for  which  he  is  in  no  way  liable  nor  responsible  ? 

Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  rail  road  company  is  expressly  defined  and  denounced  u 
"  extortion  "  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  providing  for  the 
regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  approred 
February  26th,  1881.  But  no  statute  was  ever  necessary  to  make  such  conduct  unlawful 
and  wrong.  The  second  section  of  the  same  statute  further  provides  for  the  recover/  of 
damages  and  a  penalty  on  account  of  this  extortion.  That  liability  is  enforced  in  the  courts 
of  the  State,  which  are  open  for  this  purpose,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Wecin 
only  deal  with  this  evil  under  the  21st  section  of  the  statute,  which  requires  us  to  exercist  i 
"general  supervision  over  all  the  rail  roads  of  Alabama."  Perhaps  it  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  present  for  us  to  give  notice,  as  we  have  here  done,  to  the  rail  road  companies  of  this 
State,  and  to  the  public,  of  the  nature  and  character  of  this  glaring  abuse. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
JAMES  CROOK, 
Associate  Commissionesr. 


UNJUST   DISCRIMINATION    BY   CONCEDING   JOINT   LOCAL   FREIGHT 
RATES  TO  SOME  AND   DENYING  THEM  TO  OTHERS 

SIMILARLY  SITUATED. 

In  the  iHAtter  of  the  petition  of  Lehman,  Durr  &  Co.  against  the  revised  tariffs  of  the 
Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  and  the  Columbus  &  Western  Rail  Road  on  cotton. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  September  8th,  1881. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama: 

This  is  a  petition  under  the  16th  section  of  he  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  Februarj 
26th,  1881,  providing  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail 
roads  b  this  State. 

It  avers  in  substance  that  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  and  the  Columbus  &  Wes- 
tern Railway  are  each  owned  by  railway  corporations  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
atii  are  operated  in  the  interest,  and  for  the  benetit  of  a  system  of  rail  roads  in  Georgia. 

It  further  avers  that  according  to  the  local  rates  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  the 
nitc  on  cotton  from  Goodwater  to  Columbus,  Georgia,  a  distance  of  eighty-nine  miles,  is  one 
dollar aud  iifty-five  cents,  and  from  Goodwater  to  Opelika  is  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents; 
andtiut  according  to  the  local  tariff  on  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  the  rate  on  a  bale 
ot' cotton  from  Opelika  to  Montgomery,  a  distance  of  sixty -five  miles,  is  one  dollar  and  fiAjr 
cwits. 

It  also  avers  that  prior  to  the  present  season  these  two  rail  roads  had  given  to  Montgomery 
Jnd  Columbus  the  same  rate  on  cotton  from  stations  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater,  on  the 
strength  of  which  Montgomery  had  done  a  large  cotton  business  in  that  section  of  the  State; 
tnd  that  during  the  present  season  the  business  men  of  Montgomey  had  made  large  advances 
on  cotton  in  that  section  of  the  State  to  be  delivered  at  Montgomery  ;  but  that  the  wd  two 
rail  roads  being  operated  and  controlled  in  the  interests  of  and  for  the  benefit  of  said  treorgia 
Railway  system  and  there  being  no  competition  between  them,  had  refused  to  give  Mont- 
psncrj  any  conventional  rate  on  said  cotton  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  business 
«Mon  and  insisted  on  charging  their  combined  local  rates  on  all  of  said  cotton  shipped  to 
Montgomery.  The  effect  of  which  was  that  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Goodwater  to  Mont- 
gomery, a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  miles,  was  two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
«nt»  per  bale,  which  was  a  direct  and  unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  city  of  Oolum- 
l*"*, Georgia,  against  the  city  of  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

The  averments  of  the  petition  are  not  denied  and  their  truth  is  admitted. 

Nothing  is  more  usual  or  common  according  to  the  custom  of  rail  roads  than  for  a  conven- 
^ont\  rate  to  be  made  between  them  on  freight  received  by  one  from  the  other  as  a  connect- 
^  line,  where  their  gauge,  as  in  the  case  of  these  two  rail  roads,  is  the  same  ;  and  in  every 
<uch  instance  this  conventional  rate  is  greatly  less  than  their  combined  local  rates. 

As  the  facts  are  here  presented  to  us,  this  is  a  clear  case  of  unjust  discrimination  in  favor 
of  Columbus  against  Montgomery.  This  is  one  of  the  evils  at  which  the  law  we  are  called 
i>pon  to  administer  levels  its  whole  strength.  It  is  expressly  forbidden  by  the  statute.  It  is 
an  abuse  of  the  charters  of  each  of  these  companies,  for  they  are  each  corporations  chartered 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  StAte  of  Alabama  ;  and  according  to  the  facts  of  this 
case  here  they  are  unjustly  discriminating  against  a  locality  in  Alabama  in  favor  of  a  locality 
in  another  State.  We  have  no  power  to  make  joint  rates,  but  we  do  have  power  to  correct 
unjust  discrimination  ;  and  if  the  unjust  discrimination  is  not  at  once  corrected  by  these  tw<^ 
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companies,  giving  to  Montgomery  a  reasonable  and  just  conventional  rate  on  this  cotton, 
vre  will,  proceed  to  correct  it  ourselves  by  revising  and  adjusting  again  each  of  their  local 
tarilTs. 

We  think,  however  that  the  most  just  and  proper  wa/  to  correct  it  is  by  a  conventional 
rate.  We  do  not  think  that  the  rate  from  Good  water  and  stations  between  Opelika  and 
Goodwater  on  this  cotton  ought  to  be  the  same  to  Montgomery  that  it  is  to  Columbus, 
because  the  distance  to  Montgomery  from  Goodwater  is  thirty -seven  miles  furtlier  than  it  is  to 
Columbus  and^correspondingly  about  the  same  from  each  of  the  other  stations^tween  Opelika 
and  Goodwater .  This  difference  in  distance  is  sufficient  to  make  a  difference  in  rate .  We  know 
that  a  fractional  termination  of  a  longer  haul  is  always  done  at  a  much  less  rate,  according 
to  the  freight  tariff  of  every  rail  road.  Where  such  fractional  termination  is  only  a  few  miles 
it  amounts  to  nothing.  Acting  upon  this  idea,  when  we  were  revising  the  freight  tariffs  of 
the  Montgomery  and  Eufaula  Rail  Road  and  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Rail  Road,  in  establish- 
ing cotton  rates  for  Troy  and  stations  between  Troy  and  Union  Springy,  we  made  the  cotton 
rate  equal  for  each  of  the  three  cities  of  Eufaula,  Columbus  and  Montgomery,  although  the 
distance  from  Troy  to  Columbus  is  eighty-five  miles,  and  the  distance  from  Troy  to  Eufaula 
is  seventy-two  miles,  and  from  Troy  to  Montgomery  seventy-two  miles.  In  that  instance 
we  were  establishing  a  conventional  rate  and  upon  rules  well  settled  and  justly  so  in  the  tranj^- 
portation  of  freight.  We  treated  this  difference  of  thirteen  miles  against  Columbus,  being 
the  fractional  termination  of  a  long  haul,  as  being  so  inconsiderable  as  not  to  justify  any 
substantial  difference  in  the  rate. 

But  in  the  matter  now  before  us  we  think  that  thirty -seven  miles  is  a  sufiicient  distance  to 
make  a  substantial  difference  in  rate  in  favor  of  Columbus. 

We  therefore  recommend,  as  a  remedy  for  this  unjust  discrimination,  that  the  conventional 
rate  on  cotton  from  Goodwater  to  Montgomery  be  fixed  at  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  per 
bale  and  graduated  at  this  rate  according  to  distance  on  cotton  from  stations  between  Good- 
water  and  Opelika,  leaving  the  rate  as  it  now  is  to  Columbus,  which  gives  Columbus  a  lest 
rate' by  twenty -five  cents  per  bale  than  Montgomery  on  cotton  from  each  of  these  btationi. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


UNJUST  DISCRIMINATION. 


JOINT  OR    COM VENTIONAL   LOCAL    FREIGHT   RATES    CONCEDED   TO     SOME     AMD   DENIED 

TO    OTHERS    SIMILARLY    SITUATED. 


In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  Lemie  &  Weil,  Agents  of  the  Tallassee  Falls  Manufac- 
turing Company  vs.  The  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  Company,  and  the  Western 
Rail  Road  Company  of  Alabama. 

Heard  and  decided  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  April  3d,  1882. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

The  complaint  in  this  proceeding  is  against  the  tariffs  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Rail- 
vaj  Company  and  the  Western  Rail  Road  Company  of  Alabama,  in  their  freight  rates  on 
manufactured  goods  shipped  direct  from  factories  to  points  of  delivery  along  the  line  of  the 
Columbus  &  Western  Railway  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater.  These  rates  are  entirely 
iocal  and  relate  to  shipments  of  freights  to  points  within  this  State  by  railway  corpora 
tioQs  of  Alabama. 

The  factories  involved  in  this  business  are  those  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  the  Tallassee 
Falls  Manufacturing  Company,  located  at  Tallassee  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Large  quan- 
^tia  of  domestic  goods  are  manufactured  at  each  of  these  cotton  mills. 

The  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  extends  from  Columbus  to  Goodwater,  a  distance  of 
(ightj-nine  miles,  with  distances  between  points  along  its  line  in  the  section  of  country  to 
which  the  complaint  relates  as  follows : 

Columbus  to  Opelika  twenty-nine  miles. 

Columbus  to  Dadeville  fifty-nine  miles. 

Columbus  to  Alexander  City  seventy-six  miles. 

Columbus  to  Kcllyton  eighty-two  miles. 

Cohimbus  to  Goodwater  eighty-nine  miles. 

The  freight  rates  on  domestic  goods  shipped  from  the  factories  at  Columbus  to  each  of 
thae  points  are  as  follows : 

Columbus  to  Opelika  16  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Columbus  to  Dadeville  19  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Columbus  to  Alexander  City  21  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Columbus  to  Kellyton  22  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Columbus  to  Goodwater  22  cents  per  100  pounds. 

The  shipping  point  on  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  the  Tallassee  Falls  Manufacturing 
Company  is  Cowles*  station  ;  and  the  distance  between  this  station  and  the  stations  above 
"amed,  are  as  follows  : 

Cowles*  station  to  Opelika  thirty-six  miles. 

Cowles'  station  to  Dadeville  sixty-five  miles. 

Cowles'  station  to  Alexander  City  eighty-three  miles. 

Cowles*  station  to  Kellyton  eighty-nine  miles. 

Cowles*  station  to  Goodwater  ninety -six  miles. 

The  freight  rates  on  domestic  goods  shipped  from  the  Tallassee  Falls  Manufacturing 
Company  over  the  Western  Rail  Road  are  about  the  same  as  for  similar  goods  shipped 
from  Columbus  over  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  for  similar  distances.  The  two 
rail  roads  cross  each  other  at  Opelika. 

Prior  to  the  1st  of  September,  1881,  freight  rates  on  these  manufactured  goods,  whether 
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shipped  from  the  mills  in  Columbus  or  from  Tallassee  Falls,  to  the  above  points  between 
Opelika  and  Goodwater,  were  the  same,  and  the  result  was  that  each  of  these  factories 
did  a  considerable  business  in  that  section  of  country,  and  there  was  much  competition 
between  them  for  that  trade.  Then  a  joint  rate  was  conceded  by  these  two  rail  roads 
on  factory  goods  shipped  from  Tallassee  to  these  points  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater, 
which  made  the  rates  the  same  on  such  goods  whether  shipped  from  Tallassee  or  Colum- 
bus; but  since  then  it  has  been  refused,  and  instead  of  that,  combined  local  rates  are 
charged  by  each  of  these  rail  roads  on  factory  goods  shipped  from  Tallassee  to  this  sec- 
tion of  country.  The  result  of  this  is,  that  freight  rates  on  factory  goods  shipped  from 
Tallassee  to  these  points,  are  between  sixty  and  seventy  per  cent,  higher  than  on  similar 
goods  for  about  the  same  distance  when  shipped  from  the  Columbus  factories  to  this  sec- 
tion of  country.  Thus  driving  the  Tallassee  Falls  Manufacturing  Company  out  of  this 
trade  and  destroying  all  competition,  and  leaving  the  (Columbus  factories  to  do  all  this 
business  at  their  own  prices.  Unjust  discrimination  can  as  effectually  be  accomplished  by 
two  rail  roads  conceding  a  joint  and  cheaper  rate  to  sbme  who  are  engaged  in  the  same 
business  and  refusing  it  to  others,- as  in  any  other  manner.  We  see  from  the  evidence 
that  these  two  rail  roads  do  concede  a  joint  and  cheaper  rate  to  goods  shipped  from  the 
Columbus  factories  over  their  lines  going  east  from  Opelika  to  West  Point,  or  west  com- 
ing to  Montgomery.  Then  why  do  they  refuse  a  joint  and  cheaper  rate  on  factory  goods 
shipped  from  the  Tallassee  mills  to  points  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  ?  Or,  in  other 
words,  why  this  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  factories  at  Columbus,  against  the  factory 
at  Tallassee,  as  to  shipments  of  factory  goods  to  places  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  ? 
We  have  heretofore  had  occcasion  to  say,  and  we  again  repeat  it,  that  corporations  owing 
their  existence  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  doing  the  business  in  this  State  of  trans- 
porting freight  and  passengers  for  the  public,  are  guilty  of  an  abuse  of  their  corporate  priv- 
ileges under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  are  trifling  with  their  own  lives,  when  they  unjustly 
discriminate  against  a  citizen  of  this  State  in  favor  of  a  citizen  of  any  other  State,  or  Against 
a  corporation  of  this  State  in  favor  of  a  corporation  of  any  other  State. 

We  have  carefully  considered  all  the  evidence  in  this  proceeding,  and  the  revenues  and 
business  of  each  of  these  companies  with  a  view  to  correcting  this  unjust  discrimination  by 
a  further  revision  of  their  local  tariffs  as  to  the  articles  mentioned,  and  others  coming  within 
the  same  classification.  We  are  familiar  with  their  revenues  and  business,  and  in  view  of 
these  and  of  the  very  considerable  reductions  made  by  us  in  their  tariff  heretofore,  and  of 
the  falling  off  that  has  occurred  in  business  with  all  the  rail  roads  of  this  State  during  the 
past  season  on  account  of  the  general  condition  of  business,  we  know  that  it  would  not  be 
just  to  either  of  these  companies  for  us  to  experiment  further  at  this  time  in  reducing  their 
revenues.  Yet  a  change  of  rates  is  absolutely  necessary  to  correct  this  unjust  discrim- 
ination. 

In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  we  have  recommended  to  the  two  companies,  and  they 
have  adopted  our  recommendation,  to  place  goods  shipped  from  Columbus  and  Tallassee 
factories  to  points  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  on  a  joint  rate,  equal  as  to  each  of  these 
factories,  and  placing  them  on  the  same  footing,  and  submit  such  joint  rate  to  us  for  approval 
at  an  early  day. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners, 


RAIL   ROAD    REGULATIONS    FOR  SHIPMENT   OF  GUN    POWDER  AND 

OTHER  EXPLOSIVES  AND  COMBUSTIBLES. 


UNJUST  DISCRIMINATION. 


In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  Marshall,  Davis  &  Co.  against  the  Louisville  &   Nashville 

Rail  Road  Company. 

Decided  bj  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  May  22nd,  1S82. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

• 

The  complaint  in  this  proceeding  is  against  the  reasonablenesss  and  justice  of  Rule  28  of 
the  Louisville  Sc  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  transportation  of  freight  over  the 
Mohtle  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road,  in  connection  with  the  rules  of  that  company  for  the 
shipment  ef  gunpowder  and  kerosene  oil,  and  has  involved  much  investigation  and  consid- 
ention. 

Thit  rule  as  established  on  July  1st,  1878,  was  as  follows  : 

"Rule  28. — No  single  shipment,  however  small,  will  be  taken  for  less  than  the  first-class 
rate  for  one  hundred  pounds,  nor  for  less  than  twenty-five  cents  should  the  first-class  rate  be 
lower."  .     * 

This  rule  was  continued  in  this  shape  by  the  company  until  the  11th  of  September,  1881, 
vhen  by  a  circular  of  this  last  named  date  it  was  modified  as  follows  :  ''  Rule  28  is  changed 
to  read  as  follows  :  No  single  shipment,  however  small,  will  be  taken  for  less  than  the  class 
rate  for  one  hundred  pounds,  nor  for  less  than  twenty -five  cents,  should  the  class  rate  for  one 
pounds  be  lower.  Nor  will  the  first-class  rate  for  one  hundred  pounds  be  charged  unless  at 
^  class  rate  when  the  freight  amounts  to  more." 

As  thus  modified,  this  rule  is  in  force  new  and  has  been  ever  since  September  11th,  1881. 
^Tcrr  person  familiar  with  the  practical  operation  of  rates  of  charges  in  rail  road  tariffs  will 
^ilj  perceive  that  this  modified  rule  is  more  favorable  to  the  shipper  than  the  original.  A 
rule  much  the  same  in  substance  as  the  one  or  the  other  exists  on  eVery  leading  rail  road  in 
^  United  States,  and  has  existed  at  every  stage  of  the  history  of  these  rail  roads.     It  is  a 
^le  that  relates  to  small  shipments  of  every  variety  of  freight.     Reduced  to  its   simple  ele- 
"loits,  it  means  that  no  matter   how  small  the  shipment  is,  nor  how  trivial  its  value,   the 
company  will  charge  twenty-five  cents  for  the  trouble  and  responsibility  of  receiving,  pack- 
ing, transporting  and  delivering  it.    But  if  the  package  be  of  great  value  or  extra  hazardous, 
to  as  these  features  increase  the  liability  of  the  company  for  its  safe  delivery,  the  company 
charges  for  it  according  to  the  class  rate  in  which  it  belongs.  These  class  rates  are  adopted 
Tor  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  simplicity,  brevity  and  justice,  and  are  called  first-class,  second 
cUsc,  and  so  on,  and  then  double  first-clags,  and  in  the  same  increased  proportion  according 
to  the  value  of  freight  or  the  space  it  occupies  in  the  car,  or  the  hazards  connected  with  its 
Asportation  where  it  consists  of  oils  or  explosives. 

We  consider  this  a  reasonable  and  just  rule.    It  is  a  rule  that  is  followed  by  express  com^ 
panics  and  public  carriers  very  generally,  and  we  see  no  valid  objection  to  it. 

But  this  complaint  goes  further,  and  it  objects  to  the  practical  operation  of  the  rule,  in  this, 
that  there  is  another  rule  of  the  company  by  which  it  receives  shipments  of  gunpowder  and 
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kerosene  in  tlie  city  of  Mobile  only  on  staled  days,  and  that  a  country  merchant  who  buys  a 
bill  of  these  articles  with  other  goods,  is  obliged  to  ship  the  gunpowder  and  kerosene  on  these 
stated  days  and  separately  from   the  other  goods  by  whi'ih  he  is  compelled  to  pay   higher 
freight  on  the  gunpowder  a«"id  kerosene  than  if  shipped  at  the  same  time  with  other  good>. 
according  to  weight  under  this  rule  28.     It  appears  that  under  a  rule  which  existed  in  the 
former  management  of  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery  Rail  Road,*  gunpowder  being  deemed 
extra  hazardous,  was  received  for  shipment  by   the  company  at  the  city  of  Mobile  only  on 
Monday  in  each  week,  and  that  this  rnle  has  been  kept  in  force  by  the  local  freight  agents 
there  under  the  management  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  without- 
however,  the  matter  being  called  to  the  attention  of  the  general  freight  agent  and  chief 
authorities  of  the  last  named  company  until  this  investigation,  and  without  there  being  any 
eomplain^  against  it  until  this  complaint.     That  gunpowder  is  extra  hazardous  when  being 
transported  on  rail  road  trains,  can  admit  of  no  question  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  it  has  to 
be  handled,  packed  and  transmitted  with  far  more  than  the  usual  precautions  which  attacho 
to  ordinary  freight.     For. these  reasons  a  regulation  of  a  rail  road  company  to  the  effect  that 
it  would  receive  gunpowder  for  shipment  only  on  stated  days  in  each  week,  would  in  our 
opinion  be  a  reai>onable  regulation.     But  it  appears  in   this  investigation  that  the  company 
ships  gunpowder  on  its  cars  from  the  city  of  Montgomery  every  day  in  the  week  whenever 
it  is  presented  by  a  shipper  for  that  purpose.     The  inevitable  effect  of  this  is  an  unjust  dis 
crimination  in  favor  of  Montgomery  against  Mobile  in  this  article  of  commerce.     It  is  per 
fectly  manifest  to  us  from  all  the  evidence  adduced  in  this  investigation,  which  has  been  vol 
timinous,  that  tlic  authorities  of  the  company  never  intended  any  such  discnmination  and 
never  knew  of  its  existence  until  it  was  brought  to  their  attention  by  this  complaint  and 
investigation,  but  it  is  equally  clear  that  it  exists.     In  view  of  this  we  have  recommended  to 
the  company  to  either  have  the  same  rule  for  shipping  gunpowder  at  Montgomery  that  itha> 
at  Mobile,  namely  on  Monday  of  each  week,  or  to  ship  it  at  Mobile  as  it  does  at  Montgom- 
ery, each  day  in  the  week  whenever  presented  by  the  shipper  ;  and  the  company  has  promptly 
adopted  our  recommendation  by  discontinuing  the  rule  at  Mobile,  so  that  hereafter  gunpowder 
will  be  shipped  by  the  company  on  its  trains  each  day  in  the  week  to  Mobile   whenever  pre 
sented  by  the  shipper  for  that  purpose. 

The  reasons  for  shipping  kerosene  oil  on  rail  road  cars  only  on  stated  days  are  more  con- 
trolling than  in  the  case  of  gunpowder.  Unlike  gunpowder,  li^rosene  oil  is  not  an  explosive 
but  the  necessity  for  shipping  it  in  separate  cars  is  very  great,  because  the  odor  of  it  dam- 
ages flour,  meal,  and  many  similar  articles  of  groceries  placed  in  the  car  with  it.  It  appears 
in  this  investigation  that  the  company  has  consulted  shippers  and  merchants  very  general!} 
and  obtained  their  consent  to  the  shipment  of  kerosene  oil  only  on  stated  days  in  each  week. 
But  we  decide  that  independent  of  any  such  consent  for  the  reasons  stated,  the  company  has 
the  right  to  adopt  a  regulation  that  it  will  receive  and  ship  kerosene  oil  only  on  stated  day^ 
in  each  week.  What  we^have  said  about  the  power  and  right  of  the  company  to  make  a 
regulation  that  it  will  receive  and  ship  gunpowder  only  on  stated  days  in  each  week  applies 
also  to  dynamite,  nitro-glycerine  and  all  other  explosives  dangerous  to  human  life  and  prop- 
erty, provided  of  course,  that  in  all  such  rules  and  regulations  the  company  must  avoid  unjust 
discriminations. 

It  is  further  proper  to  state  that  the  evidence  in  this  investigation  shows  that  the  complain- 
ants are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  freight  charge  under  this  rule  38  on  the  keg  of  gun  - 
powder  weighing  30  pounds,  the  usual  weight  from,  from  Mobile  to  Evei^reen,  would  be  one 
dollar  and  ten  cents  if  shipped  separately.  This  evidence  shows  that  such  charge  would  be 
fifty-five  cents  if  shipped  separately. 

In  the  course  oi  this  investigation,  which  has  taken  a  wide  range,  the  company  has  sub- 
mitted for  our  consideration  Rule  26  of  its  freight  tariff,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Rule  26. — "  These  companies  will  not  receive  gunpowder,  matches  and  like  combustible 
articles  for  shipment  unless  the  character  of  the  contents  is  plainly  marked  upon  the  package 
.^nd  fully  described  in  the  bill  of  lading.     All  persons  procuring  the  shipment  of  such  freight 
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br  fraud  or  concealment  will  be  held  responsible  for  any  damage  which  may  arise  from   it 
while  freight  is  in  the  custody  of  these  companies.** 

This  is  in  every  sense  a  just,  reasonable,  valid  and  legal  police  regulation.  Under  the  first 
clause  of  this  rule  every  agent  of  the  company  would  have  the  right  to  refuse  to  receive  for 
ihipment  any  such  reight  unless  it  is  so  marked  and  described  ;  and  afler  notice  of  the  rule, 
ioy  shipper  who  would  by  fraud  or  concealment  evade  it,  would  do  so  at  hi&  peril. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


A  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY  CHANGES  A  REGULAR  STATION  TO  A  FLAG 
STATION.— THE   DIFFERENCE  BETWEEEN  A  REGULAR  STATION 

AND  A  FLAG  STATION. 


RIGHTS   OF    THE    PUBLIC    AND   DUTIES    OF     RAIL   ROADS   IX    REFERENCE   TO   ESTABLISH- 
MENT  OF   REGULAR   STATIONS. 


Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  S.  P.  McLendon  and  others,  relative  to  the   establish- 
ment of  a  regular  station  at  Whitney,  on  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  on  the  15th  day  of  September,  1881. 

Several  witnesses  have  been  examined  in  this  proceeding  and  tlieir  testimony  reduced  to 
vii^,  in  the  shape  of  depositions  by  the  Commission.  On  the  part  of  the  petitioners, 
JusesT.  Greene,  Esq.,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Rail  Road  Company,  T.  C.  Yates,  Charles  B. 
Wallace  and  L.  A.  Dobbs,  Esq.,  were  examined  as  witnesses. 

The  material  question  in  this  proceeding  to  which  every  other  inquiry  must  be  directed* 
is,  whether  or  not  under  the  20th  section  of  the  act  approved  February  26th,  1881,  providing 
ior  the  regulation  of  rail  road'*  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  it 
would  be  reasonable  and  expedient  and  promote  the  security,  convenience  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  public  that  Whitney  should  be  a  r^ular  station,  or  whether,  on  the  other  hand, 
justice  to  the  public,  in  the  particulars  above  named,  and  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  the 
rail  road  company,  makes  it  reasonable  and  expedient  that  Whitney  should  remain  as  it 
now  is,  a  flag  sUtion. 

The  essential  points  of  difference  between  a  regular  station  and  a  flag  station,  as  shown 
bj  the  proof,  are  : 

1.  All  freight  to  a  flag  station  must  be  prepaid,  while  to  a  regular  station  the  charges  on 
such  freight  are  paid  at  the  station  on  the  delivery  of  the  freight  to  the  person  to  whom  it  is 
shipped. 

2*  At  a  flag  station  freight  is  not  stored  when  taken  off  the  cars,  nor  is  it  taken  care  of 
^  the  agent  at  the  station  until  called  for  by  the  person  to  whom  it  is  shipped,  but  it  remains 
upon  the  station  platform  at  the  risk  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  shipped  until  he  removes  it 
^*&y,  while  at  a  regular  station  such  freight  is  stored  in  the  station  house  and  taken  care  of 
by  the  station  agent  until  it  is  called  for  by  the  person  to  whom  it  is  shipped. 

'•  Bills  of  lading  are  given  by  the  rail  road  company  foi  freight  shipped  at  a  regular 
^tttion,  but  no  bills  of  lading  arc  given  for  freights  shipped  at  a  flag  station,  and  freight 
dipped  at  a  flag  station  is  only  entered  on  a  way  bill  of  the  rail  road  company. 

^'  There  is  an  office  for  the  sale  of  tickets  to  passengers  at  a  regular  station,  but  at  a  flag 
'tation  there  is  no  such  ticket  office. 

As  to  certain  facts  shown  by  the  evidence,  there  is  no  conflict  whatever  in  the  testimony 
<>f  the  witnesses*  These  are  that  prior  to  March  of  the  year  1876,  Whitney  was  a  regular 
^tioA  on  this  rail  ro'ad,.  and  so  continued  until  the  16th  day  of  June,  1881,  at  which  last 
oamed  date  it  was  made  a  flag  station  by  the  company,  and  since  that  time  has  remained  a 
^  station;  that  the  annual  receipts  of  the  company  for  freights  at  Whitney  has  been,  and 
^  fnm  four  to  five  thousand  dollars,  and  for  passenger  fares  about  two  thousand  dollars; 
thtt  Whitney  is  the  station  for  Asheville,  and  is  distant  about  three  miles  and  a  quarter 
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from  Asheville,  and  that  Asheville  is  the  county  seat  of  St.  Clair  county;  that  the  annual 
trade  done  at  Ashville  amounts  to  about  one  hundred  and  filly  thousand  dollars;  and  that 
Mil  shipments  of  freight  to  and  from  Asheville  by  rail  road  are  made  at  Whitney. 

The  defense  made  by  the  company  is  that  in  March,  1881,  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  com- 
pany by  some  of  the  citizens  of  Asheville  to  haive  T.  C.  Yates,  the  station  agent  at  IVhit- 
ney  removed,  and  one  Webster  appointed  agent  at  that  station.  No  charges  against  Yates 
were  made  in  that  petition,  and  as  Webster  had  previously  quit  the  employment  of  the  com- 
pany as  a  defaulter,  the  company  declined  to  make  the  change.  In  the  month  of  April  and 
May  following,  several  suits  were  brought  against  the  company  by  three  of  the  signers  to 
the  petition  in  this  cause  for  alleged  overcharges  of  freight,  all  for  small  sums,  and  in  more 
than  one  instance  suit  was  brought  without  making  any  claim  on  the  company  by  previous 
demand,  or  giving  it  any  opportunity  to  settle  the  same  before  suit;  and  in  other  instances 
the  agent  of  the  company  was  not  allowed  time  to  communicate  by  telegraph  with  stations 
on  other  connecting  lines,  from  which  the  freight  had  been  shipped,  to  ascertain  the  facts  a.« 
to  the  alleged  overcharge,  and  have  it  adjusted  before  suit  was  brought  on  the  claims 
Finally  on  the  loth  day  of  June,  1881,  the  company  to  protect  itself  against  further  suit  of 
this  character,  discontinued  Whitney  as  a  regular  station,  and  made  it  a  flag  station.  One 
of  the  petitioners  in  this  case,  who  was  the  plaintiff  in  one  of  these  suits,  proposed  to 
counsel  of  the  company  to  dismiss  the  suit  and  pay  the  costs,  if  the  counsel  would  sign  a 
recommendation  to  have  Yates  removed  as  station  agent  at  Whitney. 

Afler  making  Whitney  a  Hag  station  the  company  continued  to  give  bills  of  lading  for 
freis^ht  shipped  from  Whitney  and  to  allow  passengers  getting  on  its  cars  at  that  station 
agent's  rates  for  tickets,  just  as  though  the  company  had  a  ticket  office  there.  But  as  to 
freight  shipped  to  Whitney,  all  charges  on  it  must  be  prepaid,  and  it  is  put  out  by  the  com- 
pany on  the  platfonn  and  is  not  stored  by  the  agent  nor  taken  care  of  by  him' until  called 
for  by  the  person  to  whom  it  is  shipped,  as  at  any  other  flag  station. 

That  Whitney  ought  to  be  a  regular  station,  in  the  estimation  of  the  company,  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  company  did  make  it  a  regular  station  during  a  long  period  of  years  and 
never  discontinued  it  as  a  regular  station  because  the  business  was  not  such  as  to  g^ve  it 
that  relation  to  the  public,  but  because  a  few  suits  had  been  brought  by  three  or  four  persons 
for  alleged  small  over>charges  and  under  circumstances  indicating  in  some  of  them  a  spirit 
of  vexatious  litigation. 

The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  Whitnejr  ought  to  be  a  regular  station  and  that 
the  security,  convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public  requires  it.  The  public  ought 
not  to  suffer  the  hazards  and  inconvenience  of  having  the  amount  of  freight,  which  the 
proof  shows  is  received  there,  put  off  on  a  platform  at  their  risk,  on  account  of  a  few  law- 
suits begun  and  prosecuted,  even  in  the  objectionable  spirit  indicated  by  the  evidence  in  this, 
case.  We  therefore  issue  a  notice  to  the  company,  as  provided  by  the  20th  section  of  t  he 
statute  above  referred  to,  that  it  ought  to  make  Whitney  a  regular  station  by  the  20th  day 
of  this  month,  which  allows,  as  we  think,  a  sufficient  time  for  making  that  change. 

We  would  have  preferred  that  an  application  had  been  made  by  the  petitioners  to  the 
company  to  make  Whitney  a  regular  station  before  addressing  this  petition  to  us,  and  we 
think  it  would  have  been  proper  for  them  to  have  done  so,  and  if  the  company  had  refused 
then  to  have  invoked  the  action  of  this  Commission,  bnt  the  petition  being  before  us  we  can 
only  perform  what  we  conceive  to  be  our  duty  under  the  law. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  CommisMoners. 
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OrriCE  OF  THE  Rail  Road  Commisson  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  September  15th,  1881. 

To  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  Company,  a  corporation   incorporated  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  its  officers  and  agents  : 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  in  the  judgement  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama^ 
at\er  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject,  that  the  security,  convenience  and  accommodation  ol* 
the  public  will  be  promoted  by  your  having  a  regular  station  at  Whitney,  in  St.  Clair 
county^  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  on  the  line  of  your  rail  road,  instead  of  having  a  flag  station 
at  said  place  called  Whitney,  as  is  now  the  case. 

And  jou  are  further  notified  that  as  this  isnowa  business  season  of  the  year,  in  the  judg> 
rnent  of  the  said  Rail  Road  Commission,  said  station  called  Whitney  should  be  made  a  regu- 
lar station  by  you  by  the  20th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1881 . 

Given  nnder  our  hands  at  the  city  of  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  on  this  the 
15th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1881, 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
PrcH't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commi.^sioners. 
Oflicial  : 
A.  M.  BALDWIN, 

Clerk.  ^ 
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cON'STRUCnOX  OF  THE  STATUTE  IN  REFERENXE  TO  WHAT  IS  MEANT 
BY  THE    WORDS    "THE    SAFETY,  ACCOMMODATION  AND   CON- 
VENIENCE OF  THE  PUBLIC"   AS   DISTINGUISHED  FROM 
ENFORCING  THE  MERE  CONTRACT  RIGHTS  OF  AN 
INDIVIDUAL  WITH  A  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY 
IN  REGARD  TO  RIGHT  OF  WAY  AND 
A  FLAG  STATION. 

i   r.ic  matter  of  the  complaint  of  French  Nabors  against   the  East  Tennessee,    Virginia  Sc 

Georgia  Rail  Road  Company. 

Heard  and  decided  bvthe  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  November  Uth,  I  SSI. 

The  complaint  presents  substantially  this  state  of  facts  : 

One  of  the  conditions  of  the  contract  bv  which  the  Selma,  Home  &  Dalton  Rail  Road 
.» cuired  the  right  of  way  over  the  land  of  French  Nabors,  was  that  it  should  keep  a  flag 
-Ulbn  on  his  land  ;  the  company,  in  accordance  Avith  this  contract,  did  keep  a  flag  station 
t.'.  his '.And  for  many  years  ;  but  within  the  the  last  few  months  this  flag  station  has  been 
«iKontinlied  by  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia   &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  the  present 

wDtrof  the  road  ;  and  we  are  now  asked  if  we    have  jurisdiction   to  do  so,  to  require   this 

~-t  named  company  to  perform  its  contract  and  to  keep  a  flag  station  on  the  land  of  French 

The  20th  section  of  the  act  approved  February  26th,  1881,  which  provides  for  the  regu- 
^lion  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,  provides  : 

That  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission,  it  shall  appear  that  repairs 
-r  i>tccs.sary  upon  any  such  rail  road,  or  that  any  addition  to  the  rolling  stock,  or  any 
aiditlon  to,  or  change  of  the  station,  or  station  houses,  or  any  change  of  the  rates  of  fares, 
lor  transporting  freight  or  passengers,  or  any  change  in  the  mode  of  operating  the  road  and 
v:onducting  its  business  is  reasonable  and  expedient  in  order  to  promote  the  security,  con- 
unience  and  accommodation  of  the  public,  they  shall  give  information  in  writing,  to  the 
"orporation,  of  the  improvements  and  changes  which  they  adjudge  to  be  proper,  and  a  report 

1  the  proceedings  shall  be  included  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commission  to  the  Legis- 
-A.ure. 

This  is  the  only  section  of  the  statute  which  even   remotely    refers  to  this  subject  ;  and  it 

>»inbe  seen  that  the  jurisdiction    here  conferred    is   in   every   instance  "  to  promote  the 

iccarity,  convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public."     The>e  are  the  controlling  words 

^'  the  section.     Thcv  relate  to  matters  whicli  pertain  to  "  the  public  "  and  not  to  any  grie\  - 

^nof  real,  or  imaginary  of  an  individual   growing   out   of  a   contract   between  him  and  the 

'ail  road  company,  in  which  "  the  public  "  has  no  interest   whatever.     It  confers  no  jurisdic- 

'lonupon  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  hear  and  determine  a  controversy  in  reference  to  the 

Tiforcement  of  such  a  contract.     The  place  for  a  controversy  for  the  enforcement  of  such  a 

'Ontnict  or  for  damages  for  its  non-performa'nce  is  in  the  courts  of  the  country,  which  have 

Aiuple  powers  Ibr  this  purpose. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners, 
10 


ERECTING  A  DEPOT  BUILDING. 


RUXNING   PASSENGER   TRAINS   OFF   OF    SCHEDULE    TIME. 


Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Coniniis<!ion  of  Alabama. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Samuel  Smyley  and  others  against  the  Pensacola  &  Sclma 

Rail  Road  Company. 

Heard  and  decided  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  December  19th-21st,  1881. 

The  petition  in  this  proceeding  embraces   in  substance  twa  grounds  of  complaint.     The 

tirsft  is  that  trains  on  this  rail  road  are  not  run  according  to  its  time  table,  and  are  operated 

^o  irregularly  as  to  be  a  source  of  great  inconvenience  and  injury  to  the  public  in  the  vicinity 

of  Pleasant  Hill  Station  in  the  matter  of  freights,  mails  and  travel.     The  second  is  that  there 

U  Tw>  station  house  or  agent  at  Pleasant  Hill  Station,  by  means  of  which  the  public  who  ship 

and  receive  freight  at  that  station,  and  whose  business  is  of  such  a  nature  as   to  make  it  to 

thtir  interest  for  them,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  company  to  ship  and  receive  freight  at  that 

>tai:oa,  are  put  to  great  trouble  and  inconvenience  when  they  do  ship  or  receive  such  freight 

at  this  station. 

Tile  company,  by  answer,  denies  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition,  and  also  denies  that 
tilt  petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  relief  they  ask. 

A»  witnesses  in  support  of  the  petition,  we  examined  Dr.  J.  A.  Wood  and  Aaron  Maas  ; 
and  in  opposition  to  tlie  petition,  J.  T.  Harrihan,  J.  W.  Holloway,  J.  H.  Hill  and  C.  W. 
Sajre  were  examined  by  us  as  witnesses.  We  reduced  the  testimony  of  each  of  these  wit- 
nesses to  writing,  in  the  shape  of  depositions.  The  company,  also  introduced  in  evidence  a 
jx:titlon  of  the  citizens  of  Pleasant  Hill  village  and  vicinity,  against  an  apprehended  remova\ 
of  Pleasant  Hill  Station  by  the  company  and  letters  of  J.  H.  Dudley  in  reference  to  a  counter 
petition . 

The  company  also  introduced  in   evidence  the   train  register  containing  the  arrivals  and 
departures  of  trains  at  stations  on  the  road  :    also  the  time  table  Number  10  for  the  running 
cf  trains  on  the  road  :  and  also  the  sworn  report  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
mission of  Alabama,  showing  that  the  expenditures  made  by  the  company  in  repairing  the 
road  and  for  operating  expenses  last  year,  exceeded  the  gross  receipts  received  by  .the  com- 
pany in  revenue  from  the  road. 

This  evidence  is  too  voluminous  to  be  set  out  at  length  in  this  opinion  and  much  of  it  is  of 
Terry  slight  importance,  but  we  have  examined  and  considered  it  all  carefully  and  shall  refer 

to  such  features   of  it  particularly  as  are  necessary  to  illustrate  our  conclusions  upon  the 
facts. 

As  to  the  law,  the  substantial  facts  embraced  in  this  petition,  present  matters  making  it 
our  duty  to  examine  and  pass  upon  them.  The  last  clause  of  section  21  of  the  act  to  provide 
for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  owning  and  operating  rail  roads  in 
this  State,  approved  February  36th,  1881,  provides  : 

'*That  the  said  Commission  shall  have  general  supervision  over  all  the  rail  roads  of 
Alabama  and  shall  examine  the  same  from'  time  to  time  and  keep  themselves  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  operated,  with  reference  to  the  security 
and  accommodation  of  the  public  and  the  compliance  of  the  several  corporations  with  their 
charters  and  the  laws  of  the  State." 

The  20th  section  of  the  sanie  Statute  provides  : 

**  That  whenever  in  the  judgment  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  it  shall  appear  that 
repairs  are  necessary  upon  any  such  rail  road,  or  that  any  addition  to  the  rolling  stock,  or 
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an^  addition  to,  or  change  of  the  station,  or  station  houses,  or  any  change  in  the  rate  of  fares, 
for  trai>c»porta ting  freight  or  passengers,  or  any  change  in  the  mode  of  operating  the  road 
and  conducting  its  business  is  reasonable  and  expedient  in  order  to  promote  the  security, 
convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public  they  shall  give  information  in  writing  to  the 
corporation  of  the  improvements  and  changes  which  they  adjudge  to  be  proper,  and  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  included  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commission  to  the 
I-cgislature." 

The  length  of  this  road  from  the  city  of  Selma  to  Pine  Apple  station  is  forty -eight  nulc>. 
According  to  the  time  table  a  combination  train  of  passenger  and  freight  cars  run  over  this 
road  four  days  in  each  week  as  follows  ; 

Leaving  Pine  Apple  at  6:30  a.  m.  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays.  ar.J 
due  at  Selma  at  10:05  a.  m.  on  each  of  these  days. 

Leaving  Selma  at  3:40  p.  m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesday,  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  and  due  at 
Pine  Apple  at  7:15  p.  m.  on  each  of  these  days.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  busint-^* 
season  last  fall  the  company  has  established  a  telegraph  line  along  this  rail  road  with  tele 
graph  ortices  at  Pine  Apple,  Minter,  Snow  Hill  and  Gulf  Junction,  which  offices  are  open  to 
the  public.  This  rail  road  is  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  system,  and  that  sys- 
tem operates  its  trains  by  means  of  the  telegraph.  It  requires  the  arrival  and  departure  ot" 
each  train  at  every  station  where  there  is  a  telegraph  office,  to  be  immediately  reported  bv 
tclegraph  so  as  to  show  where  every  train  is  along  its  roads,  and  these  report 
are  immediately  entered  into  what  is  called  a  "train  register  ;"  and  arrivals  and  departure 
of  trains  at  terminal  points  are  also  reported  and  entered  in  this  "train  register." 
This  *'  train  register  "  thus  becomes  a  most  important  and  valuable  record  as  to  the  operation 
o(  trains.  It  is  made  up  by  the  operating  agents  of  the  company  at  the  time,  and  i: 
chronicles  these  events  as  th«y  occur,  like  a  log  book  of  a  ship  at  sea,  without  regard  to  anv 
outside  considerations  whatever.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  daily  and  nightly  history  of  the  running 
uf  every  train.  The  company  requires  it  to  be  made  under  these  circumstances  for  its  own 
inccurity,  in  the  operation  of  trains,  and  to  avoid  collisions  and  accidents,  as  well  a>  to 
know  how  its  agents  are  performing  their  duties  at  all  times. 

Upon  the  first  ground  of  this  complaint,  namely,  as  to  trains  runnning  behind  their 
schedule  time,  the  witnesses,  Wood  and  Maas,  testified  to  but  few  instances  occurring  within 
their  own  knowledge.  They  further  testified  that  they  had  traveled  upon  this  rail  road  but 
very  seldom  within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  were  not  allowed  to  testify  as  to  matter> 
they  had  heard  from  others  as  to  the  delays  of  the  trains,  tliis  being  mere  hearsay  and 
not  admissible.  The  conductor  of  the  train,  J.  H.  Hill,  testified  that  according  to  tlie  time 
table  the  south  bound  train  leaving  Selma,  was  due  at  Pleasant  Hill  station  at  5:35  p.  m. 
and  that  only  on  three  occasions  which  he  could  recollect  of  within  the  last  twelve  montlife. 
had  this  train  been  as  late  as  nine  o'clock  p.  m.  reaching  Pleasant  Hill  station,  and  lie 
explained  by  testifying  that  in  each  instance  there  were  accidents  to  the  train  which  necessa- 
rily delayed  it.  He  further  testified  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  there  were  not  more 
than  two  or  three  times  within  the  last  twelve  months  when  he  had  been  as  much  as  two 
hours  behind  the  schedule  time  of  the  time  table  in  leaving  Selma  with  his  train,  and  that  he 
generally  left  Selma  on  schedule  time  with  his  train,  though  he  had  no  record  with  him,  and 
testified  from  general  recollection. 

The  witnesses  who  testified  before  us  were  intelligent  and  truthful  men,  and  we  can  well 
understand  how,  under  the  circumstances,  such  witnesses  as  Wood,  Maas  and  Hill,  would,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  be  unable  to  supply  very  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  record  as  to 
the  running  of  a  train  through  a  series  of  months.  They  can  only  testify  to  a- few  events  of 
this  kind  which  have  particularly  impressed  them.  Here  the  value  of  the  "  train  register"  i* 
teen. 

This  "  train  register  "  covers  only  a  portion  of  the  period  since  the  telegraph  line  has  been 
in  operation  along  this  rail  road.  We  have  taken  this  ^'  train  register  "  and  the  time  table 
for  the  running  of  trains  on  this  road,  published  by  the  company,  and  embracing  a  period 
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from  the  firet  day  of  November  to  the  Rixteenthdav  of  December  inclusive,  in  the  year  1881, 
ind  from  them  we  compile  the  following  factfi  : 

Out  of  twenty-six  south  bound  trips  of  the  train  from  Selma  to  Pine  Apple  it  left  Selma 
on  schedule  time  only  twelve  of  these  trips.  In  each  of  the  other  fourteen  trips  there  were 
diiaysin  the  starting  of  the  train  from  the  depot  in  Selma  each  day  varying  from  ten  minuter 
to nve  hours  and  forty  minutes,  and  the  averaoje  of  these  delays  for  each  day  was  one  hour 
and  ten  minutes.  During  the  same  period  the  arrival  of  this  south  bound  train  at  Pine 
Apple  IS  reported  for  twenty -five  trips,  and  out  of  these  twenty-five  trips  this  train  at  Pine 
Apple  arrived  on  its  schedule  time  onh'  once  ;  and  the  delay  of  the  train  in  reaching  that 
sution  varies  from  fifteen  minutes  to  six  hours  and  fifty  minutes,  and  the  average  delay  of 
the  train  in  reaching  that  station  each  day  was  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes. 

The  departure  of  the  north  bound  train  from  Pine  Apple  to  Selma  is  reported  for  twenty- 
fivt  trips,  on  six  of  which  there  were  delays  in  starting  from  Pine  Apple  from  ten  to  thirty - 
5vf  mmutes,  and  an  average  delay  of  seventeen  minutes  on  each  of  these  six  trips  in  btarting 
thetniin  from  Pine  Apple. 

The  arrival  of  this  north  bound  train  at  Selma  is  reported  for  twenty -five  trips,  of  which 
it  arrived  there,  accordiug  to  schedule  time,  on  three  of  these  trips,  and  the  remaining 
*»er.ty  two  trips  the  train  was  behind  its  schedule  time  in  arriving  at  Selma  each  trip  from 
?.ve  minutes  to  three  hours  and  ten  minutes,  being  an  average  delay  per  trip  of  one  hour 
and?ix  minutes. 

There  is  no  telegraph  ofiice  at  Pleasant  Hill  station,  and  comparisons  are  made  as  to  the 
•  <:p:rL- of  trains  at  Mintcr,  a  station  five  miles  south  of  Pleasant  Hill  station,  with  Ihe  fol- 
lv-jirg  result  ;  The  departure  of  trains  from  Mintcr  is  reported  for  seventeen  south  bound 
''ip*.  not  one  of  which  was*  on  time  according  to  tlie  time  table,  and  the  delay  varied  per 
'■-'Pirom  five  minutes  to  six  hours  and  seventeeu  minutes,  an  average  delay  of  one  hour  and 
'-  rtv-tour  minuntes  per  trip. 

r^U  iiorih  bound  train  is  reported  at  Minter  for  twenty-five  trips,  of  which  it  departed 
-jn;  there  according  to  schedule  one  trip,  and  in  the  other  twenty-four  trips  was  behind  its 
schedule  lime  at  that  station  each  trip  from  five  minutes  to  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes,  the 
d.cri^e  delay  on  each  of  these  trips  being  thirty-six  minutes. 

^Wcan  well  understand  how  there  mat  be  an  occasional  delav  of  a  few  minutes,  or  even 
-ore  behind  its  schedule  time  in  the  departure  of  a  passenger  train  from  a  terminal  point, 
"^litre  it  is  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  a  train  of  a  connecting  line,  in  order  to  receive  through 
paNsengers,  or  that  in  rare  instances  there  may  be  exceptional  circumstances  of  an  extraor- 
<i:narv  nature  which  would  prevent  such  train  from  starting  on  its  exact  schedule  time ' 
^«1  in  either  event  the  traveling  public  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint  at  such  delay.  But 
ih:^  rail  road  had  no  such  connecting  line  at  Pine  Apple  or  Selma  and  there  was  no  neces- 
^'^vfrom  this  cause  for  delaying  the  departure  of  its  train  at  either  of  these  points.  This 
'^^'i^ience  shows  that  trains  from  each  of  these  terminal  points  were  habitually  and  indefi- 
n;^v  delayed  beyond  the  schedule  time  for  the  departure  of  the  train,  and  it  could  not  have 
'K'en  otherwise  than  a  nuisance  to  the  passengers  on  the  train.  When  tliis  disregard  of  the 
**^hedule  time  was  thus  shown  in  the  starting  of  the  train  from  the  two  terminal  points,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  train  was  in  general  at  war  with  the  time  table  alj  the  way  from  Selma  to 
"'ne  Apple  at  all  intermediate  stations,  and  that  the  few  exceptions  were  where  it  arrived 
a*  any  station  on  schedule  time.  Nor  can  it  be  said  in  palliation  of  this  that  the  service 
required  of  trains  on  this  rail  road  is  excessive,  for  the  reverse  is  true.  The  average  service 
01  ninning  a  freight  train  is  one  hundred  miles  per  day  of  twelve  hours.  The  average 
service  of  running  a  combination  passenger  and  freight  train  on  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  rail 
•^wd,  which  makes  the  same  time  as  a  freight  train,  is  only  sixty-four  miles  per  day  of  twelve 
hours,  assuming  as  a  basis  the  service  of  one  week  ;  and  as  engine  service  is  reported  by  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  system,  in  the  J^aii  Road  Gaxette,  for  June,  1881,  as  being  the  lowest 
service  required  of  engines  on  any  of  their  roads.  It  is  but  just  to  the  company  to  say  in 
this  connection  what  is  not  genenilly  known  to  the  public,  that  the  time  table  of  a  rail  road 
•or  the  running  of  trains  is  made  for  an  estimated  average  of  business.     It  may  therefore 
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occasionallj  occur  that  on  a  trip  where  there  is  a  most  unusual  and  unexpected  amount  of 
business  it  is  impos'^ible  to  keep  the  trains  strictly  on  schedule  time  at  every  intermediate 
station  along  the  road  ;  but  according  to  a  well  regulated  schedule  these  occasional  instances 
should  be  very  rare.  A  delay  of  a  few  minutes  behind  shedule  of  a  train  in  reaching  an 
intermediate  station  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 

The  other  question  presented  is  as  to  having  a  station  house   and  agent  at  Pleasant  Hill 
station.     This  station  is  twenty -seven  miles  from  the  city   of  Selma,  five  miles  north  from 
Minter  station,  three  miles  south  from  the  flag  station  at  King's  crossing,  and  about  eight 
miles  south  of  the  station  at  Mush  Creek,  and  five  and  one-quarter  miles  from  the  village  of 
Pleasant  Hill.      It  is  the  station  for  Pleasant  Hill  village,  with  a  good  road  between  the  two 
points.    There  is  a  station  house  and  agent  at  Minter  and  also  at  Mush  Creek.      Pleas^ant 
Hill  vil Age  is   a  place  of  three  hundred  inhabitants,  and  five  stores,  which  dfo- a  busine«« 
annually  of  $60,000  aud  receives  annually  about   eight  hundred  bales  of  cotton.      From 
Pleasant  Hill  village  to  Minter  is  ten  miles,  with  two  creeks  to  cross,   Dry  Cedar  and  6i> 
Cedar,  and  over  a  very  bad  road  in  winter.      From   Pleasant  Hill  village  to  the  flag  station 
at  King's  crossing  is  about  seven   miles,  over  a   bad  road  in  winter.      The  distance  from 
Pleasant  Hill  village  to  Mush  Creek  station  is  about  ten  miles  and  the  road  in  winter  is  bad. 
Within  a  radius  of  five  miles  of  Pleasant  Hill  village,  pne-half  of  the  land  is  in  cultivation- 
chiefly  in  cotton,  and  it  is  estimated  produces  annually  on  an  average  from   fifteen  hundrtd 
to  two  thousand  bales  of  cotton  ;  and  it  is  estimated  that  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  around 
Pleasant  Hill  station  there  is  produced  an  annual  average  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  bales  o: 
cotton.     The  evidence  shows  tliat  cotton  and  other  freight  placed  at  Pleasant  Hill  stallcn 
for  shipment  has  to  be  guarded  by  the  shipper  frequently  for  a  whole  night,  and  sometime* 
longer  ;  and  the  evidence  tends  strongly  to  show  that  the  public  at  Pleasant  Hill  village  an* 
frequently  greatly   inconvenienced  in   receiving  their  mails   on  account  of  irregularity  oi 
trains.     The  cost  of  carrying  this  cotton  to  Selma  by  hauling  it  to  Pleasant  Hill  depot  and 
shipping  it  over  this  rail  road  is  one  dollar  and  five  cents  per  bale,  while  the  cost  of  haifling 
it  to  Selma  by  wagon  is  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  bale.     Yet,  owing  to  the  wan: 
of  a  station  house  at  Pleasant  Hill  depot  and  an  agent  there,  it  is  estimated   that  only 
between  two  and  three  hundred  hales  of  this  cotton  will  be  shipped  to  Sehna  over  thla  mu 
road  this  season,  and  the  balance  is  being  hauled  to  Selma  on  wagons,  except  about  fift> 
bales,  which  will  be  shipped  to  Mobile  by  the  Alabama   river.     In  addition    to  this,  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  another  cause  why  this  cotton  is  not  shipped  to  Selma  over  this  rail  'o.id. 
is  that  it  is  frequently  the  case  that  cars  cannot  be  obtained  to  haul  it  under  a  period  of  two 
days  after  application  made  for  this  purpose  ;  and  that  the  rail  road  has  attempted  to  rerae^iy 
this  by  running  a  special  train  every  Sunday  fcir  the  last  two  months,  except  last  Sunday « 
for  the  purpose  of  gathering  up  the  cotton   along  the  line  of  this  road,  and  bringing  it  to 
Selma.     Chiefly  from  the  want  of  a  station  house  and   agent  at  Pleasant  Hill  depot  all  tin- 
goods  in  the  stores  at  Pleasant  Hill  village  are   hauled  by  wagon  from  Selma,  Benton  and 
King's  landing.     Between  Pleasant  Hill  depot  and  the  city   of  Selma  there  are.  on  this  rai' 
road,  the  following  stations  :     King's  Crossing,   Mush  Creek,  Jones',  Reynolds'   and   Gulf 
Station  ;  and  of  these  Mush  Creek  is  a  regular  station  with  a  station  house  and  agent ;  hw 
there  is  a  larger  businebS  done  by  the  rail  road  at  Pleasant  Hill  station  than  at  any  of  thcN^ 
There  is  also  a  consideruble  passenger  business   done   by   the  rail   road   at  Pleasant   Hii' 
station  ;  and  there   is  also  evidence  that  many  of  the  people  about  Pleasant   Hill   villa;;e 
travel  to  Selma  in  buggies  and  otherwise  rather  than  on   the  rail  road,  because  the  runnini; 
of  the  trains  are  so  irregular  and  frequently  arrive  at  Pleasant  Hill  depot  after  night  and 
behind  schedule  time. 

Several  objections  are  made  by  the  company  to  erecting  a  station  house  and  having  an 
agent  at  Pleasant  Hill  depot,  and  we  will  consider  these  separately* 

The  first  objection  is  tliat  there  is  not  enough  business  at  that  point  to  warrant  such  an 
expenditure.  We  have  carefully  considered  this  and  feci  satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  i! 
is  without  just  foundation.  The  evidence  shows  that  if  a  cheap  and  yet  suitable  station 
house  sufficient  for  the  business  at  that  station  is  placed  there,  and  with  an  agent,  that  it  will 
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very  greatly  increase  tlie  business  now  done  by  the  company  at  that  station,  and  benefit  the 

company  pecuniarily  quite  as  much  as  the  community.     With  such   a   station  house  and 

agent,  taking  the  evidence  in  view,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  we  feel  satisfied  the  annual  gross 

receipts  of  the  company  at  that  station  would  be  about  two  thousand  dollars,  and  probably 

more,  where  in  point  of  fact  they   are  now   only   perhaps   about  half  that  amount.     The 

endence  shows  that  even  when  a  section  boss*  cook  remained  at  this  station  in  an  old  house 

and  looked  after  freight  there  in  the  year  1879,  that  the  business  done  there  by  the  company 

that  year,  in  cotton  alone,  was  about  seven  times  as  much  as  it  is  this  season,  although  the 

freight  charges  on  cotton  from  this  station  to  Selma  were  then  one   dollar  and  twenty -five 

cents  per  bale  and  now  they  are  only  eighty -five  cents  per  bale. 

The  next  objection  made  by  the  company  is,  that  Pleasant  Hill  station  being  in  Big  Cedar 

creek  ralley,  and  near  that  stream,  is  in  a  very  unhealthy   place.     But  the  evidence  shows 

that  Mr.  Richardson,  a  section  boss  of  the  company,  lived  there  for  six  or  seven  years  past, 

And  that  the  company   never  moved    him  away   from  there  until  last   summer  and   then 

located  him  in  the  same  valley  and  not  far  from   the  same  creek,  and  there  is  no  evidence 

;hat  he  ever  suffered  from  sickness  while  there.     The  evidence  does  show  that  this  station  is 

iQamalarial  district  and  that  it  is  not  in  a  very  healthy  place,  but  Dr.  J.  A.  Wood  who  is  a 

practicing  physician  in  that  neighborhood  and  has  been  long  and  well  acquainted  with  that 

vicinity,  testifies  that  it  is  as  healtliy  a  place  as  any   along  the   rail  road  within  six  or  eight 

miles  of  where  this  station  is  situated.     Many  other  stations  in  districts  as  strongly  infected 

vth  malaria  as  this  are  maintained  with  station  houses  and  agents,  such  for  instance   as 

Shorter's  ^iation  and  Cowles  station,  on  the    Western  Rail    Road,  and  many  others  that 

':ii?ht  be  named.     There  is   no   insurmountable  difficulty    in  the  way  of  maintaining   the 

agency  on  this  score.     At  all  events  the  agency  could   be  maintained  without  any  diflSculty 

^Mo  this  objection,  from  the  Commencement  of  the  business   season   in  the  fall,  until  hot 

vcaiher  the  next  spring,   and  then  if  good  cause  exists  for   discontinuing  the   agency   on 

ivcount  of  sickness   during  hot  weather,    it  might   be  done.      Many  stations    in  malarial 

w>inct8  are  maintained  with  agents  this  way. 

Tiie  remaining  objection  of  the  company  is  that  its  expenditures  on  this  road  last  year 
exceeded  its  receipts.  This  is  true,  but  these  expenditures  consis^ted  largely  of  necessary 
cpairs,  and  were  exceptional  and  extraordinary. 

And  these  expenditures  embrace  the  southern  division  of  this  rail  road,  as  well  as  the 
Pine  Apple  division,  and  there  is  ho  evidence  before  us  that  the  expenses  of  operating  the 
Pin^r  Apple  division  amount  to  as  much  or  more  than  the  receipts. 

Upon  all  the  evidence  we  have  no  doubt  whatever,  that  it  is  a  plain  duty  the  company 
<)Hei)the  public  to  establish  a  station  house  and  agency  at  Pleasant  Hill  depot,  and  that  it 
*"'li  benefit  the  company  pecuniarily  in  a  marked  degree  to  do  so,  and  that  it  w  ill  increase 
ind  develop  its  business  at  that  point ;  and  in  our  judgment  the  company  should  do  this 
».thout  any  delay  and  with  all  convenient  speed ;  and  further,  that  this  company  should 
Joftlmith  require  its  trains  upon  this  rail  road  to  be  operated  with  more  regularity,  and 
more  in  accordance  with  its  published  time  table.  According  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
Tiil  road  is  being  operated  at  present,  as  shown  by  the  evidence,  it  is  not  strange  that  people 
whoresid«  at  Pleasant  "Hill  village  and  in  that  vicinity,  prefer  to  ride  to  Selma  in  buggies 
::i>tead  of  traveling  on  the  rail  road,  and  haul  their  cotton  and  goods  in  wagons  in  prefer- 
ence to  shipping  over  the  rail  road,  but  it  would  be  still  more  strange  if  they  should  act  other- 
'''i»e.    It  is  but  the  natural  resentment  of  manhood  and  intelligence. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate   Commissioners. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Samuel  Smyley  and  others   v.   The  Pensacola  &  Seln-.n 

Rail  Road  Company. 

To  the  LouiKville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  a  corporation  incorporated  under  and 
hy  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  its  officers  and  agent*  engaged  in 
the  operation  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road.  And  to  the  Pensacola  &  Seln;?. 
Rail  Road  Company,  its  officers  and  agents.  Greeting  : 

This  iti  to  notify  you  and  each  of  you  that  after  having  heard  and  considered  all  ihf 
evidence  adduced  by  you  as  well  as  by  tlie  petitioners  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Smyly  and  others  against  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road  Company  in  reference  to  the 
building  of  a  station  house  and  maintaining  an  agency  at  Pleasant  Hill  depot  on  the  lineoi 
said  last  named  rail  road  in  Dallas  county,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  also  in  reference  to 
irregularity  in  the  running  of  trains  on  said  rail  road  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  pub 
lished  schedules  of  said  last  named  company  it  was  on  this  the  twenty-first  day  of  Decen.- 
ber  in  the  year  oi  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigthy  one  adjudged,  by  the 

Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

1.  Thiit  it  is  reasonable  and  expedient  and  just,  and  a  duty  which  the  said  the  Pensacola 

ii  Selma  Rail  Road  Company  owes  to  the  public  for  the  security,  convenience  and  accom 
modation  of  the  public,  to  erect  without  delay  a  cheap  and  suitable  station  house   sufficient 
for  the  business  of  kaid  station  and  to  keep  an  agent  at  said  station  to  attend  to  the  businc-^ 
of  the  public  with  said  company  at  said  station. 

2.  That  it  is  reasonable,  expedient  and  just  and  a  duty  which  the  said  the  Pensacola  ^ 
Selma  Rail  Road  Company  owes  to  the  public  for  the  security,  convenience  and  accommoda 
tion  of  the  public  to  forthw^ith  require  its  officers  and  agents  operating  trains  on  said  rail 
road  to  run  said  trains  with  greater  regularity  and  more  in   accordance  with  the  published 
schedules  of  said  company  than  is  now^  done. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  the  said  Rail  Road  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 
have  hereto  subscribed  our  names  at  our  office  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  in  said  State,  on 
thih  the  twenty -first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty  one. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pre*;ident  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 

jAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissers 


COXSTRUCTIOX   OF  THE  STATUTE  IN  REFERENCE  TO  NOTIFYING  A 
RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY  TO  FENCE  A  PORTION  OF  ITS  LINE. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Ann  G.  Lyon,  relative  to  having  the  Alabama  Central  Rail 
Road,  now  operated  by  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company* 
fence  a  portion  of  its  road  running  through  her  plantation  near  the  city  of  Demopolis. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1881. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

A  notification  to  a  rail  road  company  to  fence  a  portion  of  its  road  to  be  designated  by 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  under  the  24th  section  of  the  act  approved  February 
26, 1881,  providing  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies,  and  persons  operating  rail  roads 
in  this  State,  is  an  exercise  by  the  State  of  the  police  power. 

It  is  a  special  proceeding  in  which  there  is  no  trial  by  jury,  no  trial  even  by  a  court,  no 
appeal,  and  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  statute  is  to  be  performed  by  a  board  of  State  officers 
cxtnzising  powers  of  a  ^»a.rf -judicial  nature,  and  in  a  summary  manner. 

The  bare  statement  of  these  features  of  a  proceeding,  which  the  Legislature  in  its  wisdom 
liAs  devolved  upon  this  board,  renders  it  necessary  according  to  all  the  known  rules  of  law 
Iwring  upon  proceedings  of  a  special  and  extraordinary  character,  that  every  safeguard 
compatible  with  an  efficient  and  proper  administration  of  the  sUitute  should  be  thrown  around 
^  proceeding.  Around  the  narrow  limits  of  every  such  proceeding  the  law  rings  the  danger 
ikUand  takes  nothing  for  granted,  and  requires  every  essential  requisite  to  be  clearly  estab- 
li^bed  before  any  such  notification  can  be  issued. 

The  language  of  this  section  shows  tlic  Legislature  in  enacting  it  never  intended  anything 
fix?  but  that  it  should  receive  this  construction,  and  be  administered  in  this  manner,  because 
i*  expressly  declares  that  the  Commissioners  must  find  it  "necessary"  that  such  fence  should 
*  erected  before  any  such  notification  shall  be  issued.  No  stronger  word  than  this  word 
"necessary"  could  have  been  used  by  the  Legislature  in  connection  with  such  a  proceeding, 
and  no  tribunal  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  execute  or  construe  this  statute,  will  ever  know  better 
the  rules  of  law  governing  such  a  proceeding,  than  tlie  Legislature  did  in  enacting  it.  It 
int-ans  that  the  evidence  which  warrants  the  issuance  of  any  such  notification  must  be  clear 
and  uumistakable  that  the  necessity  for  it  actually  exists.  A  furtlier  indication  that  such  was 
int  intention  of  the  Legislature,  is  seen  in  another  provision  of  this  section,  which  requires 
'hat  in  the  notification  the  Commissioners  shall  designate  the  portion  of  the  "  road  to  be 
ttnced.''  That  is,  the  Commissioners  shall  point  out  with  particularity  to  the  rail  road  com- 
par.v  in  their  notification  exactly  what  portion  of  the  road  should  be  fenced. 

A  fence  of  this  description  is  expensive,  and  no  matter  what  the  form  of  proceeding,  or 
Wore  what  tribunal  it  may  be,  a  rail  road  company  ought  not  in  a  compulsory  manner  be 
itquired  to  incur  such  expense,  unless  the  necessity  for  it  is  clearly  established.  Ordinarily 
»tis  a  wire  fence,  and  costs  about  $487  a  mile. 

When  we  consider  the  above  |)rovision8  of  this  statute,  and  the  rules  of  law  governing  such 
3  proceeding,  to  which  we  have  adverted,  we  can  not  issue  the  notification  prayed  for  in  this 
petition.  We  can  not  say  from  the  original  and  amended  petition  and  evidence,  with  the 
requisite  certainty  what  portion  or  portions  of  this  rail  road  this  company  ought  to  fence,  and 
^he  necessity  for  it  is  not  shown  to  exist  as  clearly  as  should  be  done  in  a  proceeding  of  this 
nature. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissionefs. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  D.  F.  Prout  relative  to  having  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road 
Company  fence  a  portion  of  its  road  running  through  his  land  in  Marengo  counb 
Alabama. 

Heard  before  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1881. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

The  petitioner  D.  F.  Prout,  resides  in  Dcmopolis,  Alabama.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  plantation 
situated  between  that  city  and  the  Tombigbee  river.  The  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  runs 
across  this  plantation  near  its  center  from  east  to  west,  a  distance  estimated  at  from  one  mile 
to  one  mile  and  one-eighth.  On  the  south  side  of  this  road  the  petitioner  has  a  stock  fami 
on  which  he  is  raising  improved  stock  ;  and  on  the  north  side  of  this  road  the  petitioner  ha< 
planted  his  land  largely  with  guinea  grass  and  clover,  for  the  purpose  of  using  it  as  a  stock 
farm.  The  petitioner  has  been  compelled  to  erect  a  fence  along  the  entire  line  of  this  road 
where  it  crosses  his  plantation  on  the  south  side  to  protect  his  stock  from  being  injured  bv 
the  trains  of  the  rail  road. 

He  has  erected  no  fence  on  the  north  side  of  the-  road  because  he  has  not  yet  placed  his 
stock  there  and  cannot  do  so  with  safety  to  his  stock  until  a  fence  is  built.  The  lence  on  tJic 
south  side  was  first  built  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  about  five  years  ago  it  became  necessary 
to  build  it  again.  The  petitioner  is  the  owner  of  about  one  hundred  sheep,  about  one  hun- 
dred cattle  and  about  one  hundred  hogs,  and  these  are  all  on  his  land  on  the  south  side  of  the 
rail  road.  The  petitioner  has  a  herdsman,  whose  business  it  is  to  do  nothing  else  except  to 
look  after  and  take  care  of  his  stock,  and  part  of  the  duty  of  this  herdsman  is  to  keep  this 
stock  olTtlie  rail  road  so  far  as  he  can.  The  rail  roadbed  is  constructed  on  an  embankment 
along  its  whole  route  across  petitioner's  land,  and  this  embankment  is  on  an  average  of  from 
eight  to  ten  feet  above  his  land.  On  this  embankment  and  to  protect  it  from  washing  away 
the  rail  road  company  has  planted  Bermuda  grsss,  and  this  grass  grows  luxuriantly,  and 
cattle  are  very  fond  of  it,  and  it  attracts  petitioner*!!  cattle  to  the  embankment  and  they  go 
there  to  feed  on  this  grass  and  in  that  way  are  endangered  by  passing  trains. 

Since  the  construction  of  its  road  across  petitioner's  land  the  rail  road  company  has  on 
several  occasions  settled  with  petitioner  for  stock  claimed  by  him  to  have  been  injured  by  its 
train  while  crossing  his  land  and  in  fact  have  settled  for  all  he  ever  made  any  claim  for,  but 
the  evidence  shows  no  instance  where  the  trains  of  the  company  have  injured  any  of  his  stock 
since  November,  1878. 

A  map  of  the  land  was  attached  to  the  petition  and  it  appears  from  this  anc  from  the 
evidence  tliat  the  rail  road  crosses  the  east  line  of  petitioner's  land  at  a  slough  which  is  the 
dividing  line  on  that  ^ide  between  his  land  and  the  land  of  George  G.  Lyon,  Esq.;  and  th.i^ 
the  rail  road  crosses  the  west  line  of  petitioner's  land  on  a  trestle  over  a  lake  known  as  Prout's 
lake.  A  fence  from  this  slough  to  the  beginning  of  this  trestle  over  the  lake  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  wiil  protect  stock  on  that  part  of  petitioner's  land  and  in  like  manner  a  fence 
extending  from  the  slough  to  the  beginning  of  the  trestle  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  will 
protect  the  stock  of  petitioner  on  that  portion  of  his  land.  The.  petition  seeks  to  have  the 
company  notified  to  errect  each  of  these  fences. 

About  one  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  lake  there  is  a  wagon  road  crossing  over  the  rail 
road  leading  from  the  petitioner's  land  north  of  this  rail  road  to  his  land  south  of  the  rail 
road  and  over  this  wagon  road  petitioner  hauls  his  cotton  to  be  ginned  from  his  cotton  fields 
on  the  north  side  of  the  rail  road  to  his  gin  house  which  is  on  the  land  on  the  south  side  of 
the  rail  road.  From  the  evidence  we  also  infer  that  this  wagon  road  is  also  used  for  thr 
other  purposes  of  petitioner's  plantation  for  which  such  a  road  and  crossing  would  naturally 
be  used.  The  petition  asks  that  the  company  may  also  be  notified  to  build  one  gate  in  each 
of  these  fences  at  this  wagon  road  crossing. 

We  have  considered  this  petition  and  the  evidence  and  in  our  opinion  it  is  necessary  tliat 
Ihc  rail  road  company  should  erect  a  fence  on  the  north  side  of  its  roadbed  from  the  slough 
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to  the  beginning  of  the  trestle  above  mentioned  across  the  land  of  petitioner,  such  fence  to  be 
sufficient  to  protect  stock,  with  a  gate  at  said  wagon  road  crossing  suitable  in  width  fot 
wagons  to  pass  through  and  we  issue  a  notification  in  writing  to  the  company  to  this  eifecr 
descriptive  of  said  fence  and  gate  and  the  point  at  which  such  fence  shall  begin  and  the  line 
ilong  which  it  shall  run  and  the  point  at  which  it  shall  terminate. 

We  decline  to  issue  a  notice  to  said  company  to  erect  a  fence  or  gate  on  the  south  side  of 
its  roadbed  running  across  the  land  of  petitioner  because  there  h  already  a  fence  there,  built 
bv  petitioner,  and  we  find  no  present  necessity  for  an  additional  fence  on  that  side. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  thirty  days  would  be  a  reasonable  time  within  which  for  said 
company  to  erect  said  fence  and  gate  on  the  north  side  of  said  rail  road,  namely,  the  thirty 
divs  which  will  elapse  between  the  fourth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1881,  and  the  fourth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  1881. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


Office  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Alabamx,  October  Sn,  1881. 

To  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  its  officers  and  its  agents 
operating  The  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road,  which  last  is  a  rail  road  extending  from 
the  City  of  Selma  in  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Alabama  at  its 
western  boundary  and  thence  to  the  City  of  Meridian  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
now  known  as  the  Alabama  Central  Division  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  & 
Georgia  Rail  Road  Company. 

This  is  to  notifj'  you  that  after  a  full  and  particular  investigation  of  that  subject  wherein 
testimony  was  heard  and  considered  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  offered  as 
^ell  by  you  as  by  D.  F.  Prout  petitioner  hereinafter  named  and  which  hearing  and  investiga- 
tion was  had  and  made  by  the  said  Rail  Road  Commission  at  its  office  in  the  city  of  Mont 
gomery  in  the  State  of  Alabama  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1881,  it  was  then 
iind  there  determined  by  the  said  Rail  Road  Commission  to  be  necessary  for  you  to  erect  a 
tence  on.  the  north  side  of  your  roadbed  across  the  land  of  D.  F.  Prout,  which  land  is  situated 
in  the  Connty  of  Marengo,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  between  the  city  of  Demopolis  and  the 
Tombigbce  river.     Said  land  where  it  is  crossed  by  your  rail  road  is  bQunded  on  the  east  by 
the  land  of  George  G.  Lyon,  and  a  slough  is  the  dividing  Hne  on  that  side  between  said  lands 
of  said  Prout  and  said  Lyon,  and  on  the  west  side  where  your  rail  road  crosses  the  land  of 
'^aid  D.  F.  Prout,  said  last  named  land  is  bounded  on  that  side  by  a  lake  known  as  Prout's 
Jake  over  which  lake  your  rail  road  has  a  trestle.    The  said  fence  to  commence  at  said  slough 
at  a  point  fifty  feet  from   your  roadbed  on  the  north  side  thereof  and  to  be  erected  at  that 
distance  fcom  your  roadbed  as  near  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  make  it  so  on  account  of  excava- 
>ions  and  other  obstacles  across  said  land  and  on  the  north  side  of  your  roadbed  to  the  com- 
mencement of  said  trestle  over  said  lake,  a  distance  of  about  one  mile  and  two  hundred  yards 
trom  the  point  of  beginning  at  said  slough,  and  at  said  point  of  beginning  at  said  slough  as 
well  as  at  the  point  of  termination  at  .said  trestle,  said  fence  to  be  so  connected  with  your 
roadbed  as  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  erected,  namely,  to  keep  stock  from  the  said 
land  of  the  said  Prout  on  the  north  side  of  said  rail  road  from  going  upon  the  embankment 
and  roadbed  of  said  rail   road  along  its  line  in  crossing  said  land  between  said  slough  and 
trestle. 
The  said  fence  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  of  said  D.  F.  Prout  on  hi» 
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said  land  on  the  north  side  of  said  rail  road  from  going  upon  any  part  of  said  embankment 
or  roadbed  of  said  rail  road  between  said  slough  and  trestle. 

And  at  a  wagon  crossing  of  said  rail  road  now  on  said  land  about  one  quarter  of  a.  mile 
east  of  the  beginning  of  said  trestle,  you  to  erect  and  build  a  gate  in  said  fence  so  erected  and 
built  by  you  so  that  wagons  can  pass  through  said  gate  at  said  wagon  crossing. 

And  you  are  further  notified  that  it  was  then  and  there  determined  that  in  the  opinion  or 
said  Rail  Road  Commission,  thirty  days  will  be  a  reasonable  time  within  which  for  you  to 
erect  said  fence  and  gate  namely  the  thirty  days  elapsing  between  the  4th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  1881,  and  the  4th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1881. 

W.  L.  BRAGC, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners . 


A  RAIL  ROAD  FENXING  A  PORTION  OF  ITS  ROAD. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  George  M.  Gilmer  against   the   Montgomery  &  Eufaula 

Railway  Company.  . 

Heard  and  decided  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  February  18th,  1882. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

The  petitioner  is  a  owner  of  a  plantation  situated  in  Montgomery  County,  between  nine- 
\tn  and  twenty  miles  from  the  city  of  Montgomery.  The  road  bed  of  the  Montgomery 
and  Eufaula  railway  is  constructed  across  this  plantation  a  distance  of  about  three-fourths 
lit*  a  mile.  About  one  hundred  and  fifteen  to  twenty  acres  of  this  land,  situated  immediately 
ilongand  front;ing  upon  the  railway  is  covered  with  Bermuda  grass  for  pasture  purposes  ; 
uid  about  eighty  acres  of  this  pasture  land  has  been  grown  in  Bermuda  grass  and  used  for 
lavture  purposes  for  the  last  thirteen  years  ;  the  remaining  portion  of  this  land  has  been 
;frown  in  Bermuda  grass  more  recently.  The  petitioner  has  all  of  this  pasture  land 
enclosed  by  a  fence,  except  upon  the  side  fronting  on  the  rail  road.  Last  year  the  petitioner 
'"need  oif  a  portion  of  this  land  and  used  it  for  pasture  purposes,  and  during  the  season 
Wvured  on  it  forty -eight  head   of  cattle  ;  but   the  greater   portion  of  this  Bermuda  grass 

jr.d  was  not  used  for  pasture  purposes  and  is  still  left  lying  out,  because  the  petitioner  can- 
iot>ately  pasture  his  stock  upon  it,  on  account  of  the  running  trains  on  the  rail  road,  and  it 
>  »till  in  that  condition.  The  evidence  shows  that  within  a  period  of  four  months  last 
^^-uing  before  this  fence  was  erected,  this  company  paid  one  hundred   and  ninety -two  dol- 

ar>  for  stock  killed  and  injured  from  these  pasture  grounds  To  render  stock  secure  on  this 
'*nd  from  passing  trains  on  the  rail  road  a  fence  a  half  mile  in  length  along  the  rail  road  is 
'ccessary,  with  a  gate  at  a  road  crossing,  and  a  water  gate  if  the  fence  be  constructed  of 
-'wd.  The  cost  of  this  fence,  if  made  of  wire  fifty -two  inches  high  from  the  ground,  would 
U  about  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  dollars  ;  but  if  it  should  be  a  plank  fence  five  feet 
iiigh  then  the  evidence  does  not  show  what  the  cost  of  it  would  be.  The  petitioner  pastures 
^tockon  these  lands  from  February  and  March  in  each  year  until  November  and  December, 
iind  at  these  last  dates  sells  the  stock  out  in  market,  though  he  sells  stock  in  market  from 
time  to  time  along  during  the  season  between  spring  and  fall.  The  petitioner  has  mad« 
irrangements  to  pasture  this  land  with  a  much  larger  amount  of  stock  this  season  than  he 
Has  ever  done  before,  and  in  view  of  these  arrangements  and  the  other  facts  above  set  forth, 
-f  asks  in  his  petition  that  the  company  may  be  notified  to  fence  that  portion  of  its  road 
'nthe  Kide  next  to  this  pasture  land  for  a  distance  of  one-half  mile. 

These  are  the  substantial  and  material  facts  shown  by  the  petition,  and  the  evidence  in 
'"pportof  it,  which  is  wholly  uncontradicted  in  any  essential  particular. 

The  company  resists  the  petition  on  various  grounds  set  forth  in  its  answer  and  respecting 
^^hich  it  has  introduced  evidence. 

These  grounds  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Montgomery  county  stock  law. 

i  The  large  expense  it  would  entail  upon  the  company  to  fence  both  sides  of  its  road 
tTom  Montgomery  to  Eufaula,  nearly  all  the  way  through  an  open  country,  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  which  would  be  twenty -three  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars  for  a  three  wire 
wuce  Mr'ith  the  necessary  cattle  guards,  and  the  annual  interest  upon  which  at  eight  per  cent. 
"^ould  be  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty -two  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents.  And  it  is  urged 
«n  this  connection  that  the  company  finds  it  most  dificult  to  keep  up  the  repairs  and  improve- 
•nents  necessary  in  maintaining  the  road,  which  are  very  expensive. 

'^-  That  section  twenty-four  of  the  statute  under  which  this  proceeding  is  had,  contem' 
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plates  that  special  and  good  reasons  should  be  shown  by  an  individual  to  authorize  relief 
different  from  such  as  merely  pertain  to  the  public  generally  i  and  that  the  petition  shows 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

4.  That  every  cattle  guard  adds  an  additional  element  of  danger  to  the  traveling  public 
AS  these    structures  under    the  track    make    travel  more  hazardous. 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  jfctition  and  answer  and  all  the  evidence  in  support  of 
each  ;  and  as  every  proceeding  of  this  kind  becomes  to  some  extent  a  precedent,  to  sav*^ 
repetition  of  them  when  there  oughtto  be  no  necessity  for  it,  we  may  render  the  public  a.^ 
well  as  rail  road  companies,  a  service  by  expressing  our  views  upon  the  questions  involved 
in  this  proceeding,  which  will  be  found  to  have  a  practical  application  to  many  others  of 
the  same  kind. 

In  the  first  place  the  Montgomery  county  stock  law  is  no  defense  to  a  proceeding  ot 
this  description.  That  stock  law  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in  aid  of  agriculture  and 
to  protect  crops  from  the  depredations  of  stock  running  at  large.  It  originated  in  the 
scarcity  of  timber  to  construct  fences.  It  provided  in  substance  that  owners  should  not 
allow  their  stock  to  run  at  large  on  the  land  of  others  ;  and  if  they  did,  that  stock  so  taken 
could  be  impounded,  and  that  the  owner  of  the  stock  should  be  responsibfe  for  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  it.  It  has  no  relation  whatever  to  rail  roads.  Rail  road  companie.^ 
do  not  raise  crops  along  the  surface  of  their  road  beds,  and  can  do  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  object  of  that  local  statute  was  to  protect  crops.  The  object  of  the  twenty-fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  general  statute  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  companies  and  person^ 
operating  rail  roads  in  this  State  is  to  protect  stock  from  being  killed  or  injured  by  rail  road 
trains.  The  two  statutes  relate  to  subjects  that  are  entirely  different ;  each  has  a  separate 
field  of  operation  ;  and  one  is  in  no  way  inconsistent  or  in  conflict  with  the  other.  Neither 
the  stock  law,  nor  any  other  law,  authorizes  the  owner  of  land  to  kill  or  mutilate 
stock  belonging  to  another,  taken  in  the  act  of  committing  depredations  upon  his  crops ; 
nor  is  there  any  law  that  authorizes  a  rail  road  train  to  kill  or  mutilate  stock  because  it  i> 
found  running  at  large  on  the  road  bed. 

The  view  we  have  taken  of  this  branch  of  this  proceeding  is  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alabama  in  the  case  of  Winston  Jones  vs.  The 
Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  Company,  decided  at  the  December  Term,  188U,  in 
manuscript  and  not  yet  reported.  In  that  case,  a  stock  law  of  Greene  county  was  set  up  a> 
a  defense  to  a  suit  against  the  rail  road  company  for  killing  stock,  to  show  that  the  owner  o' 
the  stock  had  been  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  by  allowing  his  stock  to  run  at  largr. 
The  Supreme  court  decided  that  the  stock  law  was  enacted  to  protect  crops  and  not  to  pro- 
tect rail  road  companies  for  injuring  stock. 

As  to  the  estimated  expense  of  fencing  the  entire  road  from  Montgomery  to  Eufaula. 
nothing  of  that  kind  can  ever  occur  under  any  proper  and  just  conhtruction  of  the  present 
statute,  and  in  tlie  present  condition  of  the  country.  We  fully  concur  in  that  construction 
of  the  statute  that  special  reasons  of  a  good  and  sufficient  character  must  always  be  shown 
to  authorize  relief  in  a  proceeding  of  this  description.  But  if  the  time  should  ever  come 
when  pastures  and  stock  are  so  plentiful  along  the  line  of  this  rail  road  as  to  render  it  neces- 
sary that  this  company  should  fence  its  entire  line  from  Montgomery  to  Eufaula,  it  will  be 
in  itself  an  era  of  such  prosperity  that  this  company  in  its  multiplied  business  could  weil 
afford  to  gladly  fence  its  entire  line  in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  such  a  condition  of  affair^ 
and  to  save  itself  the  expense  of  paying  for  stock  killed  and  injured  by  its  trains  along  this 
rail  road.  As  it  is,  the  neglect  of  stock-raising  in^this  State  renders  the  instances  exceptional 
and  of  rare  occurrence  where  relief  is  asked  under  this  statute. 

And  yet  the  superintendent  of  this  company  testifies,  under  oath,  that  tiiis  company  pays 
about  as  much,  annually,  for  killing  and  injuring  stock  upon  its  road,  between  Montgomery 
and  Eufaula,  as  would  amount  to  the  interest,  at  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  fencing  the  entire  road,  on  both  sides,  between  these  two  cities. 

Some  slight  additional  hazard  to  tlie  traveling  public  may  now  and  then  occur  from  defec- 
tive cattle  guares,  but  these  are  of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  by  proper  precautions  may,  in 
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alniO!«t  every   instance,  be  successfully  guarded  against.     When   the  utmost  precautions 

known  to  human  skill  and  foresight  are  taken,  accidents  are  liable  to  occur  occasionally  on 

the  best  conducted  rail  roads,  from  such  causes  as  latent  defects  in  a  rail  or  joint,  or  a  bridge, 

or  a  trestle,  or  a  car  wheel  which  the  human  eye  of  most  practiced  experience  will  fail  to 

discover,  and  from  other  causes  that  might  be  named.     These  are  the  inevitable  hazards  of 

this  method  of  rapid  transportation,  which,   in   its  operations  and  results  in   swiftness,  is 

next  to  lightning.     We  do  not  see  that  these  hazards  would  be  materially  increased  by  the 

publishment  of  occasional  cattle  guards  where  it  is  necessary   that  this  should  be  done  for 

ihe  protection  of  stock.     One  of  the  hazards  to  travel  is  that  produced  by  stock  running  at 

iTgt  on    the  track ;  and  one  of  the   means  of  preventing  this  is  by  the  establishment  of 

uccasional  cattle  guards. 

Without  discussing  it  at  more  length,  we  may  say  that  the  evidence  clearly  and  unmis* 
ukably  establishes  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  relief  in  this  proceeding ;  and  that  we  will 
is«ue  the  notification  to  the  company  to  build  the  fence  as  provided  by  the  statute.  The 
mere  details  as  to  the  length  and  heighth  of  the  fence  will  be  set  forth  in  the  notification . 

W,  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL,       . 
Associate  Commissioners. 


Office  of  thr  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  14, 1882. 

To  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway   Company,  its  officers  and  its  agents. 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  af^er  a  full  and  particular  investigation  of  that  subject  wherein 
trtimony  was  heard  and  considered  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  ^.labama,  offered  as 
well  by  you  as  by  George  N.  Gilmer,  petitioner  hereinafter  named,  and  which  hearing  and 
inveistigation  was  had  and  made  by  the  said  Rail  Road  Commission  at  its  office,  in  the  city 
ot'  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  1882,  it  was 
then  and  there  deteiTnined  by  the  said  Rail  Road  Commission,  to  be  necessary  for  you  to 
erect  a  fence  commencing  at  the  first  osage  orange  hedge  east  of  your  nineteen  mile  post 
from  the  city  of  Montgomery  on  your  railway,  going  east  in  the  direction  of  the  city  of 
F/jfaula,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  said  fence  to  commence  at  said  first  osage  orange  hedge 
or.  the  north  side  of  your  said  railway  and  to  be  built  along  your  said  railway  on  the  north 
•>i4e  thereof,  as  near  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  line  of  aaid  road  bed,  natural  obstacles 
cofuidered,  tor  a  distance  of  about  one- half  mile  from  the  starting  point  of  said  fence  to 
the  cast  side  of  your  trestle  across  a  ditch  or  slough.  The  said  fence  to  be  good  and  sufficient 
in  heighth  and  strength  to  prevent  stock  and  cattle  from  crossing  said  fence  and  entering 
upon  the  road  bed  of  your  said  railway,  from  the  adjoining  pasture  land  of  George  N. 
Gilmer.  You  are  further  notified  that  it  was  then  and  there  determined  by  said  Rail  Road 
Commission  that  it  was  your  duty  in  building  said  fence,  to  also  build  a  gate  for  wagons  at 
the  bridge  or  crossing  about  two  hundred  yards  west  of  said  trestle  which  gate  is  to  be  a 
part  of  said  fence,  and  which  gate  is  to  be  twelve  feet  wide.  And  you  are  also  further  noti- 
fied that  it  was  then  and  there  determined  by  said  Commission  that  it  was  your  duty,  in  the 
event  said  fence  is  constructed  of  plank  or  wood,  to  erect  and  construct  as  part  thereof,  a 
suitable  water  gate  at  said  ditch,  crossed  by  said  trestle,  but  that  in  the  event  you  should 
construct  said  fence  of  wire,  that  then  said  water  gate  across  said  ditch  is  unnecessary.  And 
you  are  further  notified  that  it  was  then  and  there  determined  by  said  Commission  that  a* 
period  of  thirty  days,  commencing  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1882,  and  end- 
ing on  the  t^*cnty -third  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1882,  will  be  a  sufllicient  and  reasonable  time 
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^itliin  which  for  you  to  build  said  fence,  gate  at  said  crossing,  and  said  water  gate.  And 
you  are  further  notified  that  this  notice  will  be  your  warrant  of  authority  and  protection 
for  entering  upon  said  land  and  building  said  fence,  and  gates. 

Done  at  the  office  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  the  citvot 
Montgomery,  in  said  State,  on  this,  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  liundred  and  eiglity-two. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


FREIGHT  REGULATIONS  AT  DEPOTS. 

In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  W.  H.  Bell  and  Alfred  Edwards,  relative  to  freight 
regulations  at  Benton  dep'^t,  on  the  Selma  division  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of 
Alabama. 

Disposed  of  b}'  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  October  6th,  1881. 

.V  complaint  was  made,  in  this  matter  by  W.  H.  Bell  and  Alfred  Edwards,  business  men 
uij  citizens  of  Lowndes  countv,  Alabama,  who  reside  at  Gordonsville,  in  said  countv. 

The  complaint  was  made  by  letter,  and  it  states  in  substance,  that  the  complainants 

Ttccived  their  freight  over  the  rail  road  from  its  depot  at  Benton  ;  that  they  reside  twelve 

'Stiles  froin  Benton  ;  that  they  have  mails  only  three  times  a  week  ;  that  it  is  impossible  for 

ihcm  to  know  when  their  goods  are  shipped  to  Benton  until  three  or  four  days  after  such 

shipment ;  that  frequently  they  have  goods  shipped  by  the  car  load,  and  that  the  rail  road 

voinpany  has  a  regulation  that  all  freight  must  be  removed  from  the  depot  within  twenty- 

•bur  hours  after  its  arrival,  or  that  storage  will  be  charged  upon  it  by  the  company  ;  that  it 

vas  impossible  for  them  to  comply  with  this  regulation  of  the  company  and  remove  such 

ircight  within  twenty -four  hours  after  its  arrival,  and  the  consequence  was  that  they  had  to 

p4y  storage  on  their  goods,  as  well  as  freight,  amounting  to  double  charges. 

We  had  this  matter  under  consideration  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1881,  and  we  were 
tiien  of  the  opinion  that  on  the  facts  stated  in  the  letter  that  it  was  a  case  within  our  juris- 
tiiction  under  the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  approved  February  !s26th,  1881,  providing  for 
t^«  ret^ilatiou  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State  ;  but  we 
»cre  further  of  the  opinion  that  as  it  involved  questions  that  were  ot  very  considerable 
importance  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  rail  road  companies  of  this  State,  we  preferred 
'{lat  the  complaint  should  be  made  by  petition,  so  as  to  give  the  petitioners  as  well  as  the 
rail  road  companies  a  hearing,  and  to  this  effect  we  notified  the  complainants  by  a  letter  of 
that  date. 

On  the  6th  day  of  October,  1881,  havmg  considered  this  matter  further  and  being  aware 
that  the  complainants  lived  in  a  section  of  the  country  that  would  cause  them  very  con- 
siderable inconvenience  and  expense  to  come  before  us  on  the  hearing  of  a  petition  and 
'(>nng  witnesses  with  them,  we  concluded  that  probably  it  could  be  disposed  of  without 
putting  th^m  to  any  such  inconvenience  and  expense,  and  with  this  object  in  view,  on  that 
Aiv  we  sent  a  notification  to  Theo.  Welch,  Esq.,  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  LouisviLe 
<^  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  to  appear  before  us,  which  he  did,  and  we  then  showed 
him  the  complaint  of  the  said  W.  H.  Bell  and  Alfred  Edwards,  and  we  further  stated  to 
him  what  had  occurred,  and  that  we  had  notified  the  said  complainants  to  present  their  com- 
plaint by  petition,  instead  of  by  letter,  in  order  that  both  sides  might  have  a  hearing  before 
u«.  but  that  after  considering  the  matter  further  and  being  aware  that  the  complainants 
lived  in  a  section  of  country  that  would  putthem  to  considerable  expense  and  inconvenience 
to  come  before  us  and  bring  their  witnes.ses  on  the  hearing  of  a  petition,  and  desiring  to 
Nivesuch  trouble  and  expense  if  it  could  be  done,  and  believing  that  probably  it  could  be 
JUposed  of  without  putting  the  complainants  to  such  trouble  and  expense,  we  had  notified 
him  to  come  before  us  in  order  to  give  him  our  views  upon  'he  subject,  and  to  hear  his  viewii 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  could  not  be  disposed  of  without  put- 
ting  the  complainants  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  coming  before  us  with  their  witnessen 
upon  the  hearing  of  a  petition. 

We  th'-n  stated  to  the  said  The  j.  Welch,  Es  i-,  General  Freight  Agent,  that  on  t'le  facts 
11 
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stated  in  the  letter  of  complainants,  >ve  were  ot*  the  opinion  that,  as  to  them,  and  other- 
similarly  situated  to  Benton  depot,  the  requirement  that  they  would  have  to  remove  thtir 

I  fright  from  that  depot  within  t\Venty-four  hours,  or  else  pay  storage  on  it  was  not  a  reasona 

i  ble  and  just  regulation  under  the  circumstances,  and  that  on  the  facts  of  the  case  we  though: 

that  as  to  them  and  others  similarly  situated  as  to  said  depot,  a  reasonable  and  just  regula- 

I  tion  would  be  not  to  require  them  to  pay  storage  on  freight  until  three  days  had   elap>d 

after  its  arrival  at  said  depot.     The  said  Theo.   Welch,  General  Freight  Agent,  fully  con 
curred  with  us  in  the  justness  and  reasonableness  of  this  suggestion,  and  further  said  that 
such  regulation  existed  at  such  depot,  but  that  the  agent  at  that  depot,  and    all  other  depot* 
of  the  company,  were  instructed  to  exercise  a  just  discretion  in  enforcing  it.     And  he  fur 
ther  stated  that  he  was  not  aware  that  it  had  ever  been  enforced  at  that  depot.     And  k- 
further  stated  that  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the  company,  that  this  rule  should  be 
enforced  against  persons  living  at  the  distance  from  depots  that  these  complainants  did 
And  he  further  stated  that  he  would  at  once  give  instructions  to  the  depot  agent  at  Bentoa 
to  not  charge  storage  on  freight  until  a  period  of  three  days  had  elapsed,  after  its  arrival  :i: 
that  depot,  against  persons  who  reside  in  the  country  at  a  distance  from  said  depot  like  that 
of*  the  complainants  in  this  matter. 

This  having  disposed  of  this  matter  on  the  7th  of  October,  1881,  by  letter  of  that  date 
we  notified  the  complainants  as  to  what  had  transpired  between  us  and  said  Welch,  and 
that  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  them  to  forward  us  any  petition. 

The  questions  involved  in  this  matter  being  of  such  practical  importance  to  the  public  .t> 
well  as  to  the  rail  road  companies  themselves,  we  have  thought  it  best  under  all  the  circum 
stances  to  record  our  views  on  this  subject  as  embracing  a  construction  of  one  feature  ol  tht 
twentieth  section  of  this  statute,  and  as  also  showing  the  views  and  opinions  upon  thi>  mi^ 
ject  held  by  an  able  and  experienced  rail  road  man.  who  is  the  General  Freight  Agcr*' 
representing  a  great  rail  road  company  which  now  operates  seven  of  the  rail  roads  of  ihN 
State.  After  such  an  expression  on  this  subject,  we  hope  and  believe  that  any  further  com 
plaint  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  this  kind  against  any  rail  road  company  in  this  Stitc  ^vil* 

j  be  unnecessary, 

!  .  W.  L.  BRAGG, 

I  President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 

JAMES  CROOK, 

j  CMAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioner> 


REGULATIONS  FOR  SALE  OF  PASSENGER  TICKETS 


WHAT  ARE  "  BUSINESS  HOURS. 


Ill  the  matter  of  T.   S.   Davant,  Assistant  General   Passenger  Agent  of  the   Memphis   & 

Charleston  Rail  Road  Company. 

Disposed  of  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  December  5th,  18S2. 

Opinion  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

A  printed  notice,  published  by  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road,  now  Inking  operated 
b\  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  announces  to  the  public  the 
1  Allowing  regulation  : 
■*Tickete?  must  be  bought  of  agents  during  business  hours." 

We  are  asked  to  approve  this  as  a  reasonable  and  just  regulation . 

This  regulation  is  obnoxious  to  several  serious  objections.  It  is  in  terms  entirely  too 
:Tiiftinite.  What  are  "business  hours  .'*'  How  is  the  public  to  know  M'hat  they  are  ?  The 
•Hjtuie  does  not  state.  X  notice  of  this  kind  which  informs  the  public  that  tickets  must  be 
tJDUiiht  of  agents  during  "  business  hours"  should  at  least  state  what  these  "  business  hours" 
ar»f.  in  order  that  persons  desiring  to  purchase  tickets  may  know  when  they  can  obtain  them. 

Another  objection  to  this  reguLition  is  that  we  know  the  tickets  are  already  printed  and 
'ii.T.ed,  and  all  the  agent  has  to^do  in  issuing  a  ticket  is  to  stamp  it,  which  is  but  the  work  of 
sn  instant,  and  is  of  the  most  simple  charcter.  Now  we  know  that  in  general,  the  agent  at 
•ricxt  of  the  depots  is  required  by  the  company  at  all  hours  of  the  night  to  see  that  switches 
for  approaching  trains  are  in  proper  condition,  and  to  handle  and  take  charge  of  mail  and 
express  matter,  and  on  many  of  the  roads  to  telegraph  arrival  and  departure  of  trains.  All 
rhivis  usually  done  by  the  agent  at  each  of  the'depots  and  it  is  required  of  him  by  the  com- 
pany, and  for  the  company.  We  do  not  see  under  such  circumstances  what  there  is  that 
would  be  unreasonable,  or  unjust  in  requiring  such  agent,  to  occupy  at  most  a  few  minutes 
'«*  his  time,  if  necessary,  in  stamping  a  tew  tickets  for  passengers  on  the  approach  of  the 
'rain  no  matter  what  the  hour  of  the  night  may  be.  He  can  do  it  just  as  well  as  not.  He 
has  to  be  awake  anyhow  to  do  the  other  matters  we  have  named  for  the  company,  and  we  do 
tat  see  why  under  such  circumstances  he  may  not  do  this  one  small  act  for  the  convenience 
And  accommodation  of  the  traveling  public.    « 

The  business  of  a  rail  road  in  transporting  passengers  embraces  all  hours  of  the  night  as  well 
.•£«>day.  To  say  that  the  company  will  attend  to  this  business  properly,  and  for  the  conven- 
'fnceofthe  public  during  daylight,  but  will  not  do  so  at  night,  is  for  the  company  to  accept 
the  benefit  of  night  travel,  and  yet  repudiate  its  own  undertaking  as  to  furnishing  proper 
ucilities  for  the  public  who  wish  to  travel  at  night.  If  raiKroad  companies  will  not  require 
their  agents  to  furnish  the  traveling  public  with  tickets  at  night,  then  they  ought  to  stop  run- 
ning their  trains  at  night.  In  other  words,  they  ought  not  to  do  business  at  any  ti^iie  when 
"'H'y  are  unwilling  to  perform  their  duty  in  regird  to  that  business.  Those  who  undertake 
And  hold  themselves  out  to  serve  the  public  in  any  particular  business  have  no  right  to  estab- 
ii>h  what  they  call  "  business  hours,*' which  will  prevent  them  from  performing  duties  they 
owe  the  public  in  the  transaction  of  that  very  business. 

If  by  this  regulation  is  meant  that  the  company  will  not  have  its  office  open  and  requires 
It*  agent  to  sell  a  passenger  a  ticket  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or*  night,  upon  the  approach  or 
arrival  of  a  train  at  one  of  its  depots  where  there  is  a  ticket  office,  then  we  consider  it  an  unjust 
and  unreasonable  regulation  and  one  which  we  cannot  approve.     We   understand   that   the 
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object  and  purpose  of  the  regulation  is  that  the  company  will  select  for  itself,  and  to  suit 
its  own  convenience,  certain  houi  sin  the  d^y  and  early  part  of  the  night,  when  it -will  sell 
tickets  to  travelers  on  its  trains.  We  can  not,  and  will  not,  give  our  sanction  to  any  ^^uch 
rule. 

W.  L.  BRAGG. 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioner^. 
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DISCUSSIONS  ON  pass?:nger  fare  reductions 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  July  29th,  1881. 

M'.  A.   Bragg^  Esq.^  President  Rail  Road 

Com  mission  ^    Montgomery^  A/ttbamtt, 

PEAR   Sir  : 

RATES. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  earnestly  request  that  you  withdraw  your  recom. 
nwndation  that  rates  be  reduced  in  the  State  of  Alabama  to  three  cents  per  mile  for  the  fol- 
>owing  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  viz  : 

I.  It  can  be  clearly  demonstrated  that  the. rate  is  not  a  reasonable  compensation  for  ser- 
vice performed.  It  is  shown  in  reports  submitted  to  your  committee  in  regard  to  revenue 
on  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  for  six  months,  and  the  passenger  department  of 
ihUUne  stands  ready  to  give  you  if  required,  further  proof  in  this  direction. 

On  the  principal  rail  road  lines  in  the  United  States  running  through  the  more  densely 
populated  portions  of  the  same,  there  is  only  oqe  line  whose  tariff  for  local  business  is  less 
*lun  three  cents  per  mile. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  Chicago  &  Alton,  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph,  Chicago  & 
North  Western,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  Michigan  Central,  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne 
i'  Chicago,  Pittsburg.  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis,  Ohio  &  Mississippi,  Lake  Shore,  Erie, 
Pennsylvania  Central,  Marietta  &  Cincinnati,  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  Philadelphia,  Wilmington 
1  Baltimore,  Boston  &  Maine,  Boston  &  Albany,  New  York  &  New  Haven,  and  all  rail 
'inen  with  the  exception  of  the  New  York  Central,  charge  three  cents  per  mile. 

These  lines  are  running  through  States  whose  population  to  the  square  mile  is  largely  in 
^\ccs*  of  that  of  Alabama.  The  lines  above  mentioned  in  the  West  are  running  under  a 
uriff  made  by  Granger  laws.  If  these  lines  in  populous  countries  find  that  the  three  cents 
per  mile  passenger  rate  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  first-class  service,  can  it  be 
reasonably  exp>ected  that  the  same  rate  will  be  found  remunerative  on  lines  which  run 
through  a  country  sparsely  populated,  and  whose  population  does  not  favorably  compare  in 
prosperity  with  that  of  the  West  } 

It  the  Granger  laws  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  Minnesota  and  other  prosperous  and  well  popu- 
lated States  in  the  Northwest  find  three  centfi  to  be  a  reasonable  rate,  can  it  be  justly  said 
''it  U  a  reasonable  rate  in  Alabama  ? 

1  Its  effect  will  be  injurious  to  your  citizens  rather  than  beneficial.  No  rail  road  cor- 
poration can  afford  to  offer  facilities  in  transportation  for  which  it  (Joes  not  receive  a  con- 
••ideration  to  make  it  profitable.  If,  as  it  is  shown  in  the  statement  submitted  to  you,  that  the 
Mobile  &  Montgomery  division  of  this  company  lost  over  $9,000  in  six  months  running  two 
tlaily  passenger  trains  on  that  division,  and  this  when  the  local  tariff  was  five  cents  per 
mile,  how  can  it  afford  to  adopt  a  three  cent  rate  and  furnish  the  same  facilities  ? 

From  these  figures  it  will  plainly  appear  that  the  passenger  service  must  be  reduced  if  the 
t ompensation  for  the  same  is  fixed  as  you  recommend .  The  company  will  be  forced  to  run 
one  daily  train  over  its  line  in  y  our  State  at  a  high  rate  of  speed  in  the  transportation  of 
through  business,  and  the  United  States  mail,  stopping  only  at  prominent  points,  and  the 
entire  local  business  will  be  forced  to  passenger  cars  on  freight  trains,  which  will  greatly 
inconvenience  your  citizens.  In  other,  and  perhaps  plainer  terms,  it  will  be  impossible, 
without  maintaining  great  loss  to  the  company,  to  keep  up  two  first-class  passenger  trains 
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in  vour  State  at  the  rate   voii   recommend,  and  the  service  must  necessarily  be  made  com- 
mensurate  with  the  revenue. 

II.  The  reduction  of  expenses  forced  on  the  company  would  deprive  you  of  the  doulile 
dailv  mail  service  in  connection  with  the  entire  North  and  West,  and  in  this  wav  mav  K- 
damaging  to  your  commercial  interests. 

4.  The  issuing  of  any  special  rates,  mileage  tickets,  commutation  ticltets,  or  any  class  o! 
redqced  rates  for  commercial  purposes,  would  necessarily  be  withdrawn  from  all  points 
where  your  recommended  rate  took  effect.  This  would  be  done  for  no  other  reason  save 
that  of  self  protection.  We  could  not  offer  a  rate  of  two  and  one-half  cents  per  mile  t<i 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  vour  State  when  our  local  reduced  to  three  cent>.  li. 
this  way  your  action  wouki  place  the  merchants  of  your  State  in  a  di.->advantageous  position 
in  comparison  with  those  of  others  on  different  portions  of  this  line. 

5.  There  is  in  your  State  a  class  of  travel,  especially  on  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery 
division,  to  whom  we  sell  second-class  tickets  at  reduced  rates  simply  for  the  purjiose  n: 
forcing  them  to  ride  on  the  forward  or  second-class icar. 

With  the  proposed  reduction  you  could  not  expect  this  class  to  receive  a  reduced  rale. 
They  would  purchase  first-class  tickets  and  occupy  seats  in  the  ladies  car,  greatly  to  tht 
annoyance  of  your  first-class  passengers. 

().  It  will  in  a  word,  be  a  detriment,  rather  than  a  benefit  to  your  State,  if  your  recom- 
mendations to  the  rail  roads  force  passenger-  rates  that  are  not  remunerative,  as  shown. 
The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  are  willing,  and  have  made  a  great  reduc 
tion  in  passenger  rates  to  take  effect  August  1st,  reducing  straight  K^cal  tariffs  from  five 
cents  to  four  cents  per  mile,  putting  on  sale  round  trip  tickets  from  all  stations  to  all  station- 
at  three  and  one-half  cents  per  mile.  Example:  the  present  cost  of  making  trip,  Montgomen 
to  Mobile  and  return,  is  $18  00  ;  after  the  ist  August,  by  purchasmg  round  trip  ticket,  ihc 
cost  will  ])e  $12  60,  or,  on  a  mileage  ticket,  $9  00 — ^just  half  the  present  local  rate.  We 
respectfully  request  that  this  company  be  allowed  to  maintain  rates  taking  effect  August  Nt. 
to  test  whether  a  reduction  can  be  made,  and  first-class  passenger  service  maintained. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  P.  AT  MORE, 

G.  P.  A. 

With  said  letter,  and  as  sustaining  the  positions  assumed  in  it,  Mr.  Atmore  .submitted  io 
the  Commission  the  following  telegrams  bearing  upon  the  questions  involved  : 

(By  Telegraph) 

LoiisviLLK,    August  1st,  1881. 

To  A'   I".  //.  Carpenter^  General  Passenger  Agent ^ 

» 
C/iicagOj  Milvjaukee  dr  St.  Paul  Rail  Road^  Afilwauke.e,  WisconstH. 

Alabama  Rail  Road  Commission  desire  to  place  local  rates  in  that  State  at  three  cents  per 
mile.  I  claim  that  this  is  not  a  remunerative  rate.  Will  you  please  wire  me  loss  or  gain  to 
your  company  under  Granger  laws  of  Iowa  forcing  you  to  a  rate  of  three  cents  per  mile  local, 

(Signed)  C.  P.  ATMORE. 

MiLWAiKEE,  August  1st,  1881. 
C.  p.  Atmore  : 

We  have  not  been  reduced  to  three  cents  per  mile  in  Iowa.    'For  one  year  we  were  forced 

to  that  rate  in  Wisconsin  ;  we  estimated  our   loss  that  year  by  it  to  be  one  hundred  and 

twentv  thousand  dollars. 

A.  V.  H.  CARPENTER. 


167 

(Bv  Telegraph) 

t 

Louisville,  August  1st,  1881. 

ff  .4.   Thralls  ( winner al  TicKwf  Aj^cut, 

Chii'ni^o  i£'  North   Wvsttru   RaiJ  Roo(f,  C/a'aisro,  Illinois' 

Alabama  Rail  Road  Coininission  desire  to  place  local  rates  in  that  State  at  three  centb 
•  ;:r  mile.  I  claim  that  this  is  not  a  remunerative  rate.  Will  you  please  wire  nie  loss  or  gain 
f  1  sour  company  under  Granger  laws  of    Iowa  forcing  you  to  a  rate  of  three  cents  per  mile 

(Signed)  C.  P.  ATMORE. 

CjncA(K),  Illinois,  August  1st,  1881. 

f-    (I.  P.  Aim  ore,   Gvne.rai  Ticket  Agents 

Louisx'ilU\  Kentucky, 

We  have  never  made  up  a  statement  showing  the  effect  of  a  three  cent  tariff  upon  our 

r  .tnue  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  extra  travel 

'uiuceii  by  the  lower  rate.     Iknow  from  experience  that  it  is  hard  to  give  up  tne  extra  cent 

i-f  two  per  mile,  but  it  is  with  us  still  an  open  question  whether  a  three  cent  rafe  on  a  well 

-tTTk-d  line  of  railway  results  in  loss  or  gain. 

•    '  W.  A.  THRALL. 

(By  Telegraph) 

■ 

Lori.sviLLK,  August  1st,  1881. 

A  If.  Hanson^  General  Passenger  Agent, 

Illinois  Central  Rail  Road^  Chicago^  Illinois. 

Alabama  Rail  Road  Commission  desire  to  place  local  rates  in  that  State  at  three  cents  per 
mile.  1  claim  that  this  is  not  a  remunerative  rate.  Will  you  please  wire  me  loss  or  gain  to 
vour  company  under  Granger  laws  of  Iowa  forcing  you  to  a  three  cents  per  mile  local  rate. 

(Signed)  C.  P.  ATMORE- 

Chicago,  Illinoi.s,  August  2d,  1881. 

C  P.  At  more, 

Louisx'ille^  Kentucky, 

We  have  always  felt  that  the  law  obliging  us  to  charge  but  three  cents  a  mile  in  Iowa  forced 
.1  i()?»s  upon  Ufi,  but  the  amount  of  such  loss  it  would  be  impossible  to  say. 

A.  H.  HANSON. 


x* 
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STATISTICS  FURNISHED   BY   C.   P.   ATMORE,  ESQ^.,  GENERAL  PASSES" 

GER  AGENT  OF  THE   LOUISVILLE  &  NASHVILLE  RAIL  ROAD 

COMPANY  TO   THE   RAIL   ROAD  COMMISSION  OF 

ALABAMA,  IN  OPPOSITION  TO  PROPOSED 

THREE  CENT  PASSENGER   RATE   ON 

THE  SIXTH   DAY   OF  AUGUST 

A.  D.,  1881. 


LAKE   SHORE   AND  MICHIGAN  SOUTHERU  RAILWAY. 

f 

Local  Tariff  per  mile 3  centi-    J 

Miles  of  road  operated 11 77. H^    '_ 

This  line  lies  jointly  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio^  Indiana  and  Illinois 
with  average  population  of  seventy-nine  per  square  mile,  as  per  U.  S.  Census  of  1880. 
From  its  annual  report  for  year  1880, 1  take  the  following  statistics  . 

Tptal  number  of  local  passengers  carried 3228,189- 

Total  revenue  from  local  passengers $3,0554446  15 

Average  rate  per  mile 2.354  cents 

The  above  embraces  local  traffic  .of  every  description,  including  the  very  Urg«- suburban 
commutation  traffic  out  of  the  cities  of  Chicago,  Detroit,  Toledo,  Cleveland,  Erie,.  Dunkirk 
and  Buffalo. 

The  through  traffic  of  this  line  was  as  follows  : 

Total  number  of  through  passengers  carried 85,29t» 

Total  earnings  from  through  passengers  carried $    705,561  dl 

Average  rate  per  mile 1 .786  cent>i 

The  above  includes  30,910  second  class  emigrant  passengers  carried  at  vety  low  rate's  from 
licaboard  to  the  West. 

CHICAGO  AND  ALTON  RAILWAY. 

Local  tariff  per  mile 3  cents 

Miles  of  road  operated 840 

This  line  is  located  jointly  in  Illinois  and   Missouri,  with  an  average   population  of  43. i* 
per  square  mile  per  U.  S.  Census  of  1880. 
From  its  annual  report  for  1880,  I  take  the  following : 

Total  local  passengers  carried l,102,9t{B 

Total  revenue  from  local  passengers $1 ,1 23,178  95 

Average  rate  per  mile 2.633  cents 

The  above  includes  large  commutation  traffic  at  Chicago  and  St  Louis. 
The  through  passenger  traffic  was  as  follows  : 

Total  number  through  passengers  carried 100.6t^^ 

Total  revenue  of  through  passengers  carried $    501,489  I'S 

Average  rate  per  mile,  not  given. 
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MICHIGAN    CENTRAL    RAIL    ROAD. 

Local  rate  per  mile '^  cents 

Mile*i  of  road  operated 8^ 

This  line  lies  in  States  of  Michigan,  Indiana  and   Illinois,  with   an  average   population  of 
47.7  per  square  milef  per  U.S.  Censuii,  1880. 
From  its  annuar  report  for  1880,  I  take  the  following  : 

Totil  local  passengern  carried 1,477,419 

Totil  rerenue  from  local  passengers  carried f  1 ,1^84,287  96 

ATirage  rate  per  mile 2.64  cents 

The  above  includes  suburban  commutation  traffic  at  Chicago  and  Detroit  which  is  verr 
lirie.  y 

Through  passenger  traffic  was  as  follows  : 

ToUl  number  of  through  passengers 222,391 

Total  revenue  from  through  passengers $1,077,483  35 

Average  rate  per  mile 1,73  cents 

The  above  includes  79,052  seaboard  emigrants  transported  westward   at  a   very  low  rate 

P«rmile 

PITTSBURG,   CINCINNATI  AND  ST.  LOUIS  RAILWAY. 

Local  rate  per  mile 3  cent 

Mil€*of  road  operated SiOO  .9 

Tlik  line  lies  in  States  of  Ohio  and   Pennsylvania,  with  population  of  eighty  per  square 
^^,  per  census  of  1880. 
F^romitK  Annual  Report  for  1880, 1  take  the  following  : 

Todl  local  passengers  carried 686,322 

Total  revenue  from  local  passengers $  403,770  7« 

Average  rate  per  mile 2  85  cents 

The  through  passenger  traffic  was  as  follows  : 

ToUl  through  passengers 92,139 

Total  revenue  from  through  passengers $  357,070. 37 

•Vvtrage  rate  per  mile 2.6  cents 

LITTLE  MIAMI  RAIL     ROAD. 

Lt-cai  tariff  per  mile 3  cents 

Mibof  road  operated 195 .9 

This  line  lies  entirely  in  the  State  of  Ohio  with  an  average  population  of  eignty  per  square 
"^ilc,  per  census  of  1880. 
from  its  Annual  Report  for  1880,  1  take  the  following  : 

Total  number  of  local  passengers  carried 736,840 

Total  revenue  from  local  passengers  carried ♦  240,027 .32 

Average  rate  per  mile , . . .       2 .  25  cents 

The  above  includes  a  very  large  commutation  business  at  Cincinnati. 
Through  parsenger  traffic  was  as  follows  : 

Total  number  of  through  passengers  carried 98,701 

Total  revenue  from  through  passengers  carried $  217,445 .  19 

Average  rate  per  mile 2.22  cents 


A 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  MILEAGE  AND  LOCAL  EARNINGS  OF 

LINES  NAMED  BELOW  FOR  YEAR  1S80. 


NAME  OF  ROA;:5 


Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 

Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St,  Lt/uis 

Michigan  Central 

Chicago  &  Alton 

Little  Miami 

L.  &  N.  lines  in  Ala.  bet.  State  Line  and  Grand  Bav 
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Cm 

c 

53  O 

ii  X 
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'♦J 

C  X 

'Ei! 

"^ 
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J^ 
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3 

a. 
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5i  '-^ 
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0    . 

o  o 

Co 

^*^  ^ 

11  "* 

9J      C 

O           t. 

iles  o 
era  tec 

verag< 
per  m 

?  o  r 

^ 

< 
79 

cx: 

1^ 

1177.6 

$3,055,440  15 

$    2,594  8*J 

200.1)80 

403,776  7-2 

2.0f>9  8n 

804     47.7 

1,384,5^87  96 

1,721  7<» 

840 

43  9 

1,123,178  95 

1,337  10 

195.9,80 

•240.027  32 

l,22r>  25 

412 

24  9 

413,817  88 

L004  40 

Louisville  &  Nashville  revenue,  as  given  above,  is  made  up  from  actual  results  for  fir.si  <i\ 
moi\ths  of  1881,  and  such  result  doubled  to  make  estimate  for  the  full  year. 


LOriSVILLE  &  NASHVILLE    RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

Office  of  Comptroller,  Lolisville,  Ky.,  August  2,  1881. 

Statement  showing  revenue  and  expenses  of  passenger  traffic  of  line  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama from  State  Line  (Nashville  &  Decatuc  Division)  to  Grand  Bay  (New  Orleans  & 
Mobile  division)  for  six  months,  ending  December  31,  1880 — 112  miles. 

Amount  of  revenue  from  local  bu.siness $  206,908  94 

Amount  of  expense  (328,000  train  miles  at  .6201c.) 203,392  80 

Amount  of  net  earnings      $        3,51 6  14 

Amount  of  revenue  from  fc^reign  business 96,657  70 

Amount  of  expense  (328,000  train  miles  at  .2896c.)  ." 94,988  80 

Amount  of  net  earnings 1,668  ^ 


Total  net  earnings $        5,185  14 

Number  of  local  passengers  carried  one  mile 5,556,677 

Number  of  foreign  passengers  carried  one  mile 3.607,147 

ToUl 9,163,824 

T^ocal  rate  per  mile 3 .  723  cents 

Foreign  rate  per  mile 2 .  679  cents 

Average  rate  per  mile 3 . 201  cents 

7'fi  C.  P.  At  more  y  Genrrai  Passenger  Agents 

Louisville  <£•  Naskzfillv  Pail  Poad  Company, 


Average  coat  per  train  mile  .9097  cents J  foreign 


.289*) 
.6i01 

Nashville  &  Decatur 90:}« 

South  &  North 76W 

Mobile  &  Montgomery 1   .  08;-, 

New  Orleans  &  Mobile 884*2 

C.  CyJARRIER, 

Comptroller, 
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L()liSVlt.LE  &  CINXINN'ATl    SHORT    LINE-JLOUISVILLE,   CINXINNATI 

&  LEXINGTON  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Pvs*sENGER  Dei»\rtment,  S.  S.  P ARK er,  Gkner al  Passkxgf.r  andTickkt  Agext. 

Louisville,  Kkxtlcky,  Algist,  2,  1881. 

Louisx'ilh\   Kentucky. 
iH.\R  Sir  : 

IMovv  please  find  statement  of  local  passenger  traffic  on  this   line   during  the   months  cf 
inuary,  February  and  March,  1881  at  three  cents  per  mile,  compared  with    same  months 
.  -  vear  at  tbur  cents  per  mile  as  per  your  request  of  this  date  : 


passengers. 

— 

REVENUE. 

1881, 

1880. 

PER    CENT. 
INCREASE. 

5>.943 

14  208 
17.483 

1881. 

1880. 

PERCENT.  DE- 
CREASE. 

'  rvcirv. 

F'.'bmarv . 

IT 

M.irch. 

23,906 
25,449 
26,724 

23,281 
5^2,283 
22,747 

i 

I 

;i6,240  63 
17,^47  04 
16,949  85 

%         20,222  39 
18,658  95 
20,440  37 

19.691 

07 . 567 
1 7  079 

Total. 

76,139 

68,311 

11  457i 

!» 

50,437  52 

%         59.321  71 

14.976 

T-til  increase  in  passengers 11 .  457  per  cent 

' vU  decrease  in  revenue 14 .  976  per  cent 

Yours  Truly, 

S.  S.  PARKER, 
G.  P.  A. 

Thi.>  line  is  located  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  haxing  a  population  of  43  8  per  square  mile 
Alabama  ^4.9)  and  traverses  the  most  densely  populated  portion  of  the  State. 

GEORGIA    RAIL    ROAD. 

Main  line  171  miles. 

Traverses  the  counties  of  Fulton,  DeKalb,  Rockdale,  Newton,  Walton,  Morgan,  Green, 
Taliaferro,  Warren,  McDuffie,  Columbia,  Richmond,  with  an  aggregate  population  as  per 
I  nited  States  census  of  1880- of  200,735,  or  an  average  of  1,173  inhabitants  per  mile   of 

road. 

ATLANTA    AND    WE.ST    POINT    RAIL    ROAD. 

Miles,  eighty -seven. 

Traverses  the  counties  of  Troupe,  Coweta,  Campbell  and  Fulton,  with  an  aggregate  popu- 
'ilion  of  U7,780,  or  1,124  inhabitants  per  mile  of  road. 


SOUTH    AND   NORTH    ALABAMA    RAIL    ROAD. 

Miles,  183. 

Traverses  the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Elmore,   Autauga,  Chilton,   Shelby,  Jeffer>on, 
lUount,  Morgan  and  Cullman,  with  an  aggregate  population  of  172,8(X),  or  944  inhabitants 
f>er  mile  of  road. 
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Statement  showing  Total  Number  of  Regular  Full-Fare  Passengers  carried  between  all 

Monlhs,  endin;; 


TO 

• 

Revenue. 

FROM 

• 

c 
o 

a 
IS 
78 

•  ■  • 

3 
5 

"io 

"5 

# 

a 

0 
n4 

256 

2 

25 

•  •  •   • 

31 

56 

4 

28 

•  •   ■  • 

1 

c 

3 
0 

5 

1 

\f  ontfiTom^rv ••• 

$    4,450  55 

71  45 

163  75 
318  10 
202  25 
439  35 

11  10 
2,265  05 

164  40 
675  55 
259  50 
138  60 

1,416  10 

30  20 

556  75 

114  30 

1,148  30 

552  95 

932  00 

4  85 

72  20 
262  65 
210  90 
102  65 

6  70 
69  10 

491  45 
66  60 

176  50 

4  90 
3  00 

5  30 
4,141  60 

39  75 
138  20 
166  30 
114  20 

"■97 

158 

260 
83 

145 
1 

436 
19 
59 
12 
1 
54 

75'  i:ii» 

McGrehec*8           

....  1      '' 

Morcranville . 

4 
20 

'*38 

"40 

in 

Letohatchie 

iiSi 

Calhoun                           .    . .    . 

.V 

Fort  Denosit                   

•     *     • 

Summit                                  • 

:\ 

Greenville.                             

137 

Bolliner                              .        

•2 

Georfifiana                                 

•  «   ■  • 

4 

»  •    »   * 

10 

Garland                                                   

•  •  •  • 

^ 

Gravella  .                                 

T 

Evergreen. .                    

2 

1 

:f 

Snarta                                                                

•  •  •. 

Castleberrv  . .    .             

8 

k*  •  •  • 

1 

•  •   «   • 

•  •    •    • 

•         « 

100  Mile  ^idin?                                           

■  *      * 

Brewton..                    

18 
10 
24 

■   •  ■  • 

"1 

*2 

1 

Pollard                                    

•  •  • 

Pensacola  Junction. .,...., 

1 

•  •  -  • 

Canoe                                                      

1 
2 
2 

Wilson's                                                  

«  •  •  « 

•  *  * 

Dvas'  Creek.                                                          

1.... 

1 

'   *   " 

Bav  Minette.                                         

7 

i 

i 

... 

Tensas.                                                   

•  •  • 

.. 

Bavou  Sara                                                

'1 

.  . . 

"265 

"1 

'1 

Mobile 

I       ^> 

. 

Fowl  River                                                  

,  , 

■  •  *  • 

Grand  Bav.                                                                   

•  .  * 

101 

410 

Total  for  three  months 

$  19,986  10 

1,603 

191 1  43?» 

Distances — Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway. 
Mobile  &  Grand  Bay 
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25 


205  6 
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Stations  on  Line  between  Montgomery^  Alabama,  and  Grand  Bay,  Alabama,  for  Three 
May  3l8t,  1881. 
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174 


Statement  showing  Total  Number  of  Regular  Full-Fare   Passengers   carried  between    al. 

Months,  endir.:; 


To 


State  Line 

Elkmont 

Hays'  Mill 

Athens 

McDonald's 

Harris 

M.  &  C.  Junction 

Decatur 

Flint 

Hartsell 

Leesburg 

Falkville 

Wilhitcs 

Holmes'  Gap  .... 

Cullman 

Phelan 

Hanccville 

Garden  City 

Bangor 

Blount  Spring"*    . 

Reid's 

Warrior 

Jefterson  Mine. .  . 

Morris 

Cunningham  .... 

Newcastle 

Boyle's . 

Birmingham 

Oxmopr 

Brock's 

Helena 

Pelham .•..., 

Saluria 
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Whiting 

Calera 

Clear  Creek 

Jemison 

Strasburg 

Lomax 

Clantou 

Cooper's 

Verbena 

Mountain  Creek  .... 

Deatsville 

Elmore 

Coo.sada 

fMontgomerv 
*itzpatrick  Crossing 
Wetumpka 

Total  for  8  months .  i 
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495 
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Stations  on  Line  between   State  Line,  Alabama,  and  Montgomery,  Alabama,  for  Three 
Mav  :nsU  1881. 
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Distances — South  &  North  Alabama 182  58 

Wctunipka  Branch 6 .  20 

Decatur  to  State  Line 27.64—      21H  4-i 

Daily  mileage  of  four  passenger  trains 8B5  .H>* 

March,  April  and  May,  92  days i*— 

Total  passenger  train  miles  for  three  months 79,(>42  5*^ 

Total  revenue,  per  statement $22,H40  3() 

Revenue,  per  train  miL\  28H  cents. 


REPLY  OF  THE    RAIL    ROAD   COMMISSION    OF    ALABAMA   TO  ARGU- 


MENTS  AND  STATISTICS  FURNISHED  BY  C.  P.  ATMORE,  ESQ^, 
GENERAL    PASSENGER    AGENT   ON   THE   LOUIS- 
VILLE &  NASHVILLE  RAIL  ROAD 
COMPANY. 

Office  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  August  Dth,  IHS^i. 

*'.  P.  Atmorey  E.<q.,  General  Passenger  A ffent  Louisville 

&  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company^  Louisville^  Kentucky. 

I'SAR  Sir  : 

1  am  directed  by  the  Commission  to  say  that  tncy  have  carefully  considered  the  statistics 
prc^nted  by  you  on  the  subject  of  a  three  cent  passenger  tariff,  and  that  without  entering 
jtUrge  into  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  reasons  and  considerations  which  have  induced 
•.^*Ia  to  recommend  a  change  to  three  cents  a  mile  upon  such  roads  as  the  South  &  North, 
Mooile  &  Montgomery,  New  Orleans  &  Mobile  and  Nashville  &  Decatur,  that  their  con- 
'•u>x)n  upon  the  subject  remains  unchanged.  At  the  same  time  if  the  results  should  show 
^''£ra  fair  trial  of  this  rate,  that  it  was  not  enough,  and  was  unremunerative  and  injurious  - 
.'•rail  road  business,  they  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  promptly  giving  their  sanction  to 
•  iiigher  rate,  and  that  they  would  watch  such  an  experime'ht  with  a  care  and  anxiety  com- 
r.er.<urate  with  the  importance  it  deserves,  and  be  quick  to  act,  in  case  this  three  cent  rate 
•pon  a  fair  test  should  show  that  it  was  injurious  to  the  business  of  a  rail  road. 

The  Commission  does  not  a$(ree  with  you  that  the  instances  you  select  of  populous  rail 
roads  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Illinois  is  a  fair  test  of 
comparison  in  this  matter.  In  New  York  they  have  no  Rail  Road  Commission  in  opera- 
"Miy  and  the  same  is  true  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana ;  in  each  of  these 
""Ute^  rail  road  rates  like  rail  road  stocks  are  the  mere  footballs  of  speculation,  avarice, 
vhim^  and  cut-throat  cupidity  ;  in  each  of  them  rates  are  made  and  governed  by  the  causes 
t^'iined,  and  are  not  considered  by  the  Commission  as  a  test  of  any  thing  except  the 
'^?ravity  of  human  nature.  In  Ohio  and  Illinois  they  have  Rail  Road  Commissions,  but 
v^th  powers  so  limited  that  their  efforts  at  any  thing  like  a  practical  solution  of  this  ques- 
'ionhave  amounted  to  nothing,  and  never  can  under  their  present  systems,  so  that  practi- 
^ailv  they  are  in  the  same  condition  as  the  other  States  named  as  to  this  subject.  In 
(jeorgia  there  is  a  Rail  Road  Commission  with  power  to  pass  upon  this  subject  practically 
^t  non -competitive  points,  and  it  has  done  so  with  results  showing  that  so  far  from  injuring 
>t  has  benefited  the  business  of  rail  roads. 

The  Alabama  Commission  has  examined  your  census  figures  with  reference  to  the  popu- 
'ition  per  mile  on  these  Georgia  roads,  and  find  them  correct ;  but  they  observe  that  you 
take  the  two  rail  roads  in  Georgia  running  through  the  most  populous  part  of  the  State, 
namely,  the  Georgia  Rail  Road,  and  the  Atlanta  &  West  Point  Rail  Road,  and  from  them 
you  argue  a  comparison  with  Alabama  roads,  on  which  a  three  cent  rate  has  been  recom- 
mended. The  population  along  the  Georgia  Rail  Road  (171  miles)  is  1,173  per  mile;  along 
the  Atlanta  &  West  Point  Rail  Road  (87  miles)  it  i:.  I,l'i4  per  mile.     Here  vou  stop.     Whv 
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not  go  further  ?  Why  not  take  other  roads  in  Georgia,  three  cent  roads,  and  embrace  them 
in  the  comparison  ?  Why  not  take  the  Atlanta  &  Charlotte  Air  Line,  105  miles,  with  a 
population  of  1,067  per  mile  ?  Why  not  include  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah,  S95  miles,  with  a  population  of  1,006  per  mile  ?  Why  not  include 
the  Southwestern,  192  miles,  with  a  population  of  565  per  mile  ?  Why  not  include  tlie 
Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton,  64  miles,  with  a  population  of  928  per  mile  ?  Why  not  include  the 
Western  &  Atlantic,  125  miles,  with  a  population  of  966  per  mile  ?  Why  not  include  them 
altogether  ?  Would  not  this  be  a  more  fair  comparison  ?  By  including  them  altogether  ^-e 
find  that  the  average  per  mile  over  the  entire  line  of  these  Georgia  roads,  distance  1.03^ 
miles,  is  955  per  mile  ;  and  the  average  over  the  entire  line  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
Rail  Road,  413.6  miles,  is  1,067  per  mile.  If  taken  separately,  the  average  upon  the  Louis' 
ville  &  Nashville  line  in  Alabama  is  greater  than  most  of  them,  and  in  two  instances  only 
is  trifHingly  less. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  this  whole  business  is  that  the  Alabama  Commission  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  lines  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  in 
tliis  State,  such  as  the  Nashville  &  Decatur,  South  &  North,  Mobile  &  Montgomery  and 
New  Orleans  &  Mobile,  are  just  as  good  roads  and  as  capably  officered,  and  as  able  to  bear 
a  three  cent  passenger  rate  as  the  Georgia  rail  roads  above  named  ;  and  with  the  experience 
of  these  Georgia  roads  on  this  subject,  the  Alabama  Commission*  feel  that  they  would  be 
derelict  in  their  duty  if  they  did  not  give  this  subject  a  fair  trial,  and  the  fact  is  that  th« 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Combination  represents  the  only  rail  roads  in  the  State  that  have 
made  any  serious  objection  to  giving  it  such  trial,  and  in  th«  opinion  of  the  Alabama  Com- 
mission are  far  more  able  to  bear  it,  and  have  less  cause  to  fear  it  than  any  other  rail  road 
in  the  State.     The  Commission  readily  appreciates  that  if  there  was  nothing  more  involved 
in  this  than  a  trial  of  this  rate  on  the  Nashville  &  Decatur,  South  &  North,  Mobile  & 
Montgomery  and  New  Orleans  &  Mobile,  that  there  would  probably  be  very  little  objec- 
tion made  to  such  trial,  but  the  Commission  does  not  consider  that  extraneous  cause* 
entirely  outside  of  this  State,  such  as  exist  in  this  case,  constitute  sufficient  reason  why  this 
trial  skould  not  be  made,  nor  do  they  believe  these  extraneous  causes  will  result  in  its  being 
injurious  to  the  property  interest«i  of  the  owners  and  operators  of  these  roads  in  this  State 
when  made.     On  other  lines  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  in  this  State 
which  are  so  weak  and  insignificant  as  to  hardly  be  remunerative  at  any  rate,  the  Commif:- 
sion  have  allowed  a  higher  rate.     On  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Rail  Road 
for  instance,  they  recommended  four  cents  per  mile ;  on  the  road  from  Montgomery  to 
Selma  four  cents  per  mile  ;  and  on  the  Pine  Apple  division  they  let  it  stand  at  five  centfs  per 
mile. 

By  direction  of  the  Commission  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  paper  containg  the  changes 
recommended  in  the  Nashville  &  Decatur,  South  &  North,  Montgomery  &  Mobile,  New- 
Orleans  &  Mobile.  Selma  Division  of  Western  Rail  Road,  and  Pensacola  &  Selma,  receipt 
of  which  you  will  please  acknowledge. 

I  am  further  directed  by  the  Commission  to  say  to  you  that  they  have  considered  request 
made  in  your  telegram  asking  that  your  passenger  rates  be  not  put  into  effect  until  the  1st  ot' 
January  next,  and  that  they  cannot  accede  to  it ;  but  that  in  view  of  the  length  of  your  line 
in  this  State  and  the  difficulty  and  labor  of  preparing  revised  tariflfs  for  it,  they  have  con- 
cluded to  defer  the  time  for  passenger  tariflf  to  go  into  eflfect  until  the  20th  day  of  September 
next. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

A.  M.  BALDWIN, 
Clerk  Rail  Road  Com.  of  Alabama. 
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XoTE. — ^The  business  operation  of  a  rail  road  for  one  year  in  far  from  being  a  conclusive 
test  of  its  average  earnings  and  expenses,  but  here  are  four  rail  roads  and  as  being,  the  verdict 
of  time  and  actual  results,  and  as  showing  that  fortunately  the  fears  of  Mr.  Atmoreand  other 
distinguished  opponents  of  passenger  fare  reductions  have  not  been  realized  for  one  year  at 
lemst.Mre  append  the  following  table  of  the  comparative' earnings  from  all  sources  of  the  rail 
roads  named  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30, 1881,  and.  June  30, 1882.  It  is  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  agents'  rates  for  passenger  fares  on  each  of  these  rail  roads  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1881,  were  five  cents  per  mile,  and  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1882,  were 
three  cents  per  mile ;  and  also  that  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1881,  as  conceded  by  all  the  rail 

road  ofliciaU  generally,  was  a  far  better  year  for  the  business  of  the  rail  roads  in  Alabama, 

than  the  year  ending  June  30,  1882. 
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TESTIMONY    AND    DEPOSITIONS    OF    WITNESSES 
IN      REFERENCE     TO    ANNUAL     RETURNS 
AND    OPERATIONS    AND    BUSINESS 
OF     RAIL    ROAD    COMPANIES. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Western  Rail  Road    ^ 
of  Alabama  for  the  j'ear  1882,  before  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  of  Alabama,   Tuesday,   Sept.    5th,   1882, 
at  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 

Cecil  Gabbett,  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama, 
king  first  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  testified  as  follows, 
tu-Tvit ;  in  answer  to  questions  hereinafter  propounded  to  him  : 

(^.    Are  you  the  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  ? 

A.    I  am  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  General  Manager  of  the  Road. 

C^    How  long  have  yon  held  such  position  .' 

A.    I  have  held  this  position  since  the  Ist  day  of  September,  1879. 

(^  From  w^hat  point  to  what  point  does  that  road  extend  as  operated  since  the  1st  day  of 
Stptember,  1881,  and  what  is  its  length  of  main  track  ? 

X.    From  Montgomery  to  West  Point,  Georgia,  distance  of  main  line  87.90  miles. 

C^  From  the  1st  day  of  January,  1881,  up  to  the  1st  day  of  September,  1881,  what  portion 
«'Jut  road  did  you  operate  and  what  was  its  length. 

A.  During  the  period  enquired  about  we  operated  116.55  miles  of  main  track,  being  the 
road  I  have  already  stated  from  Montgomery  to  West  Point  and  in  addition  to  this,  the 
Columbus  Branch  from  Opelika  to  Columbus,  a  distance  of  28.59  miles. 

^  Commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1881,  and  sin^e  that  time  who  has  operated 
^1*  Columbus  Branch  ? 

A.    The  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  Company. 

Qj  Where  docs  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  extend  from,  and  to  what  point  and 
about  what  is  its  length  .- 

A.  From  Columbus,  Georgia,  to  Good  water,  Alabama,  and  its  length  is  about  88.59 
miles. 

Qc  Who  are  the  owners  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  and  how  long  have  they 
^wned  it,  and  about  what  time  did  they  acquire  the  ownership  of  it,  and  state  if  you  know 
*fut  amount  that  portion  of  it  cost  them  which  is  operated  between  the  city  of  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  and  the  town  of  West  Point  in  Georgia  ? 

A.  The  Central  Rail  Road  8i  Banking  Company  of  Georgia  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  & 
^*nlung  Company  ;  they  have  owned  it  since  the  spring  of  1875,  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tOD.  I  cannot  state  what  that  portion  of  the  road  enquired  about  cost  them,  because  they 
^M  it  all,  the  road  from  Selma  to  West  Point,  and  also  the  Columbus  Branch,  and  the 
*hole  of  it  cost  them  $3,795,011.63. 

Qc    What  is  the  length  of  that  portion  of  the  road  between  Montgomery  and  Selma  ? 

A.    Forty -five  and  forty-eight  one  hundredths  miles. 

Q^  Were  you  familiar  with  the  road  between  Selma  and  Montgomery  at  the  time  it  was 
squired  by  these  purchasers,  and  have  you  any  knowledge  of  it  since  that  time  and  now  ? 

A.  At  the  time  the  road  between  Selma  and  Montgomery  was  acquired  by  these  pur- 
chasers I  was  not  familiar  with  it,  but  since  that  time  1  have  knowledge  of  the  road,  and 
its  character. 

^  About  how  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  rail  road  business  as  a  practical  rail 
road  man  ? 

A.    Fourteen  years. 

Qc    From  your  knowledge  of  these  rail  roads  and  your  experience  in   such  matters,  state 
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whether  in  your  opinion  at  the  purchase  of  this  whole  road  you  have  mentioned  that  portion 
of  it  between  Selma  and  Montgomery  was  ratably  as  good  a  road  and  worth  as  much  in 
proportion  to  its  distance  as  the  other  portion  of  it  between  Montgomery  and  Wc^t  Poiii* 
and  the  Columbus  Branch  as  a  portion  of  the  whole  road  ? 

A.     My  opinion  of  it  is  that  the  portion  of  it  between  Selma  and    Montgomery  was  the 
least  valuable  portion  of  the  whole  road. 

Q^  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  a  fair  difference  in  value  between  that  portion  of" 
located  between  Montgomery  and  Selma  and  that  portion  of  it  located  between  Montgomt-r\ 
and  West  Point  and  the  Columbus  Branch,  at  the  time  it  was  purchased,  to  which  you  ha\  t- 
referred  ratably  according  to  distance,  say  upon  a  mileage  basis  ? 

A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  because  I  only  know  the  condition  of  the  road  betweer. 
Selma  and  Montgomery  from  the  time  I  became  connected  with  it  in  1876. 

Q^.  About  what  amount  of  actual  expenditures  according  to  the  best  of  your  recollection 
had  the  purchasers  made  on  this  road  between  Selma  and  Montgomery  from  the  time  thcv 
purchased  it  in  the  spring  of  lvS75,  until  you  became  connected  with  in  1876,  and  when  vou 
became  connected  with  in  1876,  how  did  it  then  compare  in  value  to  that  portion  of  tin 
road  between  Montgomery  and  West  Point  and  the  Columbus  Branch  ratably  in  proportion 
to  distance  on  mileage  basis,  and  relatively  during  the  same  period  about  what  expenditure^ 
had  the  purchasers  made  in  improving  the  road  from  Montgomery  to  West  Point  and  the 
Columbus  Branch  ?  Had  there  during  this  period  been  any  considerable  difference  betvvetn 
the  expenditures  made  by  the  purchasers  in  improving  these  different  portions  of  the  road, 
and  if  so,  state  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  about  what  the  percentage  of  that  diffcrcncfc* 
was  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  actuaPexpenditures  had  been  made  by  the  purchasers  on  the  roao 
between  Selma  and  Montgomery  from  the  time  they  purchased  it  until  1  became  connected 
with  it  1876.  When  I  became  connected  with  the  road  in  1876,  my  opinion  is  based  on  it^ 
earning  capacity  and  condition,  that  at  tliat  time  it  was  worth  about  fifteen  thousand  dollar* 
per  mile,  and  that  at  the  same  time  the  road  from  Montgomery  to  West  Point  based  on  ii-* 
earning  capacity  and  condition  was  then  worth  about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per  mile, 
and  that  the  Columbus  Branch  was  worth  at  that  time  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  mile 
which  opinion  I  base  on  its  actual  condition  then,  and  earnings.  I  do  not  know  relativelv 
what  expenditures  had  deen  made  by  the  purchasers  during  the  period  enquired  about  on  t)it 
road  between  Montgomery  &  West  Point  and*  the  Columbus  Branch.  During  the  period 
enquired  about,  there  were  more  improvements  made  on  the  main  line  between  Montgom 
cry  &  West  Point,  that  there  were  on  either  of  the  other  portions  of  the  road,  but  I  cannot 
say  what  the  difference  was  between  them  in  this  respect. 

Q^.  Did  not  the  purchasers  establish  a  sinking  fund  for  the  purpose  of.  paying  off  the 
debt  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  these  roads  ?  and  if  so,  about  when  was  that  done,  and  about 
what  amount  of  the  principal  of  this  debt,  if  any,  has  been  paid  by  that  sinking  fund  arrange- 
ment or  otherwise  ? 

A.  If  they  have  established  a  sinking  fund  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  this  debt,  I  am 
not  aware  of  it,  and  do  not  believe  that  they  have  done  so,  and  none  of  the  principal  of  tht 
debt  has  been  paid  that  I  am  aware  of.  The  purchasers  sold  the  Columbus  Branch 
on  the  first  of  September,  1881,  to  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  for  nineteen  thou- 
sand dollars  a  mile,  amounting  to  about  five  hundred  and  fort^'  thousand  dollars,  but  \ve 
have  not  yet  been  credited  with  that  amount. 

Q.  Does,  in  your  opinion,  this  amount  of  five  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars 
ret)resent  what  the  Columbus  &  Western  Branch  was  fairly  and  reasonably  worth  on  the 
first  of  September,  1881. 

A.     No,  in  my  opinion  it  was  then  reasonably  worth  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  mile. 

Q^.  Does  not  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia,  own  a  controlling 
interest  in  the  stock  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  or  have  a  controlling  owner>hip 
in  that  Railway  ? 

A.     I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  th«it  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Com- 
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pin/  of  Georgia,  owns  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  but  it  is 
ifeiurally  ko  understood  and  spoken  of  in  that  way  by  those  who  are  familiar  with  its  busi^ 
nt<«v  I  do  not  think  that  the  transaction  was  ever  completed  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of 
'he  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  but  I  do  not  know  what  there  is  to  be  done  about  it  to  make 
ir  complete. 

(^      Does  the  Georgia    Rail    Road   &    Bankings    Company    own   any    interest    in    the 
Cnhimbus   &  Western  Railway  ? 
A.      I   do  not  think  they  do.     I  never  heard  they  did. 

'4^.      Dont  you   know    that    the    construction    of  the    rail    road  from  Montgomery   to 
v'.nia  cost  about  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  ? 
A.     I  do  not  now  recollect  what  it  did  cost,  but  I  have  part  of  the  estimates  at  my  office. 
<i^.     Do  yu  recollect  what  the   cost  of  convstruction  of  the  Montgomery  &  West  Point 
^'^i  and  the  Columbus  Branch  was  ? 
.A.     I  do  not. 

'1^-      Have  you  the  lease  made  by  the  Western   Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  of  the   rail  road 
•r-rn  Montgomery  to  Selma  } 
\.     No  sir,  one  copy  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Georgia  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company,  and 
re  copy  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Central  Rail  Road  6c  Banking  Company  of  Georgia. 
i^     Have  you  ever  read  that  lease  } 

A      I  have  read  portions  of  it,  but  am  not  positive  that  I  hav^  read  all  of  it. 
Q^     Do  you  think  you  can  state  the  substance  of  its  terms  ? 
A     Yes.     I  think  I  can. 
Q^.    You  will  please  state  them. 

A  The  lease  is  from  first  of  May.  1880,  for  five  years,  for  the  sum  of  fifty-two  thousand 
JoJIarsper  year,  payable  monthly  to  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  with  the  privi- 
lei»e  of  purchasing  one-half  interest  in  same,  during  or  before  the  end  of  the  first  year  of 
Tf  lease.  The  road  to  be  returned  to  the  owners  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama 
^  a  similar  condition  as  when  received  from  them.  All  permanent  improvements,  such  as 
ran  bridges,  masonry  or  such  like  should  be  paid  for  when  completed  by  the  owners  of  the 
^^'fstem  Rail  Road  of  Alabama.  What  I  have  stated,  are  all  the  principal  terms  of  the 
contract  and  all  I  recollect. 

C^.    During  that  first  year,  did   the   Louisville  &   Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  avail 
".<elf  of  the  privilege  to  buy  a  half  interest  in  the  road  ? 
A.    No  sir. 

Q^    What  in  your  opinion,  to-day  is  the  fair  market  value  of  the  rail   road  from  Mont- 
gomery to  Selma,  embracing  depot  buildings,  bridges,  &c.  ? 
A.    My  opinion  is  that  it  is  worth  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars  per  mile,  to  the  Western 
lUil  Road  of  Alabama.     I  do  not  know  what  it  would  be  worth  to  others. 

^'    What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  fair  market   value   of  the  rail  road  from  Mont- 
gomery to  West  Point,  embracing  all  its  depots  and  side  track  ? 
A.   Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  mile. 

Qc    What  would  you  say  would  t>e  a  fair  market  value  of  the  equipment,  rolling  stock,  &c. 
•if  the  road  from  Montgomery  to  West  Point  ? 

A.    About  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

^    What  in  your  opinion,  is  at  this  time  a  fair  market  value  of  the  rail  road  from  Opelika 
^^  Colnmbus,  formerly  known  as  the  Columbus  Branch,  and  its  depots  and  side  tracks  ? 

A.    Twenty  thousand  dollars  a  mile. 

Q^.    Was  there  any  agreement  in  the  lease  as  to  what  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  RaII 
Road  Company  were  to  pay  for  one  half  interest,  in  the  rail  road  from  Montgomery  to  Selma.^ 

^-    There  was  a  stipulation  to  that  effect,  and  the  amount  was  named  in  the  lease,  and 

forget  what  it  was.     I  also  remember  an  additional  stipulation  in  this  lease  was  that  the 

Louisville  k  Nashville  Rail  Road  were  to  pay  the  taxe«  on  this  road  during  the  time  it  was 
leaded. 
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Q^  Who  prepared  the  annual  returns  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1882,  made  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  ? 

A.     H.  M.  Abbett,  Auditor,  and  myself,  jointly. 

Q^  Did  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  hare  any  net  earnings  over  and  above  its 
operating  expenses  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18?2,  as  operated  from  Montgomery  to 
West  Point  ? 

A.     Yes  Sir. 

Q^     Will  you  please  state  what  the  amount  of  them  was  ? 

A .  The  net  earnings  of  the  road  from  Montgomery  to  West  Point  as  near  as  I  can  answer 
are  $174,813.14. 

Q^  Look  at  said  annual  returns  and  see  if  you  can  find  there  any  such  item  as  thaf 
$174,813.14  being  the  net  earnings  of  said  Western  Rail  Road  for  said  year  ? 

A.     I  see  no  such  item  as  that  in  the  annual  returns,  and  no  question  there  calling  for  it 

Qj  If  you  see  no  question  there  calling  for  it,  why  is  it  that  on  page  thirteen  of  this  annul! 
return  under  the  head  of  "  Liabilities,"  you  did  not  put  the  net  earnings  of  this  road  for  the 
year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  instead  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  road  for  seven  years,  commenc- 
ing June  Ist,  1875,  and  ending  June  30th,  1882,  all  grouped  together  in  one  amount  embrac 
ing  all  the  net  earnings  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  during  tliese  seven  years  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $1,459,745. 29  witliout  showing  how  much  of  these  net  earnings  belonged  to  the  year 
ending  June  30th,  1882  ?     • 

A.  Because  in  pages  ten  and  eleven  we  g^ave  the  total  operating  expenses  and  total  gro»* 
earnings,  and  as  sumed  that  the  total  net  earnings  could  be  ascertained  from  those  figure^  ii 
required,  and  also  did  not  know  the  extent  of  the  information  we  were  expected  to  give  the 
Rail  Road  Commission  and  having  given  in  our  annual  report  to  the  Rail  Road  Commit 
sion  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  no  such  information,  and  none  having  been  a&kcc 
for  atlerwards. 

Qj  Prior  to  June  30th,  1881,  you  were  not  operating  under  any  revised  tariffs  rcconi- 
mended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  were  you  ? 

A.     No  sir. 

Q:  In  the  form  of  returns  prepared  for  you  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  on  page  fit\een,  is  there  not  the  word  **  liabilities"  at  the 
head  of  the  page,  and  would  not  the  net  earnings  of  the  rail  road  for  the  yeat  naturally  and 
properly  come  under  that  head  in  such  a  report,  and  if  it  would  not  naturally  and  proper!; 
come  under  that  head  in  such  a  report  why  did  you  under  that  head  and  in  that  report  put 
the  net  earnings  of  said  rail  road  from  June  Ist,  1875  to  June  30th,  1881,  amounting;  to 
$1,215,420.35  without  giving  the  net  earnings  of  said  raid  road  for  the  year  ending  Juntr 
30th,  1881. 

A.  Yes,  the  word  "  liability"  is  at  the  head  of  page  fifteen  in  said  return,  and  the  net 
earnings  of  the  rail  road  for  the  year  would  naturally  and  properly  come  under  that  hcni 
in  such  a  report.  In  reference  to  the  particular  item  mentioned  on  page  fifteen  the  net 
earnings  for  seven  years  was  put  that  way  because  the  net  earnings  for  the  space  interveninij 
between  June  Ist,  1875,  and  June  30th,  1881,  was  an  amount  that  could  not  otherwise  haM. 
been  obtained  from  any  entry  into  said  report  and  the  net  earnings  from  June  30th,  18^  ^c 
June  30th,  1881,  could  be  obtained  by  an  examination  of  said  report. 

Q.  Don't  each  of  these  reports  call  for  a  return  of  your  business'in  express  terms,  oni 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  the  other  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1889,  ^nJ 
why  did  you  presume  that  we  wanted  your  net  earnings  for  seven  years  all  grouped  together 
in  one  item  without  showing  the  net  earnings  for  any  one  year,  when  you  did  not  persuc  thi> 
course  in  reference  to  any  other  item  ?  Why  leave  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  cypher  out 
your  net  earnings  from  the  difference  between  your  gross  receipts  and  total  expenses  insteit* 
of  doing  it  yourself  and  putting  your  net  earnings  under  the  head  of  "  liabilities"  for  each  o! 
these  years,  ending  June  30th,  1881  and  June  30th,  1882  ? 

A.  Each  of  these  reports  do  call  for  a  return  of  the  business  of  the  company  for  the  yea- 
ending  June  30tti,  1881  and  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882.     Want  of  knowledge  as  to  hov» 
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r  Conimi»stonerK  wished  the  returns  made  was  the  reason  why  I  made  the  item  as  to  the 
•t  receipts  covering  the  time  from  June  30th,  1875  to  June  30th,  1881  and  June  30th,  1882 
ipectively.  The  reason  why  I  didn't  make  a  statement  of  my  net  earnings,  being  the 
Serence  between  the  gross  receipts  and  total  expenses  was  a  want  of  information  as  to  how 
K  Rail  Road  Commission  desired  me  to  make  it  out,  and  because  making  out  annual  returns 
)t  Rail  Road  Commission  was  a  new  business  to  us? 

Q^  You  know,  don't  you,  that  the  law  creating  the  Commission  in  the  sixth  section 
H\uire5  the  Rail  Road  Commissioners  to  recommend  such  tariffs  as  will  allow  each  rail  road 
:ompany  a  fair  and  just  return  on  the  value  of  its  rail  road  and  appurtenances,  and  are  you 
not  ivare  that  in  asking  for  the  information  called  for  by  these  returns  that  the  Rail  Road 
Comniisiion  is  endeavoring  to  arrive  at  what  is  the  value  of  each  rail  road  and  its  appurte- 
BtiK:e>.  and  its  gross  as  well  as  its  net  earnings  from  its  business,  in  order  to  be  in  a  position 
ti  recommend  tariffs  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  this  section  of  the  law. 

A.   I  know  that  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  statute  is  such  as  is  embraced  in 

tie  first  part  of  this  question,  I  know  the  object  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  in  calling  for 

tVv  returns  is  to  comply  with  this  section  of  the  law, 

l^   Then  do  you  not  see  that  the  only  portion  of  your  road  about  which  the  Rail  Road 

CximUsion  could  desire  such  information  would  be  that  portion  of  the  road  which  is   opc- 

«:d  bv  vour  company,  and  not  a  portion  of  your  road  that  is  operated  by  the  Louisville    & 

N^ti\ille  Rail  Road  Company  from  Montgomery  to  Selma  and  that  in  complying  with  this 

^vioo  of  the  statute,  the  Rail  Road  Commission  can  only  take  into  consideration  the  value 

'  ■  -K  road  operated  by  you  from  Montgomery  to   West  Point  and  its  appurtenances,  and 

Cjvv cur  return  ought  to  show  the  value  of  this  portion  of  your  road  from  Montgomery   to 

Wcv  Point  operated  by  it,  and  not  what  the  whole  road  cost  the  purchasers  from  Selma  to 

\\r<  Paint  with  the  Columbus  Branch  included  ? 

^   I  <ee  that  the  only  information  that  the  Rail  Road  Commission  could  desire   would 
^  I'^^Hit  that  portion  of  the  road  operated  by  my  company,  and  not  that  portion  of  the  road 
fJ^Hited  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  from  Montgomery  to  Selma.  1 
*    anderktand  now  that  the  only  portion  of  my  road  that  the  Rail  Road   Commission  can 
'i'tf  into  consideration  the  value  of  it  with  its  appurtenances,  is  that  portion  of  it  operated 
•'tr.  Montgomery  to  West  Point,  and  also  I  understand- now  that  fny  return  ought  to  show 
-i?  vilue  of  that  portion  of  the  road  from  Montgomery  to  West  Point  operated  by  my  com- 
P»^v,andnot  what  the  whole  rpad  cost  the  purchaser  from  Selma  to  West    Point  with   the 
^oiumbus  Branch  included. 
^-   If  the  Columbus  &   Western  Railway  by  reason  of  the  addition  of  the   Columbu 
?''^ich  gained  in  its  business  from  September  1st,  1881  to  JuneSOth,  1882,188,044.43,  it  shows 
'atrhe  Western  Rail  Road  certainly  lost  the  same  amount  during  the  same  period  by  hav- 
■?thc  business  of  the  Columbus  Branch  taken  away  from  it,  does  it  not  ? 
•^   Assuming  the^iacts  to  be  true  as  stated  in  this  question,  hypothetically,  then  it  would 
'■0  be  true  that  the  Western  Rail  Road  lost  $88,044.43  during  the  period  from  the   first   of 
VpWmber,  1881  to  the  thirtieth  of  June  1882  by  reason  of  losing  the  business  of  the  Colum- 
•*  Branch  for  that  period. 

^  And  if  the  earnings  of  the  Columbus  Branch  for  twelve  months,  ending  June  30th 
''^-',  would  be  $100,044.43,  then  would  it  not  also  follow  tliat  during  the  same  period  the 
^^  t^tern  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  lost  this  amount  by  reason  of  not  operating  the  Columbus 
B^nch  ? 

'^'  Assuming  the  facts  to  be  true  as  stated  in  this  question,  then  the  Western  Rail  Road 
""M  during  the  period  enquired  about  $100,044.43  by  reason  of  not  operating  the  Columbus 

branch. 

• 

Q^  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  as  a  rail  road  man,  in  operating  the  Columbus 
^^•inch  in  connection  with  the  Western  Rail  Road  from  Montgomery  to  Columbus,  can 
'^K-re  be  anjr  doubt  that  the  Columbus  Branch  would  be  greatly  more  remunerative  than  when 
operated  aft  part  of  the  rail  road  from  Goodwater  to  Columbus  > 


188 

A,  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Columbus  Branch  would  be  greatly  more  reniunci 
ative  when  operated  in  connection  with  the  Western  Rail  Road  from  Montgomery  to  CoIufi 
bus,  than  when  operated  as  part  of  the  rail  road  from  Columbus  to  Goodwater. 

Q  .  Was  the  general  and  local  freight  business  during  the  period  from  the  first  of  Scy 
tember,  1S81  to  the  first  of  June,  1882  as  favorable  to  Western  Rail  Road  as  it  was  from  th 
first  of  September,  1880  to  the  first  of  September,  1881,  and  state  what  has  been  the  result  i 
vour  observation  .'.nd  experience  and  best  judgment  on  this  subject  ? 

A.     Freight  business  was  not  as  good  from  September  let,  ]881,  to  June  30th,  18>>:i.  as 
was  from  September  1st,  1880  to  the  first  of  September,  1881 ;  it  was  very  much  behind. 

Q.     How  did  the  general  through  passenger  business  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  from  t)? 
first  of  October,  1881  to  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1882,  compare   with  that  business  during  *. 
same  period  of  the  year  previous  ? 

A.     There  was  an  increase  of  about  $10,000  in  the  annual  revenue  from  this  source. 

C^    How  was  the  local  passenger  traffic  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  from  the  first  dav 
October,  1881  to  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1882  compared  with  the  same   period  of  the   previt  •- 
veai  ? 

A.     There  was  a  large  decrease  in  our  local  passenger  business  amounting  to  ovcr|i:i7.Cs*« 

Q.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  falling  oflf  in  freight  business  during  the  perio; 
above  enquired  about  over  the  Western  Rail  Road  ?     Stat«  the  facts. 

A.     The  loss  of  the  Columbus  Branch  directly  and  indirectly.    Second,  last  year  bein^j 
bad  year  in  a  business  light  both  with  the  merchants  and  farmers,  and  the  reduction  of  raio 
made  by  the  Commission  may  also  have  attributed  to  it,  though  about  this  I  am    not  certivr 
for  under  all  the  circumstance  I  have  stated  there  was  no  fair  test  of  the  freight  rate>  nui^c 
by  the  Commission. 

(^    To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  increase  in  your  through  passenger  revenue  ? 

A.     Mostly  to  our  Texas  connections  which  we  have  formed. 

Q^  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  falling  olT  in  your  local  passenger  business  during 
the  time  above  enquired-about  ? 

A.     First,  to  the  loss  of  the  Columbus  Branch,  and  to  the  reduction   in   rates,  thirdly  or 
account  of  it  being  »  bad  year  for  farmers  and  merchants  and  business.  1  state  also  as  I  have 
said  about  the  freight  tariff,  the  time  from  the  first  of  October,  1881,  to  the  thirtieth  of  June- 
1882,  was  not  a  fair  test  of  the  revised  passenger  tariff  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Com 
mission,  because  the  same  period  of  the  year  previous  was  unusually  favorable. 

Ci;  Is  it  or  not  a  fact  thai  during  the  time  you  operated  the  Columbus  Branch  a&  part  os 
the  Western  Rail  Road,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  your  local  passenger  traffic  came  from  an  J 
went  over  the  Columbus  Branch,  and  is  this  or  not,  true  also  of  your  local  freight  business 

n 

A.  It  is  true  of  each,  more  of  each  went  over  that  road,  than  any  other  portion  of  m  v  ro*j 
in  proportion  to  length. 

Q.  The  chief  cause  of  the  falling  oflf  both  in  your  local  passenger  traffic  and  local  frtrigh' 
business  has  been  the  loss  of  the  Columbus  Branch  as  part  of  the  Western  Rail  Road.  I>  !i 
or  not  ? 

A.     It  is. 

Q^.     Do  you  keep  a  tonnage  account  of  freight  shipped  over  the  Western  Rail  Road  ? 

A.     I  did  not,  previously,  but  have  since  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1831,  as  it  was  indicated  b. 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama. 

Q^.  Has  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  declared  any  dividends  at  all  within  the  la^t 
two  years,  if  so  what  dividends  did  they  declare  each  year  ? 

A.  We  have  not  declared  any  dividends  within  the  last  two  years,  nor  since  the  preM.'ii' 
purchasers  owned  the  road. 
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1^.    Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  net  earnings  of  the   Western  Rail  Road  arc  divided   equally 

1  year  between  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia  and  the  Georgia 

1  Road  &  Banking  Company  ? 

I.    Thev  are. 

CECIL  GABBETT. 

President  and  General  Manager. 

om  to  and  subscribed  by  tlie  said   Cecil 

Gahbett  on  this  the  oth  day  of  Septem- 

her.  A.  D.,  1882. 

\V.  L.  BRAGG, 

Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 

JAMES  CROOK, 

CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners. 


DEPOSITION  OF  JOHN  M.  BRIDG23,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Pending  before  the  Rail 
Road  Commission 
of  Alabama,  Sept. 
16th,  1882. 


In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  East  Tennessee, 
Virginia  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  Ala- 
bama Central  and  Selma  Divisions  of  said  Company. 


y 


ktciTogatories  to  be  answered  by  John  M.  Bridges,  Superintendent  of  the  Alabama  Cen- 
tral &  Selma  Divisions  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany. 

1st.  1.    Where  do  you  reside  ? 

I>"T.  2.  What  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Ala- 
thma  Central  &  Selma  Divisions  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road 
Company,  and' how  long  have  you  held  such  office  ? 

Int.  3.  What  in  your  opinion  h  the  fair  value  of  that  line  of  rail  road  operated  in 
Atabuna  formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  now  known  as  the 
Selma  Division  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road,  its  main  track,  side 
track,  depots,  rolling  stock,  appurtenances  and  equipments  as  owned  and  operated  as  part  of 
ariio connection  with  the  other  portions  of  rail  roads  owned  and  operated  by  said  Com- 
P^f.  and  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

^T.  4.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  value  of  that  line  of  rail  road  in  the  State  of 
A'jlama,  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road,  and  now  known  as  the  Ala- 
^  Central  Division  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company, 
<t.<  main  track,  side  track,  depots,  rolling  stock,  and  all  its  appurtenances  and  equipments, 
»=  operated  by  the  said  Company,  as  part  of,  and  in  connection  with  the  other  portions  of  its 
'i:\  roads,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  base  this  opinion  ? 

IvT.  5.  The  above  interrogatories  are  propounded  to  you,  to  save  you  the  trouble  and 
'i>i*>of  time  of  coming  to  Montgomery  and  being  examined  as  a  witness,  and  in  order  to 
s'^your  deposition  as  soon  as  possible,  you  will  please  write  out  your  answers  in  full  to  each 
•^  '-he  above  interrogatories,  and  swear  to  their  correctness  before  a  notary  public,  and 
%^  them  in  his  presence,  and  have  him  to  attach  his  jurat  and  seal  of  office,  and  then 
'^h  said  answers  to  these  interrogatories  and  return  them  to  us  with  all  convenient  speed 
'^^^^il,  and  please  answer  and  state  whether  you  have  complied  with  these  requests  as  your 
iraTTtr  to  this  interrogatory. 

W.  L.  BRAGG. 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
^  JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


ANSWERS  TO  INTERROGATORIES. 

^>^"r.  1.    I  leside  in  Selma,  Alabama. 

I^'T.  2.  I  am  Superintendent  of  the  former  Selma  &  Alabama  Central  Divisions,  now 
^e  Alabama  division  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road,  which  extends 
^rom  Meridian,  Mississippi,  to  Rome,  Georgia. 


i 
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I  XT.  3.     The  value  of  one  hundred  and  Kcventv-one   aud  thrce-tburth  miles  in  Alabai:-. . 
of  what  was  formerly  the  Sclma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail   Road  extending  from  Seltna  to  t } »» 
Georgia  State  line  near  Tecumseh,   including  equipments   and   all  appurtenances,  $l,5tK^. 
849  12.     This  value  is  based  on   the  fact   that  the  above  amount  would  at  eight  per   ceii* 
yield  $127,507  95,  which  latter  amount  is  our  estimate  of  the  net   earnings  for  that  part  «»' 
the  line  for  and  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  last. 

Int.  4.  The  eighty -seven  and  one-fourth  miles  in  Alabama  of  what  was  formerly  knov.  - 
as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road,  extending  from  Selma  to  the  Mississippi  State  line  nevi' 
Lauderdale,  including  all  its  equipments  and  appurtenances  if  estimated  on  the  basis  of  ar 
eight  per  cent,  investment,  would  be  $4:77,883  35,  because  tliat  amount  at  eight  per  cei.' 
would  produce  $38,330  G6,  which  is  our  estimate  of  the  net  earnings  of  that  part  of  Uie  lii.- 
during  the  year  ending,  June  30th,  1882. 

But  as  that  part  of  the  road  has  an  additional  prospective  value  as  part  of  a  valuab". 
connection  which  may  be  advantageously  used  hereafter,  I  would  increase  the  above  estimn*^. 
of  value,  say  thirty  percent.,  and  make  the  value  of  the  eighty-seven  and  one-fourth  rtiiii- 
with  all  appurtenances,  say  $631 ,248  35.  I  would  further  say  that  the  above  estimate  »• 
net  earnings  are  full  and  fair,  in  making  them  up  when  the  actual  net  earnings  were  in- 
known,  the  net  earnings  on  a  mileage  basis  including  the  whole  line  is  taken  into  th> 
account. 

JNO.  M.  BRIDGES. 
State  of  Alabam.v,  J 

Dallas  County.       ) 

Personally  appeared  Jno.  M.  Bridges,   known  to  me  who  being  duly   sworn  depose.^  aiiii 
says  that  the  answers  made  by  him  to  tlic  foregoing  intcrogatories  are  true  and  correct. 

JNO.  M.  BRIDGES. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st 
day   of  September,   A.  D.,  1882. 
GEO.  WM.  LEWIS, 

Notary  Public. 


DEPOSITION  OF  R,  B.  PEGRAM,  SUPERINTENDENT. 


hi  '.he  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton Rail  Road  Company. 


Pending  before  the  Rail 
Road  Commission 
of  Alabamd. 


bterrogatoreis  to  be  answered  by   R.  B.  Pegram  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  the  Superin- 
Uiitntof  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  Company. 

1st.  1.    Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Isi.2.    What   otiice,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in   the  management  and  operation   of  the 
Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  Company,  and  how  long  have  you  held  such  ofHce  ? 
Int.  3.    What  in  your  opinion  is  a  fair  value  of  the  M*emphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road, 
•*j  T^ain  track,  side  tracks,  depots,  rolling  stock,  appurtenances  and  equipments,  and  state 
"'.  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 
Ikt.  4.    The  above  interrogatories  are  propounded  to  you  to  save  you  the  trouble  and 
■'.i>oftime  in  coming  to  Montgomery  and  being  examined  as  a  witness,  and  in  yder  to  get 
four  deposition  as  soon  as  possible  you  will  please  write  out  your  answers  in  full  to  each  of 
ih<:3ix}re  interrogatories}  and  swear  to  their  correctness  before  a  notary  public  and  sign 
t^-aiinhis  presence  and  have  him  to  attach  his  jurat  and  seal  of  office,  and  then  attach  said 
Hj^^rsto  these  interrogatories  and  return  to  us  with  all  convenient  speed   by  mail.      And 
pb$e  answer  and  state  whether  you  have  complied  with  these  requests  as  your  answer  to 
•Ji  iflterrogatory . 

W.  L.  BRAGC, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
PHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  CommisRioners. 


ANSWER  TO  INTERROGATORIES. 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  September  28,  1882, 

^'^m.  Bragg^  Crook  and  Bai/, 

» 

Rail  Road  Commission  State  of  Alabama ^ 

Montgomery^  Alabama  : 

Gentlemen  : — ^The  following  are  the  answers  to  your  interrogatories  in  the  order  in 

*^ich  they  are  put : 

Int.  1.    I  reside  in  the  Taxing  District  of  Memphis,  Shelby  County,  Tennessee. 
Im.  2.    I  hold  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Ral  Road. 
Int.  3.    As  to  the  value  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Road,  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  as 
tovhat  is  iu  value.     The  property  cost  about  $7,372,0C0.00,  that  is  its  outstanding  liabilities, 

13 
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which  embraces  stocky  bonds  and  floating  debt.    Considering  the  age  of  the  rolling  stock 

and  tiie  dilapidated  condition  in  which  the  buildings  on  the  road  were  allowed  to  g^et  into 

some  years  back,  I  do  not  think  that  the  value  of  the  property  is  over  $5,600,000. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  B.  PEGRAM, 

Superintenden  t. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  October  4, 1882. 

L.  W.  HOMES, 

[seal.]  Notary  Public. 


D2POSITION    OF     A.    L.     RIVES,    VICE     PRESIDENT     AND    GENERAL 

MANAGER. 

In  ihe  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio   ^    Pending  before  tlie  Rail 
Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending  June  dOth,    |^  Road  Commission 


1882. 


of  Aiabamai  Sep- 
tember a3d,  1882. 


interrogatories  to  be  answered  by  A.  L.  Rives  Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company. 

1st.  1.     Where  do  you  reside  ? 

IxT.  2.     VtThat  office  if  any  do  yon  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Mobile 
.*£  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  and  how  long  have  you  held  such  office. 

Ikt.  3.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  value  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  its  main 
trzdc,  side  track,  depots,  rolling  stock,  appurtenahces  and  equipments,  that  portion  of  it 
opersted  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  as  part  of  and  operated  in  connection  with  the  other  por- 
tions of  rail  road  owned  and  operated  by  said  company,  and  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
t  OS  predicate  this  opinion. 

Ibtt.  4.     The  above  interrogatories  are  propounded  to  you  to  save  you  the  trouble  and  loss 

<^dine  of  coming  to  Montgomery  and  being  examined  as  a  witness,  and  in  order  to  get  your 

imposition  as  soon  as  possible.     You  will  please  write  out  your  answers  in  full  to  each  of  the 

tbore  interrogatories,  and  swear  to  their  correctness  before  a  notary  public  and  sign  them  in 

( :<  presence,  and  have  him  to  attach  his  jurat  and  seal  of  office,  and  then  attach  said  answer 

*o  these  interrogatorte<t,  and  return  them  to  us  with  all  convenient  speed  by  mail,  and  please 

•insiver  and  state  whe'iicr  you  have  complied  with  these  requests  as  your  answer  to  this 

ir.terrogatory  ? 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


ANSWERS  TO  INTERROGATORIES. 

Int.  \.     I  reside  in  Mobile,  Alabama. 

2. 1  have  been  Chief  Engineer  and  General  Superintendent  for  eight  and  a  half  years 
('rtneral  Manager  for  seven  years,  Attorney  and  Agent  for  Trustee  and  Receiver  for  five 
^cars,  Vice  President  for  three  years. 

Int.  3.  I  have,  to  the  bcut  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  given  a  fair  valuation  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  road  and  rolling  stock,  &c.,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  the  sworn  statement 
forwarded  by  me  May  30th,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  State,  and  to  which  you  are  respectfully 
referred  as  it  is  in  Montgomery. 

IsTT.  4.  After  long  experience  and  much  thought  I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  por- 
tion of  our  road  South  of  Meridian  is  per  mile,  far  below  the  average  value  of  our  road,  and 
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not  likclv  to  grow  in  relative  importance,  owing  to  increasing  biirdens  of  taxation    greater 
competition,  lower  rates,  sparse  population  and  slow  development. 

/  A.  L.  RIVES. 

V.  P.  and  G.  M . 

State  of  Alabama,   ) 
Mobile,  County.       ) 


Personally  appeared  before  me  B.  B.  Boone  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  Mobile  counts , 

Alabama,  duly  appointed  by  executive  authority  and  qualified  according  to  law,  A.  L*.  Rives. 

Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company,  to  me 

personally  known  to  be  such  officer,  and  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law  on  oath 

declared  and  said  that  the  answers  made  by  him  to  the  interrogatories  propounded   by  the 

Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  are  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  SLud 
belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office 

this  5th  dayof  October  1882. 

(Seal)  B.  B.  BOONE. 

A  Notary,  Public  in  and  for  Mobile 

County,  Alabama. 


Inthe  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Cincinnati,   Selma  ^    Before    the     Rail    Road 


&  Mobile  Railway  Company,  for  the  year  ending,  June 
30th,  1882. 


} 


Cdmmissionot  Ala- 
bama, Tuesd'y,  Sep- 
tember  12th,  1882. 


H  f  Fallon,  Auditor  and  General  Freight  and  Ticket  Agent  of  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  & 
Mobile  Railway  Company,  being  first  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama,  testified  as  follows,  in  answer  to  questions  hereinafter  set  forth. 

(^  Where  do  you  reside,  what  office  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  & 
Mobile  Railway  Company,  and  how  long  have  yoi}  held  that  office  ? 

A.  I  reside  at  Selma,  Alabama.  I  hold  the  office  of  Auditor  and  General  Freight  and 
Irket  Agent  of  ^he  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile  Railway  Company.  I  first  became  con- 
vcteJ  with  this  company  when  it  was  known  as  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  Com- 

'  v  on  the  1st  of  November,  1881,  in  the  same  capacity  that  I  now  hold.  Afterwards  on 
•-£l2ih  of  December,  1881,  the  company  was  reorganized  as  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  & 
Mobile  Railway  Company,  and  I  have  continued   with   it  since   that   time  in   that  official 

*^  What  was  the  capital  stock  of  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  Company  ?  How 
lut  of  that  was  paid  up  capital  stock,  and  how  much  not  ? 

A,  1  believe  it  was  $500,000.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  what  amount  of 
"i*  capital  stock  was  paid  up,  and  what  was  not,  but  my  information  derived  from  Maj.  A. 
^  Fowlkes,  former  Superintendent  was  that  it  was  all  paid  up. 

*^.    Are  there  any  books  or  records  in  your  office,  which  show  when  this  stock  was  issued, 

■iuho  were  the  owners  of  it,  and  about  in  what  proportions  they  owned  or  held  it  ? 

A.  There  arc  no  books  in  my  office  that  show  when  tbis  stock  was  issued,  or  who  owned 
'.  or  in  what  proportion  they  owned  it,  nor  have  I  the  slightest  knowledge  as  to  any  of  these 
'  atten.  The  old  ledger  of  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  Company  in  my  office  only 
•^l0^v^  that  the  capital  stock  was  $500,000. 

Q^  Did  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile  Railway  Company,  or  its  promoters  and 
''T^ers  purchase  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  and  its  appurtenances  aiid  equipments; 
■*y).when,  and  for  what  price,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge'and  recollection  ? 

A.  They  did  purchase  the  entire  road  and  its  appurtenances  and  equipments  on  the  12th 
•-'»yof  December,  1881,  from  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  Company,  but  at  what 
•''"^  I  do  not  know.  The  books  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  In  New  York,  show  this 
'■'Ji>nnation. 

Q^.  What  is  the  present  capital  stock  of  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile  Railway  Com- 
"'iv.  and  when  was  this  stock  issued,  and  how  much  of  it  is  paid  up  stock,  and  how  much 
>  not  ? 

A.  The  present  capital  stock  is  $1,500,000,  which  was  issued  about  the  12th  of  December, 
•'"*1,  to  my  best  recollection,  being  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  shares  of  $100 
t  chand  the  balance  of  the  stock  making  the  $1,500,000,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  SecreUry. 
*  <io  not  know  how  much  of  it  is  paid  up  stock,  and  how  much  of  it  is  not. 

%  What  books  of  the  company  are  kept  by  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  in  New  York , 
M  what  books  are  kept  by  you  for  this  company  ? 

A.  The  capital  records  and  financial  record  of  the  company  are  kept  by  the  Secretary 
'*.wl  Treasurer  in  New  York,  while  I  keep  the  physical  record  of  the  working  of  the  road. 

Q^-    Please  state  what  you  mean  by  the  capital  and  financial  records,  giving  a  list  of  them 
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to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  information,  and  also  what  you  mean  by  the  physical 
record,  showing  its  actual  working  and  business,  and  give  a  list  of  them  ? 

A.     I  mean  hy  the  capital  and  financial  records  the  records  of  the  stock  and  bonds  of  thr 
company  :     I  mean  by  the  physical  record  showing  tlie  working  and  business  of  the  road. 
the  record  of  incomes  from  working  the  road,  and  disbursements  for  that  purpose,  also  u 
record  of  income  received  from  the  Executive  Committee  for  building  the  new  line,  and  dis- 
bursements for  that  purpose. 

Q^,  What  an^ount  of  bonds  has  the  present  company  issued  to  the  best  of  your  knowl- 
edge and  information,  and  when  was  this  done  ? 

A.  One  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  April  Ist,  1882,  first  mortgage  bond^. 
They  bear  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  are  thirty  year  bonds. 

Q^.  How  much  new  road,  if  any ,  has  been  built  by  the  present  company,  as  part  of  this  rai  i 
road,  main  track  and  sidings  ?  and  what  has  it  cost  the  company  to  do  it  ?  and  when  was  it 
done? 

A.  About  seventeen  miles  of  main  track  have  been  built,  from  Greensboro  to  the  junc 
tion  of  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  about  a  mile  South  of  Akron,  and  about 
one  mile  of  sidings,  and  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  of  that,  is  on  the  old  road,  and  abou*^ 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  is  on  the  new.  This  has  cost  the  company  to  the  present  time, 
about  $250,000,  and  there  are  still  some  payments  to  make  yet  amounting  to  about  $10,0(K>, 
on  account  of  new  iron  bought,  and  bridge  construction.  This  work  was  done  from 
about  the  1st  of  December,  1881,  to  about  the  loth  of  August,  1883,  at  which  time,  con 
nection  was  made  with  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road,  but  there  was  much 
work  to  be  done  in  ballasting  and  completing  the  new  road.  I  see  in  the  annual  return^ 
furnished  this  is  put  down  as  nineteen  miles  of  main  track,  and  it  is  explained  in  this  way — 
about  a  mile  of  the  new  road  graded,  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  extension  made  to  tl^*" 
Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  by  a  shorter  route. 

Q^.  What  amount  of  new  rolling  stock,  if  any,  has  the  present  company  supplied  to  thi^ 
road,  and  what  has  been  its  cost  ? 

^.  Two  locomotives  costing  $16,000,  and  ten  flat  cars  costing  $4,500,  and  thirty  coal  cars 
which  have  not  yet  been  delivered  to  the  company,  on  which  about  $8,000  has  been  paid  b> 
the  Executive  Committee  independent  of  my  ofiice. 

Q^.  Have  you  any  knowledge  oY  information  as  to  whether  the  new  company  has  bough! 
up  the  old  stock  of  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  Company,  the  Selma,  Marion  A: 
Memphis  Rail  Road  Company,  and  the  Cahaba,  Marion  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany ? 

A.'   I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  my  information  is  that  the  present  com 
pany  has  bought  up  all  that  old  stock. 

Q^.     Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  how  much  on  the  dollar  this  company 

paid  for  that  stock  ? 

A.     I  have  no  such  knowledge  or  information. 

Q^.  How  is  the  report  of  the  earnings  of  this  road  made  by  you  to  the  New  York  office  - 

A.  Monthly,  though  I  send  them  weekly  estimates. 

Q^.  The  books  kept  by  you  show  the  earnings  and  expenses  of  the  road,  do  they  ? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q^  How  was  last  year  as  a  business  year  for  the  business  of  your  rail  road  ?  was  it  faror- 

adl)5  or  unfavorable  ?  we  mean  the  year  ending,  June  30th  188ii. 

A.  I  should  say  it  was  favorable. 

Q^    On  what  facts  do  you  predicate  that  answer  ? 

A.     On  the  earnings  of  that  year  compared  with  previous  years. 

Q.  Did  the  reduction  of  passenger  fares  from  five  cents  a  mile  to  four  cents  a  mile  on  the 
road  for  that  year  decrease  or  increase  its  receipts  from  this  source  of  revenue  ? 

A.     It  increased  the  revenue. 

Qj    About  what  was  the  percentage  of  increase  ^ 
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A.  I  should  sajr  the  percentage  of  increase  due  to  this  reduction  was  about  ten  per  cent. 
nd  from  our  taking  up  annual  passes  about  five  per  cent.  more. 

Q^     How  was  the  business  of  your  company  affected,  if  at  all,  by  the  reductions  made  in 
our  freight  tariff  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Rail   Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  and 
oiv  ^were  your  freight  receipts  affected  by  any  other  and  what  causes  during  the  period 
ince  said  revised  freight  tariffs  have  been  in  effect  ? 
A.      The  freight  receipts  were  reduced  about  ten  per  cent,  partly  due  to  reductions  in  the 
I  tariff  and  partly  to  the  short  crop  of  cotton. 

Q^  I>oe8  not  ^our  road  run  almost  entirely  through  cotton  growing  country,  and  was 
r*ot  the  cotton  crop  very  short  last  year  compared  with  the  year  before  ?  Please  answer  as 
to  the  facts  on  this. 

A.  The  road  runs  through  a  cotton  growing  country  entirely,  and  the  cotton  crop  of  last 
rear  was  short  compared  with  the  year  previous  m  that  section  of  country 

Q^  Are  there  any  other  causes  that  account  for  the  falling  off  in  your  freight  receipts 
besides  the  reductions  in  your  tariff  and  the  short  cotton  crop  ? 

A-     None  that  I  know  of. 

C^.  Would  not  the  shortness  of  the  cotton  crop  alone  account  for  the  falling  off  in  your 
receipts  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  cotton  business  of  that  country  for  the  year 
1^0  to  answer  this  question  inteligibly  or  satisfactorily  to  myself. 

Q^  Is  it  or  not  a  fact  that  the  business  of  the  same  rail  road  under  the  same  tariff  will 
frequently  be  largely  more  or  less  in  different  years,  owing  to  the  difference  in  crops  and  in 
bt^siuess  on  which  the  general  and  local  traffic  of  the  rail  road  is  dependent  ? 

A.  The  business  of  rail  roads  fluctuates  very  greatly  in  different  years  as  indicated  by  the 
qucftion,  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less,  depending  on  the  causes  mentioned.  But 
within  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  freight  business  of  rail  roads 
la  some  instances  not  very  considerable,  though  it  has  been  g^nei  al. 

Q^     How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  rail  road  business  as  a  rail  road  man  ? 

A,     Nearly  five  years. 

Q.     Has  this  been  in  your  present  capacity  of  General  Frcigl}t  Agent  ? 

A.  I  was  clerk  in  the  freight  department  here,  afterward  chief  clerk  in  the  general  freight 
department  at  Chattanooga  of  the  Alabama  Great  Southern,  and  subsequently  clerk  in 
the  General  Manager's  office  of  the  same  company,  and  from  there  I  went  to  Selma  in  my 
present  capacity. 

C^  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  business  outlook  for  your  rail  road  this  season  compared 
to  last  season,  resulting  from  crops  and  passenger  and  freight  busi^es^,  and  please  state  the 
tacts  'within  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience  upon  which  you  predicate  this 
opiaion  ? 

A.     From  the  present  indications  I  should  think  there  would  be  a  very  great  increase  on 

thebusiness  of  this  season  compared  with  last  season.    First,  because  of  our  connection 

with  the  Alabama  Great  Southern   Rail  Road  which  gives  us  an  open  line  and  an  oppor- 

hjiiity  for  through  business  which  we  have  not  had  heretofore.      Second,  because  of  our 

increased  mileage  through  a  productive  country,  and  third,  because  of  the  present  prospect  of 

a  large  increase  in  the  cotton  and  corn  crops  along  the  line. 

Q^  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  a  reasonably  fair  and  market  value  of  the  main  line 
of  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  8c  Mobile  Railway,  its  depots  and  sidings  ? 

A.  I  do  not  feel  that  my  knowledge  of  such  matters  is  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  answer 
this  question. 

Q^  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  and  reasonable  market  value  of  the  rolling  stock  of 
this  rail  road  at  this  time  ? 

A.     Ab  near  as  I  can  judge,  $60,000.00. 

Q^  Is  there  any  regulation  or  rule  relating  either  to  your  freight  or  passenger  business 
recomieended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  and  adopted  by  your  company 
which  operates  oppressively  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  your  company  ?    If  so,  please 
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8tate  what  that  rule  or  regulation  is,  and  how  m  your  opipion  and  best  judgment  it  couid  Ix 
altered  or  remedied  or  corrected. 
A.    There  is  none  that  I  know  of. 

Q .  Is  there  any  change  in  the  law  that  in  your  opinion  and  experience  as  a  mil  road 
man  that  you  think  ought  to  be  made  or  could  be  made  that  would  be  beneficial  to  rail  roadf 
in  this  State,  or  conduce  to  their  protection  or  benefit  in  their  business  ?  If  so,  please  state 
what  in  your  opinion  such  changes  are  and  how  it  would  be  best  to  make  them  .^ 

A.  The  only  one  that  occurs  to  my  mind  is  that  the  license  tax  on  rail  roads  for  1  he- 
expenses  of  the  Commission  is  excessive  and  ought  to  be  paid  by  all  the  tax  payers  of  the 
State  instead  of  the  rail  roads  alone. 

E.  J,  FALLON, 

Aud.  and  Gen'l.  Fr*t.  and  Tk't.  Ag't. 

Cin.,  Selma  &  Mobile  Ry.  Co. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  by  the  said  E.  \  Fallon, 
on  this  12th  day  A.  D.  of  September,  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


And  at  the  same  time  and  place  above  stated  Daniel  McLaren,  Superintendent  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, Selma  &  Mobilfe  Railway  being  first  duty  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission 
of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions  hereinafter  propounded  to  him  by  the  said 
Commission  testified  as  follows  : 

Q^.      Where  do  you  reside,  what  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  A: 
Mobile  Railway  Company,  and  how  long  have  you  held  such  ofl5ce  ? 

A.     Selma,  Alabama,  I  am  General  Superintendent  of  said  company,  and  have  held  such 
office  since  March  20th,  1882. 

Qj    How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  operation  of  rail  roads,  and  in  what  capacity  - 

A.  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  operation  of  rail  roads  for  fourteen  years  as  a  machinist, 
locomotive  engineer,  civil  engineer,  inspector  of  machinery,  and  Superintendent. 

Q^  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  a  fair  market  value  of  the  present  main  line  and  depol> 
and  sidings  of  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile  Railway. 

A.     I  should  say  that  it  would  be  about  ^18,500  per  mile,  or  in  round  numbers,  $1,200,000. 

C^  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  fair  market  value  of  the  rolling  stock  of  this  rail- 
way at  the  present  time  } 

A.  At  the  present  time  not  to  exceed  |G0,000,  I  desire  to  add  that  my  opinion  as  to  the 
yalue  of  the  main  line,  depots,  sidings  &c.,  was  based  on  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  new 
part  of  the  line. 

Q^  How  many  miles  was  there  of  the  old  line  at  the  time  it  was  purchased  by  the  present 
company  ? 

A.    Forty-four  miles  of  main  line,  and  about  one  and  a  half  miles  of  siding. 

Qj  What  amount  did  the  present  company^ pay  the  Selma  &  Greensboro  Rail  Road  for 
this  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments  .^ 

A,  I  can  answer  this  question  only  from  hearsav,  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge 
what  they  did  pay  for  it. 

Q^  You  have  heard  the  testimony  of  E.  J.  Fallon,  Auditor  and  General  Freight  and 
Ticket  Agent  of  the  Company,  as  to  the  freight  and  passenger  business  of  said  company 
during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18S2,  the  causes  of  increase  in  passenger  receipts,  and  the 
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causes  of  falling  off  in  freight  receipts,  and  the  comparison  of  busine68  of  that  year  with  the 
\ear  previous,  and  the  outlook  of  business  for  said  company  for  the  present  season,  please 
state  whether  his  testimony  as  to  these  matters  accord  with  your  own  knowledge,  observa- 
tion, experience  and  opinions  ? 

A.    The  testimony  of  Mr.  Fallon  in  the  matter  enquired  about  concurs  with  my  own  of 
each  of  these  subjects. 

Qi    Is  there  any  regulation  or  rule  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
bama and  adopted  by  your  company  which  in  your  observation  and  experience  operates 
oppresively  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  your  company  }    If  so  please  state  what  this  rule 
^  regulation  is  and  in  what  particular  it  injures  the  business  of  j'our  company,  and  how  in 
jOur  opinion  it  could  be  best  remedied. 
A.    There  is  none. 

(^  Is  there  any  change  in  the  law  w^hich  in  your  knowledge,  experiencs,  observation  or 
cpinion  ought  to  be  made  or  coul4  be  made  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  railway  system  in 
this  State  and  promote  its  business  and  prosperity  ? 

A.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Fallon,  in  what  he  has  stated  about  the  license  tax.  My  further 
':pinion  is  that  the  power  ought  to  be  delegated  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  condemn 
"ii  road  bridges  and  trestles  when  found  unsafe,  or  to  a  bridge  inspector  appointed  for  this 
purpose.  In  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  I  formerly  resided,  they  had  bridge  inspectors  of  rail 
roadi  appointed  for  this  purpose  and  it  worked  well.  The  objection  to  the  present  law  is 
ttiit  it  only  authorizes  the  Rail  Road  Commission  to  make  recommendations  and  suggestions 
iboutthe  repair  of  bridges  and  trestles  which  may  frequently  result  in  very  little  being  done 
•0 repair  them,  but  if  they  had  the  power  to  condemn  them  when  found  unsafe,  it  would 
result  in  their  being  rebuilt.  ^ 

(^;  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile^Railway  based 
''3  Its  earning  capacity. 

A.   Eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  about  $15,000  a  mile. 

%  Is  there  any  other  matter  within  your  knowledge,  experience,  observation  or  opinion 
*3ich  you  desire  to  state  to  throw  any  light  upon  these  matters  about  which  you  have  been 
•umined,  or  which  yoU  wish  to  add  in  explanation  of  any  of  the  matters  ?  If  so  please 
'itc  it  now  in  answer  to  this  question  } 

A.  I  desire  to  further  add  that  in  my  opinion  and  experience,  section  1702,  of  the  Code  of 
Alabama,  ought  to  be  amended  by  inserting  eight  hundred  feet  instead  of  fifty  feet.  My  rea- 
son for  this  is  that  frequently  there  is  a  bad  rail  near. these  crossings  and  it  is  impossible  to 
^'■op  a  train  with  definite  certainty  on  a  bad  rail,  it  will  slip.  The  consequence  is  trains  do 
'ound  cannot  always  stop  within  this  fifty  feet,  but  they  can  always  stop  within  eight  hun- 
red  feet  then  move  up  slowly.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  rail  roads  if  the  train  is  on  one  rail 
"«ad  crossing  another  rail  road  to  always  be  made  to  stop  before  running  over  it,  and  it  is 
-vo  more  conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  travelling  public.  There  are  many  times  even  when 
3D  airbrake  refuses  to  hold. 

DANIEL  McLaren, 

General  Superintendent  C.  S.  &  M.  Railway  Co. 
^^orn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Daniel  McLaren 
on  this  12th  day  of  September  in  the  year  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Annual  Returffs  of  the  Columbus  &  West- 
ern Railway  Company  tor  the  year  ending  June  30, 1882. 


\ 


Before  the  Rail    Road 
Commission  of  Ala- 
bama     Wednesday 
•    Sept.,  13th,  1882. 


E.  A.  Flewellen,  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  being  first  duly 
sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  testified  as  follows  in  answer  to 
questions  hereinafter  set  forth  : 

Q^.  Where  do  you  reside,  what  office,  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  management  of  the 
Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  and  how  long  have  you  held  such  office  ? 

A.  At  Opelika,  Alabama,  am  General  Manager  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway, 
*hich  office  I  have  held  since  the  first  of  January,  1881. 

%    Prior  to  the  time  named  by  you,  had  you  held  any  office  in  that  Company,  or  in  the 
Savannah  &  Memphis  Rail  Road  Compstny,  or  in  the  connection  of  either  ? 

A.  Prior  to  the  time  named  I  had  held  no  office  in  connection  with  either  of  the  compa- 
nies enquired  about. 

Q.  From  the  first  of  January,  1881  to  the  first  of  September,  1881,  of  the  same  year. 
»hat  portion  of  this  road  did  you  operate  and  since  the  first  of  September.  1881,  what  portion 
of  this  road  have  you  operated  ? 

A.  From  the  first  of  January,  1881  to  the  first  of  September  of  that  year,  I  operated  the 
t<imn  of  this  road  from  Opelika  to  Good  water,  previously  known  as  the  Savannah  &  Mem- 
^  Rail  Road,  and  since  the  first  of  September,  1881,  in  addition  to  this  I  have  operated 
•Jiatwas  previously  known  as  the  Columbus  Branch  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama, 
^tending  from  Opelika  to  Columbus.  The  two  together  being  what  is  known  astheColum- 
"uij  &  Western  Railway  and  extending  from  Columbus  to  Goodwater. 

Q,.  On  page  thirteen  of  the  Annual  Returns  of  laid  Company,  made  to  the  Rail  Road 
Commissioners  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  under  the  head  of  liabilities 
^^  the  item  of  $677,000,  what  does  this  represent  ? 

A.  It  represents,  as  I  understand  it,  the  price  paid  for  that  portion  of  said  rail  road  between 
Opelika  and  Goodwater.  The  price  as  agreed  on  was  $677,700.89  of  which  $700.89  was  paid 
n  money,  and  the  balance  was  paid  in  bods  to  the  amount  of  $677,000. 

Qc    Who  were  these  purchasers,  and  who  issued  these  bonds  ? 

A.  I  have  always  understood  that  the  purchaser  was  Wm.  M.  Wadley,  but  with  what 
^^^ociates  I  never  knew.  1  think  the  bonds  were  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Columbus  & 
Western  Railway,  but  do  not  know  who  issued  them. 

C^.  Will  you  please  explain  how  it  is  that  in  these  Annual  Returns  above  referred  to 
^^re  is  no  item  which  represents  the  value  of  the  Columbu?  Branch,  or  that  portion  of  this 
^1  road  extending  from  Opelika  to  Columbus  ? 

A.  The  explanation  of  this  as  1  understand  it  is,  that  from  some  cause,  I  .do  not  know 
wt^at,  the  purchase  of  the  Columbus  Branch  by  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  has  never 
^n  fully  and  finally  completed,  I  understand  the  facts  to  be  that  the  Columbus  Branch  was 
thus  purchased  according  to  an  appraisment  made  or  to  be  made,  I  do  not  know  which,  and 
*hat  this  appraisement  has  never  been  completed,  or  that  from  something  conn^^ted  with  iti 
the  contract  has  never  been  finally  completed.  But  I  do  not  know  and  am  not  able  to  state 
what  the  details  are  in  which  it  has  not  been  completed,  nor  why  it  has  not  been  completed 

Q^  What,  in  your  opinion  is  a  fair  market  value  of  the  Columbus  Branch,  main  track 
Mdingsand  depots  during  the  period  between  the  first  of  September,  1881  and  the  thirtieth 
of  June,  1882  ? 
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A.  At  present  I  am  unable  to  give  a  Ratisfactory  answer  to  this  question,  because  I  aiii 
not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  earning  capacity  of  the  road.  I  know  when  we  took  it.  i* 
was  in  a  bad  fix,  and  it  had  a  very  poor  local  business,  and  being  a  short  road  our  proportion 
of  the  through  business  was  very  small. 

Q^.  If  it  is  such  a  poor  road,  will  you  please  explain  how  it  is  that  the  total  earnings  or 
the  Savannah  &  Memphis  Rail  Road  from  Opelika  to  Goodwater,  a  distance  of  about  sixt;. 
miles,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881  were  only  $44,199.66,  and  that  the  earnings  o! 
flaid  rail  road  from  Opelika  to  Goodwater  with  the  Columbus  Branch  for  the  year  ending  Juno 
i'Oth,  1882,  have  been  $144,744.09  .? 

A.     The  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881  embraces  only  eight  months  for    thn.- 
portion  of  the  road  extending  from  Opelika  to  Goodwater,  while  the  report  for  the  year  end 
ing  June  30th  1882,  embraces  two  months  of  the  operation  of  the  road  from  Opelika  to  Good- 
v.ater  and  ten  months  of  the  operation  of  this  road  in  connection  with  tlie  Columbus  Branch 
Q^    But  do  you  not  see  from  a  comparison  of  these  returns  that  the  earnings  of  the  Coliin'.  - 
bus  Branch,  although  it  is  a  short  road  of  only  about  twenty-nine  miles  in  length,  largel  v 
exceeds  the  earnings  of  that  portion  of  the  road  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  during  that 
period  between  the  first  of  September,  1881  and  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1882  ? 
A.     According  to  the  figures  in  these  returns  it  is  very  manifest. 

Q^.     These  returns  in  each  instance  are  signed  and  sworn  to  by  W.  G.  Raoul,    Presidenr 
^ro  tern  of  said  Company  and   Edward  Mclntyrd,  Treasurer  of  said  Company  .     Do  yc»:i 
know  these  gentlemen,  and  do  you  not  know  their  signatures  to  these  returns  ^ 
A.     I  know  these  gentlemen  enquired  about  and  their  signatures  to  these  returns/ 
Q^.     Please  explain  how  the  financial  business  of  this  Company  is  done,  where  its    book> 
are  kept  and  by  whom,  and  what  part  you  take  or  perform  in  its  finantial  business,  and  how 
its  financial  business  is  transacted  } 

A.  Daily  reports  are  made  by  all  the  freight  agents  of  the  Company  to  the  office  at 
Savannah  to  Mr.  Englerth,  freight  clerk  there,  and  the  reports  are  made  weekly  by  the  pass- 
enger agelits  of  the  Company  to  the  office  at  Savannah,  and  I  think  they  are  made  to  Air. 
Mclntyre,  the  Treasurer.  I  rarely  collect  any  of  the  finances  of  the  company^or  make  any 
disbursements  for  it,  but  I  auciit  and  approve  all  expenditures  of  the  company.  I  never  k<?c 
the  reports  of  the  agents  at  all,  which  are  made  to  the  Savannah  office.  As  General  Mana- 
ger, I  attend  to  the  physical  management  of  the  road  and  superintend  that. 

C^_.     If  we  understand  then,  you  arc  not  familiar  enough  with  the  entries  of  earnings  anii 
expenses  as  the  items  appear  in  these  returns  to  testify  about  them  ? 
A.     I  am  not. 

Q^,     Do  you  think  that  from  your  knowledge  and  experience  in   operating  rail  road^  and 
your  connection  with  them,  and  your  knowledge  and  experience  in  operating  this  rail  road. 
that  you  can  express  an  opinion  as  to  what  is  a  fair  market  value  of  that  portion  of  this   rail 
road  between  Opelika  and  Goodwater  at  this  time  }    If  so  please  state  your  opinion,  and  the 
grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  it. 

A.     I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  this  question. 

Qj     "Was  last  season  a  favorable  season  for  the  business  of  this  rail  road  or  not,  and  plea  "it- 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  statement  ? 

A.     I  think  for  the  entire  earnings  of  this  rail  road  it  was  a  good  average  year,  there    was 
some  falling  off  in  the  cotton  crop,  but  there  was  considerable  demand  for  provisions. 

Q^.  What  is  the  outlook  for  the  business  traffic  of  3'our  railroad  this  season,  and  plea^o 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  their  statement  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  as  good  a  year  for  thc'businesss  of  this  rail  road  as  it  was  last 
year,  and  my  reasons  are  that  while  there  is  a  prospect  of  an  increase  in  the  cotton  crop, 
yet  this  is  not  a  certainty,  and  I  know  the  grain  crop  in  the  section  of  country  along  this  road 
is  much  better  than  it  was  last  year,  and  I  further  know  that  a  considerable  portion  of  our 
business  last  year  was  hauling*  provisions  for  the  people  along  the  road  in  that  section  of 
country  which  will  not  be  required  this  year. 

Q^.     Are  there  any  rules  or  regulations  which  have  been  recommended  to  your  company 
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bv  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  and  adopted  by  your  company  which  operate 
oppressively  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  your  company,  if  so  please  specify  such  rules 
and  regulations,  and  give  us  your  opinion  as  to  how  they  could  be  best  remedied  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  such  rules  or  regulations  which  operate  oppessively  or  unjustly.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  rules  and  regulations  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  have 
br^tn  fair  and  just  to  my  company  and  also  fair  and  just  to  the  public. 

Q^.  Has  your  experience  or  observation  suggested  to  your  mind  any  amendment  or  change 
in  the  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama,  which  in  your  opinion  could  be  wisely  made  to  promote 
il'it  security,  accommodation  or  convenience  of  the  public  or  which  could  be  made  to  promote 
-usily  and  beneficially  the  business  of  rail  roads  in  this  State.  If  so  please  state  any  such 
c-jnge  that  in  your  opinion  could  be  made  on  that  subject  by  further  legislation  ? 

A.  I  am  not  prepared  at  present  to  answer  this  question,, not  having  anticipated  anything 
of  the  kind,  but  if  any  such  suggestion  occurs  to  me  hereafter  I  will  be  glad  to  present  it  to 
(he  Commission  in  writing. 

E.  A.  FLEWELLEN, 
General  Manager  Columbus  &  Western  Railway. 
Srom  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  E.  A.  Flew- 
ellen  on  this  the  Idth  day  of  September  in 
the  year  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissers. 


)    Before    the    Rail    Road 
In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard    I  Commission  of  Ala- 


Rail  Road  Company,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
1882. 


bama,   Wednesday, 
Sept.  13th,  1882. 


D.  E.  Williams,  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road 
Company,  being  first  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  testeti- 
fied  as  follows  in  answer  to  questions  hereinafter  set  forth  : 

Qc  Where  do  you  reside,  what  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  opera. 
tion  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  Company,  and  how  long  have  you  held  such  office  ? 

A.  I  reside  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  am  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Ag«nt  of  the 
MobUc  &  Girard  Rail  Road  Company,  which  I  have  held  about  eight  years. 

Hi  It  appears  from  the  returns  made  by  your  company  that  your  total  earnings  for  the 

Tetr  ending  June  Ist,  1882,  were  $269,011  35,  and  that  your  earnings  for  the  twelve  months 

wding  June  1st,  1881,  were  $275,846  51.    Can  you  explain  the  causes  that  produced  this 

■^^  off  in  your  receipts,  if  so,  please  sUte  the  facts  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  ? 

A;  I  presume  that  the  falling  off  is  due  in  part  to  the  short  cotton  crop,  and  also  to  pro- 

•isicn  freights.     I  know  of  no  other  causes. 

Qc  Had  your  freight  tariff  any  thing  to  do  with  this  falling  off  in  your  receipts  ? 

A.   I  do  not  think  it  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 

%,  How  did  last  season  compare  in  business  of  your  rail  road  with  the  previous  season 
■I  freights  ? 

A.  Up  to  December  31st,  1^81,  it  showed  an  increase,  and  after  that  time  it  fell  off 
y^\y  and  showed  a  large  decrease,  and  Uking  the  whole  season  together  it  was  not  as 
^svorablc  as  the  previous  season. 

%  Your  passenger  earnings  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  1882,  seem  to  have  increased 
•  oTcrthe  previous  year  $1,857  44,  notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  your  passenger  fare 
:rora  five  cents  a  mile  to  four  cents  a  mile  during  nine  months  of  this  time.  What  is  your 
**i  judgment,  predicated  upon  your  observation  and  experience,  as  to  whether  this  reduc- 
«n  aided  you  any  in  this  increase  in  passenger  receipts,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  or  was 
'-^  increase  attributable  altogether  to  other  causes  entirely  independent  of  this  reduction. 
^  if  so,  what  were  these  causes  ? 

A>  I  don't  think  the  reduction  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  increase.  I  think  it  was 
'Rributable  to  other  causes.  One  of  these  causes  was  that  after  the  Commissioners  fixed 
^'v  rate  at  four  cents  we  quit  selling  mileage  tickets  at  three  cents  a  mile  and  round  trip 
"^*<ts  at  three  cents  a  mile ;  we  also  made  money  by  some  excursion  trains  we  ran  ;  there 
*«al8o  an  increase  in  our  through  business. 

^  It  appears  from  your  returns  of  1881  that  your  taxes  for  that  year  amounted  to 
♦^'060  89,  and  it  further  appears  from  your  retnrns  of  1882  that  your  taxes  for  this  la^t  year 
*^  $19,454  71,  being  an  increase  of  more  than  $11,000.  Will  you  please  explain  the  facts 
a*  to  how  this  occurred  ? 

^'  It  occurred  by  paying  compromised  escaped  taxes  to  Russell  county  $7,260  00  ;  to 
^>ke  county  $S.750  00 ;  and  also  by  increase  in  taxes  in  Russell,  Bullock,  Macon  and  Pike 
c<Hintics  1881,  $1,398  88  increase.    City  of  Troy  and  Columbus  tax  $600  14. 

^  In  your  report  for  1883  there  is  an  item  of  $3,460  87  for  **  contingencies.**  What 
^^^  that  represent  ? 

A.    The  word  '*  contingencies*'  there  m%ans  incidental  expenses  not  embraced  in  any 
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general  charge,  such  for  instance  as  ice  account,  furniture  for  cars,  office  fixtures  and  other 
things  of  that*  kind. 

C^  Your  water  supply  for  1882  shows  an  increase  of  about  (3,500  00  over  the  year  pre- 
vious.     How  does  it  occur  ? 

A.  By  the  erection  of  a  steam  engine  and  digging  of  a  well  at  Hurtsboro,  and  a  ^water 
tank  and  digging  a  large  well,  and  the  erection  of  a  house  for  the  water  pumper  at  tlie  sev- 
enty-six mile  post. 

Q^  About  what  number  of  bales  of  cotton  did  you  transport  over  your  road  last  year 
at  through  rates,  and  about  what  number  of  bales  did  you  transport  at  local  rates  ? 

A.  Sixty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  bales  through,  fourteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  ten,  local. 

Q^  Can  you  state  what  your  receipts  were  on  your  through  shipments  of  cotton  and 
what  on  local  shipment  of.  cotton  ? 

A.  I  can  not  state  this.  I  have  no  figures  that  will  show  it  with  me.  -The  two  were 
nev^er  kept  separate.  A  large  portion  of  the  cotton  we  hauled  came  from  Montgomery,  on 
which  we  had  to  pro-rate.     I  think  about  12,000  bales  of  this  came  from  Montgomery. 

Q^  What  is  the  outlook  for  business  on  your  road  this  season  compared  with  last  season . 
and  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

A.  It  is  my  impression  that  the  business  will  not  be  as  large  this  season  as  last,  the  cot- 
ton crop  prospect  is  not  as  good  as  it  was  last  year,  and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  grain 
raised  along  the  line  of  the  road. 

Q.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  market  value  at  this  time  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard 
Rail  Road,  including  its  main  track,  sidings,  depots  and  rolling  stock  ?  and  state  the  ground^ 
upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion. 

A.  I  could  not  give  an  answer  to  this  question  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  myself.  It 
is  out  of  my-  line  and  I  do  not  feel  that  I  really  know  what  its  market  value  would  be,  nor 
have  I  any  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Q^  Are  you  familiar  with  the  expenditures  made  along  the  line  of  the  road,  and  on  the 
locomotives  and  cars  ? 

A.     I  am  not. 

Q^  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala* 
bama,  and  adopted  by  your  company,  which  in  your  experience  and  observation  hae  oper- 
ated oppressively  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  your  company  ?  If  so,  please  state  what 
that  rule  or  regulation  is,  and  what  in  your  judgment  would  b6  the  best  way  to  remedr  >^- 

A.    There  is  none  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q^  In -your  experience  and  observation  as  a  rail  road  man,  are  there  ar^  changes  which 
you  believe  could  be  made  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama  by  further  legislation 
which  would  tend  to  promote  the  security,  convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public, 
or  which  Would  promote  the  business  and  prosperity  of  rail  roads?  If  so,  please  state 
them. 

A.    I  think  of  none  at  present. 

Q^  Please  look  at  the  cotton  statements  filed  by  your  company  in  the  matter  of  the  peti- 
tion of  L«hman,  Durr  &  Co.  y.  Mobile  &  Girard  and  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railways,  and 
state  if  in  said  cotton  statement  any  note  is  made  of  the  through  shipment  of  cotton  from 
Montgomery. 

A.    No  note  is  made  of  the  cotton  shipment  from  Montgomery. 

Q.  Please  state  what  the  rate  on  cotton  per  100  pounds  was  previous  to  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber, 1882,  from  Union  Springs  and  Troy  to  Savannah  and  New  York,  and  what  proportion 
of  said  hate  was  charged  respectively  by  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  ? 

A.  The  rate  to  Savannah  from  both  places  was  fifty -five  cents,  and  to  Naw  York  from 
both  places  was  eighty-five  cents.  From  Union  Springs  to  Savannah  and  New  York  the 
Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  received  twenty-five  cents  per  100  pounds.  From  Troy  to 
Savannah  and  New  York  we  received  thirty  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Qj    What  in  your  opinion  will  be  the  income  atising  to  your  company  the  coming  season 
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iVi'ni  the  increase  in  through  freight  rates  lately  made  and  going  into  efl'ect   September  1st, 
l>Si,  of  about  twenty*  per  cent. 
A.    My  company  will  receive  no  benefit  whatever  from  it. 

D.  E.  WILLIAMS, 
Gcn'l.  Frt.  &  Pass.  Agt.  M.  &  G.  R.  R. 
Sv.orn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  vsaid  D.  E. 
Williams,  this  September  13th,  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


A:.d  at  the  same  time  and  place  William  L.  Clark,  Superintendent  of  the  Mobile  & 
Girard  Rail  Road  Company  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission 
of  Alabama  in  answer  to  the  questions  hereinafter  propounded  to  him  by  the  said  Com- 
mission testified  as  follows,  to-wit  : 

<^  Where  do  you  reside,  what  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  operation  and  man- 
Vraent  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  Company,  and   how  long  have  you  held  sai^j 

A.  I  reside  at  Columbus,  Georgia.  I  am  Superintendent  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail 
R'M  which  oflice  I  have  held  since  1871. 

^^  In  your  annual  returns  for  1882,  there  is  an  item  on  page  thirteen  of  preferred  capital 
ii  1279,900.07.     Please  state  when  that  preferred  capital  stock  was  issued  and  to  whom 
*    I'jr  what  account,  and  who  owns  it  now  ? 

V  About  twelve  years  ago  when  the  $300,000  of  eight  per  cent,  second  mortgage  bonds 
"  :c issued  to  secure  the  endorsement  of  the  Central  Rail  Road  on  these  bonds  a  large 
^-KiWofthe  stock  holders  mortgaged  their  stock  in  the  company  and  in  lieu  of  this,  pre- 
'^-cd  stock  was  issued  to  them  and  it  was  agreed  that- if  ever  any  dividends   were  paid  on 

v  stock  it  should  be  paid  to  them  on  this  preferred  stock  first.  The  Central  Rail  Road 
''j'd> this  mortgaged  stock  subject  to  this  agreement.  Each  stockholder  surrendered  two 
•bres  of  common  stock  and  received  one  share  of  preferred  stock,  and  the  agreement  was 
"at  whenever  the  $300,000  of  mortgage  bonds  was  paid  that  the  company  would  call  in  the 

'^vferrcd  stock  and  reissue  common  stock  as  before  in  place  of  it.      I  am   unable  to  give  the 

*^i  of  the  holders   of  this  preferred  stock  in  the   absence  of  my  stock  books,  but  they 

»:it. 

%,  What  amount  of  stock  was  thus  mortgaged  to  the  Central  Rail  Road  Company  ? 

A.  Just  one-half  of  the  $279,900.07. 

Qc   Has  any  dividend  ever  been  paid  on  this  preferred  stock  f 

A.   None. 

Q^  What  does  the  interest  bearing  liability  of  your  company  amount  to,  and  what  annual 
interest  does  it  have  to  pay  on  this. 

A.  The  total  interest  bearing  debt  is  $1,133,000,  and  the  annual  interest  on  it  amounts 
'0^57.980. 

C^  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  market  value  at  this  time  of  the  main  track,  siding, 
Jepots  and  rolling  stock  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  Company  ?  And  please  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion. 

A.    About  $1,200,000.    The  grounds  upon  which  I  predicate  this  opinion  are  that  under 
Ihe  closest  and  most  economical  management  this  property  barely  pays  our  interest  account, 
14 
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annual  current  and  necessarj  expenses  for  operating  it  and  enables  us  to  save  about  flO^OO) 
a  year  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  mortgage  bond  account.  This  last  we  call  our  sinking 
fund  or  reserve  fund,  which  reserve  fund  now  amounts  to  $44,200. 

Q^  Do  you  believe  that  the  fair  market  value  of  the  property  last  enquired  about  ha% 
enhanced  in  value  any  this  year  over  last  year,  and  if  so  to  what  extent  ? 

A.  I  think  its  value  has  been  increased  and  is  greater  this  year  than  last  on  accout  of  Uie 
improved  condition  of  the  road  and  rolling  stock.  I  should  say  that  it  is  worth  |75,00<} 
more  tliis  year  than  last. 

Q^  While  it  is  true  that  the  business  of  even  the  same  rail  road  and  under  the  sanic 
management  is  larger  and  more  profitable  frequently  in  one  year  than  in  another  year  on 
account  of  crops  and  the  condition  of  general  business,  yet  is  it  not  also  equally  true  thnt 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  value  of  rail  roaJ 
business  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  and  experience  has  extended  and 
independent  of  the  mere  fluctuations  of  crops  and  season  ? 

A.  I  think  there  has  been  such  a  steady  increase  owing  to  the  general  prosperity  of  tl.^ 
country. 

Q.     Prior  to  three  years  ago  how  was  it  with  the  rail  roads  of  Alabama  ? 

A.  Prior  to  that  time,  from  1873  to  1879,  we  had  a  very  hard  time  of  it,  and  the  Mobil. 
&  Girard  Rail  Road  is  the  only  one  in  the  State  remaining  in  the  hands  of  its  original 
stockholders,  and  not  sold  or  leased. 

Q^,  In  the  account  of  your  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  1882,  it  appears 
that  your  expenses  are  $209,568  10.  Please  state  what  portion  of  this  amount  is  expended  ir. 
betterment  of  your  road.  • 

A.  About  $31,000  for  the  purchase  of  three  hundred  tons  of  steel  rail,  with  fishplate- 
and  bolts,  and  building  of  one  warehouse  at  station  and  ballasting  a  portion  of  the  road. 

Q;     Who  owns  these  $800,000  of  four  per  cent  bonds  ? 

A.  I  don't  know.  They  were  issued  to  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  o: 
Georgia  in  payment  of  what  we  owed  them  for  what  they  had  paid  for  us  on  account  of 
bonds  and  the  interest  on  bonds.     By  this  they  kept  us  out  of  bankruptcy. 

C^  On  page  tv^'elve  of  your  returns  for  188:2  there  is  the  item  among  your  assets  oi 
•'  profit  and  loss  "  $318,956.83,  what  does  this  represent  ? 

A.     I  am  unable  to  answer  this  question,  but  the  Treasurer  could  if  he  was  here. 

Q^     On  the  same  page  among  your  assets  in  your  returns  you  have   the  item  of  $1.70*'. 
138.53  construction,  does  that  represent  the  cost  of  construction  of  your  road  ? 

A.     It  does  represent  the  construction  cost  of  the  road.     The   construction   account  w3> 
closed  in  1880,  when  the  road  reached  Troy. 

C^  On  the  same  page  in  the  same  returns  among  assets  there  is  the  item  of  $d8,SSS  lo 
the  Central  Rail  Road  Bank,  what  does  that  represent  ^ 

A.     A  deposit  to  pay  interest  account. 

Q^  On  the  same  page  among  assets  is  returned  the  item  of  $294,870.84  stock  interest 
what  does  that  represent  f 

A.  In  the  early  history  of  the  road  and  after  the  city  of  Columbus  had  subscribcJ 
$300,000  to  help  build  the  road  it  was  agreed  that  the  stockholders  subscribing  after  thut 
time  should  be  paid  interest  on  their  stock  in  stock  script  until  the  road  was  completed  to 
Union  Springs.  It  was  along  time  before  the  road  was  completed  to  Union  Springs  anJ 
the  result  was  that  a  great  deal  of  this  stock  script  interest  was  issued  and  this  item  repre 
sents  it.  None  of  it  has  been  paid  in  money  and  no  money  has  ever  been  paid  on  account 
of  it. 

C^  What  do  the  items  on  the  same  page  of  $7,174.15  ^Bills  Receivable,  and  $4,398,75 
Chattahoochie  National  Bank  represent  ? 

A.  The  amount  for  Bills  Receivable  represents  worthless  notes  subscribed  by  subscriber^ 
to  the  stock  of  the  company  and  never  paid.  The  item  of  4,898.75  represents  that  amount 
of  money  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  company  in  the  Chattahoochie  National  Bank. 
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Q^  Can  you  state  about  what  amount  you  received  from  your  local  traffic  in  the  way  of 
cotton  freights  ? 

A.  ♦  I  cannot  state  this  as  it  is  all  carried  to  one  general  freight  account.  The  witness  at 
this  stage  of  his  examination  says,  since  thinking  about  the  matter  1  desire  to  state  that  the 
item  of  profit  and  loss,  in  question  twelve,  I  think  means  the  total  loss  of  the  company  since 
its  first  organization. 

(^  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  expenditure  made  as  set  forth  in  your 
annual  returns  of  1882  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  were  actuallv  made  as 
'Serein  set  forth,  and  necessarily  incurred  in   relation   to   the   several  items   to  which  they 

A.  I  know  that  the  expenditures  were  made  as  therein  setforth  and  that  they  were  neces- 
sarily incurred,  and  that  they  are  correct. 
Q^  What  is  your  opinion  predicated  upon  your  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  bus- 
nc^<iof  the  Mobile  &  Girar-d  Rail  Road  and  of  the  country  along  the  line  of  this  road  and  its 
^i^iness  as  to  the  prospects  of  said  rail  road  for  business  this  season  as  compared  with  last 
wavon  ?    Please  give  your  opinion  fully  and  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  it. 

A.    The  receipts  of  our  company  for  the  iast  four  months  show  a  large  falling  oiF  com- 

:nred  with  its  receipts  for  the  same  four  months  of  last  year.     I  am  satisfied  that  our  cotton 

':ceipt!j  the  coming  season  will  be  very  considerably  less   than   they  were  last  season.     In 

uidition  to  this  large  grain  crops  have  been  grown   along  the  line  of  our  road,  and   our 

'•rwipLv  will  fall  off  considerably  from  this  cause.     Unless  we  have  a  large  increase  in  our 

•trough  business  I  am  satisfied  that  we  will  have  a  large  decrease  in  our  receipts  the  coming 

vra-son  over  la'it  season.     Another  thing  is  that  the   navigation   of  the   Chattahoochie  river 

iii*been  open  all  this  summer  and  we  think  it  will  continue  this  fall,  which  is  unusual,  and 

^beoever  this  is  the  case  much  of  the  cotton  and  other  freight  goes  to  the  river  on  account 

't  cheaper  rates,  and  passengers  travel  the  same  way  frequently. 

Q^   Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 

"^tna  and  adopted  by  your  company  which  in  your  experience  and   observation  operates 

iprcv^ively,  unjustly  or  injuriously  upon  the  business  of  your  company?    If  so  please 

^^ute  what  such  rule  or  regulation  is  and  how  in  your  judgment  and  opinion  it  can  be  best 

rrmedied. 

A.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Commission  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory  to  our 
'umpanv,  and  I  think  to  the  public.  I  know  of  no  such  rule  or  regulation  that  operates 
oppressively,  injuriously  or  unjustly  to  the  business  of  the  company. 

(^  In  your  experience  and  observation  in  the  practical  operation  of  rail  roads,  do  you 
■link  that  there  are  any  changes  that  could  be  made  in  the  present  rail  road  laws  of  Ala- 
^nia,  or  any  further  legislation  upon  this  subject  which  would  tend  to  promote  the  security, 
accommodation  or  convenience  of  the  public,  or  the  business  and  prosperity  of  rail  roads  ? 
l!^  please  state  any  such  changes  which  you  think  could  be  made,  or  any  such  further 
^r-*lation  that  you  think  is  necessary, 

A.  I  think  of  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  believe  no  further  legislation  is  necessary  that 
occurs  to  my  mind. 

Q.  Does  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia  in  any  way  control 
the  management  or  operation  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road?  Do  you  know  if  they 
f^wn  any  stock  in  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road,  and  if  so  how  much  ? 

A.  The  Centrl  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia  does  not  own  a  majority  of 
fhe  stock  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road.  They  do  own  some  of  it,  but  I  don't  recollect 
how  much  not  having  the  stock  book  with  me,  but  with  what  they  own  and  with  what  they 
control  by  having  the  mortgage  stock  about  which  I  have  testified  they  do  control  a  majority 
of  the  stock  and  in  this  way  they  control  the  election  of  the  officers  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard 
Rail  Road  Company.  But  they  have  nothing  whatever,  to  do  with  the  management  and 
operation  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  or  its  business. 

Qc    Does  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  run  freight  trains  on   Sunday?,  and  what  in 
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your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  of  legislative   restrictions  in   this  matter  upon  the  biisinc-* 
of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road,  and  the  interest  of  the  public  it  serves  ? 

A.  The  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  does  not  run  a  regular  freight  train  on  Sunday,  but 
it  runs  a  mixed  passenger  and  freight  train  that  carries  through  freight.  We  stop  our  rc^j- 
lar  freight  trains  on  Sunday  so  that  our  men  can  rest,  and  we  think  this  is  proper.  I  tliink 
legislative  restrictions  on  the  subject  would  be  injurious  to  the  business  of  the  rail  roads  and 
to  the  public  whom  they  serve  unless  such  restrictions  were  general  in  all  the  States. 

W.  L.  CLARK, 

Sup't.  Mobile  &  Girard  R .  R . 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said 
W.  L.  Clark  on  this  the  13th  dav 
of  September,  in  the  year  18S2. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CPAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


Before  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  of  Ala- 
bama, Thursday 
Sept.  15th,  1882. 


1 1!  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  East  Tennessee, 
Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  for  that  por- 
tion  of  its  line  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  formerly  known 
as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  and  for  that 
portion  of  its  line  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  formerly 
known  as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road,  and  now 
known  as  the  Alabama  Division  of  said  company  for 
the  year  ending.  June  30th,  1882. 

I  i!ne«»  R.  Ogden,  General  Freight  Aj^ent  of  the  East  Tenneshec,  Virginia  &   Georgia    Rai 
Road  Company,  a  witness  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama,  in  answer  to  questions  propounded  to  him  by   said   Commission   as  herein- 
after set  forth  testified  as  follows  : 

<^-     Where  do  you  reside  ? 
A.     Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

<}^    What  office  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the  East  Ten- 
nr.*H?e.  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  ? 
A.     (Jeneral  Freight  Agent. 
1^.     How  long  have  3'ou  held  that  office  ? 

\.  liavc  been  General  PVeight  Agent  of  the  East  Tennessee  &  Virginia  Rail  Road 
-~i-  tr  October,  1805,  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  since  January 
•  >••,  1-S7(>.  and  of  other  roads  since  purchased  and  leased,  since  the  time  of  purchase,  viz  : 
M.mphi^  «Jt  Charleston  Division  since  May,  1875.  The  Alabama  Division,  t.  r.,  the  Selma 
^onic  &  Dalton  since  June  1880,  and  the  Alabama  Central  since  May,  1881. 

«4^.  As  such  General  Freight  Agent  please  state  what  your  duties  are  so  far  as  the  man- 
i^c-rscnt  and  operation  of  the  rail  roads  named  in  Alabama  are  concerned  .'' 

A.  Making  of  freight  rates,  and  general  oversight  of  arranging  for  freight  business  with 
>-  r  vonnectionn. 

''X^  Who  represents  your  company  as  its  General  Officer  or  Agent  in  making  passenger 
'  -rc^,  and  supervising  its  passenger  business  on  that  portion  of  its  line  operated  in  the  State 
cf  AUbama  ? 

A.  I  have  had  charge  of  that  portion  of  our  business  until  the  appointment  of  Augus- 
*L-  Pope,  which  takes  effect  September  15th,  1882. 

i^  In  3' our  connection  with  the  freight  and  passenger  business  of  said  company  on 
'luit  portion  of  its  line  operated  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  has  it  been  any  part  of  your 
.*i:!  V  or  business  to  exert  a  supervising  control  over  the  manner  in  which  its  books  were  kept 
'  ••"  it>  earnings  on  these  portions  of  its  line,  and  of  the  returns  made  of  these  earnings  by 
t>  :i gents  in  xVlabama  to  the  company  ? 

A.  Have  no  control  or  supervising  of  any  of  these  matters  whatever,  except  on  the 
>f..rnphi^  &  Charleston  Division,  which  office  is  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Davant, 
A -sistant  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent. 

C^.  What  officer  of  your  company  does  exercise  such  supervision  over  these  matters 
enqviired  about  in  relation  to  the  other  portion  of  its  line  operated  by  your  company  in  the 
^•.4te  of  Alabama  ? 

A.      T-  D.  FHpptn,  Auditor,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
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Q^.     Will  you  plccise  explain  if  you  know  why  it  is  and  how  it  is  that  your  company  fc 
the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  made  separate  returns  of  its   earnings  and  expenditures  to 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  Alabama  Central  Division, formerly  known 
as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road,  and  also  separate  returns  to   said   Commission   of  the 
earnings  and  expenditures  of  said  company  for   the   Selma  Division  formerly  known  as  tlu^ 
Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  while  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  your  com 
pany  makes  no  separate  returns  for  either  of  said   roads  and   makes   no  ret^irns  show  in*/ 
what  its  earnings  and  expenditures  have  been  on  said  roads  separately  as  operated  in   Ala 
bama,  or  as  taken  both  together  operated  in  Alabama,  but  that  on  the  contrary  for  the  ycM 
ending  June  30th,  1882,  your  company  makes  its  annual  returns  to  said  Commission  embrac 
ing  its   whole   business  in   Tennessee,   Georgia,   Alabama  &  Mississippi,  without   in  ar.} 
manner  showing  what  its  earnings  and  expenditures   have  been,  on  that   portion  of  its  line 
operated  in  Alabama  ? 

A.  For  the  first  period  mentioned,  the  roads  were  operated  and  accounts  kept  separately 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  our  management  to  treat  all  our  roads  as  one  line.  Freight  ^ 
billed  from  points  in  Alabama  to  points  in  Tennessee  &  Georgia  with  one  amount  entered 
on  bills,  and  for  the  latter  portion  of  the  time  mentioned,  there  has  been  no  separation  on 
way  bills,  returns  to  the  Auditor  and  the  books  of  the  company  of  the  separate  amount^ 
accruing  to  each  State. 

Q^.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  Company  Jt>to 
one'hundred  and  seventy -one  miles  of  the  road  operated  by  that  company  in  Alabama  wa«« 
a  corporation  charted  under,  and  by  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  which  one  hundred  an.i 
seventy-one  miles  you  are  now  operating  as  a  part  of  your  line  in  this  State,  and  that  tiu- 
Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  Company  was  aho  a  corporation  chartered  under,  and  b} 
laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  eighty-seven  and  one-fourth  miles  of  the  road  of  ^vhich 
last  named  company,  your  company  is  operating  in  the  State  of  Alabama  under  itN  pui 
chase  of  these  two  roads  ? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  about  the  charters  of  the  roads  named.  I  suppc^cti 
from  the  fact  that  the  roads  are  there,  that  there  was  a  charter  for  each  of  these  roadie. 

Q^.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  statute  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  approva' 
February  20,  1881,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  rail  road  compania*^  anJ 
persons  operating  rail  roads  in  this  State,"  the  sixth  section  ot  which  makes  it  the  dutv  o. 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  created  by  the  act  in  revising  the  freight  and  passenger  t^nff-oi 
each  rail  road  in  this  State  to  take  into  consideration  the  value  of  such  rail  road,  and  i^ 
appurtenances  and  whole  business,  as  operated  in  this  State,  and  to  so  revise  its  tariffs  a>  li' 
allow  to  every  such  company  a  fair  and  just  return,  on  the  value  of  such  rail  road  its  appur' 
enances  and  equipments  ? 

A.  I  am  aware  of  the  existence  of  tlie  law  in  the  section  referred  to, 
Q^.  Now  as  a  rail  road  man  and  a  business  man  and  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  a:> 
experience  in  the  affairs  of  life,  will  you  please  state  if  you  know,  or  can  inform  us  how,  upor> 
such  returns  as  your  company  ha\  e  made  to  said  Commisbion  for  the  year  ending  June  3^-t -^ 
1882,  of  its  freight  and  passenger  business  for  said  period,  accruing  from  that  portion  of  it^ 
line  operated  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  viz  :  that  portion  of  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton 
Rail  Road  above  enquired  about  and  that  portion  of  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  aboNC 
enquired  about,  how  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  could  upon  such  returns  arrivt 
at  what  would  be  the  value  of  said  rail  roads  operated  in  Alabama  by  your  company,  thd 
appurtenances  and  equipments  and  their  business  in  said  State  during  said  period,  so  a*;  to 
form  any  idea  of  what  would  be  a  fair  and  just  return  to  said  company  for  its  business  on 
said  rail  roads  in  this  State  as  required  by  said  sixth  section  of  said  statute  ? 

A.  If  the  rail  road  company  furnished  the  Commissioners  a  statement  of  the  tonnage  and 
revenue  to  and  from  each  station  in  Alabama  as  well  as  the  remainder  of  the  line,  it  couKi 
easily  Ixj  ai^certaincd  what  proportion  the  business  in  Alabama  bears  to  the  remainder  ot  li'^ 
system  and  a  very  close  approximate  estimate  could  be  arrived  at. 

C^.     Please  look  at  the  returns  of  said  company  to  said  Commission   for  the  year  endin.- 
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June  30th,  ISSX  and  state  whether  they  furnish  the  information  mentioned  in  your  anawcr  to 
t]ie  last  question  ? 

A.     This  information  is  not  asked  for  by  the  Commission  and    not  given  in  these  returns 
to  the  Commission.     This  information  is  always  published  in  our  annual  reports. 

Qj.     Suppose  that  a  separate  form  of  returns  were  sent  to  your  company  for  that   portion 

of  its  road  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton   Rail  Road   and   also   a  separate  form  of 

rtturns  for  tliat  jKjrtion  of  its  road  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road,  and 

tach  of  said  forms    of  returns  had  called    for   the    information    called    for    in    the    fonns 

yy(  returns    before   you,  these   forms   being  prepared   and   sent  by   the  Rail  Road   Com- 

-niision    of  Alabama,    and    your   company    had    furnished    the    information   called    for 

^parately  in  each  of  said  forms  of  returns  would  not  that  have  shown  what  its  receipts   and 

expenditures  were  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  for  that  portion  of  its  road  formerly 

'inown  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  and  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  ? 

A.  If  the  information  asked  for  in  the  pamphlet  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  could 
have  been  furnished,  it  would  have  been  a  complete  annalysis  of  the  earnings  and  expenses 
of  those  roads. 

Q^.     Do  you  not  know  that  such  separate  forms  were  sent  by  the  Rail   Road  Commission 

of  Alabama  to  your  company,  requesting   it  to  furnish  such  separate   information   as  last 

•nquired  about  respecting  that  portion  of  its  line   formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  & 

Dalton  Rail  Road  and  formerly  known   as   the    Alabama  Central   Rail  Road  for  the  year 

'.ding  June  30th,  1882. 

A.    I  know  that  such  separate  forms  were  sent. 

Qc  When  therefore  your  company  in  response  to  these  forms,  sends  the  information  in 
'tscfomi  before  you,  and  also  in  the  special  reports  before  you  which  special  reports  its  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  Major  O'Brien  says  are  not  such  as  he  can  swear  to  and  are  mere 
istimates,  and  really  are  misleading  if  they  should  be  taken  as  correct  infonnation,  except  as 
13  the  expenditures,  which  expenditures  are  correct,  is  it  not  manifest  that  this  is  not  infor- 
r^tion  upon  which  either  a  careful  business  man  much  less  a  tribunal  created  by  law  could 
•ct 'udicially  in  arriving  at  what  the  business  of  your  road  was  in  Alabama  for  the  year 
elding  June  30th,  1882? 

A.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  all  the  statements  referred  to  are  made 
-r.d  while  they  may  not  be  absolutely  correct,  yet  I  believe  a  true  statement  would  vary  so 
little  from  them  that  they  will  be  very  nearly  as  valuable  as  the  most  correct  statement 
could  be. 

%    As  matter  of  fact,  do  you  testify  and  state  that  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  passen- 

?tT  receipts  of  your  company,  local  and  through  over   that  portion   of  its  road  formerly 

Vr.own  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  over 

^it  receipts  of  said  road  for  passenger  fares  as  compared  with  its  earnings   from  the  same 

^rces  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881. 

A.    Our  passenger  earnings  have  increased. 

Q.    How  has  it  been  with  your  freight  earnings  during  tnc  same  periods  last   above 
ttquired  about,  comparatively  speaking  } 
A.   The  freight  earnings  are  about  the  same  I  think  as  last  year. 

C^,    How  was  it  during  the  same  periods  last  above  enquired  about  as  to  the   earnings  of 
thit  portion  of  your  road  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail   Road,   compara- 
t.vclj  speaking  ? 
A.    A  very  large  decrease  both  in  freight  and  passenger. 

Q^.  Please  state  as  near  as  you  can  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  recollection  about 
>*hat  this  falling  off  was,  comparatively  speaking,  each  as  to  passengers  and  freight  for  the 
vear  ending  June  30th,  1882,  over  that  portion  of  your  line  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama 
Ctntral  Rail  Road,  as  compared  with  the  year  previous  ? 

A.    About  twenty-five  per  cent,  decrease  in  passenger  business  and  about  fifteen  percent. 
decrease  in  freigh*  business. 
(^.    Please  give  us,  if  you  can,  to   the   best  of  your  knowledge,  about  what  were  the 
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earnings  of  your  company  per  mile  on  that  portion  of  its  road  formerly  known  as  the  Selina. 
Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  ? 

A.     About  three  thousand  dollars  per  mile. 

Q^.  What  were  the  total  earnings  per  mile  during  the  period  last  above  enquired  about 
for  that  portion  of  your  line  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  ? 

A.     About  one  thousand  and  seven  hundred  dollars  per  mile. 

Q.  Please  state  how  your  freight  tonnage  over  that  portion  of  your  line  formerly  known 
as  the  Sclma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending  JuneviOth,  1882,  compared  with 
the  year  previous,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  Would  estimate  an  increase  of  about  ten  per  cent.  I  think.  We  had  large  dcjcrease 
in  cotton  and  increase  in  other  freight. 

Q  .  How  did  your  freight  tonnage  on  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  portion  of  your 
Hne  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  compare  with  your  freight  tonnage  over  tHe  san^.c 
line  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  recollection  ? 

A.  A  large  decrease  in  cotton  as  well  as  merchandise.  Will  furnish  Commissioners  an 
accurate  statement  as  to  matters  about  which  I  have  been  questioned,  concerning  tonnage 
account. 

Q^.  Was  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  in  your  judgment,  experience  and  observation 
as  a  rail  road  man,  as  favorable  a  year  for  the  business  of  your  Alabama  lines  operated  in 
connection  with  your  other  lines  as  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  please  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  your  answers  to  this  question  ? 

A.  The  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  was  unfavorable  in  comparison  with  the  previou-? 
year,  owing  to  short  cotton  crop  and  its  effect  on  all  kinds  of  cotton  and  merchandise  bus- 
ness. 

Q^.  Is  it  or  not  a  fact  that  the  business  of  any  rail  road  even  under  the  same  manage- 
ment will  fluctuate  very  greatly  in  different  j-ears,  owing  to  prosperity  or  depression  in  other 
business  upon  which  it  is  dependent  ? 

A.     It  is. 

Q^.  But  is  it  not  also  equally  true  that  there  has  been  steady  increase  in  the  business  of 
rail  roads  in  the  State  of  Alabama  during  the  last  three  years  ? 

A.     There  is  a  steady  increase  during  the  time  enquired  about. 

Q^.  What  in  your  opinion,  would  be  a  fair  market  value  of  that  portion  of  your  roaJ 
formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  itsmain  track,  sidings,  depots  and 
rolling  stock  used  in  its  operation  ? 

A.  This  is  a  subject  to  which  I  have  given  no  thought,  no  attention,  and  can  form  no 
opinion,  this  is  also  true  of  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  and  the  Memphis  &  Charlesloi. 
Rail  Road. 

Q^.  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  as  a  rail  road  man  in  the  business  of  rail  ro;id»^ 
please  state  what  is  the  business  outlook  for  the  freight  and  passenger  business  of  your  com- 
pany over  that  portion  of  its  line  in  the  State  of  Alabama  as  operated  by  the  company  in 
connection  with  its  other  lines  for  this  season  as  compared  with  last  season. 

A.     The  prospects  are  better. 

(^.  In  your  practical  experience,  judgment  and  observation,  is  there  any  rule  or  regula- 
tion recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  and  adopted  by  your  com- 
pany which  operates  oppressively  or  unjustly  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  your  company  r 
If  so,  please  state  every  syich  rule  or  regulation  and  how,  in  your  opinion,  it  could  be  best 
corrected  or  remedied. 

A.  We  have  worked  the  rules  of  the  Commission  without  detriment  to  our  business  except 
|n  a  few  instances,  for  instance,  the  reduction  of  passenger  rate  on  the  Alabama  Centra 
Rail  Road  and  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  to  three  cents  per  mile  has  resulted 
in  a  large  reduction  of  revenue,  while  on  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  it  has  had 
the  opposite  effect.  The  increase  however,  in  the  passenger  business  of  the  Selma,  Rome  & 
Dalton  Rail  Road  is  due  to  the  greater  prosperity  of  that  part  of  the  country  and  to  better 
passenger  service.     Think  rail  roads  in  Alabama  ought  to  be  authorized  to  collect  conduc- 
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fors  rates  from  passengers  who  do  not  buy  tickets  durino;  the  business  hours  of  Uic  day  from 
^-tatfon*;  where  ft  docs  not  pay  the  company  to  keep  day  and  night  agents. 

<^.      What  do  you  consider  business  hours  for  day  and  night  at  such  stations  as  you  have 
l.-i<it  testified  about  ? 

A.  For  this  purpose  from  six  a.  m.  to  nine  p.  m.  This  rule  has  been  worked  on  the  main 
«Um  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  and  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga 
a:  St.  Louis  Railway  for  several  years  without  inconvenience  or  complaint. 

C\^.  Do  you  run  freight  trains  on  Sunday  over  your  lines  in  Alabama  carrying  other  than 
t  in: ugh  freight  } 

A.     \Ve  do  not. 

Q^.  ^Vhat,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  on  the  business  of  rail  roads  of  a  legisla- 
• . '  c  restriction  preventing  them  from  carrying  either  through  freight  or  local  freight  on  their 
trains  on  Sunday  ?  • 

A,     Legislative  action  on  this  subject  if  confined   to  one  State  would  be  bad,  if  general. 

.j'.'cd. 

Q^.  In  your  experience,  best  judgment  and  observation  as  a  practical  rail  road  man,  is 
•^?'e  any  change  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama  that  you  think  could  be  made  or 
'»..i»hr  to  be  made  and  which  in  your  opinion  would  promote  the  safety,  convenience  and 
ajf.oramodation  of  the  public,  or  which  would  promote  the  prosperity  and  business  of  rail 
i'T«ds  ?  If  so  please  state  any  such  matter  which  you  think  could  be  attained  by  further  leg- 
:-i;;lion  on  an^'  of  these  subjects. 

.\,     Do  not  think  any  additional  legislation  on  this  subject  necessary. 

t.^^.  There  has  lately  been  an  increase  in  through  freight  rates  taking  etTcct  September  1st, 
1**1  please  state  about  what  the  amount  of  this  increase  has  been  ? 

A.  On  the  first  of  May,  1881,  freight  rates  were  reduced  from  Eastern  cities  to  Mont- 
^•vnerv  and  other  territory  in  Alabama  on  account  of  freight  rates  from  same  points  to  Lou - 
-f'Uc  and  Cincinnati  on  accourtt  of  trunk  line  wars,  rates  having  been  advanced  by   trunk 

.-,  OUT  ratch  were  put  back  on  the  first  of  September,  18S2,  to  the  fii;urcs  charged  previous 
•  •  May  1st,  1881.  There  have  been  no  changes  on  the  lower  classes  except  an  advance  of 
-t-.v  c;:nt  from  figures  that  have  been  in  eflfect  previous  to  September  1st,  1882.  While  the  first 
ia»»  rate  is  one  cent  less  than  previous  to  May,  1881.  On  cotton  rates  a  rate  of  eighty  cents 
Au>  wiaintained  to  Boston  and  Boston  points  lasit  year.  It  was  attempted  to  advance  this  to 
•re  dollar,  this  advance  was  made  from  September  1st,  to  September  14th,  1882,  on  which 
:i*v'  it  was  again  reduced  to  eighty-five  cents.  No  advance  was  made  to  Norfolk  or  South 
.-•-v'-.tic  ports. 

'J^  How  did  this  advance  in  through  rates  on  cotton  affect  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
>«lnia.  Alabama,  Columbus,  Georgia,  Opelika,  Alabama,  Union  Springs,  Alabama,  Troy, 
ALtbama,    New   York   and    Savannah,   Georgia,   on  cotton   shipped   to   New  York   and 

A,    In  my  opinion  no  effect  whatever,  as  all  points  were  correspondingly  advanced. 

C.^^.     Was  Mobile  advanced,  or  was  Savannah   advanced  ? 

A.  1  have  no  knowledge  of  Mobile  rates.  Rates  from  Savannah  to  New  York  were 
.  !•  3  need. 

Q_.      Was  the  rate  advanced  from  Montgomery  to  Savannah  ? 

A-  It  was  advanced  from  ^^last  year,  from  forty  to  fortj'-five  cents  per  one  hundred 
rcunds  on  cotton. 

Q^.  By  what  amount,  if  anything  do  you  believe  the  revenue  of  your  company  in  Ala- 
bama will  be  increased  during  the  season  from  the  first  of  September,  1S82,  to  the  thirtieth 
of  June  188^J,  by  the  changes  made  in  these  through  rates  about  which  you  have  above  tes- 

tiried  ? 
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A.     There  having  been  no  advance  to  Norfolk  our  principal  port,  and  an  advanee  of  onlv 
about  five  per  cent  to  anv  point  it  will  have  an  insignificant  effect  on  our  revenue. 

JAMES  R.  OGDEN, 
General  Freight  Agent. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  James 
R.  Ogden  on  this  the  15th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


1    Before    the     Rail    Road 

In    the  matter   of    the   Annual  Returns  of    East  Tennessee,  | 

I  Commission  of  Ala - 

Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road    Company  for  the   vear  } 

bama,       September 

ending  June  30th,  1882. 

J  15th,     1882. 


James  R.  Ogdcn,  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road 
Company,  being  first  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  in 
answer  to  questions  propounded  by  the  Commission,  as  hereinafter  set  forth,  tefitifitd 
as  follows,  on  rc-cxamination  : 

Q^  Do  you  quote  through  rates  on  cotton  from  all  local  ^stations  to  New  York  on  the 
Sclma  and  Alabama  Central  Divisions  of  your  line,  if  so  please  state  the  basis  upon  which  the 
rates  from  local  stations  on  the  respective  divisions  of  vour  line  above  mentioned  are  made ' 
And  will  you  send  us  a  copy  of  the  rates  from  said  local  stations  as  soon  as  the  same  have 
been  revised  to  meet  the  recent  revised  rates  on  cotton  ? 

^.  We  make  tlirough  rates  from  all  local  stations  between  Selma  and  Rome  to  eastern 
cities  based  on  a  rate  from  Rome,  ten  cents  less  than  through  rate  from  Rome  proper  with 
local  added  from  such  station.  From  all  stations  on  Alabama  Central  Division,  except  Deraop- 
olis  we  apply  a  rate  from  Selma,  ten  cents  less  than  the  through  rate  from  Selma  proper,  to 
which  locals  to  Selma  are  added.  The  Demopolis  through  rate  is  the  same  as  Selma.  The 
through  rate  from  Selma  and  Rome  are  the  same.  Will  send  the  rates  asked  for. 
"^Q^  On  what  basis  a»e  your  through  rates  from  eastern  cities  made  to  local  stations  on  the 
Selma  and 'Alabama  Central  Divisions  of  your  road  in  Alabama  ? 

A.  Rates  from  eastern  cities  to  stations  on  Selma  Division  between  Selma  and  Dalton 
are  made  by  adding  local  rates  from  Dalton  to  these  stations  to  a  through  rate  from  eastern 
cities  to  Dalton,  about  twenty-five  per  cent  less  than  the  through  rate  from  eastern  cities  to 
Dalton  proper.  Do  not  remember  basis  for  making  rates  from  eastern  cities  to  stations  on  Ala- 
bama'Central^Rail  Road,  but  will  obtain  and  fnrnish  it. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  James  R.  Ogden 
on  this  the  1 5th  day  of  September,  188:2. 
W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


JAMES  R.  OGDEN. 
General  Freight  Agent. 
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And  at  the  same  time  and  place  Ray  Knight,  Esq.,  Assistant  General  Freight  and  Passenger 
Agent  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  in  Alabama 
having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the 
questions  hereinafter  propounded  to  him  by  said  Commission  testified  as  follows  : 

(^    Where  do  you  reside  ? 

A.    Dalton,  Georgia. 

(^  What  office  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  operation  and  management  of  the  East  Ten- 
niNsee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  on  that  portion  of  its  line  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  and  the  Alabama 
Central  Rail  Road  ? 

A.     Assistant  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent,  and  have  held  since  June,  1880. 

Qj    Where  are  the  chief  offices  of  this  company  located  ? 

A.    Knoxville,  Tenessee. 

Qj  How  often  are  returns  made  to  the  general  officers  at  Knoxville,  of  the  passenger  and 
Jreight  earnings  of  that  portion  of  the  company's  said  road  in  Alabama  ? 

A.    I  am  not  positive,  but  believe  they  are  made  weekly. 

(^    By  whom  are  these  returns  made  and  to  whom  f 

A.  They  are  made  by  the  agents  at^the  different  stations  to  the  Auditor,  T.  D.  Flippeii, 
Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Q^.  Do  these  agents  at  these  different  stations  keep  accounts  of  these  passenger  and 
ircight  earnings  at  these  stations  ? 

A.    They  keep  a  daily,  weekly  or  monthly  account  as  is  required  by  the  Auditor. 

Q^    Are  you  familiar  with  the  freight  traffic  of  that  portion  of  said  road  formerly  known 
a^  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  during  each  of  the  years  ending  respectively,  June 
•^»th,  1882,  and  June  30th,  1881.? 
A.    I  am  familiar  with  it  in  a  general  way. 

Q;  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  how  the  freight  tonnage  on  that  portion  of 
<Ji^  road  formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road,  for  the  year  ending 
fiine  30th,  188:},  compared  with  the  amount  of  its  freight  tonnage  for  the  year  ending  June 
♦^»tii,18Sl. 

A.    The  tonnage  for  1882  showed  a  considerable  increase  over  that  for  1881. 

^-  Do  you  remember  how  the  cotton  tonnage  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  com- 
pared with  that  for  the  previous  year  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  exactly  but  I  believe  the  cotton  tonnage  for  1882  was  a  decrease  from 
ihatoflSSl. 

Qc  About  what  would  you  say  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  as  a  matter 
^  estimate  on  a  percentage  basis  was  the  increase  of  freight  tonnage  of  1882  over  that  of 
^^  as  above  enquired  about  ? 

A.    I  should  say  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent. 

Qc  Please  state  how  the  passenger  receipts  of  said  company  on  that  portion  of  its  said  Hue 
formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
^^2,  compared  with  its  receipts  from  the  same  source  for  the  previous  year  to  the  best  of 
> our  knowledge  and  judgment  ? 

A.    I  believe  the  passenger  receipts  showed  an  increase  in  1882  over  1881. 

Qc  About  what  amount  of  increase  would  you  say  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  as  an 
estimate  on  a  percentage  basis  ? 

A.    I  do  not  know. 

Qj  Do  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  do  not  know,  that  you  have  no  idea  of  what  this 
increase  is  ? 

A.    While  I  have  an  idea  on  the  subject,  yet  it  isn't  sufficient  to  make  an  estimate. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  as  near  as  you  can  what 
lias  been  the  earnings  per  mile  of  said  portion  of  said  company's  line  formerly  known  as  the 
Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  ? 


220 

A.     I  believe  it  has  been  about  three  thousand  dollars  per  mile. 

Q^    Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgement  how  the  amount  of  freigh* 
tonnage  or  that  portion  of  said  road  fonnerly  ]vHv)\'.  u  at,  the  AUibiinia  Central  Rail  Road  for 
the  vear  ending  June  30th,  1882  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
A.     A  considerable  decrease. 

Q^.    About  what  percentage  of  decrease  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  ? 
A,     I  have  not  had  sufficient  information  furnished  me  by  which  I  could  make  an  estimate 
Q^    Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  what  were  the  causes  of  tiii«i 
decrease  ? 

A.     Failure  in  cotton  crop  and  depression  of  business  generally  along  the  line  of  the  road. 
Q^    To  what  extent,  if  any,  was  cotton  hauled  along  that  road  to  the   Alabama  Great 
Southern  Rail  Road  for  transportation  along  said  last  named  road  during  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1882,  and  was  there  or  not  more  of  this  done  during  that  year  than   in  the  pre- 
vious year  ? 

A.     There  was  scarcely  any  cotton  shipped  in  this  manner  either  year. 
Qj     Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  how  the  passenger  reccipt< 
of  said  portion  of  said  road,  local  and  through,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  com- 
pared in  amount  to  its  passenger  receipts  from  the  same  sources  during  the  year  previou^  r 
A.     The  passenger  receipts  showed  considerable  decrease. 

Q^     About  what  amount  would  you  say  to  tlic  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  did 
they  show  such  decrease,  as  an  estimate  or  a  per  centage  basis  ? 

A.  I  have  not  had  sufficient  information   furni^^hod   mc  by  which  I  could   make  an  esti- 
mate. 

Q^    Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  what  were  the  earnings  of 
said  company  from  all  its  business  done  over  the  said  Alabama  Central  portion  of  said  raii 
road  per  mile  for  said  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  ? 
A.     About  $1,700  per  mile. 

Q.  Did  said  company  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  run  passenger  trains  over 
said  portions  of  its  road  formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  and 
Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  on  the  same  time  table,  or  were  the  passenger  trains  on  thc-o 
two  portions  of  its  road  operated  on  different  time  tables  during  said  year  ? 

A.     The  passenger  trains  were  run  upon  separate  time  tables  issued  for  each  division. 
Q^     During  said  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  did  said  company  nm  separate  or  different 
passenger  trains  over  said  two  portions  of  its  road  in    Alabama,  or  did  it  run  the  same  pa>- 
senger  trains  daily  over  these  two  roads  ? 

A.  For  about  three  months  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  1882,  to  the  best  ot  mj 
recollection,  the  company  ran  the  same  passenger  train  through  from  Meridian  to  Cleve- 
land, over  both  these  portions  of  its  road.  That  was  the  only  time  during  that  year  that 
the  same  train  was  nm  over  these  two  portions  of  this  road.  With  that  exception  the  com- 
pany ran  separate  trains  on  each  of  these  portions  of  its  road. 

Q^  How  do  the  passenger  cars  for  comfort,  speed  and  time  of  operation  on  the  Al»i- 
bama  Central  portion  of  the  road  compare  with  those  on  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  por- 
tion of  the  road  ? 

A.  The  speed  is  about  the  same  on  one  road  as  the  other,  and  I  should  say  they  were 
equal  to  those  on  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  portion  of  the  road  in  point  of  comfort 

Q.  Do  you  run  what  is  known  as  a  regular  accommodation  passenger  train  on  the 
Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  f 

A.  There  is  such  a  train  but  we  did  not  commence  running  it  until  about  two  months 
ago. 

Q.  Do  you  run  any  other  passenger  train  than  a  mixed  train  on  the  Alabama  Central 
Rail  Road  ? 

A.     We  are  running  a  clean  passenger  train  on  that  road. 

Q^     Do  you  run  a  mixed  train  on  this  road  ^ 

A.     We  do  not  run  what  could  be  properly  called  a  mixed  train,  but  we  run  a  freight  train 
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nith  a  caboose  attached  on  which  we  haul  passengers. 

C^    According  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience,  please  state 
how  tJie  business  of  said  company  on  its  roads  in   Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
K^^^'i,  compared  with  year  previous  ? 
A.    I  believe  the  year  188ii  was  a.  better  year  than  1881. 

C^.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  predicated  upon  your  prac- 
tical experience  as  a  man  in  the  business  of  rail  roads  what  jou  think  the  business  outlook 
tor  said  company  in  the  operation  of  its  said  roads  in  Alabama  is  this  season  compared  with 
liNt  season,  and  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  statement  ? 

A.    1  believe  the  outlook  for  this  season  is  more  favorable  than  last.     I  predicate  my 

lt:iief  upon  the  fact  of  having  a  larger  cotton  crop  and  better  feeling  in  business  generally 

Q^    What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  of  a  legislative  restriction  against  this  com- 

ray  hauling  local  and  through  freight  on  its  trains  on  Sunday  ?     How  in  your  judgment 

« niUl  it  effect  the  public  and  how  the  business  of  your  rail  road  ? 

A.  If  it  was  done  on  all  roads  it  would  be  a  good  enactment  and  would  not  affect  our 
road  or  the  public  injuriously.  When  I  say  all  roads  I  mean  our  connecting  lines  and  the 
'.'tiier  roads  of  the  State. 

(^  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
lama  and  adopted  by  your  company,  which  in  your  experience  and  observation  has  oper- 
•ted  oppressively,  unjustly  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  your  company  ?  If  so,  please 
^tate  every  such  rule  and  regulation,  and  how  in  your  judgment  it  could  be  best  remedied 
or  corrected. 

A.  Unless  the  passenger  rate  on  the  Alabama  Central  Rail  Road  is  oppressive,  and  I 
i!ii  not  satisfied  that  it  is,  I  know  of  no  rule  or  regulation  that  works  injuriously  or 
'injustly. 

C^  In  your  experience  and  observation  in  the  practical  operation  of  rail  roads  are  there 
any  changes  that  have  occurred  to  your  mind  that  could  be  made  in  the  present  rail  road 
j*i  of  Alabama,  which,  in  your  opinion,  would  tend  to  promote  the  safety,  convenience 
ind  accommodation  of  the  public,  or.  which  would  tend  to  promote  the  general  prosperity 
uid  business  of  rail  roads  in  this  State  ?  If  so,  please  state  any  such  changes  which  you 
vlieve  could  be  made  to  advantage  in  these  respects  by  further  legislation  ? 
A.    I  know  of  no  changes. 

RAY  KNIGHT, 

A.  G.  F.  &  P.  Agt 
"^worn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Ray  Knight 
on  this  the  loth  day  of  September,  A.  D., 
1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


In   the   matter    of   the    annual  returns   of  the  Memphis  & 

Charleston  Rail  Road  Company'  for  the  year  ending     >■ 
June  30th,  1882. 


Before  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
mission of  Alabama, 
Friday,  September 
15th,  1882. 


T.  S  Davant,  Assistant  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton Rail  Road  Company,  being  first  duly  sworn  by   the   Rail   Road   Commission  of 
Alabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions  hereinafter  propounded  by  them,  testified  as 
follows  : 

Q^    Where  do  you  reside  ? 
A      Memphis,  Tennessee. 

(^    What  oflice  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and   operation  of  the  Memphis  & 
Charleston  Rail  Road  ? 

A.    That  of  Assistant  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent. 

Q^    How  long  have  you  held  thatoflSce  ? 

A.    Since  July,  1877. 

(^  Please  state  to  us  if  you  know  the  causes  why  said  company  has  not  furnished  its 
'dr.!mal  returns  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 18Sil? 

A  I  do  not  know  the  causes  but  I  infer  from  circumstances  that  it  was  because  the 
forms  for  this  purpose  did  not  reach  the  Memphis  oflSce  until  within  the  last  few  days. 
The  circumstances  I  refer  to  are  that  I  never  saw  these  forms  myself  until  the  9th  of  this 
Qonth  when  the  Auditor  of  the  company  brought  them  into  my  ofiice  for  the  purpose  of 
geting  up  some  of  the  information  called  for  by  them.  I  have  been  away  from  Memphis 
myself  since  last  Sunday  on  business  and  do  not  know  whether  they  have  been  complete^ 
or  not 

C^  Please  itate  to  tlie  best  of  your  knowledge,  information  and  judgment  how  the  freight 
tonnage  account  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882, 
compares  with  the  previous  year  ? 

A.    There  is  a  considerable  increase  in  tonnage. 

Qj  About  how  much  increase  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  was  there  in  the  period 
named .' 

A.  About  two  thousand  tons.  I  state  this  from  general  recollection  without  feeling 
certain  that  I  am  at  all  accurate  about  it,  but  I  will  supply  the  Commission  with  the  correct 
Sgurcs  hereafter  on  reaching  home.  I  make  this  statement  in  the  absence  of  my  books  and 
of  all  data  on  the  subject. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  information  and  judgment  how  the  freight 
receipts  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  com- 
pared with  its  freight  receipts  during  the  previous  year  ? 

A.  The  earnings  from  through  freight  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  show  a 
decrease  of  about  $3,000,  and  from  local  freight  $43,000,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

0^    Please  state  the  causes  which  produced  your  falling  off  in  through  freight  ? 

A.    It  resulted  from  a  reduction  in  both  east  and  weit  bound  rates. 

Q^  Please  state  the  causes  that  produced  the  falling  off  in  your  receipts  of  your  local 
freights  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  The  decrease  is  largely  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  short  cotton  crop,  in  fact, 
wholly  accounted  for  in  that  way  because  that  was  the  basis  of  our  losses  on  freights  and  in 
trarel  both. 
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Qj     Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  as  an  estimate  on  a  perccir 
age  basis  about  what  proportion  of  your  loss   on   local  freight   occurred  on  that  portion  c." 
your  line  in  Alabama  ? 

A.     It  it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  to  answer  the  question  even  appros^imately. 

C^  Will  you  please  furnish  us  a  statement  answering  this  last  question  above  to  tk 
best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  after  reaching  home  and  having  an  oportunity  to  look 
at  the  statistics  on  this  subject  in  the  office  of  the  company  and  return  it  to  us  as  part  o{ 
this,  your  deposition  for  our  information  ? 

A.     I  will  do  so  on  my  return  home. 

Qi  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  information  and  judgment  how  the  tou! 
receipts  from  passenger  fares  for  said  company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1S82,  com- 
pared with  the  passenger  receipts  for  said  company  for  the  year  previous,  giving  such  de- 
ference if  you  can  as  to  through  passenger  fares  and  local  passenger  fares  ? 

A.  The  decrease  in  passenger  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  as  compareil 
with  the  previous  year  was  on  through  business  about  $19,000,  and  on  local  busine^^ 
about  $52,000. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  information  and  judgment  what  were  tht 
causes  that  produced  the  falling  off  in  your  through  and  local  passengei  business  ? 

A.  There  are  three  causes  to  which  I  attribute  the  decrease.  First,  a  general  depres-ior. 
which  existed  along  the  line  of  road  owing  to  short  crops.  Second,  a  reduction  in  our  taritT 
of  from  four  to  three  cents,  and  third,  the  decrease  in  the  movement  of  imigr.-int- 
westward. 

Qi  The  decrease  you  suffered  from  want  of  imigrants  to  move  westward  affected  chierlv 
your  through  business,  did  it  not,  or  did  it  to  any  considerable  extent  affect  your  local  pa->- 
enger  business  ? 

A.  The  decrease  in  the  imigrant  moTCTJent  affected  the  through  business  directly.  No 
portion  of  the  decrease  in  local  business  can  be  attributed  to  that  cause. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  knowledge  as  near  as  you  can  estimate 
it  about  what  proportion  of  your  loss  on  local  passenger  business  was  due  to  short  crops  anif 
general  depression  in  business  along  your  line  ? 

A.     I  have  no  statistics  or  information  which  will  enable  me  to  answer  this  question. 

Q.     Please  state  to  the  best  of  your   knowledge   and  judgment  about  what  proportion  of 
your  loss  on  local  passenger  receipts  was  due  to  the  reduction  of  your  passenger  tariff  frorc 
four  to  three  cents  per  mile  as  near  as  you  can  estimate  it  ? 

A.  The  reduction  was  made  on  the  eve  of  the  failure  of  the  crops  and  hence  did  not 
stimulate  travel  as  it  probably  would  have  done  under  a  more  prosperoua  condition  of  thing*, 
this  being  the  case  1  consider  the  reduction  in  rates  the  principle  cause  for  our  decrease  in 
local  revenue.     But  I  am  unable  to  give  the  proportion  enquired  about. 

Q.  Have  you  no  statistics  in  the  offices  of  your  company  which  will  show  the  number 
of  local  passengers  hauled  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  the  number  hauled 
during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  ? 

A.  We  have  no  compilation  of  the  statistics  in  question  although  we  have  the  records  on 
file  from  which  the  information  might  be  gotten. 

Q^  How  long  would  it  take  you  to  get  up  such  a  compilation  for  the  Rail  Road  Commis- 
sion of  Alabama  and  furnish  it  as  part  of  your  deposition  in  this  case  ? 

A.     It  would  take  a  clerk  at  least  ten  days  to  compile  the  statement  in  question. 

Qi  Could  any  one  clerk  or  all  the  clerks  that  you  have,  assisted  by  all  the  officers  of  your 
company,  prepare  any  such  compilation  from  the  statistics  in  your  office  which  would  show 
the  distance  that  your  company  hauled  each  of  the  persons  who  paid  local  fares  over  it^ 
roads  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881. 

A.  We  have  the  statistics  from  which  such  a  statement  could  be  compiled,  but  it  Mould 
be  strictly  a  one  man's  work. 

Q.     How  long  about  would  it  take  to  compile  such  a  state  nent  by  that  one  man  ? 

A.     I  am  not  mathematician  enough  to  answer  this  last  question. 
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C^     What  is  the  distance  along  your  road  from  Memphis  to  Stevenson,  Alabama  ? 

A.     Two  hundred  and  seventy -two  miles. 

Q^     What  part  of  this  distance  is  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

A.      One  hundred  and  fifty  six  miles. 

Q.  About  how  has  this  portion  of  your  road  in  Alabama  compared  in  its  local  passenger 
business  to  the  other  portion  of  your  line  between  the  city  of  Memphis  and  the  Alabama 
State  line  relatively  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  during  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1882,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  recollection  ? 

A.  Being  without  my  records  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  thi»  question,  but  I  will 
Ornish  a  statement  from  which  it  can  be  obtained  on  my  return  home,  as  part  of  my  deposi- 
tion in    this  case. 

Qj  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  information  and  judgment  what  were  the 
'rjtal  earnings  per  mile  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year 
c-.ding  June  30th.  1882. 

A.      About  $4,000  per  mile. 

C^  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  on  the  subject  please  state  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge  and  judgment  what  the  business  prospects  of  said  company  are  this  season  as 
compared  with  its  business  last  season,  and  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  make  this 
statement  ? 

A.  The  business  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
'he  cotton  crop.  The  prospect  of  a  large  crop  is  now  good  and  on  this  we  arc  depending  for 
i  '<irger  business  than  we  had  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 

(X^     Is  there  or  not  strong  competition  between  your  company   and   the  Mississippi  River 

V.  Memphis  in  the  cotton  carrying  trade  to  the  east  and  New  Orleans  ? 
A.     There  is  such  strong  competition. 
C^     How  is  this  competition  between  your  company  and  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail 

Road  Company  at  Decatur  ? 
A.     No  competition  that  amounts  to  anything  at  Decatur  between  that  company  and  my 

orrpany. 
Q^    Do  you  quote  any  through  rates  from  Decatur  to  New  York  on  cotton  ? 

A.  1  do,  but  the  rate  is  the  same  as  from   local  stations   on   this  road   east  and  west  of 
Decatur. 

B.  Do  you  give  through  rates  on  cotton  from  all  local  stations  on  your  road  to  New 
York  ? 

A.     We  do,  and  the  same  through  rate  from  each  of  them. 

(^    What  is  the  through  rate  from  each  of  your  local   stations   on  cotton  to  New  York  ? 

A.     Ninety  cents  per  hundred  pounds  is  now  the  rate. 

^^    What  is  the  through  cotton  rate  from  Memphis  to  New  York  ? 

A.     The  rate  now  in  effect  is  seventy-two  cents  per  hundred  pounds. 

^;  Do  you  concede  through  rates  on  any  other  freight  except  cOtton  to  any  other  points 
•iion^  your  line  except  Memphis  and  Chattanooga,  if  so  to  what  other  points  ? 

A,  There  arc  through  rates  in  effect  from  all  principal  points  to  all  stations  on  the  Mem- 
rhiv  ii  Charleston  Rail  Road. 

(^    Are  these  direct  through  rates  or  do  they  include  any  local  or  arbitrary  rat«s  ?^ 

A.  On  through  rates  to  local  stations  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  is  allowed 
.':>.-al  rates,  bat  to  terminal  and  junction  points  where  the  rate-^  are  controlled  by  compcti- 
♦iKj  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  pro- rates  with  its  connections  as  the  circum- 
stances may  justify. 

(^  When  the  rate  of  three  cents  a  mile  was  fixed  in  Alabama  over  your  road  for  pass- 
engers was  the  sime  rate  made  over  all  the  balance  of  your  road  ? 

A.    It  was. 

Q^    Has  it  been  in  effect  ever  s'nce  ? 

A.    It  has, 

15 
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Q^  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
bama and  adopted  by  your  company  which  has  operated  oppressively,  unjustly  or  inju- 
riously, to  the  business  of  your  company  ?  If  so  please  state  what  that  rule  or  regulation  U 
and  how  in  your  judgment  it  could  best  be  corrected  or  remedied. 

A.  The  only  objection  I  have  to  urge  against  any  of  the  rulings  of  the  Commission 
is  their  disapproval  of  the  rule  We  had  in  effect  charging  passengers  conductor's  rate  M-her 
they  neglected  to  purchase  tickets  during  the  business  hours  of  the  day.  The  disapproval  o:" 
the  rule  in  question  destroyed  in  a  great  measure  the  benefits  which  the  rule  established  by 
the  Commission  allowing  the  rail  roads  to  collect  a  higiier  rate  on  their  trains  than  from 
agents  was  intended  to  accrue  to  the  rail  roads. 

Q^    Is  there  any  changes  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama  which  have  occurreJ 
to  your  mind  as  a  practical  rail  road  man  which  you  believe  could  be  made  and  ought  to  be 
made  that  would  tend  to  promote  the  safety,  accommodation  and  convenience  of  the   public 
or  the  prosperity  and  business  of  rail  roads  ?    If  so  please  state  the  same. 
A.     I  have  no  opinions  to  venture  or  recomendations  to  make. 

T.  S.  DAVANT, 

AssH.  Gen'l.  Fr*t  and  Pass.  Agt., 

Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  T.  S. 
Davant  on  this  the  loth    day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commis«ioners. 


ADDITIONAL  TESTIMONY   OF  T.   S.   DAVANT,   ASSISTANT  GENERAL 

FREIGHT   AND    PASSENGER  AGENT. 


In   the  matter  of  the  Annual    Returns  of  the  Memphis   & 
Charleston  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending 
June  lOth,   1882. 


Before  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  of  Ala- 
bama, Friday,  Sep- 
tember   16th,  1SS2. 

Memphis,  Tbmnbsseb,  September  30th,  1882. 


Capt.  W,  L.  Bragg, 

President  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Alabama, 

Dear  Sir  : — Please  substitute  the  following  revised  answers  to  your  interrogatories  : 

Answer  to  question  7th. 

The  earnii^  from  through  freight  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  show  a  decrease  of 
142,184.81  and  from  local  freight  $26,028.73  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Answer  to  question  10th. 

I  cannot  separate  tlie  throjgh  and  local  business,  but  the  earnings  from  freight  receired  at 
Alabama  sUtions  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  was  $192,072.09  against  $206,590.39 
for  the  previous  year. 
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The  decrease  is  $14,518.30  or  about  twenty -one  and  a  half  per  cent  of  the  entire  decrease 
»r  the  ycsLT  ending  June  30th,  1882. 
Answer  to  question  12th. 

The  decrease  in  passenger  receipts  for  the  jear  ending  June  30th,  1882,  as  compared  with 
\c  previous  jear  was  on  through  businest'$6,405,89  and  on  local  business  |34,0€7.95. 
Answer  to  question  22d. 

The  sale  of  local  tickets  at  Alabama  stations  show  an  increase  of  $2,166.23. 
These  are  the  only  changes  which  I  desire  to  make. 
I  send  you  by  mail  to-day  the  tonnage  and  revenue  statement  as  requested. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  S.  DAVANT, 

A.  G.  F.  and  P.  A. 


t  - 


'  Before     the     Rail     Road 

In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  East  Alabama  Rail-  Commission  of  Ala- 

\ 
way  Company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882.  bama       September, 

16th,  1882. 

W  Wi'.  Barnes,  Superintendent  of  the  East  Alabama  Railway  Company  being  first  duly 
iworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions  pro- 
pounded by  the  Commission  as  hereinafter  set  forth  testified  as  follows  : 

Q^.    Where  do  you  reside  ? 
A.    Opelika,  Alabama. 

Q^.    What  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the  East  Ala- 
Sima  Railway  Company  ? 
A.    I  am  Su{>enintendent  and  General  Manager. 
C^.    How  long  have  you  held  these  ofl^ces  ? 

A.   Under  the  present  administration  I  have  held  them  since  April,  1880  to  this  time. 
(^  In  the  annual  returns  of  your  company  to  the  Rail  Road   Commission   of  Alabama 

^V  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  the  cost  of  your  road  is  estimated  at  $800,000  and  cost 
'!  ^qjipment  $24,060,  and  in  the  annual  returns  of  your  company  to  said  Commission  for 
1.1  .ear  ending  June  30th,  1882,  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  as  authorized  bylaw  is 
:  'cat  $200,000,  and  in  the  same  returns  last  named  the  total  cost  of  the  road  and  equip- 
"ifTti  to  date  to  purchasers  is  given  $200,000.  Will  you  please  explain  each  of  the  different 
^r-es,  what  they  represent  respectively,  and  how  they  come  to  be  made  ? 

A.  When  the  road  was  sold  at  Chancery  sale  it  was  bid  off  to  the  present  purchasers  at 
tl'D.OOO.  That  occurred  in  April,  1880.  The  present  purchasers  reorganized  in  May  or 
'  T;;.  1880  and  increased  their  capital  stock  to  $200,000  and  issued  it  to  that  amount.  The 
'':t:  of  $800,000  represented  the  original  cost  of  the  road  between  Guntersville  and  Eufaula, 
'I'bracing  twenty -five  miles  of  track  laid,  other  grading  and  work  done  on  the  road,  and  all 
'franchises  and  property.     The  item  $24,060  represents  original  cost  of  equipments. 

Q^   Do  you  know  what  amount  of  said  stock  is  paid  up,  and  what   amount  of  it,  if  any,  is 

^'  paid  up,  that  capital  stock  of  $200,000  ? 

A    It  is  all  paid  up  in  the  purchase  of  the  road  and  equipment. 

'4^  Who  bought  the  road  at  that  Chancery  sale  ? 

A    The  bondholders,  at  whose  suit  it  had  been  foreclosed  in  the  Chancery  suit. 

Q^  What,  in  your  opinion,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  predicated  upon 
."^r  inowledge  and  experienee  in  the  business  of  rail  roads  and  of  this  particular  road,  is 
'^^tair  market  value  of  this  rail  road,  its  main  track,  sidings,  depots  and  all  its  property,  and 
■; '  e  the  ground  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

A  I  should  say  a  fair  market  value  for  the  road  would  be  about  $400,000.  The  grounds 
.■on  which  I  predicate  this  opinion  is  my  know^ledge  of  its  intrinsic  value.  Looking  at  its 
"ere earning  capacity  alone,  it  would  not  pay  a  reasonable  return  on  an  investment  of 
M'KMKJiJ.  It  has  been  offered  for  sale  by  the  present  purchasers  to  two  different  parties  at 
*^'W,  and  not  sold  on  account  of  some  law  suits  that  they  are  having  over  it.  If  these 
iw  suits  were  out  of  the  way,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  sell  for  $300,000  or  $400,000. 

^i;  There  is  a  decrease  in  the  total  earnings  of  this  company  for  the  year  1882  as  compared 
^ith  previous  year  of  $2,666  16  which  loss  seems  to  be  made  up  of  a  decrease  in  passenger 
f-^rnings  of  twenty -eight  dollars  and  forty  cents  and  , of  a  decrease  in  freight  earnings  of 
W,6()8  01  will  you  please  explain  the  cause  that  produced  this  falling  off  in  your  freight  carn- 
'""R  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  judgment  and  observation  ? 
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A.     It  was  due  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  country,  from  the  short  crops  of  18S1.   Wc 

fell  off  about  two  thousand  bales  of  cotton  from  the  year  before,  and  did  not  get  more  than 

about  half  the  amount  of  guano  that  we  hauled  the  previous  year;  this  was   where  our    lo^6 

occurred. 

Q,    What  were  the  earnings  of  your  road  per  mile  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,   1881  ? 

A.     One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

Q^    What  were  the  total  earning  of  your  road  per  mile  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  ISS'i  ? 
A.     One  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents. 
Q.    Your  expenses  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  it  appears  from  the  report  of  your 
company   increased  by  the  amount  of  $6,420  96  over  the  year  previous.     Will  you  plea<.e 
explain  the  items  of  this  increased  expense,  and  how  it  occurred  ? 

A.  There  is  an  increase  oyer  1881  of  $2,922  73  in  court  costs  and  lawyers  fees,  amd  for  ^ 
depot  building  at  LaFayette  eight  hundred  and  seventy -five  dollars,  and  the  balance  way 
made  up  in  bridging  and  cross-ties;  and  there  was  an  increase  in  track  force.  I  only  had  on, 
section  boss  on  the  lower  end  amd  I  had  to  put  on  two. 

Q^  On  page  nine  of  the  returns  of  your  company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18^2 
there  is  the  item  of  contingencies  $4,857  64.  What  does  that  represent,  and  of  what  items 
is  it  composed  ? 

A,     It  comprises  lumber  purchased,  oil,  material  bought  for   engines  and  reparing   car- 
and  a  good  deal  of  this  is  for  mileage  paid  on  cars  on  the  upper  part  of  the  road,  amountii^i^ 
to  about  forty  or  fifty  dollars  per  month  paid  to  the  Green  Line. 
Q^     Where  is  the  chief  oflfice  of  the  company  kept  ? 
A.     Opelika,  Alabama. 

Q^    Do  you  make  reports  of  the  earnings  of  the  road,  and  if  so,  how  often,  and  to  whom- 
A.     I  make  it  to  the  Treasurer,  Osgood  Welsh,  forth- one  Wall  [street,  New   York  at  thr 
end  of  each  month. 

Q^     Is  there  an  office  of  the  company  kspt  at  the  place  you  have   named  in  the  city   ot" 
New  York  ? 

A.     Forty-one  Wall  street  is  the  President's  and  Treasurer's  office. 
Q^    What  books  are  kept  at  the  office  at  Opelika  of  the  business  of  the  company  ? 
A.     The  general  freight  book,  on  which  all  freight  business  is  recorded,  cash  book,  journa! 
ledger  and  day  book. 
Q^     Who  keeps  these  books  at  Opelika  ? 
A.     I  keep  them. 

Qi    Do  you  know  what  books  of  the  company  are  kept  at  the  New   Yord  office  ?    It  so, 
please  state  them. 

A.     I  do  not  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Q^  Was  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  a  favorable  or  and  unfaTorable  year  for  the 
business  ofyour  company,  on  the  basis  of  an  average  year,  and  please  state  grounds  upon 
which  you  predicate  your  answer  to  this  question  ? 

A.     It  was  about  an  average  year.     The  year  before  we  did  a  larger  business  tlian    wan 
ever  done  on  the  road  before,  and  that  was  due  to  the  large  cotton  crop  and  the  use  of  more 
fertilizers  than  ever  before. 
Q.     Do  you  run  a  passenger  train  every  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday  over  your   road  ' 
A.     I  run  what  is  called  a  mixed  train,  passenger  and  freight,  every  day  except  Sunday* 
over  my  road . 
Q^    Do  you  run  freight  trains  on  Sanday  over  your  road  ? 

A.  On  the  lower  end  of  tlie  road  I  do  not.  On  the  Gadsden  end  I  haul  through  freight 
sometimes  on  Sunday  morning. 

C^.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effdct  on  the  business  ofyour  rail  road,  and  the 
public  it  serves  if  there  was  a  legislative  restriction  enacted  against  hauling  freight  on  Sun- 
day ? 

A.  My  opinion  is  that  there  ought  to  be  a  legislative  restriction  against  hauling  freight 
on  Sunday.     Men  ought  to  have  one  day  iu  the  week  to  rest. 
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Q^  Do  you  give  through  rates  on  freight  from  any  stations  on  your  road,  if  so,  from  what 
staiions,  and  on  what  basis  are  these  through  rates  made,  respectirely  from  each  station  ? 

A.  We  give  no  through  rates  on  the  road,  I  issue  bills  of  ladings  sometimes  with  a  guar- 
antee of  what  the  freight  will  be.  If  it  is  through  freight  I  charge  my  local,  to  which  the 
through  freight  is  added  from  Opelika  or  Gadsden  the  same  way. 

Q^  From  your  knowledge,  experience,  and  observation  in  such  matters,  what  in  your 
best  judgment  are  the  business  prospects  of  said  company  this  season  as  compared  with  last 
va?on  ?     Please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  statement. 

A.  I  believe  we  will  do  equally  as  well,  if  not  better  than  we  did  last  season,  owing  to  tlie 
?oeraI  prosperity  of  the  country  and  increase  in  crops.  The  cotton  crop  is  later,  but  I  think 
t  will  be  fully  as  much  if  not  more  than  last  year. 

Qi  Please  look  at  the  analysis  of  expenses  of  your  company  on  pages  nine  and  ten  of  its 
annual  returns  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
Ifat  and  state  whether  within  your  knowledge  each  of  said  items  of  expense  as  there  stated 
were  necessarily  incurred  and  actually  paid  by  said  company  ? 

A.  I  know  that  the  expenses  were  necessarily  incurred  and  actually  paid  by  said  com- 
pany as  there  stated. 

C^    Is  there  any  rule  on  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
bima,  and  adopted  by  your  company  which  in  its  practical  operation  eifects  the  business  o*^ 
your  company  oppressively,  unjustly  or  injuriously  ?     If  so,  please  state  every  such  rule  and 
ftriation,  and  how,  in  your  judgment  it  could  be  best  remedied  or  corrected. 

A.    I  have  tried  to  comply  with  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Rail  Road   Commis- 
^^c.and  find  that  none  of  them  effect  our  business  injuriously,  oppressively  or  unjustly, 

<^  In  your  exparience  and  observation  in  the  practical  operations  of  rail  roads  in  this 
S'Jts,  are  there  any  changes  which  you  believe  could  be  made  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws 
ct  Alabama  which  would  tend  to  promote  the  security,  convenience  and  accommodation  of 
'i<:  public,  or  which  would  promote  the  prosperity  and  business  of  the  rail  roads  in  this  State? 
i'  ?o,  please  state  any  such  changes  which  you  think  could  be  made. 
A.    I  don^t  know  of  any  suggestion  to  make. 

W.  W.  BARNES, 
Superintendent. 
•Sv\orn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said   W.  W. 
Barnes  on  this  the  16th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, A.  D.,  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 

JAMES  CROOK, 

CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners. 


In  th«  matter  of  the  Annual  Returns  of  the  Tuskegee  Narrow* 
Guage  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  188:^, 


1    Before    the    Rail     Road 
I  Commission  of  Ala- 

bama,      September 
16th,  1882. 


W.  H.  Wright,  Agent  and  Manager  of  the  Tuskegee  Narrow  Gauge  Rail  Road  Company 
being  first  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the 
questions  propounded  by  the  Commission  as  hereinafter  setforth,  testified  as  follows  : 

Q^    Where  do  you  reside  ? 
A.    Tuskegee,  Alabama. 

(^   What  office  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Tuskegee 
Narrow  Guage  Rail  Road  ? 
A.    Agent. 

(^   How  long  have  you  held  this  office  ? 
A.   Since  the  1st  of  January,  1872. 
%  What  duties  do  you  perform  as  such  agent  ? 

V   I  run  trains,  collect  the  revenue,  and  account  to  the  owners  of  the  rail  road  for  it. 
'^  Who  are  the  owners  of  this  rail  road? 

A.   E.  T.  Varner,  Mrs.  L.  V.  Alexander  and  Campbell  and  Wright. 
(i;   Where  do  the  owners  of  this  rail  road  reside  ? 
A.   Tuskegee,  Alabama. 

C^  Did  they  build  and  construct  this  rail  road  ? 

A.   They  acquired  the  road  bed  from  another  company,  and  right  of  way,  and  then  they 
tpaired  it  and  equipped  it  themselves. 

%,  At  the  time  they  acquired  this  road  bed  were  there  any  cross  ties  and  rails  on  it  ? 
A.   There  were  some  worthless  cross  ties  but  no  rails. 
(^   What  did  it  cost  the  present  owners  to  build  and  equip  this  road  ^ 
A.    Forty-two  thousand,  six  hundred  dollars. 
<^   Have  they  ever  issued  any  stock  or  bonds  on  the  road  ? 
A.    None. 

Q^   How  do  they  own  and  hold  it  ? 

A  They  hold  and  own  it    in    co-partnership,    Campbell  and    Wright   own  one-third 
'-■smt  Mrs.  Alexander  one-third  interest  and  C.  T.  Varner  owns  one-third  interest. 
%  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  market  value  of  the  rail  road,  its  main  track,  side 
^cJc,  rolling  stock,  depots  and  other  property,  and  please  give  the  grounds  upon  which  you 
?fedicatc  this  opinion  ? 

A.    To  the  best  of  my  judgment  it  would  be  about  $23,800.     I  predicate  this  opinion  upon 
'^e  character,  and  nature,  and  situation  of  the  property  and  its  earning  capacity. 
C^  There  is  an  increase  in  the  earnings  of  the  road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883, 
''f  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and  ninety -two  cents  over  the  year  previous  ;  please 
>tate  to  what  causes  you  attribute  this,  whether  in  freight  or  passengers,  or  both  ? 
A.    The  increase  in  passenger  receipts,  and  decrease  in  freight  receipts. 
C^;,   It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  ^  our  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  expenses  of 
the  company  for  that  year,  of  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents  over  the 
previous  year ;  please  state  to  what  cause  this  was  attributable. 
A.    There  was  an  additional  track  built  at  Chewhaw  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a  turn 
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table  in  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  this  accounts  for  the  difference  in  the  expen>c 
between  these  years  substantially. 

Q;  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  about  what  percentage  of  its  earnings  this 
company  receives  from  freight  and  about  what  percentage  of  its  earnings  it  receives  from 
passenger. 

A.     About  two- thirds  from  freight  and  one- third  from  passenger. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  predicated  upon  your  prac- 
tical experience  and  observation  how  the  prospects  of  this  rail  road  for  business  this  season 
compare  with  last  ssason,  and  give  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  statements. 

A.     I  think  they  are  about  the  same. 

C^    Do  you  run  freight  trains  on  this  road  on  Sunday.? 

A.     Do  not. 

Q.     What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  business  of  this  rail  road  and  the 
public  it  serves,  of  a  legislative  restriction  enacted  against  running  freight  trains  on  Sunday  r 
A.     It  would  not  affect  the  business  of  the  road  at  all. 
Q:.    Do  you  run  daily  passenger  trains  over  this  road  ? 
A.     We  do. 

Q^  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
bama, and  adopted  by  the  rail  roads  of  this  State  or  your  own  rail  road  which  in  their  prac- 
tical operations  have  affected  injuriously  or  oppressively  the  business  of  the  Tuskegee  Narrow 
Ouage  Rail  Road  ?  If  so,  pleaee  state  every  such  rule  or  regulation  and  how  in  your  opinion 
it  could  be  remedied  or  corrected  ? 

A.     There  is  none. 

C^  In  your  experience  and  observation  in  the  practical  operation  of  rail  roads  in  thii 
State,  are  there  any  changes  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama  which  you  believe 
could  be  made,  that  would  tend  to  promote  the  security,  accommodation,  or  convenience  of 
the  public  or  the  general  prosperity  and  business  of  rail  roads  in  the  State  ?  If  so,  please 
State  any  such  changes  that  you  think  could  be  made  by  further  legislation  ? 

A.     I  have  none  to  suggest. 

Q^    Do  you  givt  or  have  any  through  rates  over  your  rail  road  to  other  points  ? 

A.     We  have  no  such  through  rates.     We  charge  only  our  local  rates  ? 

Q^    Do  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  from  those  you  do  business  with,  against  the  amount 

of  your  passenger  rates  or  freight  rates,  claiming  in  either  instance  that  these  rates  are  too 
high? 

A.     Sometimes  there  are  passengers,  strangers  usually  who  complain  that  fifty  cents » 

too  much,  but  these  complaints  are  of  rare  occurrence.     No  complaint  about  freight  rates. 

W.  H.  WRIGHT. 

Agent  Tuskegee  Rail  Road. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  W.  H. 

Wright  on  this    16th  day  of    Sep- 
tember,   1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHARLES  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners. 


In  the  matter  of  the  annual   returns  of  the   New  Orleans  &   1    Before    the     Rail     Road 


Selma  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882. 


Commission  of  Ala- 
bama, Wednesday 
Sept.  20th,  1882. 


L  B.  Schofield,  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  &  Selma  Rail  Road,  being  first  duly 
sworn  by  the  rail  road  Commission  of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions  pro- 
pounded by  the  Commission  as  hereinafter  set  forth  testified  as  follows  : 

(^    Where  do  you  reside  ? 
A.    Selma,  Alabama. 

Q,.    What  office  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the   management  and  operation   of  the   New 
Orleans  &  Selma  Rail  Road  Company  ? 

A.    Superintendent. 

Q^.    How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? 

A.    Since  January,  1881. 

(^  Please  state  how  that  road  is  operated,  by  whom,  and  for  whom,  and  in  what  manncj- 
y^  how  long  it  has  been  so  operated  ? 

A.  It  is  operated  by  Hon.  John  Tucker  as  Trustee  for  the  bond-holders  of  said  com- 
pttv,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chancery  Court  of  Dallas  County,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
uTi^jand  it  has  been  so  operated  since  September,  187S>. 

%  Please  state  how  it  was,  and  why  it  was,  that  in  your  annual  returns  of  said  com- 
•>an)  made  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881 , 
n  a  blank  form  sent  you  by  said  Commission  for  said  purpose,  no  information  was  furnished 
1^  to  the  gross  earnings  or  net  earnings  of  said  company  ? 

A.    I  did  not  give  the  information  because  I  had  no  data  to  go  by. 

Qj  Please  state  what  data  you  went  by  in  furnishing  the  earnings  of  said  company  for 
the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  putting  the  earnings  of  said  company  for  said  last 
'■unedyear  at  $16,50<S  19,  in  the  returns  of  said  Rail  Road  made  by  you  to  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  of  Alabama,  in  your  annual  returns  of  said  Rail  Road  for  the  year  ending 
lunc  30th,  1882  ? 

A.  I  went  by  the  books.  I  added  up  the  figures  from  the  books  kept  for  that  purpose. 
^Jn  reflection  1  find  that  1  was  mistaken  in   my  answer  to  the   above  question  number  five, 

'•^^j  recollections  as  to  the  facts  stated  in  that  answer.     The  facts  are,  that  the  books  were 

^t  then  but  I  neglected  to  prepare  the  returns  from  them. 

Q^    Please  state  how  it  was,  and  why  it  was  you  neglected  to  do  this  then  ? 

A.  I  did  not  neglect  it  from  any  intentional  disregard  of  the  request  made  by  the  Rail 
Road  Commission  in  sending  me  these  returns. 

Q^.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  under  the  twenty -fifth  section  of  an  act  entitled  *'an 
^t  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  Rail  Road  Companies  and  persons  operating  rail  roads 
in  this  State,"  approved  February  96th,  1881,  that  the  said  trustee  and  management  of  said 
rail  road,  have  been  forfeiting  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  $50  a  day  for  every  day  since  the 
llth  day  of  October,  1881,  up  to  the  present  time  on  account  of  not  furnishing  that  inform- 
ation, if  the  penalty  provided  for  by  said  section  should  be  enforced  ? 
A.    I  am  now  aware  of  it,  but  I  never  actually  was  before. 

C^.    How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  Rail  Road  business,  of  operating  Rail  Roads, 
and  when  and  where,  and  in  what  capacity  ? 
A.    From  about  the  summer  of  1873,  until   the  spring  of  1877,   I  was  a  clerk  in  the 
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Auditors*  Department  of  the  Pensylvania  Rail  Road  for  its  passenger  service.  In  the 
spring  of  1877, 1  became  a  clerk  in  the  Treasurers'  Department  of  the  Selma,  Rome  Si 
Dalton  Rail  Road,  and  remained  there  until  January,  1881,  when  I  became  Superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  &  Sclma  Rail  Road,  which  office  I  have  held  ever  since  that  time. 

Q^.  What  in  your  opinion  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  is  the  fair  value  cf  the  New 
Orleans  &  Selma  Rail  Road,  its  main  track,  its  side  tracks,  rolling  stock,  depots  and  other 
property,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  base  this  opinion  ? 

A.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  I  think  it  is  worth  $12,500  a  mile,  and  I 
think  it  will  pay  eight  percent,  on  that  amount. 

Q^.  Please  state  to  tlie  best  of  your  recollection  derived  from  the  books  of  said  com- 
pany and  from  any  other  knowledge  on  that  subject  you  may  have,  what  was  the  original 
cost  of  construction  of  said  rail  road,  and  also  what  is  the  amount  of  the  bonded  debt  of 
said  railroad,  and  also  what  is  the  amount  of  annual  interest  falling  due  on  said  bonded 
debt,  and  also  the  cost  of  equipment  of  said  road,  and  also  the  amount  of  capital  stock  of 
said  road,  and  also  whether  there  is  any  interest  due  and  unpaid  by  said  rail  road,  and  the 
amount  thereof,  and  also  what  the  total  expenses  of  said  rail  road  were  for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1882,  and  also  what  the  net  earnings  if  any,  were  for  the  year  ending  June,  1882. 

A.  The  books  1  have,  were  commenced  on  September  1st,  1879,  and  do  not  show  the 
cost  of  consti-uction  of  the  road.  I  do  not  know  the  construction  cost.  I  think  though  it 
cost  about  $10,000  per  mile  to  build  it.  The  amount  of  the  bonded  debt  of  said  rail  road  is 
$320,000,  and  $25,600  is  the  amount  of  the  annual  interest  falling  due.  I  do  not  know  (he 
original  cost  of  equipment,  but  it  could  not  have  been  over  $10,000,  and  since  I  have  been 
connected  with  it  the  cost  of  equipment  has  been  about  $1,000.  I  do  n«t  know  what  the 
amount  of  its  capital  stock  is.  I  don't  know  whether  there  is  any  interest  due  and  unpaid 
by  said  rail  road.  The  total  expenses  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1SS2,  were  $17,198  80. 
The  net  earnings  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  were  $1,303  66. 

Qj  Why  is  it  that  in  your  returns  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the 
year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  you  furnish  none  of  the  above  information  called  for  in  the 
last  question,  except  the  amount  of  the  total  expenses  of  said  company  for  said  year  ? 

A.     It  escaped  my  attention. 

C^.  It  appears  that  your  total  earnings  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  were 
$16,506  19,  and  that  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  they  were  $18,602  46.  Will  you 
please  state  to  what  causes  you  attribute  this  increase,  to  the  best  ofyour  knowledge,  observ- 
ation and  judgment  ? 

A .  These  were  each  poor  years  in  our  section  of  country  for  the  businecs  of  our  rai' 
road,  but  there  was  a  little  better  cotton  crop  made  in  1882  than  there  was  in  1881,  and 
there  was  more  advancing  done  in  supplies,  and  to  these  causes  I  attribute  this  increase. 
chiefly  to  the  advancing  of  supplies  as  there  was  really  not  much  difference  in  the  cotton 
crop  of  the  two  years.  There  was  only  a  difference  of  about  five  hundred  bales  of  cotton 
in  the  two  years. 

Q^.  Please  state  to  the  best  ofyour  observation,  knowledge  and  experience  on  the  subject, 
how  the  business  prospects  of  your  rail  road  for  this  season  compare  with  last  season .' 

A.     I  think  they  are  at  least  twenty  -five  per  cent,  better. 

Q^.     Do  you  quote  or  give  any  through  rates  at  any  station  on  your  rail  road  ? 

A.     We  do  not. 

C:^     Do  you  run  freight  trains  on  rail  road  on  Sunday  ? 

A.     We  do  not. 

Q^  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  businejjs  of  your  rail  road  and 
the  public  it  serves,  if  a  legislative  restriction  was  enacted  against  running  freight  trains  on 
Sunday  f 

A.     I  do  not  think  it  would  have  any  effect. 

Q.     How  many  days  in  the  week  do  rou  run  passenger  trains  on  your  rail  road  ? 

A.     Three  days  in  the  week,  Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays. 

Q^    Is  it  the  result  of  your  observation  and  experience  in   operating  your  rail  roads  that 
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there  it  not  sufficient  business  along  its  line  to  justify  you  in  running  a  mixed  freight  and 
pa.ssenger  train  ov^r  it  every  daj  in  the  week  except  Sunday,  and  please  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  you  predicate  your  answer  to  this  question  ? 

A.  The  only  two  stations  on  our  road  from  which  we  get  any  business  to  amount  to 
an_)'thing  are,  Orville  and  Martin  Station,  and  at  these  stations  we  get  it  chiefly  from 
advances  made  by  the  merchants  to  the  farmers,  and  the  cotton  shipment  to  Selma.  The 
first  ten  miles  of  our  road  to  Elizabeth  hardly  earn  fifty  dollars  a  year.  I  have  talked  the 
matter  over  with  the  merchants  and  became  satisfied  that  if  we  were  to  run  trains  every  day 
in  the  week  except  Sunday  our  earnings  would  be  no  more  than  they  are  now,  while  our 
expenses  would  be  very  much  greater. 

C^.  Since  you  have  been  connected  with  this  road  have  you  ever  tried  the  experiment  of 
running  a  mixed  freight  and  passenger  train  over  it  daily  every  day  in  the  week  except 
Sunday  ? 

A.     I  never  have. 

Q^  How  in  your  opinion  does  the  value  of  said  rail  road  and  its  appurtenances  and  equip- 
ments compare  at  this  time  with  their  value  at  the  end  of  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881, 
ind  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

A,  They  are  more  valuable  now  than  they  were  then,  for  since  that  time  we  have  made 
renewal  in  bridges  and  timbers  and  in  the  rails,  and  have  repaired  the  engines  and  cars. 

Q^  About  what  would  you  say  would  be  a  fair  statement  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  of 
>uch  enhanced  value  of  said  rail  road,  its  appurtenances  and  equipments  ? 

K.     I  should  say  $2,500. 

0.  Is  it  or  not  the  result  of  your  observation  and  experience  that  this  rail  road  property 
ui  enhanced  in  value  within  the  last  year  irrespective  of  any  of  the  improvements  which  you 
-'Jk\t  as  having  been  made  ? 

\.  It  has  enhanced  in  value  irrespective  of  such  improvements,  because  business  has 
■«n  better. 

(^  U  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
5^:r.a  and  adopted  by  your  company  which  in  your  practical  experience  and  observation 
u^  operated  oppressively,  unjustly  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  said  rail  road  .•*  If  so 
p!ea>e  state  any  such  rule  or  regulation  and  how  in  your  opinion  it  could  be  best  corrected  or 
remedied  ? 

A.     I  know  of  none. 

C^  In  your  practical  experience  and  observation  as  a  rail  road  man  are  there  any 
changes  in  or  additions  to  the  existing  lail  road  laws  of  Alabama  which  you  think  could  be 
made  or  ought  to  be  made  and  which,  if  made,  would  tend  to  promote  the  safety,  con - 
•enience  and  accommodation  of  the  public,  or  to  the  prosperity  and  business  of  rail  roads  in 
^^^i*^  State  ?  If  so  please  state  any  such  matters  which  you  think  could  be  attained  by  addi- 
■"onal  legislation. 

A.     I  can  now  think  of  none. 

Q^    Do  you  assess  freight  on  cotton  at  the  estimated  weight  of  five  hundred  pounds  per 
^le  without  at  any  time  considering  an  excess  or  deficiency  ? 

A.  I  assess  it  at  the  estimated  weight  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  bale  without  noting  any 
excess  or  deficiency. 

Q^  What  would  be  the  effect  upon  your  company  and  in  your  opinion  upon  the  rail  road 
companies  of  the  State  if  freight  on  cotton  was  assessed  per  hundred  pounds  ? 

A.  We  would  derive  more  revenue  ;  as  to  other  roads  I  could  not  say.  It  would  be  an 
additional  expense. 

^  In  what  would  this  additional  expense  consist,  and  what  in  your  opinion  would  be 
il^e  amount  of  same  per  bale  ? 

A.  We  would  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  supplying  scales  and  the  additional  cost  of 
libor.    I  do  not  know  what  it  would  cost  per  bale. 
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Q.     Do  you  not  thtnk  that  your  company  would  be  more  than  compensated  by  the  addi< 
tional  revenue  received  by  assessing  freight  on  cotton  per  hundred  pounds  ? 
A.     Yes,  I  do. 

L.  B.  SCHOriELD, 

Superintendent. 
Sworn   to  and   subscribed  before  us  by  the  said 
L.  B.    Schofield,  on  this  the  20th  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 


1    Before    the    Rail    Road 
In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail    I 

)■  Comnri'ssion  of  Ala- 


Road  Company,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882.        I 


bama,  Sept.  23,1882 


IT.  Poe,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Office  of  the  Mobile  & 
Ohio  Rail  Road  Company,  being  first  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
AJabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions  hereinafter  set  forth  testified  as  follows : 

Q^    Where  do  you  reside  ? 

A.    Mobile,  Alabama. 

Q^    What  office  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation   of  the   Mobile  & 
Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  ? 

A.    Chief  Clerk  in  the  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Department. 

C^.    How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? 

A.    About  nine  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  any  office  in  the  management  and  operation  of  that  company 
oe^ides  the  one  named . 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  could  be  called  offices,  but  I  have  held  various  places  of 
^pbvment  in  the  management  and  operation  of  that  road.  I  first  went  in  as  collector  in 
ihe  station  freight  office  in  Mobile  ;  next,  I  was  bookeeeper  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  at 
Mobile  ;  next,  I  was  delivering  and  cash  clerk  in  the  station  freight  office  at  Mobile  ;  next, 

I  vas  claim  clerk  in  the  general  freight  office  at  Mobile  ;  next  I  was  chief  clerk  in  the 
^eral  freight  and  passenger  office  at  Mobile,  which  I  now  hold.  I  have  been  connected 
*ith  the  road  about  twelve  years.  • 

Q..  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission 
of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  188^2,  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  local 
passenger  receipts  of  said  company  over  the  previous  year,  amounting  to  $4,913  46.  Will 
vou  please  state  to  what  causes  this  increase  is  attributed  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge, 
ob*er\ation  and  judgment  ? 

A .  I  think  it  has  been  due  to  running  an  unusual  number  of  excursion  trains  in  part, 
^d  also  to  an  increase  in  local  travel  due  to  large  numbers  of  laborers  on  the  extention  of 

•^e  New  Orleans  &  Pacific  Rail  Road,  traveling  over  our  road  to  Meridian  and  Enterprise. 
%    Has  travel  to  any  extent  been  stimulated  over  your  roads  by  the  reduced  passenger 

rates  in  effect  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  ? 
A.    I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  this  without  reference  to  the  records  in  our  Auditors' 

'^,  which  will  show  the  exact  number  of  passengers  carried  during  each  year  for  several 

Q^  Do  the  records  to  which  you  have  just  referred,  show  the  number  of  passengers, 
carried  at  local  rates  during  the  periods  named,  and  the  receipts  of  the  company  from  such 
iocal  passenger  service  during  each  of  these  years  ? 

A.    I  am  very  sure  they  do,  for  about  three  years  back,  before  that  time,  I  am  not  so  certain^ 

Q^.  On  your  return  to  Mobile,  will  you  please  send  us  a  statement  of  these  results,  taken 
from  said  records,  in  said  Auditors'  office  for  the  years  ending  June  30th,  1882,  and  June 
30th,  1881,  which  will  show  the  number  of  passengers  carried  at  local  rates  over  said  road 
m  each  of  said  years,  and  receipts  of  said  company  from  said  service,  in  each  of  said  years 
respectively,  as  part  of  your  deposition  in  this  proceeding  to  be  annexed  hereto  marked 
Exhibit  A.,  and  forward  the  same  to  us  as  early  as  may  be  convenient  for  this  purpose  ? 

A.    I  will. 

Q,-    Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  observation,  experience  and  judgment, 
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how  the  amount  of  freight  tonnage  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  ]882,  transported  over 
said  rail  road,  compared  with  the  amount  of  the  freight  tonnage  for  the  year  ending  June 
;J0th,1881? 

A.     I  think  there  is  a  considerable  decrease. 

Q^.     Will  the  records  in  your  office  show  what  that  decrease  has  been  ? 

A.     The  records  in  the  Auditors'  office  of  the  company  at  Mobile  will. 

Q^,  On  your  return  to  Mobile,  will  you  please  send  us  statements  from  these  last  named 
records,  as  part  of  your  deposition  m  this  proceeding,  marked  Exhibit  B.,  which  will  show 
the  exact  figures  of  the  freight  tonnage  for  each  of  these  years,  and  forward  it  to  us  as  earh 
as  may  be  convenient  for  this  purpose  ? 

A.     I  Will. 

Q^.     It  appears  from  the  annual   returns  of  said  company   to  the  Rail  Road  Commission 
of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the   through 
passenger   earnings  of  said   company  for  said   year  compared   with  the   previous  year  o\ 
$19,598  90.     Will  you  please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,   observation   and  expcri 
ence,  the  causes  to  which  this  is  attributable  ? 

A.  I  attribute  it  to  several  causes.  One  cau^e  was  the  floods.  These  floods  at  one  tinu 
were  such,  that  for  a  considerable  period  our  through  passenger  business  was  almost  entlroh 
interrupted.  There  were  several  of  these  floods.  Then  we  had  increased  competition  in 
this  branch  of  our  business,  which  cut  "down  our  revenue  from  this  source,  and  in  con«^c- 
quence  of  this  increased  competition,  we  received  less  anyhow  for  the  same  service. 

Q^.  Please  state  what  these  increased  competitions  have  been,  and  how  they  have  effecteil 
this  branch  of  your  business  ? 

A.  One  of  the  main  increased  competitions  is  the  perfecting  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  m  > 
tern,  which  gives  them  their  own  through  line  between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  to  St.  Lou:-. 
Chicago  and  other  points,  for  which,  they  formerly  worked  business  over  our  route.  It. 
may  also  be  attributable  in  some  measure  to  the  alliance  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  Rail- 
way and  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road,  with  the  Vicksburg  and  Meridian  lint 
Avhich  materially  affected  our  business  to  and  through  Vicksburg  and  Jack.son  MiJ^3i^;^ipp> 
and  also  a  less  rate  per  mile  for  the  passengers  carried. 

Q^.     Please  stale  what  were  the  causes  ^f  this  less  rate  per  mile  for  the  passengers  carricJ  ' 

A.     The  increased  competitions  having  arisen  within  that  time. 

C^.  It  appeart  frsm  the  annual  returns  of  said  company'  to  the  Rail  Road  CommissioT 
of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  the  receipts  of  said  company  i'roii 
local  freights  duj  ing  said  year  decreased  $14,425  44,  from  what  they  were  the  prericm- 
year.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience,  to  wiu* 
causes  this  result  is  attributable  ? 

A.  The  principal  cause  of  this  decrease  was  the  short  cotton  crop  of  the  year  ending  June 
3()th,1882,  throughout  that  portion  of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  to  which  our 
road  is  tributary.  When  there  is  less  cotton  made,  people  buy  less  goods  and  do  less  tra\el. 
and  in  this  way  it  aflects  the  business  of  our  road. 

Q  .  Do  the  tonnasre  records  to  which  vou  have  referred  show,  and  are  thev  so  kcpi,  a< 
to  show  the  amount  of  local  tonnage  kept  separate  from  the  amount  of  through  tonnage  r 

A.  I  am  satisfied  I  could  get  you  up  a  statement  of  it  for  the  last  two  years  such  as  i- 
indicated  by  this  question. 

Q^.  Will  you  do  to.  and  forward  to  us  as  part  of  your  deposition  as  soon  as  it  can  be  coti- 
veniently  done,  marked  Exhibit  C  .'' 

A.     I  will. 

Q^.  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission 
of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  during  said  year,  there  was  a  decr-^aM- 
in  the  receipts  of  said  company  from  through  freights  of  $41,346  33.  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience,  the 
causes  to  which  this  decrease  is  attributable  ? 
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A.    To  the  same  causes  as   have  already  been  assigned  for   the  decrease  in  the  through 
passenger  business. 

C^    To  what  extent,  if  any,  does  the  water  line  freight  service  of  the   Mississippi   river 
aflVct  the  business  of  your  company,  directly  or  indirectly  by  competition  ? 

A.  It  affects  the  business  of  this  company  very  seriously  in  compelling  us  to  carry  freight* 
at  Tery  reduced  rates  and  in  dividing  the  business  between  St.  Louis  and  Cairo  and  stations 
on  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail  Road,  and  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  New  Orleans  and  Motile. 
It  In  also  a  strong  competitor  with  us  for  local  freight  business  at  our  stations  in  Kentucky 
and  in  a  portion  of  Tennessee. 
Q^  From  what  stations  on  your  road  in  the  Sta*e  cS  Alabama  do  you  give  through 
"fij;ht  rates  to  which  there  is  no  local  or  arbitrary  attached  .' 

A.  Mobile  is  the  only  station  with  the  exception  of  our  fruit  and  vegetable  tariff  which 
i;^plies  equally  to  all  stations  in  Alabama. 
Q^  As  to  all  other  matters  of  freight  not  embraced  in  your  fruit  and  vegetable  tariff, 
«hich  are  the  stations  in  Alabama  from  which  you  give  a  through  rate  with  a  locol  rate 
?.tuched,  and  which  are  the  stations  from  which  you  give  a  through  rate  with  an  arbitrary 
attached,  and  please  explain  what  is  the  basis  of  such  through  rate  with  your  local  rate 
attached,  and  what  is  the  basis  of  the  through  rate  with  such  arbitrary  attached,  and  what  is 
•h^  origin  of  this  arbitrary  and  the  foundation  of  it  and  the  reasons  and  causes  upon  which 
^'.>  predicated  ? 

A.    We  have  no  published  tariff  by  which  we  make  a  through  rate  from  any  of  these  sta- 

i<>3s  with  a  local  attached  except  on  lumber,  but  the  rule  is,  however,  to  charge  the  through 

^I't  from   the    nearest  competing  point  with  local  rate   attached   from  such    local   sta- 

■ic.  to  where  the  freight  is  shipped  to  such  nearest  competing  point ;  sometimes  this   near- 

M  competing  point  is  Mobile  and  sometimes  it  is  Meridian  or  other  junctions  on  the   road 

'spending  on  where  the  business  is  going.     The  arbitraries  apply  only  to  naval  stores,  such 

•instance  as  rosin  and  turpentine,  and  these  arbitraries  are  made  up  in  the  following  man- 

"ir:   For  instance,  on  rosin  or  turpentine  shipped  from  Citronelle  to  St.  Louis,  we   charge 

'k  Mobile  through  ratt  from  Mobile  to  St.  Louis  and  to  this  is  added  vf^at  is  called  the  local 

ifercnce  between  Mobile  and  Citronelle,  being  less  than  the  local  rate  from  Mobile   to 

Citronelle,  and  these  are  called  arbitraries.     From  these  stations  wherever  we  charge  these 

irbitraries  we  do  not  charge  the  locaUrate  added  to  the  through  rate.     The  local   difference 

to  which  I  have  referred  is  three  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds  on  resin  and  five  cents  per 

"'•undred  pounds  on  turpentine.     The  articles  I  ha^e  named,  naval   stores,  are  the  only  arti. 

i-'es  in  Alabama  I  can  now  recall  to  which  these  arbitraries  apply.    The  origin  of  these  arbi- 

'•raries  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  dates  a  long  time  ago  and  it  was  caused  by  the  growth 

M  this  business  of  naval  stores  in  the  country  across  the  Bay  and  the  desire  of  the  company 

'0  put  this  special  industry   at  points  along  its  line  in  Alabama  on  an  equal  footing  with 

^bose  across  the  Bay,  and  to  develop  them.     This  local  difference  being  about  what  it  would 

"^»tto  bring  these  naval  stores  from  the  country  across  the  Bay  to  Mobile. 

%  To  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  experience  and  judgment  in  rail  road  business,  please 
i^  how  you  think  the  business  prospects  of  said  company  for  this  season  compare  with  last 
»ei^n }    \ 

A.  So  far  as  can  be  anticipated,  our  out  look  is  much  brighter  for  this  season  than  it  was 
i^^r  last  season,  the  prospect  for  the  cotton  crops  is  better  ;  we  also  had  a  heavier  corn  crop, 
along  a  portion  of  our  road,  our  Cairo  extension  is  completed  and  we  also  have  a  valuable 
connection  with  Chesapeak,  Ohio  k,  South  Western  Rail  Road  for  Louisville  and  Cincin- 
J'.tti  business. 

Qc  How  is  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  being  now  operated,  by  whom,  and  for  whom, 
ind  how  and  in  what?  manner  ? 

^'   It  is  being  operated  by  W.  Butler  Duncan,  as  Reciever  and  Trustee  for  the  bond 
holders  of  the  company  under  a  Chancery  Court  proceeding  in  Mobile. 
Qc    About  how  long  has  it  been  so  operated  ? 
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A.     For  several  years,  butJ  do  not  recollect  for  exactly  how  long. 

Q^    Do  you  run  freight  trains  in  delivering  local^  freight  on  your  road  on  Sundays  ? 

A.  We  do.  We  nearly  always  have  some  local  freight  on  through  freight  trains  but  our 
station  houses  are  closed  on  Sundays  and  we  do  not  deliver  freight  to  consignees  on  Sun- 
days. 

Q3  What  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  on  the  business  of  your  company  and  ot 
the  public  it  serves,  of  a  legislative  restriction  enacted  against  running  freight  ^ains  over  your 
road  in  this  State  on  Sunday  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would  be  injurious  both  to  the  rail  road  company  and  the  public.  We  have 
freight  trains  in  transit  on  Sunday,  these  are  bound  to  be  caught  up  somewhere,  they  are 
frequently  loaded  with  perishable  freight. 

Q.  In  hauling  cotton  over  your  road,  do  you  take  it  at  an  estimated  weight  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  to  the  bale,  or  do  you  charge  freight  on  it  according  to  its  actual  weight  ? 

A.  Our  rates  on  cotton,  except  to  Eastern  cities,  are  so  much  per  bale  regardless  of  weight 
cotton  for  Eastern  mills  is  generally  compressed  and  taken  at  actual  weight. 

Q^  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  business  of  your  company  of  a  reg- 
ulation for  it  to  haul  all  cotton  at  actual  weight,  and  charge  for  it  according  to  its  actual 
weight  ? 

A.     Custom  has  always  been  to  carry  it  at  a  bale  rite  in  southern  territory  formerly  it  was 
upon  the  idea  of  four  hundred  pound  bales,  but  for  several  years  at  least,  it  has  been  upon, 
the  basis  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  bale,  and  since  it  has  been  upon   the  basis  of  a   five 
hundred  pound  bale  the  shippers  frequently  make  them  weigh  over  five  hundred  pounds. 
The  nearest  fair  and  general  average  we  can  come  to  is  to  put  a  bale  at  five  hundred  pounds. 
Cotton  is  an  article  that  varies  very  greatly  in   weight  at  different   times,  according  to    its 
condition  and  the  extent  of  its  dampness.     I  can  see  how,  if  actual  weight  was  the   rule,  it 
would  subject  the  rail  road  company,  to  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  in  weighing  the  cotton 
at  stations  where  it  has  agents,  and  still  greater  trouble  and  inconvenience  at  stations  where 
it  has  no  agents,  and  to  very  frequent  claims  for  overcharges  and  reclamations   arising  from 
the  weight  of  the  cotton  at  different  places  and  under  different  circumstances,  and  when  the 
cotton  was  not  in  the  same  condition  when  weighed  at  one  place  as  it  was  at  another.  What 
I  have  said  applies  to  uncompressed  cotton  ;  when  cotton  has  been  compressed  the  same 
difficulties  do  not  exist.     I  am  not  prepared,  however,  to  express  an  opinion  upon  this  qucs 
tion  at  this  time.     It  is  really  a  very  important  question  and  one  that  I  do   not  think   could 
be  well  answered  by  a  rail  road  company  as  to  the  effect  such  a  regulation  would  have  on  it^ 
business  without  having  the  information  that  could  be  furnished  on  the  subject  by  all  its  tXSk- 
tio*^  and  freight  agents  as  well  as  the  cotton  dealers  themselves. 

Q^  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
bama and  adopted  by  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  which,  in  your  experience 
and  observation  as  a  rail  road  man,  has  operated  unjustly,  oppressively  or  injuriously  to  the 
business  ot  said  company.  If  so,  please  state  every  such  rule  and  regulation,  and  how,  in 
3'our  opinion  it  could  be  best  remedied  or  corrected  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  such  rule  that  has  worked  to  the  injury  of  the  Mobile  &  OhioRail  Road 
or  injured  its  business  in  any  way. 

Q^  In  your  experience  and  observation  as  a  rail  road  man,  is  there  any  change  in  tlie 
existing  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama  which  in  your' opinion,  could  be  made,  that  would  tend 
to  promote  the  security,  accommodation  or  convenience  of  the  public  or  to  promote  the  pros- 
prrity  and  business  of  rail  roads  in  this  State  by  further  legislation,  if  so,  please  state  any 
niatters  of  this  kind  that  you  think  would  have  such  effect  ? 

A.     I  am  aware  of  none.  •  , 

Q.  What  is  the  current  rates  on  cotton  per  one  hundred  pounds  from  Mobile  to  New- 
York,  what  circumstances  affect  the  making  and  maintainance  of  the  rate.  Have  you  any 
arrangement  with  the  Lrovisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  to  maintain  rate«  to  common  com- 
petition points,  and  do  you  divide  shipments  of  cotton  from  Mobile  to  such  points  on  any 
basis  with  said  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  ? 
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A.    The  current  rate  on  cottoa,  all  rail  from  Mobile  to  New  York  over  the  Mobile   & 
Ohio  Rail  Road,  is  per  one  hundred  pounds  compressed,  fifty  cents,  uncompressed,   sixty 
three  cents,  the  difference  of  thirteen  cents  is  the  cost  of  compressing  in  Mobile.    Rates   are 
principally  affected  by  sailing  vessels  from  Mobile  to  these  eastern  points  and  also  the  com- 
petition via.  New  Orleans,  both  by  rail  and  by  water.    There  is  at  present  no  regular  agree- 
ment to  maintain  rates  further  than  the  usual  understanding  among  rail  road  companies   to 
maintain  uniformity  of  rates,  but  we  are  pledged  to  maintain  no  fixed  rates  and  reserve  the 
nghtto  change  whenever  it  may  become  necessary  to  procure  our  proper  share  of  the  busi- 
re&s.     There  is  no  arrangement  for  dividing  the  business  with  the  Louisville   &  Nashville 
RiilRoad. 

C^  What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  per  one  hundred  pounds  from  Meridian  to  New  York, 
M  upon  what  basis  is  this  rate  fixed  ? 

A.  The  present  rate  on  cotton  from  Meridian  to  New  York,  uncompressed  cotton,  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  one-hundred  pounds,  this  rate  from  Meridian  is  fixed  so  far  as  I  can 
jnderstand  the  same  as  Montgomery  and  Selma,  fixed  on  a  competitive  basis. 

Q^    Is  there  any  cotton  shipped  from  the  local  stations  on  the  line  of  your  road  in    Ala- 
bama except  Mobile  ? 
A.    There  is  no  cotton  shipped  from  any  point  on  our  road  in  Alabama  except  Mobile. 

J.  T.  POE, 
Ch'f.  Crk.  G.  F.  and  P.  A.  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road. 
Swom  to  and  subscribed  before  us  by  the  said  • 

J.  T.  Foe  on  this  the  23rd  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 18^2. 

W.  L.  BRAGG. 
President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  Annual  Returns  of    the  Montgomery 
A:  Eufaula  Railway  Company  ;  the  Vicksburg  &  Bruns- 
wick Rail  Road  Company  ;  the  Mobile  &  Girard   Rail     ► 
Road  Company,  and  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway 
Company,  each  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 


Before  the  Rail  Road 
Commis-^ion  of  Ala- 
bama, September 
27th,     IvSSl. 


W  G.  Raoul,  General  Superintendent  of  the, Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  Company, 
and  Vice  President  of  the  Vicksburg  and  Brunswick  Rail  Road  Company  and  Presi- 
dent, ^ro  /<?///,  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  Company,  and  Director  and  Acting 
President  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  Company,  a  witness  having  been 
duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions 
hereinafter  propounded  to  him  by  the  said  Commission,  testified  as  follows,  to-wit  : 

Q^    Where  do  you  re^ide  ? 

A.    Savannah,  Georgia. 

C^  What  office  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  or  operation  of  the  Montgomery 
.V  Eufaula  Railway  Company  ? 

A.    General  Superintendent. 

<^    About  how  long  have  you  held  that  office  ?  • 

A.     Since  the  purchase  of  the  road  which  I  think  was  in  May,  1879. 

%  What  offices  pertaining  to  the  business  management  and  operation  of  said  railway  if 
-v.  are  kept  in  Savannah,  Georgia  ? 

A.    President,  and  Treasin-ers,  and  General  Superintendent,  and  General  Freight  Agent. 

(.^  What  books  arc  kept  in  these  Savannah  offices  of  the  company  rclatinuj  to  its  business 
T.knagement  and  operation  ? 

A.  All  the  books  and  accounts  pertaining  to  the  offices  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and 
G.nt'ral  Superintendent,  and  General  Freight  Agent. 

Q.  What  offices  of  this  company,  pertaining  to  its  business  management  and  operation 
-'ckept  in  the  State  of  Alabama  and  what  books  are  kept  in  these  offices  relating  to  these 
matures  of  the  company's  business  f, 

A.  The  only  offices  and  books  pertaining  thereto,  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway 
^.•?t  in  the  State  of  Alabaraa  are  of  the  station  and  terminal  Agents. 

'^    How  are  the  entries  made  of  the  company's  business  in  the  books  of  the  Savannah 

*cts  and  upon  what  information  and  by  what  methods  of  information  ? 

\.  The  entries  are  mad^  upon  the  company's  books  by  the  Treasurer,  or  his  subordinates, 
•nJthe  information  is  received  by  him  through  reports  from  the  agents  in  Alabama.  These 
'.'portis  are  made  in  tlie  shape  of  duplicate  lists  for  every  sliipment  that  is  sent  over  the  road, 
i'!d  receipts  for  every  shipment  that  is  received  by  an  agent.  Entries  of  trackage  or  rents 
'•^'lere  any  such  revenue  occurs  is  in  the  shape  of  a  monthly  report  to  the  Treasurer  by  the 
^;(fnts,  ticket  sales  arc  reported  by  the  agents  monthly,  remittances  for  all  collections  are 
made  weekly,  except  by  terminal  agents  which  are  sometimes  remitted  through  the  banks, 

Q^  By  whom  were  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  iJSSl,  and  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882, 
respectively  prepared  ? 

A.  They  were  both  prepared  by  the  Treasurer  aided  by  the  General  Freight  Agent  and 
Division  Superintendent.  Tlie  Treasurer  was  Ed.  Mclntyrc,  the  General  Freight  Agent  was 
George  A.  Whitehead,  and  the  Division  Superintendent  was  W.  F.  Shellman. 


I 

I 


246 

C^  Were  Ihey  all  present  together  when  they  prepared  these  returns  in  Savannah  or  how 
wa8  this  ? 

A.     They  were  not.     The  preparation  of  the  annual  returns  was  a  work,  of  considerable 
time.    The  Treasurer  and   General   Freight  Agen£,  have  offices  in  the  same  building  in 
Savannah,  and  had  an  opportunity  for  repeated  conferences.     The  Division  Superintendent 
was  in  Macon,  and  that  part  of  the  work  necessary  for  him  to  fill  up  was  sent  to  him  filled    I 
and  returned  to  the  Treasurer.  j 

Q^  In  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  i*  appears 
the  capital  stock  of  said  company  was  $620,000.  Please  state  when  this  was  issued  ;  how  i^ 
came  to  be  issued,  and  whether  or  not  it  is  paid  up  stock,  and  how  paid  up. 

A.     It  was  issued  immediately  upon  the  re-organization  of  the  Company  after  its  purchase 
in  1879 — the  exact  date  I  do  not  remember.     It  came  to  be  issued  in  order  to  give  the  stock 
holders  of  the  company  a  certificate  of  their  ownership  of  the  property.     It  is  paid  up  stock 
'  Q^    Who  are  the  owners  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  ?  j 

A.  The  Central  Rail  Road  and  Banking  Company  owns  6,100  shares- -I  cannot 
enumerate  from  memory  the  owners  of  the  balance.     Each  share  represents  $100. 

Q^  Is  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  operated  or  controlled  in  its  operation  b; 
the  Central  Rail  Road  and  Banking  Company  of  Georgia.^ 

A.  Obviously  so,  because  the  Central  Rail  Road  and  Banking  Company  of  Georgia,  own 
the  controlling  interest  in  the  stock.  t 

Q^  The  annual  returns  of  said  company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  shows 
seven  engines,  six  ppssenger  cars,  three  baggage  and  express  cars,  eighty-four  freight  cari 
and  twenty -one  repair  cars,  valued  at  $67,075.00.  The  annual  returns  of  said  company  for 
1882,  report  said  road  operated  with  tlie  rolliiig  stock  of  the  South- Western  Rail  Road  of 
Georgia.  Please  state  whether  said  rolling  stock  so  reported  for  the  year  ending  June  30th 
1881,  belonged  to  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  Company — or  to  w^hat  company,  and 
how  it  was  thatjsaid  company  came  to  be  operated  in  the  year  1882,  with  rolling  stock  belong- 
ing to  the  South- Western  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  ? 

A.     I  will  have  to  answer  that  question  by  «  general  statement.     Shortly  after  the  re-or- 
ganization of  the  road,  it  was  found  economical  to  operate  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Rail- 
way under  the  same  system  of  train  service  as  the  South- Western  Bail  Road.     An  arrange- 
ment was  perfected  between  the  two  companies  that  was  considered  equitable  to  perfonn 
the  train  service  over   Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Road,  for  a  fixed  price.     It  was  found  to  hf 
economical  to  keep  up  the  repairs  of  the  cars,  in  the  shops  of  the  South- Western  Road.    ^ 
was  not  practicable  under  that  system  to  preserve  the  identy  of  the  cars,  that  is,  to  keep  the 
same  cars  in  service  on  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Road  all  the  time.     The  identity  of  the 
Montgomery  &  Eufaula  cars  was  absorbed  into  the  South- Western  and  thereby  lost  to  the 
Montgomery  &  Eufaula.     In  making  tax  returns  in  order  to  be  fair  to  the  State  we  have 
assumed  that  the  stock  with  which  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula* Road,  was  operated  when  it 
was  working   independently  of  the  South-Western,  was  a  fair  estimate  of  the  quantity  it 
would  continuously  require.     We  reported  the  number  they  possessed  at  that  time  as  owned 
by  the  company  and  so  taxed.    In  making  the  first  report  referred  to  they  were  put  down 
as  they  had  been  on  the  tax  returns.     In  making  the  second  report  it  was  considered  unneces- 
sary to  preserve  that  distinction  as  it  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  taxation,  and  we  reported 
as  actually  existing,  the  road  operated  by  the  stock  of  the  South-Western. 

Q^  In  the  annual  returns  of  this  company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  there  arc 
twenty'Ohe  road  and  hand  cars  valued  at  two  hundred  dollars  each  and  twenty  platform  cars 
reported  at  a  valuation  of  forty  dollars  each.  Now  is  it  not  true  that  the  ordinary  price  of  a 
road  and  hand  car  is  about  twenty -five  dollars  to  forty  dollars,  and  that  a  platform  car  is 
ordinarily  worth  four  hundred  and  twenty -five  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ? 

A.     I  think  the  figures  in  the  returns  are  a  clerical  error.      That  they  have  been  trans- 
posed.   The  forty  dollars  should  have  applied  to  the  road  and  hand  cars,  and  the  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  platform.     Ordinarily,  a  platform  car  is  worth,  or  was  at  that  time,  some- 
thing less  than  the  figures  you  state,  perhaps  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  three  hundred 
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dollars,  but  these  were  old  cars  and  much  deterorated,and  that  was  a  fair   valuation   at  thai 
time. 

(^  ^\\ill  you  please  explain  how  it  was  that  this  rolling  stock  in  the  annual  returns  of  the 
company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881, 
leturned  at  a  valuation  of  $67,075.00  and  for  the  same  year  it  was  returned  to  the  Auditor  of 
Alabama  for  taxation  at  a  valuation  of  $69,325.00  ? 

A.  I  can't  explain  that.  My  effort  has  been,  consequently  my  instruction,  to  harmoniae 
exactly  the  returns  of  the  Commission  with  the  figures  returned  for  taxation.  I  think  it  is 
tither  a  clerical  error  or  the  Board  of  Equalization  have  changed  the  figures  which  they 
sometimes  do. 

C^;  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  that  the  expenses  of  repairs  to  locomotives  for 
that  year  were  $17,091.95,  and  it  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  said 
Commission  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  tlat  the  repairs  of  locomotives  for  said  last 
named  year  were  $31,036.44,  and  that  the  total  train  mileage  of  said  road  for  said  year  of 
1831,  was  204,590  miles,  and  that  in  said  year  of  1882  the  total  train  mileage  of  said  road  was 
217,399  miles,  showing  an  increase  of  expenses  of  repairs  of  locomotives  for  the  year  1882 
over  the  previous  year  of  $13,954.49,  and  an  increase  of  train  mileage  for  said  year  of  1882,  of 
l*i,809  miles  over  the  previous  year.  Will  you  please  explain  how  such  an  increase  as  this 
in  train  nnileage  increased  your  locomotive  repairs  to  this  extent  when  no  accidents  are 
reported  on  your  road  ? 

A.    This  is  an  explanation  that  can't  be  made  from  memory   without  reference  to  the 

detail  recc-ds  of  the  department.     In  addition  to  the  cost  of  maintenance  in  the  work  shop 

•iiecost  of  fuel,  price  of  material  and  the  cost  of  supplying  water,  and  any  expenditures  for 

constructing  water  stations  arc  elements  in   the  cost  of  the  department.      It  is  likely  that  all 

o:  these  elements  contribute  a  portion  to  the  increase  price.      Some   increase  in  repairs  is  of 

course  due  to  increase  mileage,  but  as  a  general  rule  mileage  is  not  a  criterion  for  the  expense 

of  the  repairs  within  the  limits  of  a  single  year.     It  has  to  cover  a  longer  period  of  time  to 

k  accepted  as  a  criterion   and   even   then  considerable   allowance   must  be   made  for  the 

increased  cost  of  material  and  the  price  of  wood   for  maintaining   water  stations.    Then 

again  an  engine  or   set  of  engines  may  be  maintained   for   a   considerable  time  with  very 

wght  repairs  and  opportunity  mav  offer  for  doing  a  larger  amount  of  work  in  one  year  than 

ic  perhaps  sevearl  years  previous,  and  the   engines  are  put  in   more  thorough  order  which 

throws  a  larger  expense  in  one  year  than  another.      The  system  under  which  we  keep  our 

Accounts  makes  no  division  of  the  actual  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  repairs  on  engines 

ind  whatever  is  put  down  in  the  report  to  that  account  is  to  a  considerable  extent  a  matter 

of  estimate.    The  sum  total  however,  for  the  maintenance  of  that  department  are  actually 

correct  figures,  and  these  you  will  observe  do  not  show  such  a  great  difference  with  the' cost 

of  the  previous  year,  being  only  something  over  $7,000. 

(^   Please  state  what  these  figures  are  to  which  you  last  refer  ? 

A.  I  mean  that  the  total  cost  for  maintenance  of  motive  power  for  the  last  year,  is 
H1,W7.63,  while  the  total  cost  for  maintaining  that  department  for  the  year  previous 
azQouhted  to  a  fraction  over  $33,533.  ' 

(^  When  the  cost  of  engine  repairs  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  as  shown 
bjits  annual  returns  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  being,  as  is  well  known,  one 
oi'the  most  expensive  roads  in  the  State,  shows  only  a  cost  of  about  four  and  one- tenth 
cents  per  mile  for  engine  repairs,  does  not  the  item  about  which  you  have  been  questioned  in 
the  annual  returns  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway-  Company  for  the  same  period 
which  shows  a  cost  of  about  fourteen  and  three-tenths  cents  per  mile  for  engine  repairs  strike 
jou  as  being  an  extraordinary  item  on  its  face,  and  unexplained  except  as  is  done  in  the 
returns  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railwa^r  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  ? 

A.  This  would  strike  me  as  a  very  extraordinarj  difference  if  I  knew  that  all  the 
elements  which  go  to  make  up  our  accounts  were  included  in  the  South  &  North  Rail  Road. 
There  is  no  doubt  a  larg^  number  of  the  items  we  charge  to  this  account  are  not  charged  to 
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it  by  tlie  South  &  North  Road.  Taking  a  period  of  several  years  a  fraction  over  tour  centv 
per  mile  is  a  fair  cost.for  the  actual  maintenance  of  repairs.  I  had  occasion  recently  to 
investigate  with  considerable  detail,  the  cost  of  maintaining  engines  on  our  roads  in  Georgia 
eliminating  the  cost  of  repairs  after  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  the  actual  cost  maintain! r.u: 
the  department,  I  found  it  to  be  a  fraction  over  four  cents  per  mile.  This  would  likely  hold 
good  on  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  if  cost  of  repairs  could  be  separated  with  the  »amc 
accuracy. 

Q^  Are  the  expenses  for  maintaining  motive  power  on  the  Montgemery  &  Eufaula  Rail- 
way kept  separate  from  the  expenses  for  the  same  purposes  on  the  Central  Rail  Roau'. 
of  Georgia  ? 

A.  As  iiiras  practicable  it  is,  but  the  roads  Working  so  intimately  together  and  all  thr 
work  being  done  in  the  same  shop  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  and  absolutclN 
accurate  results  cannot  be  obtained. 

Q.     Please  state  what  you  mean  by  the  words  "as  far  as  practicable"  in  their  applicaiio: 
to  the  subject  about  which  you  are  testifying  ? 

A.  I  mean  that  we  make  an  honest  effort  to  charge  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railwa* 
correctly  for  all  the  expenses  of  this  department,  but  that  it  is  surrounded  with  the  ditHcnlty 
as  above  stated. 

Q^  Are  the  expenses  for  repairing  engines  on  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  for 
the  year  ending  June  30th,  18S2,  kept  separate  from  the  expenses  for  the  same  purpose  oi 
repairing  engines  during  the  same  period  on  the  Soutli  Western  Rail  Roai  of  Georgia  and 
on  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia? 

A.  No,  they  are  not.  As  stated  to  the  Commission  in  a  letter  long  previous  to  thi- 
interview  the  South  Western  operates  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  under  an  arrangement  by 
which  it  charges  sixty  per  cent,  of  its  gross  revenue  as  expenses.  This  sixty  per  cent.  :< 
divided  among  the  viirious  departments  as  near  as  practicable  so  that  each  will  have  it- 
proper  proportion  of  expenses  to  bear.  In  a  great  many  cases  we  know  exactly  what  i^ 
charged  to  certain  things  as  the  accounts  are  absolutely  separate,  for  instance  fuel,  but  in  a 
great  many  other  things  it  is  estimate  only,  and  we  are  guided  in  our  *^stimates  by  the  per- 
centage of  proportions  required  by  the  same  departments  on  the  whole  system  where  the 
figures  arc  actually  correct. 

Q^     You  have  already  stated  how  the  income  and  receipts  of  the  Montgomery  &  EufauLi 
Railway  are  reported  to  the  Savannah  offices  and  by   whom,  and  how  they  are  then  kept  ;r 
the  books  of  the  Savannah  offices,  will  you  please  state  how  and   to   what  extent  these  earr- 
ings of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  are  kept  separate  in  said  books  from  the  ear-. 
ings  of  the  South  Western  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  or  from  the  earnings   of  the  Central  R:r' 
Road  of  Georgia  ? 

A.  The  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  Company  have  a  set  of  books  of  its  own,  thc\ 
are  kept  distinct  and  entirely  independent  from  any  other  road  just  the  same  as  though  the\ 
were  in  two  different  cities  and  kept  by  two  different  people. 

Q.     How  are  the  expenses  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufalila  Railway  reported  to  the  Savan 
nah  officch  and  by  whom,  and  are  thev  kept  separate  from  the  expenses   of  the  South  Wet 
ern  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  and  the   Central  Rail  Road   of  Georgia,    and  by  whom  arc  the-  * 
expenses  paid  } 

A.  AH  expenses  for  wages  and  salary  originate  first  with  the  head  of  department  on  hi- 
time  bhect,  this  18  given  to  the  Division  Superintendent  and  he  makes  out  the  pay  roll- 
approves  them  and  forwards  them  to  the  Treasurer  and  they  are  by  liim  paid  throiii^h  hi^ 
subordinate  the  paymahter.  For  maferial  and  other  expenses  that  are  paid  on  voucher  or 
bill  they  are  approved  by  the  Superintendent  or  General  Superintendent  and  tbrwardcvl  t'» 
the  Treasurer  who  pays  them  usually  by  check.  They  are  all  kept  upon  the  separate  book^ 
of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  having  no  connection  whatc\er  with  those  of  tlit 
Central  or  South  Western. 

Q^  Please  explain  how  it  is  that  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eutaulji 
Railway  Company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commi<ision  of  Alabama  fortheyear  endmg  June  :tt)ih. 
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1  t^Sl,  under  the  head  of  Salaiies  of  General  Officers  and  Clerks  fare  included  all  in  one  item 
witli  tiiat  of  Salaries  of  General  Officers  and  Clerks,  the  following  items  : 

Sta.tioncrj  and  Printing. 

Advertising  and  Agencies.  / 

Passenger  Train  Services. 

Passenger  Train  Supplies. 

Kreight  Traiif  Service. 

Freight  Train  Supplies. 

Telegraph  Expenses  of  Operating.  , 

And  in  the  returns  of  said  company  to  said  Commission  for  the  year  endmg  J""^  3"  • 
:>S2.  under  the  same  head  of  Salaries  of  General  Officers  andXlerks  and  included  *.lh 
•rat  or  General  Officers  and  Clerks  all  in  one  item  are  embraced  the  followmg  .terns  : 

Stationery  and  Printing. 

Advertising  and  Agencies. 

Passenger  Train  Service. 

Passenger  Train  Supplies. 

Freight  Train  Service- 
Freight  Train  Supplies. 

Mileage  Passenger  Cars  Debit. 

Mileage  Freight  Cars  Debit. 

Telegraph  Expenses  of  Operating. 

Damage  to  Freight  and  Baggage. 

Agent  and  Station  Service. 

Station  Supplies. 
U    not    that   rather  a  curious  return    and    is  not   that    rall;er   a  curious  way  ol  keeping 

&~*counts  • 

"  \        In  the  first  place  our  accounts  are  kept  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  impossible  to  elim- 

nate  these  items  from  them  separately.;  It  was  aJ^sumcd  that  ax  hat  ycu  were  getting  at  by 

^he^c  questions  was  really  the  cost  of  the  transportation  department,  and  we  put  down  the 

.o^t  of  transportation.     Not  being  able  torgive  those  accounts  specifically  asked  for,  we  did 

what  we   supposed  to  be  the  next  best  thing  and  gave  you  the   transportation   expenses. 

That  is  not  a  curious  wav  of  keeping  accounts,  because  they  appear  curious  m  comparison 

with  the  questions  you  ask,  and  so  did  your  returns  appear  curious  in  comparison  with  our 

.vwtem  of  keeping  accounts.     Ours  are  kept  for  the  purpose  of  giving  officers  of  the  road 

Tiost  desirable  information  to  enable  them  to  reduce  expenses  and  know  when  one  depart- 

^lent  is  getting  ahead  in  expenses,  whileryours  do  not  divide  them  in  the  same  way,  bemg 

\oT  the    purpose  of  giving  specific  information  to  the  Commission,  for  instance,  we  have  an 

account  for  salary  and   labor  for  every  department,  independent    of  the  other;  salary   and 

>  Dor  inotive  department,  salaries  and  labor  car  department,  salaries  and  labor  transportation 

I'aries  and  labor  road  repairs.     Then  we  have  an  account  material  transportation,  material 

ro^omotives,  material  cars,  material  road  department,  &c.,  so  that  we  get  at  these  things  by 

creating  general  departments  and  sub-dividin*  general  departments,  while  yours  sometimes 

.ceparates    accounts  that   we   do  not,  and  sometimes  puts  together  accounts  that  we  have 

'^a'^'^^^Are  the  accounts  of  car  repairs  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  kept  separate 
^nddistinct  frdm  the  acTcounts  of  car  repairs  of  the  South  Western  Rail  Road  of  Georgia 
and  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia.^* 

A         ^<^  sir,  that  is  dealt  with  the  same  as  the  repairs  of  the  motive  department. 

Q^  What  are  the  terms  of  lease  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  by  the  South 
i^^stcrn  Rail  Road  Company  of  Georgia.' 

A        There  is  no  lease  at  all. 

Q^    What  is  the  contract  then,  under  which  the  South  Western  Rail  Road  is  operating  the 

Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway.? 

JV.  **  As  before  stated,  the  SouthlWestern^Rail  Rroad  agrees  to  operate  the  Montgomery 
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3c  Eufaula  Railway  for  sixty  per  cent,  of  its  gross  earnings — this  includes  all  expenses 
operations  to  which  a  road  is  subjected.  That  leaves  forty  per  cent,  of  the  gross  earnings 
the  Montgomery  &  ^ufaula  Railway  for  its  owners. 

Q^    What  expenses  do  the  ownerg  of  the  Montgomery   &  Eufaula  Railway  have  to  pai 
out  of  this  forty  per  cent,  of  gross  earnings? 

A.     None.  *       j 

C^.  Do  we  understand  you  then,  that  the  South  Western  Rail  R^d  Company,  undef| 
this  arrangement,  pay  all  expenses  of  operating  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  !&• 
maintaining  its  track  and  motive  power  for  the  consideration  of  sixty  per  cent,  of  its  groiij 
earnings  alone.' 

A.     Yes  sir. 

Q^    When  was  that  contract  or  agreement  made? 

A.  It  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  contract.  It  is  simply  an  arrangement  that  was  effected  from, 
the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  the  road,  about  May  the  1st,  1879,  and  is  subject  to  be  dis«. 
continued  at  the  option  of  either  party.  It  is  merely  an  arrangement  for  economy  and  cod-.^ 
venience  of  operation.  • 

Q^  On  page  eleven  of  the  annual  report  of  said  Company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 'i 
1882,  opposite  the  total  earnings  per  train  mile  passenger,  are  these  figures  $1,048.29.  Is  it_ 
to  be  inferred  from  this  that  that  road  earned  $1,048.29  per  train  mile  passenger? 

A.  No.  This  is  an  error.  The  compiler  evidently  meant  per  mile  of  road;  misconstru- ; 
ing  the  question.  It  is  a  matter  of  arrithmetic  that  can  be  easily  corrected — the  data  is  all  ■ 
in  the  report  for  doing  so.  '  *  ; 

Q.  Well,  in  the  same  annual  returns  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  opposite  the  ; 
item  total  earnings  for  train  mile  freight,  are  the  figures  $3,393.73.  Is  it  to  be  inferred  from  . 
these  figures  that  that  road  earned  $3,392.73  per  train  mile  freight? 

A.     The  »ame  mistake  has  been  made  here  as  in  answering  the  previous  question. 

Q^  What  does  the  item  of  $297,300  41  in  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  for  the 
year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  profit  and  loss  account  represent  ?  I 

A.     Pdirt  of  it  is  the  expenses  of  sale  preparing  bonds  and  discount  on  bonds,  the  larger    ' 
part  of  it  is  really  the  result  of  a  temporary  condition   of  accounts  whereby  tht  princip«I 
and  interest  on  the  money  paii  by  the  purchasers  of  the  road  has  been  reimbursed  to  therc 
in  this  way,  by  the  company  applying  its  earnings  to  liquidation  of  these  notes,  and  canj- 
ing  it  to  profit  and  loss  instead  of  through  the  usual  way  of  a  dividend. 

Qj  Is  the  item  of  $426,272  71,  profit  and  loss  in  the  annual  returns  of  said  compan/  to 
the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  the  same  item 
about  which  you  have  last  testified,  made  up  in  the  same  way  with  an  additional  increase 
produced  by  the  same  causes  ? 

A.    Ye«  sir. 

Q^  Do  you  know  how  this  increase  to  the  Amount  of  about  $130,000  in  this  item  of 
profit  and  loss  has  occurred  in  about  one  year  ? 

A.     It  is  perfectly  natural  that  it  should  thus  result  under  that  system  of  account. 

Qj  Will  you  explain  why  the  item  of  profit  and  loss  in  said  returns  for  the  year  1881  i* 
on  one  side  of  the  account,  and  the  item  of  profit  and  loss  for  the  year  1882,  is  on  the  other 
side  of  the  account  ? 

A.  They  are  both  on  the  same  side  in  fact,  one  of  them  appearing  in  the  form  of  a  bal- 
ance sheet,  the  other  simply  the  enumeration  of  the  assets  on  one  side,  and^  the  liabilities  on 
the  other. 

Qj  Does  or  not,  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia,  own  a  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  South- \Vestern  Rail  Road  Company  of  Georgia  ? 

A.    They  do  not.    They  hold  it  under  a  lease. 

Q^    How  long  have  they  held  it  under  that  lease  ? 

A.  I  think  the  lease  was  made  in  1869,  but  I  am  not  quite  positive.  It  was  made  for  the 
term  of  ninety -nine  years.  • 

^.    Now  in  point  of  fact,  instead  of  its  being  the  South- Western  Rail  Road  Company 
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»f  Georgia  that  is  operating  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  is  it  not  in  point  of  fact 
the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  that  is  operating  *he  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Rail  Road, 
or  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia  ? 

A.  It  is  in  fact  the  Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  of  Georgia,  because  the 
Central  Rail  Road  &  Banking  Company  is  the  principal  in  evtry thing  that  the  South-Wrst- 
ern  Rail  Road  does.  I  merely  used  the  term  South- West«*rn  Rail  Road,  because  we  call 
that  division  of  our  system  by  that  name,  in  our  operations  in  Georgia,  and  keep  its  accounts 
separate,  and  we  have  used  that  division  t<»  operate  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula. 

%     It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  the   Montgomery    &  Eufaula   Railway  Com- 
f^ny.  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,   for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that 
t*  local  passenger  earnings  of  said  Rail    Road   decreased   as  compared   with  the  previous 
Tear,  $7,514   13,  and  that  the  through  passenger  earnings   of  said  road  increased  during  said 
period  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  $11,664  85.     Will  you  please  state  to  the  best  ot 
Ttpr  knowledge  and  observation,  the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are  attributable  ? 
A.    In  the  year  just  closed,  we  operated  the  passenger  department  under  a  reduction  of 
twenty -five  per  cent,  in  fares  as  compared  with  the  year  previous,  this  reduction  was  more 
Tt^  the  increased  travel  of  the   country   could  make  up,  and  therefore  resulted  in  a  loss. 
Over  some   of  our  roads  in  Georaria,   under   the   same  experiment,   it  has   not    apparently 
'srjlted  in  a  loss,  while  it  is  in  fact,  for  instance  it  was  increasing  on  certain  divisions  at  the 
rale  of  $1,000  to  $1,600  per  month  over  the   preceeding  year,   and  when  the  reduction   of 
twenty-five  percent,  was  put  in  force,  we  were  still  increasing  over  the  previous  year,  but  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  dollars  per  month,  which  to  the  superficial  in vesti- 
giior,  it  would  appear  that  the  reduction  had  resulted  in  a  benefit  to  the  company  by  increas- 
tgits  rcrcnueas  compared  with  the  year  previous,  while  in  facts  it  had  only  cut  off  some  of 
•i.e  increase   that  we    ought  to    have  had   from    the  increased  business    of  the   country. 
Cflioubtedly  a  reduction  of  rates  contributes  to  some  extent  to  an  increase  in  travel,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  approximates  a  sum  sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  full  reduction  supposing 
0.' course  that  the  road  originally  was  not   charging  an  extortionate  rate.     In  regard  to  the 
LTcreasc  of  earnings  on  through  travel,  I  could  not  undertake  to   offer   any  explanations. 
h  h  something  that  covers  too  wide  a  field  to  be  accounted  for  in  an  off  hand  way  like  this. 
The  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  is  a   link  in  one  of  the  lines,  of  through  travel  from 
the  North- West  to  Florida  and  in  excessively  cold  weather  would  increase  the  travel  over 
the  road,  as   compared  with  a  season  when  the  winter  was  vefy  mild  for  the  reason   that 
most  of  the  through  travel  is   from  those  persons  who  are  trying  to  escape  the  rigor*  of  a 
iiorthern  winter.     It  was  influenced  again  by  more  active  solicitations  or  a  decrease  m  solic- 
itations, and  this  solicitation  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  other  lines,  and  not  in  the  hands  of 
'ntermediate  links  and  I  am  not  well  informed  as  to  what  has  been  the  case  in  this  respect. 
Q,.    The  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  is  a  road  whose  local  passenger  freight  ,busi- 
'« is  largely  dependent  upon  the  cotton  crop,  growing  along  the  line  of  the  road,  is  it,  or 
not? 
A.    Yes  sir. 

Q^    Was  this  cotton  crop  as  favorable  to  that  road,  during  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
1^  as  it  was  the  previous  year  ? 
A.    There  was  some  decrease  in  the  crop  of  the  last  named  year. 

%  Why  is  it  that  there  are  through  cotton  rates,  given  from  Union  Springs  over  the 
Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road,  and  none  given  over  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  ? 

A.  Because  the  route  over  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road,  is  veryconsiderably  a  shorter 
route  offering  a  more  expeditious  shipment  to  the  shipper  and  more  profit  and  money  to  the 
company. 

Q^  Does  not  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  use  a  controlling  influence,  in  having 
this  through  rate  on  cotton   conceded   to  Union   Springs  over  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail 

Road? 

A.  The  Central  Rail  Road  is  the  rate  making  power  for  the  system  of  roads  under  dis- 
cussion, and  it  has  not  to  use  jts  influence  but  merely  to  make  the  rates  which  it  en- 
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deayors   to  do,  fairly   and   equitably   to  all   communities,  according  to   their  geograpl: 
position. 

Q^    By  how  much  shorter  is  the  distance  from    Union  Springs  to   Savannah  by  way 
the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  than  by  way  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway. 
A.     Twenty-eight  miles. 

Q^    You  think  that  twenty-eight  miles  is  sufficient  difference  in  distance  to  give  a  throu^ 
rate  on  cotton  over  one  rail  road  and  not  orer  the  other  ? 

A.  Undoubtedly  it  costs  something  to  haul  freight  twenty-eight  miles  besides  the  differ 
ence  in  distance,  the  system  of  schedules  that  are  arranged  suited  to  the  service  betwtti 
Macon  and  Montgomery,  by  the  respective  routes  offers  a  more  direct  and  prompt  tnini- 
portation  by  way  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road.  We  would  not  decline  to  ship  aman\[ 
freight  via.  the  Eufaula  route  at  the  same  rate  if  he  wished  it  to  be  sent  that  way,  but  A\be» 
it  is  left  to  us  as  it  always  is,  we  take  it  by  the  route  shorter  in  miles  and  more  direct  iH 
schedule.  While  we  send  all  this  business  by  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  as  a  maN 
of  economy  in  handling  it,  we  do  not  deprive  tlie  Montgomery^A  Eufaula  Railway  of  t 
revenue.  We  assume  it  to  be  fair  that  both  the  Mobile  &  Girard  and  the  Montgomery 
Eufaula  are  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  business  out  of  Union  Springs  and  we  debit  in«* 
Mobile  &  Girard,  and  credit  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  for  the  profit  of  hauling  one  l.a» 
the  cotton. 

Q^  Will  you  please  show  us  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Rail-J 
way  Company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,! 
lHg2,  where  that  company  goto  the  benefit  of  the  credit  you  have  last  mentioned,  and  whit! 
the  amount  of  that  credit  is  ?  ; 

A.     It  does  not  appear  upon  the  returns  to  the  Commission  as  a  separate   item  and  i"*  •" 
included  in  freight  earnings.     The  money  is  paid  by  the  Mobile  &  Girard  to  the  Trea^urfi 
of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula;  he  debits  his  cash,  and  credits  freight  earnings.     TholxK»i^ 
in  Savannah  will  show  the  exact  amount  but  I  don't  know  it. 

Q^  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  CompLi 
ny  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  AlaVjama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18S2,  that  the 
local  and  through  freight  earnings  of  said  company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  l*^s 
shows  a  decrease  of  $31,591.61  as  compared  with  its  earnings  froift  the  same  source  for  th-. 
previous  year.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  towhar 
causes  this  result  is  attributable  ?  And  what  portion  of  this  amount  is  caused  by  a  decrea^i 
of  local  freights  and  what  portion  of  it  is  caused  by  a  decrease  of  through  freights  ? 

A.  For  the  year  1882  we  did  not  keep  the  through  and  local  freights  distinct  enou«r»'i  i-* 
be  able  to  arrive  at  the  exact  amount  of  decrease  from  each  respectively,  but  the  invcsti^4*»oii 
at  the  time,  which  was  as  thorough  as  practicable  to  make,  developed  that  it  was  a  decreas-e  \v 
both  but  chiefly  in  the  through  freights,  the  cause  of  decrease  in  the  local  freights  was  par.l} 
due,  I  believe  to  a  smaller  crop,  and  undoubtedly  the  same  causes  to  some  extent  influence  1 
the  through,  people  being  less  able  to  buy.  * 

Q^  Why  was  it  that  you  kept  local  and  through  passenger  earnings  of  tliis  company  >fy- 
aratc  from  each  other  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18S1  as  shown  by  your  antuial  return* 
so  as  to  show  the  amount  of  each  of  tliese  for  -this  company  and  failed  during  the  «;amv 
period  to  keep  the  local  and  through  freight  separate  so  as  to  show  the  amount  of  each  ot 
these  ? 

A.     We  did  not  keep  either  separate  on  our  books,  but  it  was  an  easy  matter   to  separ.itt 
the  through  passenger  from  the  local  passenger,  but  impossible  to  separate  the  through  freiiiht 
from  the  local  freight  with  the  data  we  have  to  go  upon.     We  made  the  separation  of  \yd^> 
iiv.:ers  so  as  to  aniwcr  as  far  as  possible  the  questions  propounded  by  the  Commission. 

(.^  Did  or  not  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  during  the  year  ending  June  3"'i!i 
1SS2  p^rtbnn  "service  for  any  express  company  in  transporting  express  freight,  and  if  f^o  diJ 
the  company  charge  the  express,  company  any  thing  for  this,  and  have  any  receipts  from  tK> 
source  ? 

A.     We  perfortnttd  service  for  the  Southern  Express  Company   continuously   drring  th^ 
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We  chafj^ed  for  every  thing  we  did  for  them.  The  rcceiptB  were  m urged  into  the  freight 
^cipls  of  the  company  and  not  kept  separate. 

C^  What  docs  the  item  $407,470  69  on  page  thirteen  of  the  annual  returns  of  said  coni- 
y  for  the  year  ending  June,  30th,  1882,  opposite  the  words  '^Central  Rail  Road,"  represent? 

A.    Represents  tiie  indebtedness  of  tl^at  much  to  the  Central  Rail  Road.  ' 

i^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the 
\alue  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  its  main  track,  sidings,  depots,  rolling 
V,  equipment  and  other  property  appurtenant,  tftid  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  pre- 
•e  this  opinion  ? 

A.  That  is  an  answer  that  I  would  not  be  willing  to  make  under  oath  off-hand.  It  is 
i:hing  that  requires  a  good  deal  of  thought  and  estimation  and  I  would  prefer  to  stand 
ht-  last  returns  made  to  the  Board  of  Equalization  which  were  at  the  time  to  tlie  best  of 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  fair  valuation,  the  exact  figures  are  on  record,  but  I  do  not 
ember  Uiem. 

(^  How,  in  your  opinion  does  the  value  of  the  property  last  enquired  about  compare 
;iu  value  one  year  ago  f 

A.  From  the  standpoint  of  its  actual  physical  condition,  it  is  better,  for  we  have  improved 
road  bed  and  laid  considerable  amount  of  steel  rail.  From  the  standpoint  of  its  earn- 
capacity  it  is  worth  less  for  the  reason  that  it  earned  less  money  for  the  past  year  than  it 
the  year  previous. 

Q^   Do  you  consider  it  a  fair  test  of  the  value  of  a  rail  road  predicated   upon  its   earning 

c^r^city,  if  it  earned  less  in  an  unfavorable  year,  from  what  it  earned  in  the  preceeding  year 

-•  wai  more  favorable  for  its  business  ? 

•V   I  do  not  consider  the  earnings  of  the  road,  for  any  single  year,  a  test  of  its   value, 

-  JcTcn  when  the  earnings  of  a  road  for  any  extended  period  of  time  are  considered  it  must 
'^hnn  in  connection  with  various  surrounding  conditions  that  would  effect  its  value. 

<  So  far  as  your  observation  and  experience  have  extended,  has  or  not  there  been  a 
»^say  increase  in  the  value  of  rail  road  property  in  the  State  of  Alabama  during  the  last 
''le  or  four  vears  ?  \ 

A.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  roads  I  think,  but  I 
'lit  very  much  if  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  the  property  is  more  valuable  now  than  it 
"  A>  three  or  four  years  ago,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  physical  improvements.  Three  or 
'jrveirs  is  long  enough  to  make  the  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  prop- 
•rt>.but  is  rather  a  short  period  to  make  any  material  change  in  the  value  of  so  large  and 
i-'jndeda  property  as  rail  roads.     I  wish  to  say  also  that  I  answer  the  question  more  upon 

-  observation  in  Georgia  than  from  my  experience  in  Alabama,  for  in  Alabama   I   have 
'^  to  do  with  a  very  small  portion  of  its  rail  road  property. 

Qc  From  what  stations  on  the   Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  besides    Montgomery 

'■■JEufaula,  do  you  give  through  freight  rates  ? 
A    From  all  of  them. 

^  On  what  basis  are  they  made  } 

A,  They  are  made  on  the  basis  of  the  competitive  rate  from  the  nearest  competitive  point 
'  th  the  locals  from  the  sUtions  to  the  competitive  point  added.  The  Montgomery  &  Fufaula 
reiving  its  local. 

^  Is  there  any  difference  between  the  through  freight  rates  of  the  two  cities  of  Mont- 
^mery  and  Eufaula  ? 

A-  As  between  the  points  named  and  the  North-West,  Eufaula  is  higher  than  Montgom- 
«7  to  the  extent  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  proportion  of  the  rate.  Between  the  points 
named  and  eastern  cities  the  relative  rates  are  dependent  somewhat  upon  the  competition, 
'•ometime  being  the  same,  sometimes  Montgomery  lower  than  Eufaula. 

H:  How,  in  your  opinion  predicated  upon  your  knowledge  and  experience,  and  observa- 
^on'm  such  matters  do  the  business  prospects  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,   for 

smcss  this  season  compare  with  last  season'and  please  state  the  gronnds  upon  which  you 
Predicate  thU  opinion  ? 
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A.  Any  answer  to  this  question  would  be  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  guess,  tny  opinion 
is  that  our  revenues  will  be  less  for  the  present  year  than  for  the  past.  The  present  outlook 
is  that  we  will  show  som<^  increase  in  the  cotton  to  be  hauled,  but  there  is  no  prospects  fo^ 
better  rates,  if  as  good,  and  the  large  grain  crops  made  in  Georgia  and  Alabama  will  decrease 
the  transportation  of  grain  which  has  heretofore  formed  such  a  lairge  proportion  of  the  rev- 
enue of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway. 

Q^  How  is  it  that  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  Company  in  its  annual  returns 
to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabamsr  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  ISS*^,  makes  r.» 
return  of  receipts  for  extra  baggage  ? 

A.     That  is  charged  to  earnings  direct,  it  is  not  kept  as  a  separate  item. 


MOBILE  AND  GIRARD    RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

Q^  Do  you  make  through  rates  on  freight  over  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  at  sta- 
tions between  Columbus  and  Union  Springs,  and  between  Union  Springs  and  Troy  on  the 
same  basis  that  you  have  stated,  that  you  make  them  on  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  at  sIa- 
tions  other  than  Montgomery  and  Eufaula  ?  [ 

A.     I  think  so,  but  not  being  so  familiar  with  the  local  detail  of  that  road  as  with  the  other  j 
I  am  unable  to  answer  with  the  same  positiveness.  I 

m' 

COLUMBUS  AND    WESTERN    RAILWAY. 

t 

Q^  How  is  it  that  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  to  the  Raii 
Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  188:2,  there  is  no  return  made 
of  the  value  of  that  portio  i  of  said  road  between  Opelika  and  Columbus  formerly  known 
as  the  Columbus  Branch  ? 

A.  The  Columbus  &  Western  Rail  Road  is  only  that  portion  of  the  line  from  OpeIik« 
to  Goodwater.  That  road  that  is  now  operated  by  it,  formerly  known  as  the  Columbu* 
Branch  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  is  not  yet  a  portion  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Rai. 
Road.  That  branch  was  purchased  by  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  and  it  has  not  r^i 
been  legally  made  a  part  of  the  Columbus  &  Western,  although  it  is  contemplated  to  be 
done,  and  pending  that  transaction  the  road  has  been  worked  as  one.  When  it  is  done  the 
books  will  show  the  proper  increase. 

The  examination  of  the  witness,  W.  G.  Raoul  was  here  suspended  at  his  request,  the  ba^ 
ance  of  it  to  be  continued  upon  interrogations  to  be  prepared  by  the  Commission  and  for- 
warded to  him  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

* 

W.  G.  RAOUL, 
Gen.  Supi.  M.  &  E.  R  y. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  us  by  the  said 
W.  G.  Raoul,  on  this  the  27th  day  of 
September  in  the  year  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  W.  G.  RAOUL. 


a  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Montgomery  & 
Eufaula  Railway  Company,  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail 
Road  Company,  the  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick  Rail 
Road  Company,  and  the  Columbus  &  Western  Rail- 
way Company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 


Pending  before  the  Rail 
Road  Commission 
of  Alabama  Sep- 
tember   27th,   1882. 


Cntinuation  of  the  examination  of  W.  G.  Raoul,  General  Superintendent  of  the  Mont- 
gomery &  Eufaula  Railway  Company,  Vice  President  of  the  Vicksburg  &  Brlinswick 
Rail  Road  Company,  President  protcm  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  Company 
and  Director  and  Acting  President  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway  Company. 

Int.  J.  Was  there  a  freight  tonnage  account  kept  of  freight  transported  over  the  Mont- 
fmery  &  Eufaula  Railway  separately  for  the  years  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  June  30th, 
te''2.  If  so,  please  state  the  amount  of  said  tonnage  transported  over  said  Railway  for  of 
echof  said  vears? 
IxT.  2.  Was  there  a  freight  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  transported  over  the 
Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  separately  for  each  of  the  years  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and 
Jaw  30th,  lt»82.  If  so,  please  state  the  amount  of  freight  tonnage  transported  over  said  Rail 
Rcid  during  each  of  said  years? 

1st.  3.  What  was  the  amount  of  receipts  for  cotton  shipped  from  Union  Springs,  Ala., 
w^the  Mobile  &  GiArd  Rail  Road  at  through  rates  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881, 
i^what  was  the  amount  of  the  same  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  and  what  amount 
•'5tsihe  revenue  from  this  source  for  each  of  said  years  did  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road 
rcine,  and  what  amount  of  the  revenue  from  this  source  for  each  of  said  years  did  the 
Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  receive,  and  on  what  basis  in  each  of  said  years  were  said 
'rceipt^  divided  between  two  said  companies? 

Int.  4.  Who  owns  that  railroad  extending  from  Opelika  to  Goodwater,  Ala.,  if  acquired 
k^ purchase  by  its  present  owners,  when  was  it  purchased,  and  what  did  it  cost  at  said  sale? 

Int.  5.  What  offices  of  this  Rail  Road  are  kept  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  what 
Wii  showing  its  business  are  kept  in  such  offices? 

I>t.  6.    What  offices  of  the  company  are  kept  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  w^hat  books  showing 

>' business  and  affairs  are  kept  in  the  Savannah  offices? 

I^r.  7.  Upon  what  information  and  data  are  the  entries  of  the  business  of  this  company 
^^t  on  the  books  at  Savannah,  and  by  whom  and  from  whom  is  such  information  or  data 

fleered  upon  which  entries  are  made? 

I^T.  8.  By  whom  are  reports  made  of  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Rail  Road 
'^Alabama,  and  to  whom  in  Savannah,  and  how  often  are  these  reports  made  and  how  are 
-«;  made? 

I^T.  9.  This  Rail  Road  for  eight  months  of  the  year,  ending  June  30th;  1881,  showed  a 
t'Ul earning  of  $14,199.66.  Now  extending  these  earnings  for  the  remaining  four  months, 
«;.in  round  numbers,  $12,000  and  the  earnings  of  this  road  would  be  for  said  year  $56|199,- 
'■'^.  and  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  when  operated  in  connection  with  the 
Columbus  branch,  its  earnini^s  were  $144,744.09,  showing  a  comparative  increase  in  total 
wmings  of  $88,545.43.  Will  you  please  state  how  the  earnings  of  the  said  Columbus  & 
^^  astern  Railway  Company,  as  operated  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  were  divided 
^^^een  the  said  Columbus  branch  and  the  said  railroad  extending  from  Opelika  to  Good- 
*»ter?  State  the  particular  cases,  giving  the  facts  why  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  said  Co- 
lumbus &  Western  Railway  Company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the 

.vear  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  value  of  said  Columbus  branch  is  not  included  in  said  re- 
turns. 
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Int.  10.     Why  is  it  in  said  last  named  ^returns  nonreturn  is  made  of  Express  service  - 
What  were  the  receipts  from  said  Express  services  during  said  year? 

Int.  11.     It  appears  from  said  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  o«" 
Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  that  the  cost  of  locomotive  repairs  was   abci; 
nine  and  a  half  cents  per  mile  for  each  mile  run,   and  from  the  returns   for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1882,  that  the  cost  of  locomotive  repairs  for  each  mile  run  was  twelve   and  two- 
tenths  cents  per  mile.     Now  is  it  not  true  that  the  usual  cost  of  locomotive  repairs  ordinarilv 
is  about  four  and  one-tenth  cents  per  mile.^     Where  were  these  locomotive  repairs  made;  in 
what  shops.^     Was  a  separate  account  kept  of  them  from  repairs  made  on  other  locomo 
tives  belonging  to  or  controlled  by  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia.^     Is   it  not  true   that 
the  Columbus  A  Western  Railway  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  was  operated  b; 
the  locomotives  belonging  to  or  controlled  by  the  Central  Rail  Road  and  Banking  Compan? 
of  Georgia.? 

Int.  12.  On  page  eleven  of  the  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  o.* 
Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  opposite  the  words  "total  earnings  per  train 
mile  passenger,"  are  the  figures  $548.1$,  is  this  correct?  Did  that  company  during  that 
year  earn  $548.10  per  train  mile  passenger.? 

Int.  13.  On  page  eleven  of  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Con - 
mission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  opposite  the  words  "total  earnin;^- 
per  train  mile  freight"  are  these  figures  $1,091,98,  is  this  correct.?  Did  that  Rail  Roau 
during  said  year  earn  $1,094.98  per  train  mile  freight.? 

Int.  14.     Was  an  account  kept  of  the  total   freight  tonnage  transported  over  said  Ra.i 
Road  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  if  so,  what  was  the  amount  of  said  tonnage  tran> 
ported  over  said  Rail  Road  for  said  year.? 

Int.  15.  What  does  the  item  of  profit  and  loss  $13,193.03  on  page  thirteen  of  annu... 
returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882,  represent.?  and  please  explain  said  item.? 

Int.  10.  What  does  the  item  $27,804.25  Central  Rail  Road  Bank  on  page  13  of  theannu.i, 
returns  of  said  com[»any  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882,  represent,  and  please  explain  said  item? 

Int.  17.  What  does  the  item  $10,807.80 earnings  on  page  thirteen  of  the  annual  return 
of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30!K. 
1882,  represent,  and  please  explain  said  item? 

Int.  18.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  market  value  of  said  Rail  Road  extending  frorr 
Opelika  to  Goodwater,  its  main  track,  side  track,  depots,  rolling  stock,  other  equipment  ar.vi 
property  appurtenant,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opimon: 

Int.  19,  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  fair  market  value  of  the  said  Columbus  branch,  il^ 
main  track,  side  track,  rolling  stock,  other  equipments,  depots  and  otlier  property  appurte- 
nant, and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion? 

Int.  20  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation  predicated  upon  you'- 
experience  in  such  matters,  how  the  business  prospects  of  said  Rail  Road,  as  operated  from 
Columbus,  Ga.,  to  Goodwater,  Ala.,  compare  this  season  with  last  season,  and  please  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  make  this  statement? 

Int.  21.  Do  you  give  through  rates  over  this  Rail  Road  to  and  from  local  stations  on  the 
same' basis  of  rule  and  in  the  same  manner  that  you  have  testified,  that  you  do  on  the  Mobik 
&  Girard  Rail  Road? 

Int.  23.  Is  Columbus,  Ga.,  a  competing  point?  Does  not  Columbus,  Ga.,  in  genera! 
have  the  same  through  rate  as  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  Eufaula,  Ala?  Are  these  through 
rates  at  Commbus,  Ga.,  conceded  on  any  direct  competition  which  forces  them,  if  so,  wh.-it 
is  that  competition,  or  are  they  conceded  at  the  instance  of  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Geor- 
gia in  the  promotion  of  its  business?  Please  state  the  basis  upon  which  through  ratet>  are 
given  from  each  station  atong  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  and  in  the  giving  of  such 
through  rate,  to  what  competitive  point  a  local  or  arbitrary  is  added  from  such  local  station. 
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0  anv,  and  what  competitive  point,  in  each  instance,  where  any  such  through  rate   is  given 
rom  any  such  local  stations? 

I  XT.  23.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  market  value  of  the  Montgomery  &  Euafaula  Rail- 
rav,  its  main  track,  sidings,  depots,  rolling  stock,  equipments,  and  property  appurtenant, 
tnd  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion? 

Int.  24.     What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  market  value  of  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road, 
lU  main  track,  sidings,  rolling  stock  and  other  equipments  and   property  appurtenant,  and 
please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion? 
Int.  25.     Who  owns  the  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick  Rail  Road?     If  purchased  by  its  pres- 
«it  owners,  what  did  it  cost  said  owner  at  its  purchase,  and  when  did   this  purchsCse  occur, 
L-Jby  whom  is  the  said  Vicksburg  &  Bnmswick  Rail  Rord  operated? 
Int.  26.     Where  are  the  chief  offices  of  the  said  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick  Rail  fioad  kept? 
Are  any  of  them  kept  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  if  any  of  them  are  kept  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  please 
iUie  which  of  them  are  kept  in  Savannah,  and  what  books  pertaining  to  the  affairs  and  showing 
'Jic  business  of  said  company  are  kept  in  Savannah  offices,  and  what  offices  of  said  company 
«rt  kept  in  Alabama,  and  what  books  showing  the  business  and  affairs  of  said  company  are 
itpt  in  these  Alabama  offices? 

Int.  27.     By  whom  aie  the  books  kept  in  Savannah,  and  upon  what  information  and  re- 
ports made,  and  by  whom  are  these  reports  made  and  how  of\£n,  and  to  whom? 

Int.  28.  It  appears  from   the  annual  returns  of  said  Rail  Road  Company,  to  the  Rail 

R'^ad  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,   1882,  that  during  said  year 

'in  local  passenger  receipts  of  said  Rail   Road,  decreased  as  compared  with  the  previous 

J  ear,  127.25  and   the  local  freight  decreased,  $8,939  77.     Please  state  to  the  best  of  your 

bowledge  and  observation,  the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are  attributable  ? 

Int.  29.  It  further  appears  from  said  annual  returns  last  named,  that  there  was  reported 

^^enteen  stock  cars   and  thirteen  oil  cars,  for  said   road  for  said  year.     Will  you  please 

-'■ite  whether  the  stock  and  oil  business  of  said  company,  was  such  as  to  require  this  num- 

iwof  cars,  for  its  stock  and  oil  business,   respectively  during  said  year?  what  were  the 

^ceipts  of  said   company  from  its  oil  traffic  during  said  year  ?  what  were  the  receipts  of 

*i:d  company  from  its  stock  transportation  service,  during  said  year  ? 

Int.  30.  It  further  appears  from  said  last  named   returns  that  the  engine  repairs  on  said 

rail  road    for  said  year  amounted   to   fourteen  and   seven    tenths   cents    per    mile    for 

«ach  mile  operated.    Is  not  that  a  very  extraordinary  expense  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  about 

'^'^ur  and  one  tenth  cents  per  mile  is  the  ordinary   and  usual  expense  for  engine  repairs, 

^'ere  not  said  engines  repaired  in  the  shops  of  the  South- Western   Rail  Road  of  Georgia, 

4r.d  was  any  separate  account  kept  of  the  repairs  of  said   engines  from  the  repairs  of  other 

'^gines  of  the  Central  Rail  Road  of  Georgia  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  the  amount  stated  in  said 

Returns  for  engine  repairs  for  said  year,  is  an  estimated  amount  ? 

J>'T.  81.  How  and  in  what  manner,  and   by  whom  was  the  said j Vicksburg  &  Brunswick 

•^ilRoad  operated  during  each  of  the  years  ending  respectively  June  30th,  1881,  and  June 

•*^^1882?  Wa«  it  not  operated  in  fact  by  the  Central   Rail   Road  Company  of  Georgia, 

^"riag  each  of  said  years  ? 

^•^T.  32.  What  was  the  cost  of  construction  of  said  Rail  Road  ? 

Nt.  33.  On  page  thirteen  of  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
^m  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  is  the  item}* 'earnings  $22,876  19." 
^{»fie  explain  what  that  represents.  Does  that  mean  the  net  learnings  of  said  Rail  Road 
lor  said  year  ?  On  said  page  thirteen  is  the  item,  "  stock  $80,000."  Please  explain  what  this 
^^presents,  and  whether  it  is  all  the  stock  of  said  company  when  it  was  issued,  who  owns 
ill  and  whether  or  not  it  is  paid  up  stock,  and  if  paid  up,  when,  and  how  plaid  up  ?  On  page 
*welve  of  said  returns,  appears  the  item  "  Railway  and  appurtenances,  $80,000.'*  Please 
<^l>Um  what  this  means  and  whether  it  is  the  estimated  value  of  said  railway  and 
«U  appurtenances,  and  if  so,  what  is  included  in  the  term  "appurtenances"  as  used  in  said  item? 

17 
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Int.  34.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  market  value  of  the  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick 
Rail  Road,  its  main  track,  sidings,  rolling  stock,  other  equipments,  depots,  and  other  prop- 
erty-appurtenant, and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

Int.  35.     What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Eufaula  to  New  York  } 

Int.  36.     What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Union  Springs  to  New  York  ? 

Int.  37.     What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Troy,  Alabama  to  New  York  ? 

Int.  38.     What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Columbus,  Georgia  to  New  York  ? 

Int.  39.     What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Opelika,  Alabama  to  New  York  ? 

Int.  40.     What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Montgomery,  Alabama  to  New  York  ? 

Int.  41.  What  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Columbus,  Georgia  to  Savannah,  Georgia  ? 
and  what  is  the  rate  on  cotton  from  Opelika,  Alabama  to  Columbus,  Georgia  ?  and  what  is 
the  rate  on  cotton  from  Union  Springs,  Alabama  to  Savannah,  Georgia  ?  and  what  is  the 
rate  on  cotton  from  Troy,  Alabama  to  Savannah,  Georgia  ?  Please  state, the  rates  actually 
charged  in  answer  to  each  of  the  questions  embraced  in  this  interogatory  ? 

Int.  42.     Are  you  acquainted  with  the  rates   made  by   the  Southern  Railway  &  Steam- 
ship Association,  taking  effect  September  1st,  1882,  and  also  oPtlie  cotton  rates  taking  effect 
September  14th,  1882,  and   published  by  Virgil   Powers,  General  Commissioner .?     Why  i< 
it  that  Columbus,  Georgia  is  not  embraced  in  said  cotton  rates  as  published  by  said  General 
Commissioner  taking  effect  September  1st,   1882,  Septem|>er   14th,   1882.?  On  what  basis  i^ 
the  through  rate  on  cotton  to  Opelika  of  sixty-three  cents  in  said  rates  to  Savannah  and 
sixty-three  cents  to  Port  Royal  and   to  Charleston  and  $1  12  to  New  York  ?  If  Columbus 
is  not  a  competitive  point,  why  do  you  give  it  the  same  competitive  rate  as  Montgomen » 
Alabama,  and  then  not  publish  them  in  the  said   rates  of  the   Southern  Railway  &  Steam 
ship  Association  ?  In  making  the  through  cotton  rates   from  Union  Springs  to  Savannah 
and  New  York,  is  not  that  rate  on  the  basis  of  a  through   rate  to  Columbus  with  a  local  or 
arbitrary  added  from  Columbus   to  Union  Springs  ?  and  is   not  this   the  manner  also  in 
which  the  through  rate  is  made  on   cotton  from  Troy,  Alabama  to  Savannah  and  New 
York? 

Int.  43.     What  increase  was  made  in   said   through  rates  taking  effect   September  l^t 
1882,  from  points  named  in  said  rates  to  stations  on  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  to 
stations  on  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road,  and  to  stations  on  the  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick 
Rail  Road,  and  to  the  stations  on  the  rail   road  operated  from  Columbus,  Georgia,  to  Good 
Water,  Alabama,  known  as  the  Columbus   &   Western   Railway,  and   please  state   to  the 
best  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and   information,   predicated   upon  your  experienced 
such  matters,  what  increase  in  revenue,  said  increase  in  through  rates  will  give  each  of  a'"-^ 
rail  roads  taking  the  basis  of  the  freight  upon  which  they  received  through  rates  with  locaU 
or  arbitraries  added,  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  r 

Int.  44.     Do  you  haul  cotton  over  the  rail  roads  mentioned  in  the  last  interrogatory,  at  a 
bale  rate  or  at  actual  rate  or  how,  in  this  respect  ? 

Int.  46.  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  of  a  regulation  or  enactment  requir" 
ing  cotton  on  each  of  these  rail  roads  to  be  hauled  at  actual  weight  on  the  business  of  each 
of  said  rail  roads,  and  upon  the  rights  of  the  public  they  serve  in  this  matter  ?  Please  state 
what  the  objections  would  be  to  hauling  cotton  on  each  of  said  rail  roads  at  actual  weight  ? 
Int.  46.  Do  you  run  freight  trains  on  each  of  said  rail  roads  on  Sunday  ?  What  in  your 
opinion  would  be  the  effect  of  a  legislative  restriction  against  running  freight  trains  on 
cither  of  said  rail  roads  on  Sunday  upon  the  business  of  each  of  said  rail  roads,  and  upon 
the  business  of  the  public  they  serve  respectively  ? 

Int.  47.  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama,  and  adopted  by  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  Company,  or  the  Mobile  A: 
Girard  Rail  Road  Company,  or  the  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick  Rail  Road  Company,  or  by  the 
Columbus  &  Western  Railway  Company,  which  in  your  practical  observation  and  experi- 
ence has  operated  oppressively,  unjustly  or  injuriously,  to  the  business  of  either  of  said  com- 
panies, and  how  in  your  opinion  every  such  rule  and  regulation  could  be  best  remedied  or 
corrected  ? 
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Int.  48.     In  your  practical  experience  in  the  operation   and   business   of  rail  roads,  are 

*cre  any  changes  in  the  existing  rail   road   laws  of  Alabama,  which  you  believe  could  be 

tnade  either  by  way  of  amendment  or  original   legislation,   that  if  made,  would   in  your 

opinion  tend  to  promote  the  safety,  convenience  or  accomodation  of  the  public  ?  or  that 

would  tend  to  promote  the  business  and  prosperity  of  rail  roads  in   Alabama  ?  If  so,  please 

rtktc  every  such  change  which  you  believe  could  be  made  by  further  legislation  ? 

19.    You    will    please    prepare  written    answers    to  each  of    these    interogatories    as 

^*ir  deposition,  and  subscribe  the  same  in  the  presence  of  a  notary  public,  and  swear  to  the 

i^Lc  before  that  officer,  and  have  him  to  attach  his  jurrat  and  official  seal,  aifd  return  said 

i'jwcrs  -with  these  interogatories  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  at  Montgom- 

t'v.  Alabama,  at  your  earliest  convenience  ? 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama. 

JAMES  CROOK, 

CHAS.P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners. 


ANSWER  TO  FOREGOING  INTERROGATORIES. 

IxT.  1.     There  was  no  tonnage  statement  kept  for  the  years  above  named. 
Int.  2.     I  do  not  think  there  was,  but  am  not  positive, 

I^T.  3.     The  cotton   business  of  Union  Springs  is  agreed  to  be  divided  between  the 
Mon'^omery  &  Eufaula,  and  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road,  on  a  basis  of  each  having  half  of 
'^'x  cotton  shipped  from  that  point  ;  each  road  is  debited  with  the  amount  it  carries.     The 
Montgomery  &  Eufaula  carrying  all  that  it  handles  chiefly  local  to   Montgomery,  while  the 
Mobile  &  Girard  carries  a  portion  of  that  it  handles  to  Columbus  local,  and  a  portion 
i'l^gh  to  Savannah,  each  road  is  debited  with  the  amount  it  carries,  and  if  one  carries  an 
■5ievs,  over  the  other,  the  profit  of  the  excess  is  divided,  with  the  road  in  deficit.     It  so  hap- 
p-ened  that  in  both  of  the  years  above  mentioned  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway, 
arricd  more  than  half  of  the  cotton  out  of  Union  Springs  to  Montgomery  and   therefore 
-'IS  in  debt  to  the  Mobile  &  Girard  $349.26  for  1881,  and  $4,280.78  for  1882. 
Int.  4.    That  road  known  as  the  Savannah  &  Memphis  Road,  was  sold  .under  fore- 
■  Oiure  at  Opelika,  Alabama,  I  think  in  the  fall  of  1880,  and  was  bid  in  by  the  bond-holders  at 
''■at  amount  I  do  not  remember.     The  bond -holders  re-organized  the  road  under  the  laws  of 
^•t  Alabama,  changing  its  name  to  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  and  made  its  capital  stock 
I1Tj6,00O.     Before  this  stock  was  distributed  to  the  bond-holders,  who  w^ere  the  purchasers 
'•^  t*  road,  the  committee  representing  the  bond-holders,  sold  it  to  the  present  owners  for 
1^7.700.89.     I  think  this  purchase  was  effected  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  December,  but 
'f  was  made  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  November,  the  purchasers  receiving  the  earnings 
ir.d  paying  the  expenses  of  the  road  from  the  1st  of  November,  1880.     The  road  is  owned 
:^v  ita  stock- holders. 

Int.  5 and  6.  The  officers  of  General  Manager  and  Agent  of  the  company  are  kept  in  Ala-  * 
bama,  and  all  the  books  pertaining  to  these  offices  are  kept  there.  The  offices  of  President, 
Secretary,  Treasurer  and  General  Freight  Agent  are  kept  in  Savannah,  and  all  the  books 
pertaining  to  those  offices  are  kept  in  Savannah,  The  books  kept  in  Savannah,  are  the  gen- 
« ral  books  of  the  company,  also  the  auxiliary  books,  showing  the  operation  of  its  freight 
Jcpartmcnt. 

^^T.  7.  I  have  already  explained  during  this  examination,  how  the  information ,  for 
entries  ip  the  Savannah  books  of  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  Company,  of  the 
business  of  that  company  were  made,  and  that  of  the  Columbus  &  Western  is  made  in 
exactly  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  system  and  methods. 
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Int.  8.  I  liave  already  explained  that  the  station  and  terminal  agents,  report  direct  to 
the  Treasurer  ,  vouchers  for  expenditures  are  approved  by  the  General  Manager  or  P^e^i- 
dent,  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  and  detailed  statement  of  earnings  and  expenses  is  tnadc 
monthly  by  the  Treasurer  to.tlie  President.  There  are  no  regular  periods  for  the  report  ol 
the  management  of  the  road.  The  manager  reports  to  the  President  whatever  he  may  deem 
necessary  and  confers  with  him  as  often  as  he  wishes.  The  President  is  supposed  and  1 
believe  heretofore  has  been  constantly  informed  as  to  the  management  of  the  property. 

Int.  0.  There  was  no  division  of  earnings  or  expenses  between  the  Columbus  Branch 
and  the  Columbus  &  Western  Rail  Road  during  the  year  1882.  They  were  operated  a> 
one  road.  The  Columbus  Branch  was  not  returned  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  in  the 
annual  report,  because  it  did  not  belong  to  that  company,  and  was  not  legally  a  part  of  it- 
That  Branch  has  purchased  by  the  Central  Rail  Road  and  Banking  Company,  from  the 
owners  of  the  Weitern  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  with  the  intention  of  consolidating  it  -uith  the 
Columbus  &  Western  Rail  Road,  but  that  consolidation  so  far  as  making  the  legal  tran^^fer 
and  receiving  pay  from  the  Coiumbus  &  Western  for  the  same  has  not  yet  been  completed, 
and  we  did  not  therefore  return  its  valuation  in  the  report  for  the  Columbus  &  Western. 
We  were  obliged  to  return  earnings  and  expenses  because  there  was  no  separation  of  these 
items  between  the  two  divisions. 

Int.  10.     The  express  business  was  not  kept  separate  but  merged  into  the  freight  earnings 
and  I  do  not  know  the  amount. 

.  Int.  11.  It  is  perhaps  true  that  four  and  one-tenth  cents  as  the  cost  per  mile  run,  i>>  hi 
the  neighborhood  of  the  correct  cost  of  repairs  on  some  roads  under  favorable  condition ». 
The  locomotive  repairs  for  the  Columbus  &  Western  were  done  in  the  shop  at  Columbus 
chiefly,  but  some  slight  repairs  may  have  been  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Opeliku. 
The  road  is  operated  by  the  engines  that  belonged  to  it,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  to  do  the 
work.  For  a  short  period  the  train  service  from  Macon  over  the  South- Western  Rail  Road 
was  extended  over  the  Columbus  &  Western,  and  therefore  a  part  of  this  service  was  charged 
to  repairs  of  locomotives,  "i'he  company  was  short  of  engines  and  had  to  rent  from  other 
roads  and  the  rentals  paid  may  have  been  distributed  through  the  various  sub-accounts  of 
motive  department,  making  it  cost  more  than  it  would  have  d(»ne,  had  the  road  been  able  to 
buy  its  own  engines. 

Int.  12.     This  is  incorrect,  it  is  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  compiler,  construing  the  ques- 
tion to  mean  earnings  per  mile  of  road  instead  of  per  train  mile.     The  question  cannot  be 
properly  answered,  as  given  in  your  report  for  the  reason  that  the  figures  21,170  put  dowv. 
as  passenger  train  miles,  cover  the  miles  made  by  a  passenger  train  that  was  run  for  a  very 
short  period  of  time  and  the  figures  64,007  put  down  as  mixed  train  miles,  covers  the  mileage 
of  the  train  that  performed  both  freight  and  passenger  service  for  most  of  the  year  while  the 
passage  account  is  the  passage  earned  by  both  of  these  trains  and  it  is  impossible  to  separate 
the  matter  so  as  to  answer  the  question  as  propounded.     Figured  from  the  face  of  the  report 
it  would  appear  that  the  road  had  earned  a  fraction  over  two  dollars  and  five  cents  per  train 
mile  from  its  passenger  receipts  above  which  would  be  a  large  revenue  for  a  road  of  quite 
heavy  traffic.    This  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  the  passenger  earnings  for  the  entire  year 
if  distributed  to  the  miles  of  the  actual  passenger  train  mileage  would  concentrate  on  mileage 
made  during  a  few  months. 

Int.  13.  This  is  the  same  error  as  explained  in  the  previous  question — the  total  amount 
of  freight  earnings  distributed  over  the  actual  mileage  of  the  mixed  train,  would  make  a  frac- 
tion over  one  dollar  and  forty-eight  cents  per  train  mile — if  I  have  made  no  error  in  my  cal- 
culation. 

Int.  14.    It  was  not  kept. 

Int.  15.  There  is  nothing  in  this  that  needs  explanation,  it  being  a  feature  in  an 
ordinary  balance  sheet.  It  represents  the  difference  between  the  earnings  of  the  roa^ 
from  all  sources  and  the  disbursements  of  the  road  for  all  purposes. 

Int.  16.     It  represents  a  cash  over  draft  in  the  Central  Rail  Road  Bank. 

Int.  17.     On  the  copy  of  the  returns,  which  I  hold,  that  item  is  put  down  as  |108,167.80 
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and  I  apprehend  your  interrogatory  is  an  error.     It  represents  the  gross  earnings  from  all 
sources,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 

IxT.  18.     It  would  cost  to  build  this  rail  road  now  I  think  about  $1,000,000.     It  was 
evidently  not  considered  worth  what  it  would  cost  to  build  it,  because  the  purchasers  under 
foreclosure  sold  it  to  its  present  owners  for  $677,700.89.     The  road  has  fallen  far  short  of 
paying  an  interest  on  its  last  cost — its  net  earnings  for  the  twelve  months  ending  October 
3Ut,  1881,  fall  a  little  short  of  $7,000,  which  was  less  than  seven  per  cent  on  an  investment  of 
IlKKOOO.     If  the  r6ad  was  put  upon  the  market  and  sold  to  a  purchaser  who  had  no  use  for 
it.  as  a  connecting  link  with  other  systems  of  roads,  which  he  might  be  interested  in  and  was 
:K]nng  it  only  for  the  profit  that  he  could  make  out  of  the  road  in  itself  as  it  now  stands,  he 
crald  not  afford  to  pay  for  it,  a  larger  sum  than  the  net  earnings  of  the  company  would 
rdura  an  interest  on.    Taking  into  consideration  the  prospective  increase  in  the  value  of  a 
nil  road,  running  through  an  undeveloped  country,  it  would  be  fair  to  assume  that  a  purchaser 
wocld  be  trilling  to  receive  a  \ety  low  rate  of  interest  looking  to  its  ultimate  improvement, 
I  'hould  say  that  $250,000  was  a  full  valuation  of  the  road.     This  is  a  very  difficult  question 
to  answer  directly  because  there  are  so  many  conditions  that  influence  the  price  that  would 
w  paid  for  a  road.     So  many  conditions  that  make  it  valuable  to  one  system  of  roads  in  con- 
trolling it  as  against  another  for  the  purpose  of  giving  direction  to  the  commerce  of  locality, 
ind  acting  as  a  feeder  to  respective  systems.     These  conditions  as  influencing  value  I  do  not 
include  in  my  estimate.     I  have  looked  upon  it  merely  as  a  road,  separate  from  all  others 
«ith  no  special  system  of  roads  competmg  for  it  on  the  basis  of  its  indirect  value,  but  for  an* 
ixidi\idual  or  company  of  individuals  looking  from  the  stand  point  of  what  they  could  get 
rttumed  on  their  investment.  • 

IxT.  19.  I  have  no  date  upon  which  to  form  an  estimate  of  value  of  the  Columbus  Branch, 
I H*  that  it  is  estimated  by  the  Board  of  EqUallization  in  common  with  the  balance  of  the 
riiroad  property  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  at  $11,000  per  mile  for  main  track 
ind  $3,000  per  mile  for  side  track — this  branch  owns  no  rolling  stock. 

I.\T.  20.  I  have  not  studied  this  road,  its  conditions  and  prospects  sufficiently  to  give  an 
:"tc!Hgent  answer  to  this  question. 

Int.  21.     Yes  sir. 

Int.  22.     Columbus,  Georgia,  is  a  ^competitive  point,  1  think  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 

rate*  from  and  to  Columbus  are  a  little  higher  than  they  are  from    Montgomery.     Bufaula 

and  Columbus  rates  are  always  kept  the  same.     Columbus  is  same  as  Montgomery  now  on 

totton  and  wc  try  to  keep  this  so.     The   through  rates  are  considered  partly  on  the  basis  of 

i  direct  competition  by  the  Chattahoochee  river,  which  gets  an  outlet  over  the  Florida   Rail 

Roads,  and  partly  at  the  instance  of  the  Central   Rail   Road  of  Georgia,  in  promoting  the 

KC)>perity  of  that  city,  and  enabling  it  to  sustain  itself  against  other  cities  that  compete  with 

"•  iorbusiness.     I  may  not  remember  with  absolute  correctness  but  I  think  the  basis  of  through 

fi-ei  from  the  local  stations  is  the  local  to  Columbus,  added  to  the  Columbus  rate.     There  is 

^%ht  concession  in  Opelika  rates  which  makes  them  very  nearly  as  low  as  Columbus  rates, 

*nich  is  a  voluntary  concession.     I  think   the  Columbus  &  Western  receives  an  arbitrary 

^-atis  a  little  higher  than  its  proportion  on  the  through  rate  would  be,  and  a  little  lower 

-nan  the  local  rate  on  all  business  that  is  shipped  to  or  from  Opelika  proper. 

Int.  23.  I  answered  this  question  to  the  best  of  mv  ability  in  the  early  part  of  this 
examination. 

In'T.  24.  My  connection  with  the  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road  is  very  recent,  and  I  do 
not  consider  myself  prepared  to  answer  this  question  upon  my  own  knowledge.  I  presume 
the  returns  made  to  the  State  for  taxation  are  correct. 

Int.  26.  The  Vicksburg  &  Brunswick  Rail  Road  stands  in  the  name  of  William  Vi. 
Wadley.  It  Was  purchased  by  him  at  foreclosure  sale  about  March  the  3d,  1879,  at  a  cost  of 
$80,000.    The  said  rail  road  is  operated  by  the  Southwestern  Rail  Road. 

Int.  26.  The  road  has  never  been  reorganized,  and,  in  reality,  has  no  legal  officers.  It 
«!imply  stands  in  the  name  of  the  purchaser.  I  gave  my  name  in  as  Vice  President  because 
it  i>eemed' necessary  that  some  official  should  sign  the  returns,  and  the  owner  was  not  pres- 


262  > 

ent  at  the  time  they  were  made.  The  managofnent  that  I  have  had  of  the  road  about  corre 
sponds  with  the  office  of  Vice  President,  had  it  been  an  organized  road.  Th^  Station  Agent 
are  in  Alabama,  but  those  affairs  which  are  usually  conducted  by  a  President,  Secretary  an< 
Treasurer  and  General  Freight  Agent  are  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  aU  accounts  arv 
books  pertaining  to  those  offices  are  kept  there. 

Int.  27.  Edward  Mclntyre  keeps  the  books  in  Savannah.  The  information  and  report 
of  the  road's  operations  are  received  by  him,  and  exactly  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  saia 
system  as  explained  for  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway, 

Int.  1J8.  The  fluctuation  ih  passenger  receipts  is  less  than  could  be  usually  expected,  i: 
comparing  one  year's  operations  with  another.  The  year  ending  June  30th,  1832,  afforded  a 
lighter  business  for  all  rail  roads  in  this  section  than  the  year  previous,  and  that  is  the  onlv 
cause  to  which  I  can  attribute  the  decline  of  freight  receipts  as  compared  with  the  year  pre- 
vious. 

Int.  29.     The  copy  of  Commissioners'  returns  for  1882,  which  I  hold,  states  that  the 
road  owns  seventeen  box  cars  and  thirteen  platform  cars.     I  presume  if  your  report  is  di:- 
ferent  it  is  a  mistake  in  dropping  the  number  one  line  below .     We  have  no  stock  or  oil  car> 
We  have  no  oil  traffic,  and  the  stock  traffic  merely  amounts  to  an  occasional  car-load,  if  am 
and  we  do  not  keep  it  separate. 

Int.  30.  The  operations  of  this  road  areso  small  that  we  do  not  go  to  the  expense  of 
subdividing  its  accounts,  as  we  do  with  the  larger  roads.  Everything  that  pertains  to  *Ju' 
motive  department  is  charged  under  the  head  of  one  account,  and  in  making  returns  to  you. 
the  item  $1,956.90  covers  the  entire  cost  of  operating  the  motive  department,  fuel,  water,  en- 
gineers, firemen  and  repairs.  We  do  the  repairs  for  this  road  in  the  shops  at  Macon,  and 
'whatever  it  amounts  to  is  charged  up  against  them,  and  charged  under  this  general  head. 
"  Motive  Department." 

Int.  31.  It  was  operated  by  the  Southwestern  Railroad  Division.  That  is  to  say,  trains. 
cars  and  officers  of  this  division  performed  all  the  duties  of  operating  for  that  road.  Tiic 
Central  Rail  Road  being  the  lessee  of  the  Southwestern  is,  of  course,  the  principal  in  the 
transaction. 

Int.  32.     I  do  not  know. 

Int.  33.  The  item  $22,876.19  is  the  gross  earnings  of  the  road  for  the  year.  Thec\ 
pcnses  must  be  deducted  from  that  to  arrive  at  the  net  earnings.  The  item  $80,000,  pi" 
down  as  stock,  is  intended  to  represent  the  cost  of  the  road  to  the  purchaser.  There  is  n^ 
stock  issued.  This  amount  of  purchase-money  was  paid  in  cash  at  the  time  of  the  purchi^" 
The  item  $30,000,  railroad  and  appurtenances,  is  intended  to  balance  the  cost  of  the  roid,  i>. 
order  to  start  a  set  of  books.  It  is  not  the  estimated  value  of  the  road,  but  it  is  the  actaa* 
amount  paid  for  it  in  money.  The  term  appurtenances  includes  for  this  road  (as  it  doesioi 
every  other  that  I  have  known  anything  about)  everything  that  pertains  to  the  road. 

Int.  31.  •  Looking  at  the  result  of  the  past  two  years'  operations,  I  think  that  the  amount 
put  down  by  the  Board  of  Equalization  ($114,625)  a  fair  market  value  for  the  property.  1 
base  my  calculation  on  my  judgment  that  it  would  be  a  reasonably  good  investment  atiu. 
price. 

Int:  35.     Seventy-five  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Int.  36.     Ninety  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Int.  37.     Ninety  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Int.  38.     Seventy -five  cents  pet  100  pounds. 

Int.  39.     Ninety-three  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Int.  40.     Seventy -five  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Int.  41.    The  rate  on  cotton  from  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  is  45  cents  per 
pounds.     From  Opelika,  Alabama,  to  Savannah,  63  cents.   From  Union  Springs,  Alabam.v 
to  Savannah,  55  cents.     From  Troy.  Alabama,  to  Savannah,  55  cents. 

Int.  42.  Copies  of  the  rates  of  General  Commissioner  Virgil  Powers,  as  mentiontv. 
were  duly  received  by  me  and  fully  understood.  Columbus  was  not  included  in  the saui 
Commissioner's  circular,  for  the  reason  that  the  General  Commissioners  jurisdiction  docj 
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not  extend  to  that  point.     The  cotton  rates  of  63  cents  and  $1. 12  per  100  pounds  from  Ope- 
lika  to  Savannah  and  New  York  respectively,  which  took  effect  September  1st,  1882,  were 
based  on  the  rates  from  Columbus  (45  cents  to  Savannahrl&nd  94  cents  to  New  York),  plus 
the  Columbus  and  Western  Railway  local  of  18  cents.    Columbus  being  a  trade  center  of 
some  magnitude,  having  four  rail  roads  radiating  therefrom,  viz.;  the  Southwestern,  Colum- 
bus Sc  Western,  Mobile  &  Girard,  and  the  Columbus  &  Rome  Rail  Roads,  as  well  as  having 
steamboats  plying  the  Chattahoochee,  Flint  and  Appalachicola  Rivers.     It  was  considered 
41  being  consistent  and  proper  to  give  Columbus  such  facilities  in  the  shape  of  freight  rates 
'i^\i&T  geographical  position  warrants,  thus  allowing  her  to  enjoy,  to  some  extent,  the  busi- 
■:;^(of  the  local  stations  and  landings  on  the  above-mentioned  roads  and  rivers;  hence  Mont- 
H  >!Dery  rates  being  adopted  for  Columbus.    The  freight  rates  to  and  from  Columbus  are 
6^t  embraced  in  the  circular  letters  of  the  General  Commissioner  of  Southern  Railway  and 
S  S.  Association,  for  the  reason  that  such  rates  are  issued  through  that  channel  as  are  only 
under  his  jurisdiction,  and  said  circulars  are  only  intended  for  the  private  information  of  the 
common  carriers  working  in  the  said  association,  and  are  not  distributed  to  the  general  pub- 
'.:.   Through  rates  on  cotton  from  Union  Springs  and  Troy  to  Savannah  and  New  York 
Af  fixed  arbitrarily,  viz.:  to  Savannah,  10  cents  per  100  pounds,  and  to  New  York,  15  cents 
iti'her  than  the  rates  from  Columbus  to  Savannah  and  New  York.    The  Mobile  &  Girard 
Kj:1  Road  proportion  on  shipments  to  Savannah  and  New  York  is  somewhat  higher  than 
u>t  above-mentioned  differences  between  the  Columbus  and  the  Union  Springs  and  Troy 
'^ rough  rates. 

Int.  43.  The  increase  in  the  through  freights  of  Sept.  1st,  1882,  to  Savannah  and  New 
Vorkfrom  stations  on  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  Mobile  &  Girard  Rail  Road, 
'».d<burg  &  Brunswick  Rail  Road,  and  the  Columbus  &  Western  Railway,  over  tliose  pre- 
yyi4y  in  effect,  are  to  Savannah,  none,  to  New  York,  24  cents.  The  through  rates  of  Sept. 
1\  1S82,  were,  however,  only  worked  until  Sept.  14th,  1882,  on  which  date  they  were  re- 

'  red  to  about  the  same  as  those  in  effect  prior  to  Sept.  Ist,  1882.  Any  increase  which  may 
>r;adc  in  through  rates  from  local  stations  on  these  roads  does  not  affect  in  any  way  the 
■^fnueof  the  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway,  Mobile  &  Girard,  Vicksburg  A  Bnmswick 
^4:!  Road,  or  Columbus  Ac  Western  Railway,  as  these  roads  obtain  either  their  full  local  or 
-  '.ved  arbitrary  rate,  irrespective  of  the  through  rates,  no  matter  how  often  or  to  what  extent 
'i:i  through  rates  may  fluctuate.  «     • 

^^*T.  44.  Under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Alabama  Commission  we  carry  cotton 
'>■'  a  bale  rate. 

Int.  45.  I  think  it  would  be  fair  to  the  rail  roads  and  public  both  to  haul  cotton  on 
-tual  weight.  Nothing  can  be  fairer  than  to  charge  for  the  exact  number  of  pounds  that  is 
»^iedand  if  the  principle  of  hauling  at  a  bale  rate  is  continued   for   any  length  of  timc'it 

*ii>  to  the  bales   being   packed  heavier  and   thus   shipping  more  cotton  in  a  bale  than  is 

r-*^  for. 

'•''«.  46.     We  run  passenger  and  mixed  trains  on  Sunday   but  not  regular  freight  trains 

*-"^  we  only  run  mixed  tniins  on  some  of  the  roads.     As  we  operate   some   of  these  roads 

trough  from  Georgia,  the  law  in  Georgia  prohibiting  the  running  of  trains  on  Sunday,  prac- 

•a!v  enforces  the  same  in  Alabama.    To  my  mind  there  are  grave  objections  to  the  law  ;  it 

»fr^es  no  good  purpose  that  I  know  of,  and  is  frequently  oppressive  to  the  employees  of  the 

'Qad  Vihoare  tied  up  at  way  stations  when  tlicy  might  otherwise  spend  Sundays  with  their 

'^'Tillies.    It  frequently  involves  unnecessary  expense  to  a  rail   road  to   provide  extra  trains 

wr  doubling  the  service  on  nights  of  week  days  when  the  service  might  be  performed  by 

i^ic  regular  trains  if  carried  through  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights. 

I^'T.  47.  The  reduction  of  rates  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  has  undoubtedly  to 
^me  extent  reduced  the  revenue  of  the  companies,  but  I  cannot  say  that  it  has  been  oppres- 
sive or  notoriously  unjust.  Of  course  there  is  more  or  less  injury  sustained  in  a  reduction 
0  revenue.  I  have  no  suggestions  to  offer  for  a  remedy  as  I  do  not  thmk,  so  far  as  above 
•amed  roads  are  concerned,  the  injury  has   been  sulBcient  to  justify   any  application  for  a 
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remedy.    I  do  not  consider  the  evils  so  far  as  the  above  roads  are  concerned  of  a  very  rad: 
cal  type. 

Int.  48.     I  do  not  feel  justified   in  going  as  fully  into  this  subject  as  a  proper  and  intel 
ligent  discussion  of  it  would  demand.     I  will  only  say  that  any   law  that  is  made  strong 
enough  to  empower  the  Commission  with  the  necessary   authority  to  compel  a  road  into 
measures  against  its  will  would  be  strong  enough  to  clothe  the  Commissioners  with  power 
to  do  rail  roads  a  great  deal   of  damage  were  the  Commissioners  so  inclined.     In  other 
words,  supposing  tliat  the  rail  roads  were  determined  to  do  wrong  and  oppress  the  public,  a 
Commission  would  have  to  be  clothed  with  very  arbitrary  authority  to  correct  the  evil  and 
this  authority  would  be  necessary  to  make  the  Commission  of  any  value  to  the  public.    At 
the  same  time  if  the  Commission  is  composed  of  ignorant  or  evil  disposed  men  who  are 
determined  to  injure  the  rail  roads,  such  a  law  would  give  them  full  and  ample  opportunity 
to  do  so,  and  render  the  rail   roads  powerless  to  protect  themselves..    My  conclusion  i< 
briefly,  that  the  good  or  ill  effects  of  a  Commission  law  in  any  state  is  dependent  solely  and 
entirely  upon  the  ability  with  which  it  is  executed,  and  any  law   framed   so  as  to  be  of  any 
real  value  to  the  public,  necessarily  puts  the  rail  roads  at  the  mercy  of  the  Commission,  and 
therefore  it  should  be  the  aim  of  the  framers  of  the  law  to  throw  around  the  roads  every 
reasonable  safeguard  both  by  careful  wording  of  the  law  and  providing  methods  for  the 
selection  of  of  a  Commission  that  will  insure  the  appointment  of  men  of  ability  and 
integrity. 

W.  G.  RAOUL. 
Personally  appeared  bcfere  me,  R.  W.  Adams, 
Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Chatham,  State  of  Georgia,  the  under- 
signed ;  who,  being  duly  sworn  sayeth, 
that  the  above  answers  to  the  accompa- 
nying interrogatories  are  true  and  cor- 
rect to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

W.  G.  RAOUL. 
R.  W.  ADAMS, 

Notary  Public, 

Chatham  County,  Ga. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Annual   Returns  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur 
Rail  Road  Company,  South  &   North  Alabama  Rail  Road. 
Company  and  Wetumpka  Branch,  Mobile  &   Montgemery 


Before  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  of 


Railway    Company,   New   Orleans,   Mobile   &  Texas   Rail    ^  Alabama,  Sep- 

Road  Company,  Selma  Division  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  tember28,1882. 

of  Alabama,  the  Pensacola  &   Selma  Rail  Road  Company, 
and  Repton  Branch,. for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18S2.  j 

Theodore  Welch,  Esq.  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road 
Company,  for  all  the  rail  roads  operated^  by  said  company  in  Alabama  except  the 
Nashville  A  Decatur  Rail  Road,  a  witness,  having  b)ecn  duly  sworn  by  the  Rail  Road 
Commission  of  Alabama,  in  answer  to  the  questions  hereinafter  propounded  to  him 
by  said  Commission  testified  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Q.    Where  do  you  reside  ? 

A.    Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Qj  What  office  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  management  or  operation  of  rail  roads  in  the 
y^te  of  Alabama  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  ? 

A.  General  Freight  Agent  of  all  said  roads  in  Alabama  except  the  Nashville  &  Decatur 
RsO  Road. 

(^    About  how  long  have  you  held  said  office? 

A.  I  was  appointed  General  Freight  Agent  of  all  the  lines  south  and  west  of  Mont- 
gomery in  June,  1880.  I  was  appointed  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  South  &  North  Rail 
Road  in  June,  1882. 

(^  Please  name  the  rail  roads  in  Alabama,  of  which  you  are  such  General  Freight  Agent  ? 

A.  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road,  and  Wetumpka  Branch,  Selma  Division  of  the 
Western  Rail  Road;  Pensacola  &  Sehna  Rail  Road;  upper  and  lower  Divisions,  what 
»« formerly  known  as  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road;  New  Orleans  &  Mobile  Rail 

Q.  Please  state  what  you  mean  when  you  say  "what  was  formerly  Jtnown  as  the  Mobile 
i  Montgomery  Rail  Road"  ?  And  also  state  the  relation  which  now  exists  between  that 
'otiand  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  ? 

A.  I  understand  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Road  has  been  leased  to  Louisville  &  Nash-- 
•'Ue  Rail  Road,  and  is  not  operated  any  longer  as  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road  but 
1^  a  pprtion  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road,  under  the  lease.  The  Mobile  &  Mont- 
^•omery  Rail  Road  still  has  a  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  but  they  have  nothing  to  do 
^iththe  operation  of  the  road. 

Qc  Docs  or  not,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  control  the  election 'of 
^is  President  and  Directors  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road  ? 

^'    I  cannot  answer  that  question  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Q^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  pays  the  salary 
oUhe  President  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road  Company,  and  of  the  Secretary 
of  said  company  ? 

A.    I  cannot  from  nty  own  knowledge  answer  that  question,  never  having  seen  the  lease  ? 

^    Do  you  know  anything  about  the  traffic,  aud  earnings,  and  expenditures  of  the  Nash- 
"lle  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882.> 
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A.     Nothing  more  than  I  have  seen  in  reports  furnished  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Louis- 
ville &  Nashville  Rail  Road. 

Q^  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  the  South  &  North  Rail  Road  Company,  and 
the  Wetumpka  Branch,  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882,  that  duringfsaid  year  the  local  passenger  earnings  of  said  road,  inci eased  over  the 
previous  year,  $17,509.25,  and  that  the  through  passenger  earnings  of  said  company  decreased 
during  said  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  $7,455.04 
and  that  the  local  freight  earnings  of  said  company,  increased  for  said  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  $20,803.67,  and  that  the  through  freight  earn- 
ings of  said  company  decreased  during  said  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  $3,848.39.  Please  state  the  causes  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  obser- 
vation, to  which  each  of  these  results  are  attributable  separately  ? 

A.     So  far  as  the  passenger  business  is  concerned,  this  is  wholly  a  matter  of  opinion;  I 
believe  a  portion  of  the  increase  in  the  local  passenger  earnings  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  per  mile.     The  second  reason  for  increase  may  probably  be  found  in 
the  general  development  of  local  interests,  along  the  line  of  the  road  which  necessitated 
more  or  less  travel  bv  all  parties  interested.     By  general  development  I  refer  now,  especiallv 
to  the  development  of  coal  and  iron  interests  along  the  line  of  the  South  &  North  Rail  Road. 
So  far  as  the  through  passenger  business  is  concerned,  1  cannot  account  for  loss  in  any  other 
way,  than  that  the  travel  North  has  been  a  degree  less,  from  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  than 
last  year,  and  that  we  received  a  very  small  portion  of  the  Florida  business  during  Ust 
winter.     The  increase  of  local  freight  earnings  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  marked  develop- 
ment, of  local  interests   along   the  line.     The  decrease  in  earning  on  through  freight,  wa> 
caused  undoubtedly  by  what  may  be  termed  a  relatively  short  crop  of  cotton  in  Montgomery 
and  Selma  territory,  and  in  the  further  fact  that  there  was  produced  in  the  State  a  very  largt 
crop  of  oats  which   were  used  in  the  place  of  corn,  thereby  stopping  the  shipment  of  that 
commodity  from  the  west.     A  further  reason  for  loss  of  revenue  on  this  through  freigiit 
business  can  be  found  in  the  fact  that  through  rates  of  freight  owing  to  various  causes,  were 
for  the  yearj  if  I  am  correctly  advised,  lower  than  the  average  rate  of  1880  and  1881.    Thi^ 
statement  does  not  necessarily  affect  thie  tonnage.    The  tonnage  may  in  fact  have  been  larger 
in  1881  and  1882,  and  still  the  earnings  less  than  in  1880  and  1881. 

Q,.  Was  there  any  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  tonnage  transported  over  said  rail  road 
during  the  year  ending  June  SOth,  1881,  and  June  30th,  1882,  respectively  ?  If  so,  pleax 
state  how  the  tonnage  of  said  last  named  year  compared  with  the  previous  year  ? 

A.  Such  an  account  was  undoubtedly  kept,  I  have  asked  for  the  figures  during  the  pa*t 
week,  but  up  to  now,  have  not  received  them,  and  in  the  absence  of  these  figures  from  li^c 
Auditor's  office  in  Louisville,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  exact  figures. 

Q^     As  .soon  as  you  receive  these  figures  from  the  Auditor's  office  in  Louisville,  will  vou 
please  furnish  an  exact  copy  of  them  to  us  in  the  form  of  a  statement  and  as  part  of  your 
deposition  in  this  proceeding  to  be  marked  Exhibit  A  ? 
.    A.     I  will. 

Q^.  In  the  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commissioner  of  Alabama  for  the 
year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  there  is  no  separate  statement  as  to  the  earnings  and  expense* 
of  the  Wetumpka  branch  during  said  period.  Will  you  please  state  if  you  know  the  caut< 
of  this  ?  and  if  you  will,  also  please  state  if  you  know  what  the  earnings  and  expenses  of  said  ^ 
W.etumpka  branch  were  during  said  period,  either  exactly,  if  you  know,  or  if  not  exactly,  then 
according  to  the  best  estimate  you  can  make,  or  that  has  been  made,  by  the  proper  depart - 
m'entof  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  best  acquainted  with  such  matters  : 

A.  I  do  not  know  why  separ&te  report  was  not  made  for  the  Wetumpka  branch.  I  have 
no  figures  in  my  office,  or  reported  to  me  from  the  Louisville  office,  which  would  enable  me 
^o  furnish  any  information  regarding  earnings  and  expenditures  of  the  Wetumpka  branch. 

Q^.  Please  state,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation  in*such  matters,  how  the 
business  prospects  of  said  rail  road  for  this  season*compare  with  last  season,  and  the  ground) 
upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  f 
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A.  That  is  a  very  hard  question*  to  answer.  From  one  standpoint  I  should  say  the  earn- 
ings of  the  South  &  North  Rail  Road  should  be  greatly  increased  over  any  previous  year. 
From  another  standpoint,  I  can  see  how  they  would  fall  short.  Ordinarily,  the  general  pros- 
perity of  a  country  should  increase  the  earnings  of  the  rail  road.  I  believe  the  coming  year 
will  be  for  the  State  of  Alabama «  vesy  prosperous  one.  Confining  ourselves  to  coal  and 
iron,  the  earnings  of  the  South  and  North  Road,  I  think,  must  increase  over  any  previous 
}ear.  If,  however,  the  farmers  along  the  line  have  raised  all  the  grain  produce,  etc.,  that 
they  want,  there  will  necessarily  be  imported  to  this  State  less  of  these  commodities  than 
iieretofore,  that  would  have  the  natural  effect  to  reduce  the  earnings  of  the  South  &  North 
Road.  But  there  is  still  another  view  to  take  of  it.  While  the  earnings  may  be  reduced  on 
*«tern  produce,  such  as  flour,  grain  and  bacon,  there  may  be  other  articles  which  pay  us  a 
rgher  rate  of  freight,  which  would  go  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  revenue  on  these  arti- 
f!rt.  It  is  possible  to  actually  have  a  great  deal  less  tonnage  and  less  gross  earnings,  and 
>till  have  greater*  net  earnings.  So,  from  a  rail  road  standpoint,  I  cau  hardly  answer  the 
'iwstion,  except  on  a  general  proposition  that  a  prosperous  country  would  naturally  incresse 
'He  business  of  rail  roads.  '' 

I      %    In  the  printed  freight  tariffs  of  this  company  are  rates  published  from  every  station 
r    ilong  iu  line  to  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans  .? 

•      A.    No,  sir;  rates  to  Cincinnati  are  not  stated.     Nor  are  they  necessarily  from  all  stations 
.    10  New  Orleans,  but  they  are,  however,  in  the  main.     The  rates,  so  far  as  Alabama  is  con- 
cerned, including  all  stations,  are  stated  in  tariffs  in  possession  of  agents.     The  rate  to  Cin- 
t;r.nati,  or,  in  fact,  any  competitive  point,  might  be  less  than  any  local  rate,  would  be  by  rea- 
^n  ot  the  effect  of  some  intermediate  competitive  point  upon  these  rates.     For  instance,  wc 
-T.e  a  rate  from  Montgomery  to  New  Orleans.     That  rate  is  controlled,  more  or  less,  by 
^•^tts  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans.     The  same  would  be  relatively  true  from  any  local  sta- 
■on  south  of  Montgomery  to  New  Orleans.     Take  cotton  seed  for  an  example.     We  can  get 
■^i*iocal  to  Mobile,  but  we  cannot  get  full  local,  based  on  local  tariff,  to  New  Orleans,  for 
~^^  reason  that  local  to  Mobile,  plus  the  competitive  rate  to  New  Orleans,  would  be  less  than 
-I  local  to  New  Orleans.     These  rates  to  New  Orleans  would  also  be  affected  by  rates  from 
^n^ilarly  located  territory  on  the  Now  Orleans  &  Chicago  Rail   Road  and  the  Vicksburg  & 
lendian  Rail  Road,  and,  for  that  matter,  roads  in  Texas,  running  into  New  Orleans.     What 
^  Have  said  applies  to  Louisville  as  well  'as  New  Orleans. 

^-    Do  you  publish  freight  rates  on  cotton  from  each  of  the  stations  on  this  road  to  Lou- 
^■^illeand  Cincinnati  in  your  tariffs  ? 

A.    No,  si'  ;  rates  on  cotton  are  more  frequently  published  in  manuscript.     This  grows 

^^^t  of  the  fact  that  we  are  not  maintaining  full  local  on  cotton.     In  connection  with  com- 

^<^tive  causes,  on  the  South  &  North  Rail  Road,  we  are  not  even  maintaining  regular  locals 

^'lontgomery.     Every  agent,  however,  has  these  rates  furnished  him.     They  are  the  same 

•■^all  points  along  the  line  relatively  situated. 

\:    From  what  stations  along  the  line  of  this  road  do  you  publish  through  freight  rates  ? 

''points  east,  or  north,  or  west,  or  south,  into  which  no  local  or  arbitrary  enters  } 

•  We  have  no  purely  local  station  from  which  we  quote  through  rates  into  which  neither 
^<al  nor  arbitrary  enters.  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Pensacola,  Selma,  Montgomery,  Nash- 
'  e,  Memphis,  and  such  points  as  aie  termed  pro-rating  points,  take  through  rates,  not  af- 

^  by  a  local  or  arbitrary  so  far  as  we  are  concerned. 

^'    Do  you  quote  any  such  through  rate  for  Birmingham  ? 

I  '    Birmingham  is  not  a  pro-rating  point.     Rate  from    Birmingham  is  usually  based  on 

^^  attanooga  or  Nashville,  whichever  makes  the  lowest  total.   The  rate  to  Nashville  or  Chat- 

^  ooga  IS  usually  made  comparatively  low,  having  reference  to  what  might  be  termed  local 

^    s-    My  answer  thus  far  applied  more  especially  to  cotton.     The  rate  to  or  for  Birming- 

^.      on  general  merchandise  coming  from  New  York  or  Boston,  is  subject  to  the  classifica- 

0   the  Southern  Railway  and  Steamship  Association.     The  rates  from  Montgomery, 

nooga  and  Decatur  are  made  lower  than  regular  local  from  either  one  of  these  points. 
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This  arrangement  grew  out  of  a  desire  to  give  Birmingham  something  lower  than  regular 
local  rates  would  give  them.  ' 

C^.  Ple.ise  state  how  this  rate  at  Birmingham  on  such  freight  compares  with  Montgom- 
ery and  Decatur  and  Chattanooga  rate  respectively  ? 

A.  It  Is  higher  than  either  the  Montgomery  or  Chattanooga  rate,  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  how  it  is  with  reference  to  the  Decatur  rate. 

Q^.  Please  state,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  about  what  the  difference  is  between  this 
rate  to  Birmingham  and  to  Montgomery  and  Chattanooga  ? 

A.  We  handled  very  little  of  this  business.  In  fact,  there  is  very  little  of  this  busins>s 
anyway.  My  recollection  is,  the  last  rates  were  21  cents  higher, but  I  really  have  not  a  dcf.- 
nite  recollection  about  this. 

C^.  Please  answer  as  to  Decatur,  Calera  and  Wetumpka,  respectively,  the  same  question^ 
that  have  been  asked  you  about  Birmingham,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  recollec- 
tion ? 

A.  On  business  delivered  to  us  at  Montgomery  for  Calera  proper,  we  would  exact  loca!. 
I  don't  know  that  we  ever  receive  any  business  at  Montgomery  for  Decatur,  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  agreement  we  would  probably  ask  the  local  there,  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  secure  the  local  and  that  would  be  a  matter  of  agreement.  On  Wetumpka  business,  ii* 
delivered  to  us  at  Montgomery  we  would  exact  our  local  Montgomery  to  Wetumpka,  if 
delivered  to  us  at  Calera,  we  would  not  exact  local  from  Calera  unless  it  was  less  than  the 
agreed  minimum  to  Montgomery,  plus  local  back. 

Q^  Please  state  why  there  is  not  such  direct  competition  at  Birmingham  as  to  have  a 
through  freight  rate  for  that  point  into  which  no  consideration  of  locals  or  arbitrarie^ 
enter  ? 

A.  Those  things  are  always  a  matter  of  agreement  and  probably  one  of  the  first  reason^ 
why  the  pro  rate  principle  is  at  present  not  admitted,  there  is,  that  when  you  pro  rate  tver 
long  distances  and  one  of  the  lines  receives  a  short  haul  as  ninety-five  miles  from  Mont- 
gomery to  Birmingham,  and  in  the  other  case  eighty -eight  miles  from  Decatur  to  Birming 
ham,  it  is  quite  a  common  thing  to  agree  either  to  minimum  arbitraries  or  constructive 
mileage  greater  than  actual  mileage.  In  the  case  of  Birmingham  it  has  been  agreed  to  accept 
minimum  arbitraries  rather  than  pro  rate  on  constructive  mileage.  The  propriety  of  this  i» 
founded  somewhat  on  the  fact  that  terminal  expenses  are  increased  by  the  delivering  line 
having  the  short  haul.  * 

Q^    Is  there  not  a  traffic  Arrangement  between  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Com 
pany,  and  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  by  which  it  is  agreed 
to  pro  rate  on  freight  from  Calera  to  Montgomery  or  on  business  from  Calera  to  Mont- 
gomery and  points  beyond  Montgomery  ? 

A.  Minimum  arbitrary  is  allowed  on  business  from  New  York  and  other  eastern  points 
to  Montgomery  proper  or  local  stations  south  of  Montgomery.  On  business  to  Mobile  the 
rates  are  pro  rated. 'On  business  to  New  Orleans  the  rates  are  pro  rated.  If  a  pro  rate  would 
allow  us  more  than  the  minimum  fixed,  then  the  rate  is  actually  pro  rated  to  Montgomery. 
I  do  not  think,  however,  there  are  any  rates  in  effect  from  the  East  which  pro  rated  to  Mont- 
gomery proper  would  allow  us  as  much  as  the  minimum  arbitrary.  This  arrangement  was 
made  on  account  of  the  short  haul,  Calera  to  Montgomery.  The  basis  of  this  minimum 
arbitrary  is  ten  cents,  first  class,  eight  cents  second  class,  etc. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  what  the  basis  of  the  minimum  arbitran 
is  to  or  from  Birmingham  about  which  you  have  above  testified  ? 

A.  On  the  business  from  the  East  dv  way  of  Birmingham  to  Montgomery  there  was. 
several  years  ago  and  arbitrary  of  fifteen  cents,  etc.,  and  unless  that  agreement  was  abroga- 
ted during  last  year  it  is  still  in  effect ;  at  all  event*  in  the  absence  of  any  information,  I 
would  agree  upon  these  arbitraries  now.  There  is  very  little  business  delivered  to  us  at 
Birmingham  from  the  Eeast  destined  to  Montgomery  or  beyond.  On  business  destined  to 
Birmingham  our  first  class  minimum  is  forty -five  cents  and  correspondingly  lower  on  other 
classes. 
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Q^.  On  freight  shipped  from  Birmingham  proper  as  through  freight,  say  pig  iron  or  any 
other  freight  from  Birmingham  itself,  does  this  arbitrary  or  local  or  pro  rate  enter,  and  if  so, 
please  state  about  the  basis  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  upon  which  it  docs  this  ? 

A.    Rates    from  Birmingham    depend  necessarilj'  upon  the  nature  of  the  business  and 
whence  destined.     On  business  from  Bimiinghafti  to  Mobile  &  Montgomery  local  station Sr 
ve  get  our  full  local  from  Birmingham   to  Montgomery  ;  to  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  it 
vould  depend  upon  competition  and  what  the  rates  were  by  other  lines.  If  pig  iron,  it  would 
depend  upon  what  sort  of  concessions  we  could  get  from  our  connections  going  to  certain 
territory  having  reference  to  certain  other  pig  iron  teriitory  ;  and  for  instance,  the  rate  from 
Chattanooga  to  Macon  may  be  three  dollars  per  ton  on  pig  iron,  the  rate  from  Montgomery 
U  Macon  may  be  two  dollars.     If  we  could  get  no  less  than  that  we  might  be  willing   to 
ixept  one  dollar  from  Birmingham  to  Montgomery.     Certain  other  conditions  might   ena- 
'.^  us  to  get  to  certain  territories  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.     Other  conditions  might 
kid  u<  to  take  fifty  cents  per  ton.     The  peculiar  relations  of  Birmingham  to  the   outside 
^orld  are  such  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  have  specifice  explainable  basis  for  making  rates. 
Thl«  is  owing  somewhat  to  our  desire  to  develop  the  coal  and  iron  business  at  that  point. 
Q^   Please  state  what  you  mean  by  the  word  arbitrary  as  used  in  your  testimony  ? 
A.    Any  figure  that  is  neither  local  nor  the  pro  rate  proportion  of  the  given  rate,  a«d  when 
harged  is  either  in  lieu  of  the  local  or  of  the  pro  rate  artd  it  is  almost  the   invariable  rule 
t>.at  this  arbitrary  is  much  less  than  the  local . 
C^   Do  you  give  through  freight  rates  to  and  from  all  the  stations  on  the  South  &  North 
AUbama  Rail   Road  other  than    Montgomery,   Wetumpka,  Calera  and  Birmingham   on 
Jvough  freight  ? 
A.    Yes  when  required. 

%,   Please  state  upon  what  basis  such  through  rate  is  made  ? 

A.  The  rates  to  local  stations  are  usually  based  on  'rates  from  competitive  points  to  the 
■i-are^t  competitive  point  plus  the  local  to  such  local  stations. 

C^  You  say  you  give  these  through  rates  to  these  stations  when  required,  how  is  it  when 

^::t  required  ?     And  what  is  the  difference  in  the  basis  of  the  rate  made  under  this,rule  when 

•quired,  and  the  basis  of  the  rate  when  not  required  ? 

A.    As  a  rule  the  amount  to  be  collected  at  a  local  station  will  be  the  same  in  either  case. 

THe  rates  between  competitive  points  may  change  so  frequently  as  to  render  it  not  advisa- 

Se  to  actually  issue  rates  from  competitive  points  to  local  stations.     Many  shipments   arc 

n'.adc  as  a  matter  of  choice  of  shippers  from  competitive  point  to  nearest  competitive  point 

to  local  station  instead  of  consigning  direct  to  local  station.     Banking   privileges  frequently 

^-'ntrol  this  matter. 

^  You  do  not  publish  these  through  freight  rates  last  enquired  about  we  believe,  and  if 

.^do  not,  please  state  the  reason  why  you  do  not  ? 

A.   These  rates  are  not  published  as  a  rule,  the  reason   why,  being  that  it  would  entail 

'■'>3  auch  labor  upon  the  general   freight  offices,   there  being  thousands  of  different  local 

"'■itions ;  generally  the  shipper  knows  the  rate  to  the  nearest  competitive  point,  and   is 

mrt  that  he  must  pay  local  from  that  point.     New  York  agents  for  instance,  ask  me  for 

*' rates  from  Montgomery  to  various  local  stations;  the  shipper  comes  to  the  office  and  asks 

'or rates  to  the  local  station.  The  agent  takes  the  current  rates  to  Montgomery  adds  our  local 

^0  it  and  quotes  the  total  to  shipper.  It  is  in  that  way  that  most  through  rates  are  quotedlo  a 

''^l  Citation  beyond  a  competitive  point,  from  a  competitive  point,  when  required  by  shipper. 

Special  commodities  sometimes  require  a  full  line  of  rates  to  local  stations  ;  fertilizers,  for 

instance.    We  have  issued  a  line  of  rates  if  I  remember  correctly,  to  something  like  eleven 

hundred  different  points  from  gulf  ports. 

Qc  In  the  cases  mentioned  in  your  last  interrogatory,  doeis  your  company  receive  any 
pro  rate  of  the  through  freight  in  addition  to  its  local  ? 

A.  That  would  depend  upon  where  we  received  the  freight,  where  it  was  going  to.  If  re- 
ceived at  Calera  and  destined  to  Greenville,  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  would 
ettehr  receive  a  pro  rate  or  an  arbitrary  to  Montgomery.    The  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail 
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Road  would  then  receive  its  local.  If  delivered  at  Louisville  the  usual  proportion  from  Loui^-  • 
ville  to  Montgomery  would  be  taken  up  and  the  local  charged  from  Mdntgomery  to  Greenville 
If  delivered  at  Montgomery  by  the  Western  or  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Rail  Road,  and  the 
rate  was  based  on  Montgomery,  of  courseAve  would  receive  only  a  local  Montgomery  to 
Greenville.  If  delivered  to  us  by  the  Selma  Division  at  Montgomery,  the  Louisville  &  Nash 
ville  Rail  Road  would  receive  its  proportion  of  a  pro  rate  over  the  Selma  Division  in  addi- 
tion to  the  local  from  Montgomery  to  Greenville, 

Q^  Please  state  what  your  cotton  rates  are  to  New  York  from  Montgomery,  Wetumpka. 
Calera,  Birmingham  and  Decatur,  respectively  ? 

A.  The  rate  from  Montgomery  to  New  York  is  seventy -five  cents.  There  is  no  rate  in 
effect  from  Wetumpka,  the  rate  would  naturally  be  ninety  cents,  because  the  rate  from 
Wetumpka  to  Montgomery  is  fifteen  cents,  which  added  to  the  Montgomery  rate  would 
make  it  ninety  cents.  We  have  no  rate  in  effect  from  Calera  16  New  York,  that  rale  would 
be  mifdc  by  agreement  with  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Koad.  The  rate  from  Binn- 
ingham  is  one  dollar  and  nine  cents  per  hundred  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  From  I^cca- 
tur  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  making  of  the  rate  to  New    York,  and  don't  know  what 

it  IS. 

Qj     What  is  your  cotton  rate  to  New  York  from  Mobile  ? 

A.     The  rate  is  sixty -two  or  sixty- three  ceiits  to  New  York. 

Qj  Please  explain  why  this  difference  of  rates  exists  in  favor  of  Mobile  and  Montgom 
ery  as  compared  with  the  other  points  we  have  named  ? 

A.  Owing  to  ocean  transportation  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  maintain  a  higher  rate 
than  is  now  in  effect  from  Mobile.  Owing  to  current  rates  from  Atlanta  and  similar  points 
to  eastern  points,  it  would  be  unjust  to  Montgomery  to  maintain  a  hfgher  rate  than  is  no^^ 
in  force  from  Montgomery.  The  rates'from  Birmingham  are  made  what  they  are  bccauj^' 
it  is  believed  the  traffic  will  bear  it. 

Q^  Suppose  you  were  to  cut  loose  from  the  present  Montgomery  cotton  rate,  leaving  it 
no  longer  a  matter  of  agreement  as  fixed  by  the  convention  of  freight  agents  of  the  South- 
ern Railway  &  Steamship  Association  and  assented  to  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail 
Road  Company,  is  it,  or  not  true  that  the  competition  of  the  Georgia  Rail  Road  system  anJ 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  system  would  force  cotton  rates  at  a  point  like  Mont- 
gomery lower  than  at  Wetumpka,  Calera  or  Birmingham  ? 

A.  In  the  nature  of  things  absence  of  agreements  leads  to  demoralization  in  rates  whcro 
there  are  competing  lines.  The  relative  differences  between  Montgomery  and  WetumpU 
in  such  case  would  not  necessarily  be  changed.  A  marked  reduction  in  the  rate  from  Mont- 
gomery would  ultimately  have  its  legitimate  effect  upon  rates  from  Birmingham,  and  *hc 
relative  differences  would  finally  be  as  now. 

Q.     What  is  your  cotton  rate  from  Greenville  to  New  York  } 

A.     The  local  to  Montgomery  plus  the  rate  from  Montgomery  to  New  York. 

MOBILE  AND  MONTGOMERY  RAILWAY.  , 

Qi  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Companv 
to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  the 
receipts  of  the  local  passenger  service  on  said  road  increased  in  said  year  over  the  previou* 
year  $14,129  17  and  the  receipts  from  through  passenger  service  increased  $19,811  14  and 
the  receipts  from  local  freight  service  increased  $46,101  30  and  receipts  from  through  freight 
service  decreased  $41,689  34.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation 
the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are  respectively  attributable  ? 

A.  The  increase  in  the  local  passenger  earnings,*  I  am  compelled  to  say,  are  due  quite 
largely  to  the  reduction  in  rate  per  mile.  I  wi*h  to  state  that  I  differ  with  many,  even  our 
own  officials,  on  this  subject.  There  has  been,  however,  more  than  usual  travel  over  the 
road  by  parties  looking  after  lands  with  a  view  to  locating.  &c.,  on  the  line  of  the  road. 
But  I  still  think  a  greater  part  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  reduction  of  the  rate  per  mile.    I 
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do  not  know  exactly  how  the  through  earnings  are  made  up;  whether  they  include  passage 
from  Mobile  to  Montgomery  or  not.     If  they  do,  I  think  the  lower  rate  per  mile  comes  in 
again  as  an  important  factor,  otherwise  I  am  unable  to  account  for  the  increase.     I   say  this 
because  my  information  does  not  indicate  that  the  travel  from  New  Orleans  and   Mobile  to 
the  Eastern  points  was  hardly  equal  last  year  to  the  previous  year.    The  cause  of  the  increase  in 
local  freight  earnings  can  hardly  be  told.     There  has  been  a  general  good  feeling  existing 
oa  the  line  of  the  road  for  the  past  year,  and  although  there  was  comparatively  a  short  crop 
« cotton,  the  business  tone  has  been  a  healthy  one.     There  has   been   a   large  quantity  of 
ober  rtoved  on  the  line  of  the  road  in  both  directions,  and  there  was  a  large  movement  of 
t'tfht  from  the  line  of  the  road  to  Pensacola,  gro^'ing  out  of  the  construction  of  the  Pen- 
cola  &  Atlantic  Rail  Road.     Piles,  &c.,  were  used  in  quite  large  quantities.     The  decrease 
T  through  business,  I  think,  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  less  grain  and  Western  produce  have 
3ftn  hauled  in  both  directions.     In  1880  and  1881  the  movement  of  grain   to  Montgomery 
ns  much  greater  than  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Qj  Please  state,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  how  the  business  pros- 
t'tti^ofsaid  rail  road  for  this  season  compare  with  last  season,  and  state  briefly,  but  substan- 
Ullv,  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  statement.^ 

A.  If  the  proper  course  is  pursued  by  the  people  of  the  State,  I  think  the  outlook  for 
ine  people  at  large  is  better  than  it  has  been  since  I  have  been  in  the  South,  which  is  nine 
'tarv.  What  the  year  may  develop  for  railroads  is  a  very  mixed  question.  I  think  the  peo- 
P- have  made  a  good  crop  of  cotton,  which  is  cash,  and  have  raised  plenty  of  corn,  and 
t^mthing  of  that  sort  to  eat,  which  puts  them  on  a  very  solid  basis.  Our  infoi*mation  seems 
•indicate  that  we  will  have  less  Western  produce  to  haul  into  the  State  of  Alabama  during 
If  next  year  than  we  have  had  even  during  the  last  year;  that,  of  course,  will  tend  to  reduce 
*"<  earnings  of  the  railroads,  but  whether  there  will  not  be  other  freights  which  will  pay  us 
*>i:errate  of  freight  than  those  products  brought  into  the  State,  is  a  question  that  can 
^'^}  be  settled  by  the  result.  The  earnings  to  rail  roads  from  local  developments  will  un- 
i^-'^tedly  be  more  during  the  coming  year  than  they  were  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 
%,  Is  the  basis  of  making  through  rates  from  competitive  points  to  local  stations  Jhe 
*ne  on  this  railroad  that  they  are  on  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  about  which 
.'"-have  testified.? 
A.    Under  the  same  conditions  they  are  exactly  the  same. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  MOBILE  AND  TEXAS  RAIL  ROAD. 

^•^  It  appears  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail  Road 
'-'Hipanv  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882, 
'-v.there  was  an.  increase  in  the  local  passenger  earnings  of  said  rail  road  as  compared  with 
•^previous  year  of  $42,433.81,  and  an  increase  on  local  freight  over  the  previous  year  of 
•'**^>.3j,  and  an  increase  in  through  passenger  receipts  over  the  previous  year  of  $16,107.66, 
-r^ii  in  increase  in  through  freight  receipts  over  the  previous  year  of  $3,080,95,  and  an 
i".rw?e  in  receipts  from  the  mail  service  over  the  previous  j'ear  of  $2,979.68,  and  a  decrease 
i'l  niRcellaneous  earnings  as  cor»pared  with  the  previous  year  of  $11,829  05.  Please  state 
"  'nebest  of  your  knowledge  and  observation  the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are 
•i'*nbutable,  separately  } 

A.  Increase  in  the  local  passenger  business,  I  believe,  has  been  caused  by  a  lot  of  suc- 
tt>vfi]l  (=>xcursions  irom  New  Orleans.  The  increase  in  local  freight,  I  can  only  account  for 
'r-  this  way,  that  the  general  business  of  the  line  has  been  good,  and  it  has  gradually  grown 
Without  any  special  assignable  cause.  It  is  barely  possible  that  the  revenue  has  been  in- 
f^ased  because  of  absence  of  steamboats  in  competition  with  us,  although  there  has  been  no 
cnange  in  rates  except,  possibly,  to  reduce  in  a  few  instances.  The  increase  in  through 
passenger  earnings  I  cannot  explain  unless  the  business  to  New  Orleans,  to  Mobile  proper, 
and  vice  versa  is  included,  and  as  in  all  my  other  answers,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  three  cents 
rate  per  mile  had  the  eflfect  to  increase  travel  between   New  Orleans  and  Mobile  proper,  I 
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.am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  the  through  passenger  business  by  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Company 
has  increased  also  as  cornpared  with  other  years.  The  .tlirough  freight  earnings  were  un- 
doubtedly increased  by  our  increased  movement  from  New  Orleans  pioper,  over  the  year 
1S80  and  1881.  The  increase  was  quite  marked.  I  know  nothing  of  the  mailsesvice.  The 
miscllaneous  item  1  cannot  fully  explain.  My  ii}foraiation  is  that  under  the  old  administra- 
tion of  the  New  Orleans  &  Mobile  Rail  Road,  and  for  a  time  under  the  present  adminihtra- 
tion  considerable  earnings  grew  out  of  goods  taken  on  passenger  trains  and  other  than  regu- 
lar passenger  trains.  Under  the  present  administration  the  rates  of  freight  have  been  reduced 
to  all  local  stations  on  the  New  Orleans  &  Mobile  Rail  Road  as  well  as  between  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile.  I  assume  that  all  tfte  trafBc,  or  the  major  part  of  it,  has  taken  its  le- 
gitimate channel  by  freight  trains. 

Q^  Was  there  any  tonnage  account  kept  of  freight  transported  over  this  rail  roaddurinfj 
the  years  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  Tune  30th,  ISSH.  If  so,  what  does  it  show  as  to  the 
amount  of  freight  transported  in  each  of  these  years? 

A.  Such  an  account  was  kept  but  I  have  the  figures  only  for  1881  and  1882.  I  will  get 
the  figures  for  1880  and  1881.  I  will  make  the  statement  cover  separately  each  of  tht 
divisions  of  the  rail  roads  controlled  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  in 
the  State  o{  Alabama.     Will  furnish  it  as  part  of  my  deposition,  marked  exhibit  B. 

Q^  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  in  such  matters,  how  the 
business  prospects  of  this  rail  road  for  this  season  compare  with  last  season,  and  thegronnd^ 
upon  which  you  predicate  this  statement.^ 

A.  I  see  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  material  change  in  the  business  of  the  New  Orletn* 
&  Mobile  Rail  Road  Company.  There  will  be,  I  believe,  a  gradual  growth  without  anv 
special  cause.  We  hope  to  make  the  through  business  of  the  line  better  than  last  year  h\ 
securing  a  larger  proportion  of  it. 

Q^     What  is  your  cotton  rate  to  New  York  from  New  Orleans.^ 

A.  We  haul  little  or  no  cotton  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York  proper.  We  are  not 
competing  specially  for  this  business.  The  rate  to  Boston,  and  Boston  points,  is  sixty  cenu 
net,  compressed  cotton.  If  the  cotton  were  offered  to  us  uncompressed  we  would  probable 
charge  seventy -two  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Q^     Will  you  please  state  about  what  percentage  of  the  cotton  shipped  from  Mobile  to 

New  York  and  from  Montgomery  to  New  York  respectively  is  hauled  over  the  Louisville 

&  Nashville  Rail  Road  and  its  system  of  roads? 

A.    There  is  very  little  cotton  going  from  either  point  to  New  York.     From   MobiiV. 

what  little  there  is  going,  we  assume  that  we  get  about  all   of   it.     The  New   York  proper 

cotton,  I  think,  is  more  likely  to  go  by  New  Orleans  than  by  Montgomery  from  Mobile.   I 

have  no  means  of  determining  what  proportion  of  the  cotton  to  New   York,  proper,  from 

Montgomery  goes  via.,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  route.     These  figures,  however,  can  be  had 

if  desired. 

Qj  Will  you  please  furnish  us  a  statement  of  the  figures  you  have  last  referred  to  as  part 
of  your  deposition  marked  exhibit  C,  at  as  early  a  day  as  you  conveniently  can? 

A.  lean  very  quickly  furnish  the  figures  so  far  as  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rai' 
Road  is  concerned,  and  haven't  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  other  roads  will  give  me  their 
figures  when  called  upon  and  as  requested.     I  will  try  to  get  them  for  the  last  two  years. 

SELMA    DIVISION   OP  THE    WESTERN    RAIL    ROAD. 

Qj  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  the  Selma  Division  of  the  Western  Rail  Road 
of  Alabama  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  ISSt 
that  the  local  passenger  receipts  of  said  rail  road  decreased  for  said  last  named  year,  as  com* 
pared  Mrith  the  previous  year,  $3,467.86,  and  the  through  passenger  receipts  increased  $384.43 
and  the  local  freight  receipts  decreasd  $1,430.96,  and  the  through  freight  receipts  decreased 
$296.34.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation  the  causes  to  which 
each  of  these  results  are  attributable. 
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A.    I  don't  know  of  any  special   reason  why  the  through  passenger  receipts  should  have 
increased.    It   is  possible  that  the  decrease  in  the  local  passenger  earnings,  and  local  and 
through  freight  earnings  was  caused  by  a  comparatively  short  crop  of  cotton.     There  seems 
to  have  been  a  depression  more  appreciable,  perhaps,  on  that  road  than  on  any  other  divis- 
ion of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  system  in  Alabama.     So  far  as  the  reduction  of  the  rate 
from  five  to  four  cents  passage,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  resulted  in  any  increase  of  travel 
or  not.    If  it  did  not,  why,  then  a  portion  of  the   loss   in  that  respect  can  be  accounted  for 
br  that  reduction.     It  is  more  than  likely,  however,  that  most  of  it  is  attributable  to  the  de- 
pn!$»ion  of  affairs  on  the  line. 
H-    What  is  the  through  rate  on  cotton  to  New  York,  from  Selma  ? 
A.    Same  as  from  Montgomery,  seventy -five  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds. 
Q^.    Is  there  any  agreement,  arrangement  or  understanding  between  the   Louisville  & 
Ni>hville  Rail  Road   Company,  and  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  ^  Georgia  Rail   Road 
Company,  or  any  of  their  agents  so  far  as  you  know,  that   there  shall  be  any   lack  of  com- 
p«tition  over  the  said  Selma  Division,  with  what  was  formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome 
J^Dalton  Rail  Road,  either  in  freight  or  passenger  service  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  combination  or  -agreement  preventing  legitimate  competition.  It  all 
ranges  upori  the  meaning  you  wish  to  put  upon  the  word  competition.  So  far  as  freights 
«re  concerned,  it  is  simply  understood  that  all  rates  agreed  upon  shall  be  maintained. 
1  as&ume  this  same  arrangement  is  made  between  the  passenger  departments.  Each  com- 
panv  is  then  at  liberty  to  secure  all  the  business  it  can. 
C^.  Are  the  freight  and  passenger  schedules  over  the  Selma  Division  of  the  Western 
Rail  Road,  so  arranged  with  the  connecting  lines  at  Montgomery,  as  to  make  it  a  competing 
-aeon  equal  terms  for  passengers  and  freight,  so  far  as  its  locality  will  admit  of,  with  what 
*i^  formerly  known  as  the  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Rail  Road  ? 

A.  I  think  so.  At  all  events  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  any  complaint  made  by 
-vof  our  connections  regarding  freight;  so  far  as  passengers  are  concerned,  the  one  train 
'j*t  comes  in  here  makes  close  connection  with  our  own  South  &  North  trains  and  Mobile 
^Montgomery  trains  and  I  believe  makes  good  connection  as  can  be  made  reasonably  with 
t:»e  Western  Rail  Road  trains,  to  Atlanta.  So  far  as  freights  are  concerned,  the  businesa 
!rom  Selma  to  most  all  Georgia  points  go  over  the  Selma  Division,  whatever  it  may  amount 
A  but  it  amounts  to  but  very  little.  The  route  to  New  York  by  the  Selma  Division,  we 
think  and  say  is  better  than  the  Norfolk  route.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  adjustment  that 
<^n  be  complained  of  on  account  of  connections. 

(^.    Do  you  give  through  rates  to  local  stations  on  this  road  adjusted   with  reference  to 
competitive  points,  in  the  same  manner  as  you  have  testified  is  done  on  the  South  &  North 
Alabama  Rail  Road  ? 
A.   Yes  sir.    The  rates  to  local  stations  oti   the   Selma  Division,  are  based  on  Selma  or 
Montgomery,  whichever  would  make  the  lowest  total. 
%   Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  predicated  upon  your 
^perience  in  such  mattem,  how  the  business  prospects  of  this  Rail  Road,  compare  this  sea- 
*<>Bwithlast  season,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  you  make  this  statement  ? 
A.    I  think  they  look  much  better  than  they  did  last  year,   more  cotton  raised  and  the 
'«lingis  more  hopeful  altogether  over  the  line. 

PENSACOLA    AND   SELMA    RAIL   ROAD   COMPANY. 

Q^>  It  appears  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road  Company  to 
^heRail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  the  local 
P^'^cnger  earnings  of  said  road  during  said  year  increased  over  the  previous  year  $2,155  44, 
^nd  the  local  freight  earnings  increased  $15,368  88,  and  the  through  freight  earnings 
decreased  $3,820  89.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation, 
the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are  attributable,  separately  ? 

18 
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A.  These  statistics  are  not  clear.  The  report  should  have  been  made  for  what  we  call 
the  upper  and  lower  divisions;  separately.  We  had  no  lower  division  during  the  greater 
parts  of  the  years  1880  and -1881.  While  we  did  have  a  lower  division,  I  think  during  all 
the  year  1881  and  1882.  I  would  rather  not  answer  this  question,  preferring  if  you  have 
no  objections,  to  ask  Mr.  Quarrier  to  report  the  two  divisions  separately  and  then  answer 
your  question  as  you  have  put  it  to  me. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  predicated  upon  your 
experience  in  such  matters,  how  the  business  prospects  of  said  rail  road  for  this  season  com- 
pare with  last  season,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  you  make  this  statement  ? 

A.  As  far  as  the  upper  division  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road  is  concerned,  1 
see  no  reason  why  the  earnings  will  not  be  increased.  The  same  condition  of  things  existini^ 
on  that  division,  as  on  the  Selma  Division.  The  lower  division  of  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail 
Road  will  be  injured  inits  revenue,  this  year  compared  with  last  year,  on  account  of  the  preva- 
lance  of  yellow  fever  at  Pensacola.  Both  departments,  freight  and  passenger,  will  suffer. 
So  far  as  the  business  other  than  that  of  Pensacola  is  concerned,  it  seems  to  me,  there  shouW 
be  some  increase.  There  is  a  territory  that  would  go  to  Repton  more  certainly,  if  it  werr 
not  for  yellow  fever,  that  may  now  go  to  the  Alabama  River,  just  what  the  result  will  be, 
therefore,  I  cannot  say.  I  would  like  to  add  right  here,  that  I  am  not  able,  to  say  just  what 
influence  yellow  fever  at  Pensacola  mav  have  on  the  business  along  the  line  of  the  Mobile 
&  Montgomery  Rail  Road.  The  port  of  Pensacola  has  been  an  important  one  for  severr.1 
years,  for  fertilizers  and  salt,  there  is  just  now  a  fear  and  reluctance  to  ship  to  that  port. 
although  advices  received  during  the  last  few  days  indicate  that  the  fertilizer  men  are  ««tiU 
hoping  to  do  this  business  through  the  port  of  Pensacola. 

C^.  Do  you  give  through  rates  to  local  stations  on  this  rail  road,  based  on  the  neart^t 
competitive  point  in  the  manner  you  have  testified  about  as  being  done  on  the  South  & 
North  Alabama  Rail  Road  } 

A.     We  do,  unless  we  want  to  make  some  special  rates  lower. 

GENERAL   QUESTIONS,    APPLICABLE   TO   EACH  OF  THE  RAIL  ROADS    IN    ALABAMA.   OPER- 
ATED   BY   THE    LOUISVILLE    AND   NASHVILLE    RAIL   ROAD   COMPANY. 

Q^.     Have  you  examined  and  considered   the  through  freight  rates  put  into  affect  by  t;,f 
Southern  Railway  &  Steamship  Association,  September   1st,  1883,  in  so  far  as  they  efftx* 
the  business  of  rail  roads  in   the  section  of  country   in  Alabama  through  which  the  Louis- 
ville &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  operates  its  several  lines  in  this  State  ? 

A.     I  have  examined  the  rates.  i 

Q^.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment  predicated  upon  \our 
experience  in  such  matters,  whether  said  rates  are  fair  and  equitable  in  their  application  to 
the  points  and  localities  they  embrace  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  if  in  your  opinion  tlie> 
are  unfair  and  inequitable  in  tlieir  application  to  any  of  these  points  and  localities.  Plea'^e 
state  the  names  of  such  points  and  localities  to  which  they  are  unfair  and  inequitable  in 
your  judgment,  and  the  particulars  in  which  they  arc  unfair  and  inequitable  to  each  ot*  said 
points. 

A.  The-e  rates  were  considered  by  the  rate  committee  in  New  York,  in  August,  and 
agreed  upon,  and  from  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  stand  point  in  the  main,  they  are  tairlv 
just.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  rates  from  the  East  to  Selma,  Montgomcrv,  Atlanta- 
Rome  and  Dalton  are  the  same.  This  seems  to  place  the  several  territories  fairly  in  com- 
petition with  each  ether.  I  will  say  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  rates  as  published  by  the 
General  Commissioner,  Mr.  Powers,  from  the  West  to  Montgomery,  are  not  now  beinsj 
and  for  a  long  time  have  not  necessarily  been  miintained  by  the  Louisville  Sc  Nashville 
Rail  Road.  Of  this  I  think,  the  Commissioner  has  long  been  aware.  There  has  been  no 
secret  however  as  to  our  rates  from  the  West  to  Montgomery  and  Selma.  The  rates  i- 
published  by  the  Commissioner  taking  effect  July  10th,  1882,  are  practically   the   rates  now 
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in  efiect  upon  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  to  Montgomerj  and  Selma.  I  assume 
without  actually  knowing  that  this  policjr  has  been  pursued,  because  of  the  inabillit/  of  rail 
roads,  to  maintain  rates  to  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  sufRcientl/  high  to  fdirly  protect  a  high 
rate  to  Montgomerj. 

(Xj    Please  stsrte  to  the  bsst  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  predicated  upon  jour 

experience  aj\d  information   in  such  matters  to  what  extent  if  any,  in  your  opinion  and 

belief  the  revenue  of  any  of  the  rail  roads  in  Alabama,  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Na«h- 

^Ue  Rail  Road  Company,  will  be  increased   or  diminished  by  the  operation  of  said  rates 

?!:t  into  effect  September  Ist,  1882,  as  compared  with  their  revenues  from  the  through  rates 

n  force  prior  to  that  time  ? 

A.  The  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  is  only  interested  in  Montgomery  business* 
Dur  proportion  of  the  rate  is  a  fixed  one,  and  until  they  are  very  greatly  increased  a  pro- 
rate will  never  equal  such  arbitrary,  therefore  that  revenue  is  not  increased  one  cent.  Our 
^Ima  Division  is  only  interested  in  Selma  business  and  local  points  beyond  Selma,  which 
.ncretse  of  revenue  would  be  simply  seven  and  three-tenth  per  cent  of  whatever  the  rate 
was  increased,  in  other  words  since  the  rate  was  increased  twenty -five  cents,  the  proportion 
■rf  the  Selma  Division  would  be  increased  eighteen  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds  on  what 
■nay  be  actually  moved  into  Selma  or  for  points  beyond  Selma.  We  have  no  other  roads 
.  .hit  will  be  affected  by  these  Eastern  rates. 

%    Dayou  haul  cotton  at  a  bale  rate,  or  according  to  actual  weight,  and   if  at  bale  rate, 
at  what  estimated  weight  per  bale  ? 

A.    To  most  points  we  charge  by  the  one  hundred  pounds,  from  local  stations  our  instruc- 
tions are  to  charge  by  the  hundred,  when  the  bale  exceeds  in  weight  five  hundred  pounds.     If 
t»  five  hundred  pounds  or  less,  we  charge  per  bale  as  for  five  hundred  pounds.     I  am  not 
^tnzm  that  these  instructions  are  always  carried  out.     By  the  last  clause,  I  mean  that  I  am 
r.ot  certain  this  excess  over  five  hundred  pounds  is  collected  on. 
Q^.    How  in  your  opinion  would  a  regulation   or  enactment  requiring  Rail  Road  Com- 
panies to  haul  cotton  at  actual   weight,  affect  the  business  of  such  companies,  would  it  add 
■\  or  increase  their  revenue  from  this  business,  and   how  would  it  affect  them  generallv  in 
til  branch  of  their  business  ? 
A.    I  think  the  rule  intended  to  be  carried  out  on  the  Louisville  &   Nashville  Rail  Road . 
T>tcmis  probably  as  good  and  free  from  objection  as  any  that  can  be  devised.     If  the  rate 
wa^  made  on  actual  weight,  the  difference  in  scales  at  point  of  shipment  and  point  of  deliv- 
ery, would  entail  an  untold  number  of  ten  cent  overcharge  claims,  and  claims  of  this  char- 
acter are  made  daily,  charging  for  less  than  five  hundred  pounds,  as  for  five  hundred  pounds 
■bviatcs  all  this  class  of  difficulties  between  transportation  lines  and  shippers  of  cotton. 
Among  otlier  objections  to  shipping  cotton  at  actual  weight,  is  the  necessity  of  having  an 
»2fnt  at  every  point  where  cotton  might  be  received  for  shipment.     Cotton  might  be  received 
**t,  andishipped  at  actual  weight,  and  on  arrival  at  destination,  may  have  lost  in  weight  on 
*count  of  drying  out. 

^    Do  you  run  freii^ht  trains  on  Sunday  over  the  rail  roads  in  Alabama  operated  by  the 
^uisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Companv  ? 
A.    We  do. 

^  What,  in  your  opinion  as  a  man  experienced  in  the  business  of  rail  roads,  would  be 
the  effect  of  a  legislative  restriction  against  mnning  freight  trains  on  these  rail  roads  on  Sun- 
^^y«,  and  how  would  it  affect  the  business  of  the  rail  roads,  and  how  would  it  affect  the  pub- 
'ic  in  their  business,  as  served  by  these  rail  roads  ? 

A.  From  a  rail  road  standpoint,  I  would  say  the  effect  would  be  bad.  I  would  say  this, 
even  were  it  made  effective  all  over  the  United  States.  There  are  a  great  many  views  to  be 
^ken  of  this  question.  If  this  entire  country  were  no  greater  than  the  State  of  Alabama,  for 
^he  present,  at  least,  all  trains  might  be  suspended  on  Sunday,  but  considering  the  extent  and 
variety  of  interests  which  would  be  affected  by  the  failure  to  deliver  freights  at  a  given  time, 
*»y  Monday  morning,  I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  Sunday  transportation  has  become  a 
necessity.  To  illustrate:  freight  of  an  important  character  might  be  received  from  New  York 
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and  Cincinnati  Sunday  night,  and  be  ready  for  general  distribution  in  the  State  of  Georgia 
Monday  morning.  A  like  shipment  of  freight  by  the  same  route,  generally  destined  to  St. 
Louis,  would  not  be  delivered  before  Tuesday  morning,  thereby,  to  a  certain  extent,  at  all 
events,  depriving  St.  Louis  of  entering  the  market  competitive  with  Cincinnati  at  tlie  same 
time.  This  may  be  a  little  fine  drawn,  but  the  principle  is  found  in  it.  I  cannot  believe  the 
suspension  of  freight  trains  on  Sunday  would  be  advisable, 

Q^.     In  your  experience  in  the  practical  business  of  railroads,  operated  by  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  Railroad  Company  in  Alabama,  are  thefe  any  rules  and  regulations  reconi  - 
mended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  and  adopted  by  the  said  company,  which 
have  practically  operated  opressively,  unjustly  or  injuriously  to  the  business  of  said  compan _^' 
or  any  of  said  rail  roads  ?    if  so,  please  specify  every  such  rule  or  regulation,  and  how,  in 
your  judgment,  the  same  could  be  best  corrected  and  remedied  ? 

A.  Speaking  from  a  freight  standpoint,  I  do  not  know  of  any  objection  to  any  rule  ti\at 
has  been  suggested  by  the  Commission;  on  the  contrary,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  management 
has  cheerfully  adopted  them.  I  am  not  sufficiently  advised  as  to  the  other  departments  to 
answer  the  questions. 

Q^.  In  your  experience  and  observation  in  the  practical  business  and  operation  of  rail 
roads  in  this  State,  are  there  any  changes  which  you  believe  could  be  made  in  the  existing 
rail  road  laws  of  Alabama  by  way  of  amendments,  or  original  legislation,  which,  if  mad* 
would  in  your  opinion  tend  to  promote  the  safety,  convenience  and  accommodation  of  the 
public,  or  which  would  tend  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  business  of  rail  roads  in  thi^ 
State;  if  so,  please  state  any  such  changes  that  you  think  could  be  made  by  further  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject  ?f 

A.  The  question  is  a  very  delicate  one  to  answer.  It  is  said  that  people  may  be  gov- 
erned too  much,  and  I  don't  know  if  that  tsn*t  true  of  rail  roads.  I  believe  in  reasonable  police 
regulations,  and  anything  that  tends  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  public,  I  think 
existing  laws  are  probably  sufficient  to  cover  the  necessities  of  the  case  in  Alabama. 

Q^.     In  the  freight  tailfF  adopted  by  your  company  between  Montgomery  and  Wctumpka 
do  you  not  assess  charges  as  if  Wetumpka  was  located  at  the  same  distance  on  your  main 
line  from  Montgomery,  and  is  not  this  plan  followed  on  business  from  all  stations  to  We 
tumpka  ? 

A.     I  believe  that  is  the  rule  from  Montgomery  to  Wetumpka.     j  am  not  so  certain  about 
other  local  stations  on  the  South  &  North  Rail  Road  to  Wetumpka.    There  is,  however, 
very  little  interchange  of  traffic  between  Wetumpka  and  local  stations  on  the  South  &  North 
Rail  Road. 

THEO.  WELCH, 
G.  F.  A. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Theodore 
Welch,  Esq.,  on  this  28th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1882.  N 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 
Pres't.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 
JAMES  CROOK, 

CHAS.  P.  BALL, 
Associate  Commissioners. 
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ADDITIONAL  TESTIMONY  OF  THEO.  WELCH,  ESC^y  GENERAL  FREIGHT 
AGENT,  LOUISVILLE  &  NASHVILLE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  Oct.  22,  1882. 

Hqh.  W,  L,,  Bragg, 

F^ resident  Alabama  Rail  Road  Commissiou. 

m 

Montgomery,  Alabama. 
Dear  Sir: 

earnings  and  operating  expenses  pensacola  and  sblma  railroad. 

For  1881  the  Upper  Division  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Road:  Earnings;  $47,549.85;  op- 
erating expenses,  $49,708.00. 

The  Lower  Division  was  not  operated  until  July,  1881.  The  earnings  for  the  year  1881-2 
were  not  kept  separate  for  the  two  divisions.  I  believe  you  already  have  the  figures  for 
18812.     They  are  as  follows:  Earnings,  $60,198.01;  operating  expenses,  $88,941.85. 

This  letter  you  will  please  to  file  as  further  answer  to  question  No.  61  in  my  testimony  be- 
fore you  on  the  28th  ultimo. 

Yours  truly, 

.       THEO.  WELCH, 

G.  F.  A. 


In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Alabama  Great  ")  Before  the  Rail  Road  Corn- 
Southern  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending  J«  mission  of  Alabama, 
June  30th,  1882.                                                                       J  Oct.  3d,  1882. 

John  Scott,  General  Manager  of  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road,  a  witness,  being 
first  duly  sworn,  in  answer  to  the  questions  hereinafter  propounded  by  said  Commis- 
sion, testified  as  follows,  to  wit.: 
Q^    Where  do  you  reside  ? 
A.    Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

(^    What  oiiice,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Alabama 
Great  Southern  Rail  Road  Company  ? 
A.    General  Manager. 

(^.    About  how  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? 
A.    First  of  August,  1880. 

(^   It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  of  said  company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  the  local  passenger  earnings  of  said  com- 
pany, for  said  year,  increased  over  the  previous  year  $10,248.43,  and  that  the  through  pas-  . 
sersger  earnings  increased  $8,037.31,  and  that  the  local  and  through  freight  increased  $83,- 
^^.    Will  you  please  state,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  the  causes  to 
•bich  each  of  these  results  are  attributable  ? 
A.    To  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  belief,  the  increase  of  the  local  earnings  of  the  Ala- 
^a  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  is  attributable,,  first,  to  the  reduction  in  rates;  second,  to 
-<  growing  prosperity  of  the  territory  which  is  traversed  by  that  road.     The  increase  in  the 
trough  passenger  receipts  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  attributable  to  the  same  causes  as  the  in- 
crease in  the  local  receipts,  a  further  cause  being  the  fact  that  by  the  acquisition  of  other 
roads  more  travel  has  been  diverted  over  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Division.    The  in- 
crease in  local  freight  receipts  I  consider  to  be  attributable  to  the  growing  prosperity  of  the 
«ii$tnct  of  country  traversed  by  the  road,  and  as  showing  success  attending  the  management 
'rfthe  tompany  in  developing  the  mineral  resources  of  Alabama.  The  increase  in  the  through 
•weight  traffic  I  consider  attributable  in  like  manner  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  section 
01  country  traversed  by  the  road,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  by  the  acquisition  of  other  roads 
Slight  could  be  properly  controlled  and  diverted  over  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Divi- 
^^n.    In  connection  with  this  I  would  say,  that  in  my  opinion  the  reduction  of  passenger 
^  was  a  very  wise  proceeding,  and  I  would  like  to  put  on  record  that  voluntarily,  and 
"itJiout  any  outside  pressure,  I  reduced  the  local  passenger  rate  on  the  Alabama  Great 
^•uthern  from  5  to  4  cents  on  and  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1881. 

Qc  It  appears  from  said  annual  returns  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  of  said  com- 
pany, that  the  local  passenger  earnings  and  the  through  passenger  earnings  of  said  company, 
for  said  year,  were  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other,  but  that  the  local  and  through 
freight  earnings  of  said  company  during  said  year  were  not  kept  separate  and  distinct  from 
ttch  other;  or,  at  least,  in  said  returns  the  local  and  through  freight  earnings  appear  not  to 
^vc  been  kept  separate  from  each  other.  Will  you  please  explain  ho'#  it  was  that  the  local 
and  through  freight  earnings  were  not  kept  separate  from  each  other  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  local  and  through  passenger  earnings  ? 

^'  The  matter  of  keeping  the  local  and  through  freight  earnings  separate  and  distinct 
<>ne  from  the  other,  is  a  question  of  statistics,  and  since  the  extension  of  the  rail  road  system 
my  accounting  department  has  been  very  severely  pressed,  and  I  have  as  yet  been  unable  to 
organize  my  statistical  department  in  the  complete  manner  which  I  intend  it  shall  obtain, 
and  at  an  early  date.     I  have  introduced  a  new  series  of  forms  and  provided  additional  staff, 
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and  such  information  is  now  being  carefully  compiled,  dating  from  the  Ist  of  July  of  this 
year.  I  confidently  anticipate  that  in  the  future  I  shall  be  able  to  give  in  detail,  not  only  the 
amount  of  freight  and  tonnage  of  the  through  business  as  separate  from  the  local  business ^ 
but  that  I  shall  also  be  able  to  show  the  exact  description  of  merchandise  carried  by  each 
class  of  traffic. 

Q^  Was  any  freight  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road 
during  each  of  the  years,  respectively,  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  June  30th,  1882  ? 

A.     Yes;  in  gross. 

Qi  Please  state,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  if  you  remember,  about  how  in  amount 
the  freight  tonnage  transported  over  this  rail  road  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882^ 
compared  "with  the  previous  year  ? 

A.  For  the  six  months  ending  30th  June,  1882,  as  compared  with  the  six  months  endinj; 
30th  June,  1881,  there  was  in  gross  an  increase  of  119,9i7,840  pounds  of  freight  in  excess 
transported  in  the  six  months  of  1882  as  Compared  with  the  corresponding  six  months  of 
1881.  As  to  the  other  six  months  of  the  year  named  I  have  no  comparative  statement  pre- 
pared, 

Q^  What  is  the  through  cotton  rate  to  New  York  from  Meridian,  Miss.,  on  cotton 
shipped  over  this  road  ? 

A.     Seventy -five  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Q^    What  is  the  cotton  rate  to  New  York  from  Birmingham,  Alabama. 

A.     One  dollar  and  twelve  cents. 

Q^  Please  state  upon  what  basis  this  through  cotton  rate  is  made  frcmi  Birmingham  to 
New  York  ? 

A.  The  rate  was  made  by  agreement  with  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  on  the  basis  of  the 
local  rate  from  Birmingham  to  Nashville  and  the  through  rate  from  Nashville  to  New 
York  ? 

Q^  What  is  the  through  rate  from  Nashville  to  New  York,  and  what  is  the  local  rate 
from  Birmingham  to  Nashville  ? 

A.     The  local  from  Birmingham  to  Nashville  is  46  cents,  and  the  rate  from  Nashville  to 
New  York,  67  cents. 
.    Qj    What  is  the  through  cotton  rate  from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  New  York  ? 

A.     Seventy -five  cents. 

Q^    Do  you  give  through  cotton  rates  to  New  York  from  each  of  the  local  stations  alon§ 
this  road  ?  • 

A.     Yes. 

Q^    Please  state  on  what  basis  they  are  made  from  these  local  stations  ? 

A.  From  stations  on  the  line  of  road  south  of  Birmingham  a  local  rate  is  added  to  the 
through  rate  from  Birmingham,  making  up  the  total  rate,  and  from  stations  north  of  Bir- 
mingham the  local  rate  to  Chattanooga  is  added  to  the  through  rate  from  Chattanooga,  thus 
making  up  the  total  rate. 

Q^  Are  these  through  cotton  rates  from  these  local  stations  to  New  York  printed  in  your 
tarifis  or  are  they  in  manuscript  tariffs,  not  printed,  or  are  they  neitlicr  printed  nor  written, 
but  simply  given  on  request  of  the  shipper  ? 

A.  The  through  cotton  rates  from  local  stations  to  New  York  are  not  included  in  the 
printed  tariff  of  rates.  They  are  being  prepared  in  manuscript,  and  will,  in  a  few  days  be 
issued  to  agents  and  posted  at  stations,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  of  the  Railway  Commis- 
sion, and  in  additioif  thereto  copies  thereof  will  be  mailed  to  every  shipper  whose  address  ve 
have  at  the  head  office  in  Chattanooga. 

Qi  Do  you  quote  through  rates  on  cotton  over  this  road  from  Meridian  to  Cincinnati  or 
Birmingham  to  Cincinnati  ? 

A.     From  both. 

Q;  What  are  the  last  named  through  cotton  rates  from  Meridian  to  Cincinnati,  and  from 
Birmingham  to  Cincinnati  ? 

A.    The  rate  from  Birmingham  to  Cincinnati  is  fifty-five  cents  and  the  proposed  rate  from 
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kCeridian  to  Cincinnati,  but  which  hasnot  yet  been  actually  put  in  operation  will  be  fifty -five 
»nts. 

Q.     Do  you  give  through  cotton  rates  from  each  of  the  local  stations  on  this  road  to  Cin- 
cinnati ? 
A.     Yes. 

Q^    On  what  basis  are  these  last  named  through  rates  made  ? 
A.     On  the  same  basis  as  those  to  New  York. 

(^  Are  these  last  named  through  rates  published  in  printed  tariffs  or  are  they  in  manu- 
<npty  or  are  they  neither  written  nor  printed  but  given  at  the  request  of  the  shipper  ? 

A.  These  rates  are  being  prepared  in  pianuscript  form  and  in  a  few  days  they  will  be 
a><ued  to  all  agents  and  posted  at  all  the  stations  in  accordance  with  rules  of  the  Rail  Road 
Commission,  and  in  addition  thereof,  copies  thereto  will  be  mailed  to  the  shippers  whose 
aAiressea  we  have  at  the  head  office  in  Chattanooga. 

(^  Do  you  give  through  freight  rates  from  the  local  stations  on  this  road  on  general 
fn:ight  to  New  York  and  Cincinnati  ? 

A.  Our  agents  have  copies  in  manuscript  of  rates  operating  from  eastern  cities  including 
New  York,  which  are  the  same  rates  as  those  quoted  from  New  York,  and  we  do  give 
through  rates  from  each  of  these  local  stations. 

Q.    Are  the  last  two  named  through  rates  to  local  stations  made  on  the  same  basis  of 
through  rates  with  locals  attached  from  the  same  points  as  mentioned  by  you  in  making  the 
oKis  of  your  through  cotton  rate  ? 
A.    Yes. 

(^    The  funded  debt  of  this  company  is  returned  at  $1,750,000,  of  first  mortgage  six  per 
>eiit  bonds.     When  were  these  bonds  issued  ? 
A.     I  believe  in  1877. 

q.  The  capital  stock  of  this  company  is  returned  at  $9,580,000  in  the  returns  for  the  year 
erding  June  30th,  1882.  What  amount  of  this  stock,  if  ^ny,  was  issued  during  said  year 
cading  June  30th,  1882  ? 

A.  I  believe  none,  but  I  would  desire  to  state  that  this  part  of  the  company's  business 
i^  managed  in  London  anjj  thit  I  have  no  actual  cognizance  thereof,  my  duties  being  confined 
j^  the  management  of  the  physical  features  of  the  road. 

CI:  You  then  know  nothing  about  this  preferred  stock  of  $783,000  or  when  it  was  issued 
or  what  it  was  issued  for  ? 
A.  I  know  that  my  company  have  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  the  reconstruction 
M  the  road,  and  that  such  sums  being  largely  in  excess  of  the  amounts  required  to  pay  the 
rterest  on  the  mortgage  (one  million  and  three  quarter  dollars)  and  being  also  largely  in 
?ictj.s  of  the  net  profit  over  the  working  expenses  of  the  road  funds  have  had  to  be  provided  * 
I'tm  London  to  meet  such  expenditures. 

(H,    Does  the  amount  of  $1,750,000  six  per  cent  bonds  represent  all  the  funded  debt  on 
^hkh  this  company  has  to  pay  annual  interest  ? 
A    No.     The  A  preferred  stock  alsg  bears  six  per  cent  interest. 
(^    Do  you  remember  about  how  much  there  is  of  the  A  preferred  stock  ? 
A.    The  A.  preferred  stock  represents  $1,750,000. 

C^    Do  you  know  and  can  you  state  about  what  the  actual  cost  of  this  rail  road  has  been  to 
its  present  owners  ? 

A.  No;  and  the  same  cannot  be  determined  until  the  litigation  in  the  United  States 
Court  at  Mobile  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  determined,  there  being  still 
'ciy  heavy  amounts  of  litigation,  one  case  alone  representing  at  least  $200,000. 
(^  About  what  amount  would  you  estimate  is  involved  in  all  this  litigation  you  speak  of  ? 
A.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  say,  the  settlement  of  these  suits  seems  interminable  and 
I  have  only  within  the  last  few  days  been  advised  of  a  further  batch  of  suits  and  believe  there 
are  more  to  follow. ' 

Q^    What  in  your  opinion,  predicated  upon  your  knowledge  of  this  property  and  your 
experience  in  such  matters,  would  be  the  fair  value  of  this  rail  road,  its  main  track,  sidings. 
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rolling  stock,  depots,  and  other  property  appurtenant,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upoi 
which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  road  is  worth  with  its  franchise,  road  bed,  rolling  stock,  and  other  ec^uip 
ments,  buildings  and  terminal  facilities  at  the  rate  of  nearly  1 30.000  per  mile.  I  beliere  tha 
at  the  present  date,  to  duplicate  the  road  and  with  the  prices  prevailing  and  the  experience  } 
have  had  with  building  rail  roads,  that  the  road  could  not  be  duplicated  with  the  advantagei 
and  facilities  it  has  for  a  less  sum.  The  prospects  of  the  road  are  considered  excellent,  ttj 
strategical  position  is  exceedingly  fine  and  although  the  past  results  have  not  perhaps  been 
such  as  to  have  realized  anticipations  formed,  I  am  still  quite  confident  that  the  value  of  the 
road  will  increase  yearly,  and  that  it  will  fully  realize  all  that  could  be  desired  of  it. 

Q^  JPlease  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation  predicated  upon  your  expe- 
rience in  such  matters  how  in  your  opinion  the  business  prospects  of  said  rail  road  for 
this  season  compare  with  last  season,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate 
this  opinion  ? 

A.     At  the  end  of  August  of  this  year,  the  operations  of  the  road  have  presented  quite  a 
disheartning  aspect.    The  increase  of  gross  revenue,  having  amounted  only  to  $24,365.59 
which  is  equal  to  increase  upon  the  corresponding  months  of  the  previous  year  of  5.15  per 
cent.     The  month  of  August  is  really  the  only  satisfactory  month,  and  while  it  was  not  so 
good  as  I  desired,  it  presents  a  full  indication  of  the  road  having  passed  the  period  of  depre*^- 
sion  which  has  prevailed  since  January  last.     I  consider  the  prospects  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  to  be  excellent.     A  mere  trip  over  the  road  affords  ample  indication  of  the  increas- 
ing prosperity  of  its  inhabitants  ;  the  agricultural  returns  are  all  satisfactory.     We  antici- 
pate a  good  cotton  crop,  and  although  the  amount  of  corn  grown  by  the  inhabitants  will 
naturally  restrict  the  importation  of  corn,  into  the  district,  I  am  quite  content  to  lose  that 
tonnage  because  the  purchasing  power  and  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  is  thereby  increased 
and  I  anticipate  while  we  may  not  have  perhaps,  as  large  a  tonnage,  yet  that  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  people,  being  thus  considerably  increased,  they  will  buy  of  the  higher  classei 
freights  on  which  we  get  not  only  higher  rates,  but  also  a  very  considerable  increase  of  net 
receipts.    The  mineral  development  of  Alabama  is  still  making  gigantic  strides — several 
new  furnaces  are  going  up  and  others  in  blast  are  being  duplicated,  coal  mines  are  bein^ 
opened,  and  as  all  these  industries  tend  to  largely,  increase  the  population,  and  the  consum- 
ing power  of  the  country  and  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  being  the  carryicj 
factor,  it  necessarily  must  reap  considerable  advantages  therefrom. 

Q^    Has  this  company  or  its  management  any  arrangement  with  the  Louisville  &  \a>J^- 
ville  Rail  Road  Company,  by  which  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  receives 
a  pro  rate  or  arbitrary  on  business  over  this  rail  road  via  Birmingham  to  Montgomery  and 
points  south  of  Biimingham  and  Montgomery  ? 

A.  Yes;  we  have  through  rates  to  Montgomery  and  the  territory  beyond  on  which  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  exacts  an  arbitrary  from  Birmingham. 

Q^     Please  state  what  that  arbitrary  is  and  on  what  basis  it  is  predicated  ? 

A.  The  Louisville  &  Nashville  arbitrary  on  business  from  Cincinnati  is  thirty  per  cent 
of  the  through  rate  for  their  haul  from  Birmingham  to  Montgomery,  mincty -five  miles. 

Q^  Is  there  any  like  arrangement  by  which  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Com- 
pompany  exacts  an  arbitrary  on  freight  from  New  Orleans  or  Mobile  via  Birmingham  from 
the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  Company,  on  this  kind  of  freight  ? 

A.     Traffic  from  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  whether  from  New  Orleans,  Mobile  or  else 
where  intended  for  local  points  on  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road,  pajra  the  Ala- 
bama Great  Southern  Rail  Road  its  local  rate  from  Birmingham  to  the  point  of  destination. 

Q^    Is  cotton  hauled  over  this  rail  road  at  a  bale  rate  or  according  to  actual  weight  ? 

A.  Uncompressed  cotton  is  hauled  at  a  rate  per  bale,  and  compressed  cotton  at  actual 
weight. 

Q^  Do  you  haul  the  uncompressed  cotton  at  so  much  per  bale  without  regard  to  weight. 
or  do  you  haul  at  a  bale  weight,  estimating  a  bale  at  a  given  weight  and  charge  for  the 
excess  over  such  estimated  weight  ? 
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L    Uncompressed  cotton  is  taken  at  per  bale  without  regard  to  weight  and  no  excess 
rge  is  made  for  any  assumed  or  actual  excess  of  weight  per  bale. 

(.    Wnat  in  your  opinion  predicated  upon  your  experience  in  such  matters  would  be  the 
xt  of  a  legislative  restriction  or  rule,  that  would  require  this  rail  road  to  haul  cotton  accord- 
;to  actual  weight,  and  what  would  be  its  effect  upon  the  business  of  the  company  and  upon 
(business  of  the  public  which  the  company  serves  in  these  matters  ? 
k.  I  believe  that  the  hauling  uncompressed  cotton  at  actual  weight  would  result  in  an 
ica^  of  the  revenue  of  the  company  and  a  corresponding  loss  to  the  shipper — the  pro- 
(^  a:' billing  uncompressed  cotton  from  the  many  small  stations  at  which  it  is  shipped  would 
^;ec:the  company  to  considerable  expense  in  the  matter  of  keeping  agents  and  providing 
kSes  at  tho6«  points  and  owing  to  the  small  differences  which  continually  arise  from  weigh- 
^  freight  in  car  load  lots  and  breaking  bulk  of  car  load  lots  when  the  cars  contained 
tton  from  various  shippers.     A   number  of   vexatious  and  petty  overcharges  difficult  of 
tlft^tment  would  arise.     In  addition  thereto  the  weight  of  a  bale  of  cotton  varies  continually 
Doording  to  climatic  influences,  and  it  is  really  a  difficult  matter  to  say  exactly  on  different 
lin  what  is  the  weight  of  a  bale  of  cotton. 
Q^  Are  freight  trains  run  over  this  road  on  Sunday. 
A.  Yes. 

({^  What  in  your  opinion  predicated  upon  your  experience  in  such  matters  would  be 
btcifectupon  the  business  of  this  company  or  the  public  it  serves  of  a  legislative  enact- 
Mttor  restriction  against  its  running  freight  trains  on  Sunday  over  its  road  in  Alabama  ? . 
A.  I  consider  the  stoppage  of  freight  trains  on  Sunday  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
Rw^ics  of  the  road,  and  that  it  would  have  a  disastrous  effect  as  regards  the  development 
^'"i  State  of  A]abam«i*     Any  observant  man  must  be  fully  convinced  of  the  fact  that  the 
Staeof  Alabama  is  yet  comparatively  in  its  infancy  as  regards  its  development  and  obtain - 
'"? 4  ftjil  return  from  its  various  and  unrivaled  resources.    To  my  mind,  and  predicated 
upon  my  actual  observation,  I  am  convinced  that  the  cultivation  of  early  market  produce 
•^-u  afford  more  revenue  to  the  State  of  Alabama  than  could  be  acquired  in  any  other 
^crU'.tural  development.     In  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  North  is  very  anxious  to 
y^.and  my  plans  in  the  future  consist  of  running  express  freight  trains  from  the  South  to 
'-'cinnati,  and  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  by  the  importation  of  skilled  gardeners  who  will 
•'Kn  the  inhabitants,  and  who  will  work  themselves  to  develop  such  productions,  and  thus 
<^'a-le  the  people  to  get  more  out  of  the  same  number  of  acres  of  land  than  they  have 
-irto  at  any  time  done.     I  would  instance  the  very  large  increase  of  acreage    which  is 
<^in:  year  placed  under  cultivation  at  Mobile,  and  which  is  devoted  entirely  to  supplying 
'^'^  North  with  early  produce.     There  are  very  many  spots  on  the  line  of  the  Alabama 
'^t  Southern  which  are  equally  favorable,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  people  will 
'^"^fquire  to  have  their  attention  directed  to  that  mode  of  farming  to  enter  with  spirit 
''''»Nt  into  tlie  cultivation  of  this  early  garden  produce.    This  being  the  case,  the  running 
'^''^^  freight  schedules  is  a  matter  of  vital  necessity,  and  the  break  involved  by  stopping 
^^0  train  on  Saturday  at  twelve  o'clock  midnight  and  taking  up  the  schedules  at  midnight 
■■'  i-nday,  would,  I  am  sure,  very  materially  retard  the  developments  of  the  resources  of 
U  State.    In  addition  thereto,  there  are  other  classes  of  perishable  freight  among  which  I 
«:siid  include  beer  and  fish,  the  traffic  in  each  of  which  is  largely  increasing,  and  I  also 
*^4ee  very  considerable  inconvenience  and  loss  in  the  live  stock  carrying  trade,  by  the 
»*j?pagc  of  freight  trains  on  Sunday. 

^  Have  you  examined  and  considered  the  through  freight  rates  of  the  Southern  Rail- 
■iy  &  Steamship  Association,  put  into  effect  September  Ist,  1S82  ? 

^'    Yes;  so  far  as  they  affect  my  system. 

^  Are  they  or  not  an  advance  on  through  rates  so  far  as  they  affect  your  system  as 
compared  with  through  rates  in  force  prior  to  that  time  ?  and  if  an  advance,  please  state 
*^oui  what  per  cent  advance  was  made  by  them. 

A-    The  rates  adopted  by  the  Southern  Railway  &  Steamship  Association  as  come  into 
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operation  on  the  first  September  of  this  year,  show  an  advance  on  similar  rates   prcviouvl; 
*n  existence,  and  the  increase  I  believe  ranges  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent. 

Q^  What  afiect,  if  any,  in  your  opinion,  will  this  advance  have  in  the  revenues  of  xh 
Alabama  Great  Southern  Rail  Road  Company  on  through  freights  ? 

A.  The  advanced  rates  were  made  to  ope;-ate  from  Eastern  cities,  and  would  be  princi 
pally  confined  to  the  higher  class  of  freights  coming  from  those  points  to  the  Alabami 
Great  Southern  Rail  Road,  which  have  always  been  and  are  now  quite  light,  and  although 
I  anticipate  some  increase  to  our  revenue,  I  am  not  building  any  hopes  of  an  increase  suffi- 
ciently large  to  be  considered  exceptional. 

Qj.  In  your  experience  and  observation  in  the  management  and  operation  of  this  raii 
road,  are  there  any  rules  or  regulations  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama  and  adopted  by  this  con>pany,  which  have  operated  practically  to  the  injurv  ot 
the  company's  business,  or  oppressively  or  unjustly  to  its  business  ?  If  so,  please  state  ir.7 
such  rule  or  regulation,  and  how,  in  your  opinion,  it  could  be  best  remedied  or  corrected. 

A.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  rule  or  regulation  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama, 
or  of  the  application  of  the  same,  which  has  resulted  in  any  detriment  to  my  companv  cr 
loss  to  its  revenue,  and  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  make  any  suggestions  or  point  out  in  whit 
the  same  has  been  inimical  to  my  road. 

Q;  In  your  practical  experienee  in  the  business  of  rail  roads,  are  there  any  changt» 
which  you  believe  could  be  made  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws  of  Alabama — either  b 
way  of  amendment  or  original  legislation — which  if  made  would,  in  your  opinion,  tend  u 
promote  the  safety,  accommodation,  or  convenience  of  the  public,  or  would  tend  to  promo:c 
the  prosperity  and  business  of  rail  roads  in  this  State  ?  If  so,  please  state  any  such  chang^ 
which  you  believe  could  be  effected  by  further  legislation.  • 

A.     I  am  not  prepared  to  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  Rail  Road  Commission  la» 

of  Alabama.     It  is  my  fixed  opinion  that  the  State  of  Alabama  has  one  of  the  best  Rs^ 

Road  Commissions  of  the  States.     The  Anglo-Saxon  race  was  never  in  need  of  patcm* 

government,  and  in  my  opinion,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  possibility  of  having  too  muj*! 

law  and  regulation  for  a  nation  which  has,  as  is  customary  with  all  free  countries,  shown  s 

marvelous  aptitude  for  self  government.     I  consider  the  advisory  part  of  the  Rail  Rmj 

Commission  of  Alabama  as  its  happiest  feature.     Rail  road  men  are  not  among  the  lea^t 

intelligent  of  the  citizens  of  the  country,  and  past  experience  has  shown  that  thej  *^ 

always  quite  willing  to  listen  to  facts  and  be  convinced  of  errors,  and  I  believe  IHctWOW 

full  well  that  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  entails  the  prosperity  of  the  roads,  and  thf»'  '>i") 

realize  the  public  does  not  exist  for  the  sake  of  the  roads,  but  the  roads  exist  for  and  n^^^ 

always  be  subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  public.     I  consider  a  Rail  Road  Coaimission 

a  very  proper  institution,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  some  such  Board  as  that  provwea    > 

the  Rail  Road  Commission  should  exist  to  carefully  weigh  points  of  difference  between  the 

people  and  the  roads,  and  that  being  removed  from  the  clamor  of  public  opinion,  they  arc 

enabled  to  decide  impartially.     I  am  satisfied  that  the  Rail  Road  Commission  fonns  the 

very  best  medium  for  an  adjustment  of  differences  which  must  arise  between  the  pubhc  »»" 

the  corporations  managing  rail  roads.     I  am  prepared  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  up  to  tne 

present  time,  the  working  of  the  Alabama  Rail  Road  Commission  has  been  highly  succes^ 

ful,  and  I  fail  to  discover,  upo.n  the  closest  scrutiny,  any  recommendation  which  I  can  ma  f 

either  by  way  of  repealing  existing  clauses  of  the  law  giving  effect  to  the  Rail  Road  Com- 

'mission,  or  making  any  addition  thereto. 

JOHN  SCOTT,  Gen'l  Man'r  A.G.  S.  R  R 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  us  by  the 
said  John  Scott  on  this,  the  3rd  day 
of  October,  1882 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

Pn?8*t.  R.  R.  Com.  of  Ala. 

JAMES  CROOK, 

CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissioners. 


Pending  before  the  Rail 
Road  Commission  of 
Alabama. 


iTTERROGATIONS  TO  BE   ANSWERED   BY  COL,  M.   H.    SMITH,  FIRST 
I      VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE  LOUISVILLE  &  NASHVILLE  RAIL 
ROAD   COMPANY,  AND   COL.  F.  De  FUNIAK,  GEN- 
ERAL  MANAGER   AND  C.   QUARRIER, 
COMPTROLLER. 

fe  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  1 
Rail  Road  Company,  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road 
Company  and  Wetumpka  Branch,  Mobile  &  Montgom- 
ery Railway  Company,  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas 
Railroad  Company;  The  Selma  Division  of  the  Western 
Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  The  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail 
Road  Company  and'  the  Repton  Branch,  for  the  year 
ending,  June  30th,  1882. 

Int.   1.    Where  do  you  reside? 

I'«r.  2.  What  office,  if  any,  do  you  hold  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the 
Iflusville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and  how  long  have  you  held  that  office.? 
-n.  3.  Please  state  what  railroads  in  the  State  of  Alabama  are  managed  and  operated 
5J  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company;  whether  said  rail  roads  are  in 
^hk  or  in  part  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  how  long  each  of  said  roads,  respectively, 
^\e  been  so  managed  and  operated  by  said  company,  and  which  of  them  are  owned  by 
y^ti  company,  and  which  ot  them  are  leased  by  said  company,  and  how  and  by  what  ar- 
raigement  said  company  is  managing  and  operating  said  roads,  if  any,  that  are  not  owned 
-^biedby  it? 

^■'^'T.   4.    If  in  answer  to  said  third  interrogatory  you  have  stated  that  the  Nashville 

^Decatur   Rail    Road,    the    South    &    North    Alabama    Rail    Road    and    Wetumpka 

^-ch,  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery    Railway,    the    New    Orleans,    Mobile    &  Texas 

^  Road,    the     Selma     Division    of    the     Western    Rail     Road    of    Alabama,    the 

^^^asoh  &  Selma  Rail   Road  and   the    Repton    Branch  are  each  managed  and  op- 

"^•albv  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  please  state  where  the  chief  offices 

"  «ch  of  said  railroads  are  located,  who  the  chief  officers  of  each  road  are  in  the  State  of 

•^Quna,  what  ^oks  relating  to  the  business  and  affiiirs  of  each  of  said  rail  roads  are  kept 

LI  the  State  of  Alabama,  respectively,  and  which  are  kept   in  the  city  of  Louisville,   Ky., 

*^t  part  of  the  management  and  operation  of  said  rail  roads  is  done  and  performed   by 

^>T  officers  in  Alabama,  and  under  whose  direction,  and  what  part  of  the  management  and 

^ration  of  said  roads  is  done  and   performed  at  the  offices  of  the  Louisville  &   Nashville 

"  Road  Company,  located  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.     Where  are  the  stock  books  of  each 

^  said  rail  road  companies  kept  ?* 

^^'T-    5.    How  often  are  reports  made  to  the  Louisville  office  of  the  business  of  each  of 

^Iroads,  their  freight  and  passenger  business,  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  by 

*hom  arc  such  reporU  made,  and  to  whom  ?  ' 

^'T.   6.    Please  state  whether  or  not  the  books  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road 

ompany  kept  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  management  of  each  of 
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these  rail  roads   in  Alabama  are  not  made  up  on  reports  received   from  officers  and  ager. 
operating  said  rail  roads  respectively  in  Alabama.     If  not,  please  litate  how  said  books  2j 
made  up  and  kept  of  the  management  and  operation  of  each  of  said  rail  roads  in  Alabama 
Int.     7.     What  duties  does  J.  W.  Sloss,  President  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Roa 
Company  perform  ?     What  salary  does  he  receive  as  such  President  ?     Where  docs  he  re 
side  ?     When  was  said  Nashville  &  Decatur  Company  leased  by  the  Louisville  &  Na^hvi^ 
Rail  Road  Company,   and  for  how  longhand   on  whit  terms?     Is  it  or  not  true   that  ti 
Louisville  &  Nahhviile  Rail   Road  Company  control  the  election  of  the  president  of  wii 
Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company  and  had  said  SIoss  elected  president  of  said  last 
named  company  ?     How  is  the  salary  of  said  Sloss  as  such  president  paid,  and  by  whom^ 
When  was  he  elected  president  of  said  company  .? 

Int.  8.  What  duties  does  the  said  J.  W.  Sloss  perform  as  President  of  the  Souih 
&  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  ?  What  salary  does  he  receive  as  President  / 
said  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company?  When  was  he  elected  president  of 
faid  company  ?  Is  it  or  not  true  that  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  con- 
trolled the  election  of  President  of  said  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  at  i:.;^ 
time  said  Sloss  was  elected  president  of  said  cnmpany,  and  had  him  elected  President  ci 
said  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company  ?  How  is  his  salary  as  Pre&idcnt  of 
said  company  paid,  and  by  whom  ? 

Int.  9.  What  duties  are  performed  by  Josiah  Morris,  as  President  of  the  •Mobile  \ 
Montgomery  Railway  Company  ?  What  salary  does  he  receive,  and  how  is  that  salary 
paid,  and  by  whom  ?  .  When  was  he  elected  president  of  said  company  ?  Is  it  or  not  tru- 
that  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  controlled  the  election  of  President  u 
said  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Company  and  had  said  Morris  elected  prcbideni  o) 
said  last  named  company  ? 

Int.  10.  What  duties  are  performed  by  Geo.  C.  Clark  as  President  of  the  New  Or 
leans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail  Road  Company  ?  When  was  he  elected  president  of  said  con. 
pany  ?  What  salary  does  he  receive  as  such  president  ?  Where  does  he  reside  ?  How  i- 
his  salary  paid,  and  by  whom  ?  Is  it  or  not  true  that  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Ro.;: 
Company  controlled  the  electign  of  President  of  said  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Ra: 
Road  and  had  said  Clark  elected  president  of  said  last  named  company  ? 

Int.  11.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  value  of  that  portion  of  the  Nashville  i:  T>c- 
catur  Rail  Road  operated  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  main  hne,  sidings,  depots  andnihtr 
property  appurtenant  with  its  equipment  and  rolling  stock,  taking  into  consideratitwJ  th<^ 
fact  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  sj'stem  and  its  connectipn«>.  jn.'. 
please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

Int.  12.  What  was  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road' 
What  in  your  opinion  is  the  fair  value  of  said  railroad,  its  main  line,  sidings,  depot>,  roV.^;: 
stock,  equipments  and  property  appurtenant  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  it  i>  .» 
part  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  system  and  its  connections,  and  please  •'ta': 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

Int.  13.  What  was  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  Wetumpka  Branch  ?  What  '•■• 
vour  opinion  is  the  fair  value  of  said  Wetumpka  Branch,  its  main  line,  sidings,  dcpot!^.  roll- 
ing stock,  equipments  and  property  appurtenant,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  thr.t  :t  i- 
part  ot  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  system  and  its  connections,  and  please  *t.itf 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  predicate  this  opini^^n  ? 

Int.  14.  What  was  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Raihv?o 
What  is  the  amount  of  stock  or  interest  owned  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Ri^'''-'^ 
Company  in  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway,  and  is  it  or  not  a  controlling  interest  in  \h^ 
stock  or  ownership  of  said  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway,  and  when  was  it  acquired  bjth' 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and  what  was  paid  for  it  by  said  Louisville  A^ 
Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  ?  Please  state  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  fair  value  of  thf 
Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway, -its  main  line,  sidings,  depots,  rolling  stock,  equjpment^  ai'»i 
appurtenances,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  it  is  part  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashvil!^ 
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Uii  Road  eystem  and  its  connections,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon  which  you  predi- 
ate  this  opinion  ? 

Int.     16.     What  was  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texa»  Rail 

koad  ?    What  ownership  or  interest  has  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  in 

ihe  New  Orleans,  Mobile  Sc  Texas  Rail  Road  Company,  and  what  did  this  ownership  or 

ktert^tt  cost  the  LfOuisville  &  Lashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and  when  was  such  ownership 

or  interest  acquired  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  ?     Please  state  what 

.:;Xir  opinion  is  the  fair  value  of  that  portion  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail 

R/sii  located  in  the  State  of  Alabama^  its  main  track,  sidings,  depots,  rolling  stock,  equip- 

Tiiih  and  property  appurtenant  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  it  is  a  part  of  the 

Ljisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  system  and  its  connections,  and  please  state  the  grounds 

i  Bfon  which  you  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

Ikt.    16.     What  was  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  'Road  and 

R'.xon  Branch  ?     What  ownership  or  interest  does  the  Louisville  &  Nashville   Rail   Road 

Cc-nipany  have  in  said  pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road  and  Repton    Branch,  and  when   was 

,  'iu^ownership  or  interest  acquired,  and  what  did  it  cost  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road 

Company.    Please  state  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  fair  value  of  the  said  Pensacola  Sl 

S^imaRail  Road  and  Repton  Branch,  main  track,  sidings,  depots,  rolling  stock,  equipments. 

»«1  property  appurtenant,  taking  into  consideration  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Louisville  & 

Ni<hville  Rail  Road  system,  and  its  connections,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon   which 

'•3u  predicate  this  opinion  ? 

^r.    17.     What,  m  your  opinion,  is  the  fair  value  of  the  Selma  Division  of  the  Western 

U.  Road  of  Alabama,  its  main  track,  sidings,  depots,  rolling  stock,  other  equipments  and 

?r:j?trtv  appurtenant,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  it   is  a  part  of  the  Louisville  & 

'>«hvilie  Rail  Road  system  and  its  connections,  and  please  state  the  grounds  upon   which 

: '-predicate  this  opinion  ? 

iM,    18. '  It  appears  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatui  Rail  Road  Com- 

'M\\o  the  Rail  R^ad  Conimission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882  that  J. 

'^.Slo«^is  President  of  said  company,  G.  W.  Seay  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  said  com- 

/ir-y;  you  have  already  been  questioned  as  to  what  duties  said  Sloss  performed  as   Presi- 

-i^'i.  please  state  what  duties  said  Seay  performs  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  what  sal- 

'7  the  said  Seay  receives  as  such  Secretary  and  Treasurer  ?     What  duties,  if  any,  does  said 

^<i«  perform  in  reference  to  the  management  and  operation  of  said  rail  road  ?     Whatcon- 

*• "  or  supervision,  if  any,  does  the  said  Sloss  exercise  over  the  management  and  operation 

"  ^id  rail  road  ?     Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  all  the  facts  as  to  why  said 

~'0v,  was  elected  President  of  said  company,  and  said  Seay   Secretary  and  Treasurer   with 

'bother  or  different  duties  than  such  an  they  have  to  perform,  and  was  not  this  done  simply 

^•1  formal  matter  to  comply  with  the  charter  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Com- 

'^K'  in  having  a  President  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  said  cempany,  and  was  this  not 

^r^lv  true  of  the  election  of  said  Sloss  as  President  of  the  South  &  North   Alabama  Rail 

'^■^i Company,  and  E.  P.  Alexander  as  its  Vice   President,   and  Henry  M.  Bush   as  its 

^ctiary  and  Treasurer..?     And  was  not  this  equally  true  of  the  election  of  Josiah  Morrjs  as 

^•^ident  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Corripany,  W.  H.  Pratt  as  its  Vice  Presi- 

^<iitand  G.  W.  Craik  as  its   Secretjiry,  and  was  not  this  also  true  of  the  election  of  said 

WgeC.  Clark  as  President  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail   Road   Company, 

r.d  David  Thompson  as  its  Secretary  ?     And  is  it  not  true  that  none  of  these  officers  per- 

orm  any  duties  beyond  merely  attending  the  meetings  of  the  boards  of  stockholdes  and  direc- 

''>r>  oi  their  res]>ective  campanies. 

^^'T.  19.  It  appears  from  your  annual  returns  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Ala- 
bama for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  of  tlie  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company 
*^  during  Raid  year  there  was  an  increase  from  receipts  of  local  passenger  traffic  of 
I*. 062  93  and  a  decrease  from  receipts  frpm  through  passenger  service  of  $2,007  67,  and  a 
i^-creaw  iVom  receipts  from  local  freight  of  $1,356  06  and  a  decrease  in  through  freight  of 
t^>.j)23  03,  please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation   the  causes  to  which 


288 
I 

each  of  these  results  are  attributable  ?  Was  a  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  tran^ 
ported  orer  said  rail  road,  separately,  for  each  of  the  years  ending  respectively,  June  30t] 
1881,  and  June  30th,  1882,  and  if  so,  what  was  the  amount  of  freight  tonnage  transporte 
over  said  rail  road  for  each  of  said  years  respectively  ? 

Int.  20.  It  appears  from  the  annua)  returns  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Roa 
Company  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  188! 
that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  local  passenger  receipts  of  said  company  for  said  laj 
named  year  over  the  previous  year  of  $17,509  25,  and  a  decrease  of  receipts  from  throu-d:] 
passenger  service  of  1 7,455  04,  and  an  increase  in  local  freight  of  $20,803  67  and  a  decrca'y 
in  through  freight  receipts  of  $3,848  39  ;  please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  an 
observation  the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are  attributable .  Was  a  tonnage  accoun 
kept  of  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road  separately,  for  each  of  the  years  ending  respec 
tively,  June  30th,  1881  and  June  30th,  1882.?  And  if  so,  what  was  the  amount  of  frei-h 
tonnage  transported  over  said  rail  road  for  each  of  said  yeirs  respectively  ? 

Int.  21.  Please  state,  if  you  can,  or  as  near  as  you  can,  approximately,  if  you  cannrt 
state  exactly,  the  gross  and  net  earnings,  and  expenditures  of  the  Wetumpka  Branch  for  the 
year  ending  June  30th,  1«82,  and  also  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  sepaiately  for 
each  year  ? 

Int.  2:2.  In  the  annual  returns  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Companv 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  in  the  expense  account  there  is  the  item  of  $144,971  ca 
charged  to  rent  account  ;  please  explain  this  and  state  what  it  represents  ?  In  said  return* 
there  is  no  item  of  amount  for  taxes  paid  by  said  company,  please  state  under  what  head  m 
said  returns  the  taxes  paid  by  said  company  are  embraced  ? 

Int.  23.  It  appears  from  the  annual  return  made  for  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  RaK 
way  for  the  year  Ending  June  30th,  1882,  that  there  was  an  increase  in  receipts  from  local 
passenger  service  for  that  year  over  the  previous  year  of  $14,129  17  and  an  increase  o*' 
through  passenger  receipts  of  $19,811 14  and  an  increase  in  local  freight  receipts  of  $46101  % 
and  a  decrease  in  through  freight  receipts  of  41,689  33  ;  please  state  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge  and  observation  the  causes  to  which  each  of  these  results  are  attributable  ?  Wa> 
a  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  transported  over  said  rail  .road  separately  for  each  of 
the  years  ending  respectively  June  30th,  1881  and  June  30th,  1882,  and  if  so,  what  was  the 
amount  of  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road  for  each  of  said  years  respectively  ? 

Int.     24.     It  appears  from  the  annual   returns  made  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  a 
Alabama,  for  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail  Road  Company,  for  the  year  cndinj: 
June  30th,  1882,  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  earnings  of  baid  company  over  the  previ- 
ous year,  from  local  passenger  service  of  $42,433  81  and  an  increase  from  through  passen- 
ger receipts  of  $16,107  56,  and   an  increase  in  local  freight  receipts  $18,838  33,  and  an 
increase  in  through  freight  receipts  of  $3,980  95,  and  an  increase  from  mail   receipts  of 
$2,979  68,  and  a  decrease  in  miscellaneous  earnings  of  $11,829  05.    Please  state  to  the  bc^t 
of  your  knowledge  and  observation,  to  what  causes  each  of  these  results  are  attributable. 
Was  a  t6nnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road  separately  for  each 
of  the  years  ending  respectively  June  30th,  1881,  and  June  30th,  J882,  and  if  so,  what  vm 
the  amount  of  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road  for  each  of  said  years  respectively  ? 

Int.  25.  It  appears  from  the  annual  returns  made  to  the  Rail  Road  Commissionen  of 
Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  for  the  Selma  Division,  that  there  was  a 
decrease  in  the  local  passenger  earnings  of  said  road  for  that  year  compared  with  the  prev- 
ious year  of  $2,467  86,  and  an  increase  in  through  passenger  earnings  of  $584  43,  and 
a  decrease  in  local  freight  earnings  of  $1,530  96,  and  a  decrease  in  through  freight  earnings 
of  $396  34.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  observation  to  what  causes 
each  of  these  results  are  attributable,  was  a  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  trans- 
ported over  said  rail  road  separately  for  each  of  the  years  ending  respectively  June  30th, 
1881,  and  June  30th,  1882,  and  if  so,  what  was  the  amount  of  freight  transported  over  said 
rail  road  for  each  of  said  years  respectively  ? 

Int..    26.  In  the  annual  returns  made  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  for  the 
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Pensacola  and  Sclma  Rail  Road  Company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,   it  appears 

that  the  receipts  of  said  company  from  local  passenger  service  for  said  year  increased  over 

the  previous  year  $2,155  14,  and  for  local   freight  increased   $15,368  88,  and   for  through 

freight  decreased  $3,820  89.    Please  state  to   the  best  of  j'our  knowledge  and  observation , 

to  what  causes  each  of  these  results  are  attributable,  why  is  it  that  no  through  passenger 

earnings  are  reported  for  said  company,  in  said  returns  for  the  j'car  ending  June  30th,  1882- 

was  a  tonnage  account  kept  of  the  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road  separately  for  each 

of  the  years  ending  respectively  June  30th,  1881,  and  June  30th,  1882,  and   if  so,  what  >vas 

±t  amount  of  freight  transported  over  said  rail  road  for  each  of  said  years  respectively  ? 

I  NT,  27.  In  the  returns  made  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  for  ' 
each  of  said  rail  roads  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  there  are  no  amounts  named  for 
taxes  paid  for  each  of  said  rail  roads,  will  you  please  state  under  what  head  of  expense,  if 
any,  you  place  these  taxes  in  these  returns,  and  if  they  are  not  embraced  in  any  of  the 
expen.ses  named  in  these  returns,  please  state  the  amount  paid  for  taxes  on  account  of  each 
of  said  rail  roads  in  Alabama,  during  said  last  named  year  ? 

Int.  28.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience  in 
'42ch  matters  how  the  business  prospects  of  the  several  rail  roads  operated*in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  compare  this  season  with  last  season,  and  state  thegrounds  upon  which  you  pred- 
icate this  statement  ? 

Int.  29.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  how  and  in  what  particulars  the  through 
freight  rates  going  into  effect  September  1st,  1882,  will  effect  the  business  of  said  rail  roads 
severally  ?         ' 

Int.  30.  Please  state  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience  in  such 
matters,  how  the  value  of  each  of  said  rail  roads,  their  equipments  and  appurtenances, 
compare  with  their  value  one  year  ago,  severally  ? 

IxT.  31.  In  your  practical  experience  as  rail  road  men,  have  you  observed  any  rule  or 
regulation  recommended  by  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,  and  adopted  by  either 
of  said  Rail  Road  Companies  which  has  operated  oppressively,  unjustly  or  injuriously  to 
the  business  of  any  of  said  Rail  Road  Companies,  if  so,  please  state  every  such  rule  and 
regulation,  and  also  please  state  how  in  your  judgment  and  opinion  it  could  behest  remedied 
and  corrected  r 

Int.     32.     In  your  practical  experience  and  observation  as   rail  road  men,  is  there  any 
chaage  oj  changes  which  you  believe  could  be  made  in  the  existing  rail  road  laws  of  Ala- 
bama,  that  in  your  judgment  would   tend   to  promote  the  safety,  accommodation  or  con- 
venience of  the  public,  or  which  would  tend  to  promote  the  business  and  prosperity  of  rail 
roads  in  Alabama,  if  so,  please   state  any   such  matters   that  you  believe  could  be  accom- 
plished  by  further  legislation  on  this  subject  ? 
33.     You   are  each   requested  to  answer    these    interrogatories    at  your   earliest   con- 
venience and  reduce  the  same  to  writing,  aud  swear  to  such  ans-wers  before  a  notary  public, 
ani  have  that  officer  attach  *his  official   seal  to  his  jurat,  and  subscribe  your  names  to  your 
a'xwers  and  return  suchlanswers  with  these  interogatories  to  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of 
Alabama  at  Montgomery,  Alabama  at  as  early  a  day  as  you  can. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Com.  of  Alabama* 

jaMes  crook, 
chas.  p.  ball, 

Associate  Commissioners* 
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Pending  before   the   Rail 
)>  Road    Commission 

of  Alabama. 
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ANSWER  TO  FOREGOING  INTERROGATORIES. 

In  the  matter  of  the  annual  returns  of  the  Nashville  &  De- 
catur Rail  Road  Company,  South  &  North  Alabama 
Rail  Road  Company  and  Wctumpka  Branch,  Mobile 
&  Montgomery  Railway  Company,  New  Orleans,  Mo- 
bile &  Texas  Rail  Road  Company,  The  Selma  Division 
of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama,  The  Pcnsacola 
&  Selma  Railroad  Company  and  the  Repton  branch 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18S5J, 

M.  H.  Smith,  Vice  President.  F.  dc  Funiak,  General  Manaj^re,  and  C.  Qjiarrler,  Comptroilt^r. 
reply  to  interrogatories  as  follows: 

Int.  1.     In  the  city  of  Louisville. 

Int.  2.  M.  H.  Smith  is  Vice  Psesidcnt  and  has  held  that  oftice  since  Jul^-,  I8S2.  F.  d.- 
Funiak  is  General  Manager  and  has  held  that  otTice  since  October,  1879.  C.  Quarrier  i^ 
Comptroller  and  has  held  that  oftice  since  1873. 

Int.  3.     The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  operates  the  Naslivillc&  Deca- 
tur Rail  Road  under  a  lease  made  in  1871  for  the  term  of  thirty  years.     Almost   the  entire 
line  of  the  road  is  within  the  state  of  Tennessee;  there  being  only  25.94  miles  in  Alabama. 
It  also  operates  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  under  a  lease  executed  in  1881,  and  ir 
owns  almost  the  entire  capital  stock  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Company.    It 
owns  and  operates  the  Pcnsacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road  and  has  done  since  sometime  in  the 
year  1880.     It  operates  that  part  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  which  lies  between 
Montgomery  and  Selma  under  a  lease  executed  in  1880.     It  also  owns  and  operates  that  pzn 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail  Road,  as    re-organized,  that  lies  in  the    State  or 
Alabama;  only  some  miles.     It  owns  and  operates  as  its  own  property,  that  entire  rail  haC 
lying  between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile.     The  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  lies  who!!} 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  and  belongs  to  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Compaiw, 
an  Alabama  corporation.     This  rail  road  was  mainly  built  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail 
Road  Company,  and  in  part  pay  for  the  construction,  the  South  &    North   Alabama    Rail 
Road  Company  sold  and  issued  to  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Company  two  million   dollars 
($2,000,000)  of  its  preferred  capital  stock,  and  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany owns  also  about  $200,000  of  its  common  stock,  and  holds  a  large  majority   of  the  en- 
tire capital  stock  of  the  South  and  North  Alabama  Rail    Road  Company.     Thr   Louisville 
&  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  has  also  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  South   Si   North  Ala- 
bama Rail  Road  Company  to  the  amount  of  several  million  dollars,  and  is  largely  more 
interested  in  the  property  of  that  company  than  all  other   stockholders  combined.    The 
South  &  North  Alabanm  Rail  Road  Company  had  very  little  rolling  stock  when   the  road 
was  completed;  was  utterly  unable  on  account  of  its  insolvent  condition  to  operate  its  road. 
and  hence,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  to  fur- 
nish the  proper  equipment  and  to  operate  the  road  or  allow  the  company  to   default  on  its 
mortgage  bonds  and  it«  property  to  go  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver.     Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  has  operated   the   South   &  North 
Alabama  Rail  Road  ever  since  it  was  opened  for  business,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1872. 
and  it  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  stockholders,  and  to  prevent   the  loss  of  its  stock 
and  that  of  other  stockholders  by  foreclosure  of  the  mortgages  on  its  property.     The  Louis- 
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ville  &  Nashville. Rail  Road  Company  has  no  formal  lease  of  the   South  &  North  Alabama 

Rail  Road,  but  has  ever  since  the  completion  of  the  road,  operated  it  in  the  manner  stated  by 

the  jj^eneral  acquiescence  of  the  board  of  directors  and  all  the  stockhclders  of  the  South   & 

Noath  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company.     That  company  has,  however,   always  kept  up  its 

reiTjlar  organization  by  the  annual  election  of  a  Board  of  Directors,  and   that   board   has 

eavh  year  elected  a  president  and  secretary  of  the  company.     The  Louisville   &    Nashville 

lUil  I'oad  Company  has,  ever  since  the  completion  of  said  road,  owned  a  large  majority  of 

''jt  capital  stock  of  that  company,  and  has,  by  that  means,  been  able  to  decide   who   should 

jon-ititute  the  Board  of  Directors.     A  majority   of  that  board,   however,  has   always   been 

L-rnposed  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  except  at  one  election  in  December,  1870,  when 

•iic  lK>ard  consisted  of  six  Alabama  directors  and  seven  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  directors. 

Tlie  accounts  kept  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  of  its  operationsof  that 

TDvd  have  rejiularly,  at  stated  periods,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  time,   been    laid    before 

t'lrr  Board  of  Directors  of  the  South  &  North    Alabama    Rail    Road   Company,  and   the 

Lf».;i«,ville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  has  really  operated  that  road  under  the  supervis- 

on  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company.     The 

Wetumpka  branch  is  a  part  of  the   South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road,  and  the   Repton 

br.ir.ch  is  a  part  of  the  Peiisacola  &  Sirlina  Rail  Road. 

Int.  4.  'The  Nashville  &c  Decatur  Rail  Ro«id  Company  was  constituted  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  Tennessee  and  Alabama  corporations.     Its  chief  otlices   are   located   in    Nashville, 
T'.n'-.essce,  and  its  pivsitlcnt,  J.  W.    Sloss,    re>idcs   in   the   State   ot  Alabama.     The   chief 
>:n.*ts  of  tht^   South  &  North  Alabama  Railroad  Company   are   located   at    Montgomery, 
Vabama,  an  J  its  chief  otVicers  in  Alabama  are  J.  W.    Sloss,    President,  and.  H.    M.    Bush, 
>.^r^.•tary.     Tlie  r<.iisv.*cula  «S:  Sclma  Railroad  being  owned  in  foe  simple  by  the   Louisville 
\  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  it  has  no  chief  otllceri;  rc<«iding  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
xie  chief  oiHcc^  of'llie  Mobile  X  MoiUgjuiory  RailWc'v  arc  located  at  Montgomery,  Ala- 
'-iia.  and  itK  chief  ollicer.  in  the  )?ta.L'of  Al.i')ama  aif    josiali  Morris    iVesiJent.  and    G. 
W.  Craik.  Si-crctary.     The  chiof  ollices  of  I'le  Wf^tern  Rail  Road  of  Alabama  are  located 
4*  ^Iontgomerv,  Alahama,  and  its  chit  f  nfhccrs  in  Alabama  are  Cecil  (jabbett.  President,  and 
.;  T.  Todd,  ijecrctary,  cV:c      'Jhe  cliief  oificcs  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  c^  Texas  Rail  Road 
Company,  as  re-organizcd,  are  located  in  Mobile,  Alabim  j,  but  the  road  of  that  company  being 
owned  in  fee  simple  by  the  Louisville   «&    Nashville  Rail  Road   Company,    it  has  no   chief 
utnctrsresidin,;^  in  Alabama.     All  the  corporate  books  relating  to  the' business  and  affairs  of 
tlie  South  iS:  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company,  of  the  Mobile  vS:  Montgomery   Railway 
Company,  and  of  the   i^V^jsiern  Rail  Road  Co:npany  of  Alabama  are  kept  in   the  State  of 
.Uahama.     The   books  relating  to  the  business  and  aft';virs  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail 
lload  Company  and  of  the  New  Orleans,    Mobile   &    Texas    Rail  Road  Company,  as  re- 
■T^'anized.  are  kept  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.     All    of  the  accounts   between  the 
uvaiNville  jJc  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  and  each  of  those  other  companies  are  kept  by 
>  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company    in  the  city   of  Louisville,   Kentucky.     So 
■Jra<  those  accounts   are  kept  by  the  other  companies,  they  ar-kept  in   the    State   of  Ala- 
J^rna      The  management  and  operation  of  all  of  said  rail  roads  that  are  owned  and    leased 
ta  the  Louisville  &  Nasjiville  Rail  Road  Company,  and  the  management  and  operaton  of  the 
South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  are  done  and  performed  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
Rail  Road  Company  in  the  manner  heretofore  stated.     But,  as  heretofore  stated,  all  of  the  cor- 
porate affairs  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company,  except  the  operation  of  the 
road  itself,  are  under  the  exclusive  control  and  management  of  the  President   and  Board  of 
Directors  of  that  company.     The  stock  books  of  the   South  &  North    Alabama   Rail  Road 
Company  and  of  the  Mobile  &   Montgomery  Railway  Company  are  kept  in  Montgomery, 
Alabama.    As  to  where  the  stock  books  of  the  Western  Rail  Road  Company  of  Alabama 
are  kept,  we  do  not  know,  as  this  company  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  that  com- 
pany.   The  stock  books  of  the  Nashville   &  Decatur  Rail   Road   Company  are  kept  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Int.  5.    The  agents  of  each  one  of  thcFe  roads  make  daily   reports  to  the  comptrolltr's 
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office,  at  Louisville,  of  all  freight  forwarded,  and  monthly  reports  of  all  ticket  sales.  Fr*ch 
superintendent  renders  to  the  coniptroiler's  office  vouchers  and  pay  rolls  and  the  funds  are 
forwarded  to  meet  the  same,  and  between  the  15th  and  20th  of  each  month  8tatcment> 
showing  these  expenses  in  detail  are  forwarded  to  each  of  the  superintendents. 

Int.  (J.  The  books  which  are  kept  in  tiie  comptrollers  office  at  Louisville,  are  made  up 
from  the  reports  as  rendered  by  the  agents,  of  earnings,  and  the  expenses,  as  rendered  b\ 
the  superintendents  of  these  roads. 

Int.  7.     The  duties  performed  by  J.  W.  Sloss,  as  president  of  the   Nashville   &  Decatur 
Rail  Road  Company,  are  such  as  properly   pertain   to  bis  office,  and  his   salary    is  three 
thousand  dollars   per  annum.     He   resides   at  Birmingham,  Alabama.     The  Nashville  li: 
Decatur  Rail  Road  was  leased  to  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road    Company  on  the 
14th  day  of  May,  1871,  for  the   term   of  thirty  years.     The   terms,  in  general,  are  tliat  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  is  to  operate  the  road,  pay   all    the  operating 
expenses,  pay  the  stockholders  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company  six  per  cent 
on  their  stock,  and  also  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  company's  bonded  debt,  and  the  princi- 
pal of  the,  bonded  debt  at  maturity,  for  which  latter  it  is  to  receive  stock  in  that  company. 
It  is  not  true  that  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  controls   the  election  of 
the  President  of  said  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail   Road  Company,  or  that  it  had  said  Sloss 
elected  President  of  said  last  named  company.     The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Com 
pany  only  owns  a  minority  of  the  stock  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company  and 
cannot  control  its  elections.     Sloss  was  last   elected   President  of  that  'company  at  its  la^l 
annual  election.     His  salary  as  ^President  of  said  company  is  paid  by  the  Louisville  &  Na>h> 
villc  Rail  Road  Companj'  under  the  obligations  of  the   lease  as   part  of  the  operating  ex- 
penses of  said  rail  road. 

Int.  8.  J.  W.  Sloss,  as  President  of  the  Soutli  &  North  Alabama  Railroad  Companv. 
performs  such  duties  as  are  incumbent  upon  him  by  the  laws  of  Alabama,  He  receives  a 
salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  year.  He  was  elected  President  of  said  company  h\ 
the  Directors  immediately  after  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders.  Owning  a  ma- 
jority of  the  stock  in  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  Company,  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  controlled  the  election  of  its  Directors,  who  elected  said 
Sloss  as  President,  and  Sloss  was  its  preference  for  President.  His  salary  is  paid  by  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  as  a  part  of  the  operating  expenses  of  tlie  South 
&  North  Alabama  Rail  Road.  0 

Int.  9.    Josiah  Morris,  as  President  of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Company. 
performs  such  duties  as  are  required  of  him  by  the  laws  of  Alabam):     He  receives  a  saiiO 
of  $1,600  a  year,  which  is  paid  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  as  a  part 
of  the  operating  expenses  of  tlie  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway.     He  was  last  elected 
President  of  said  company  immediately  after  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholdcr^. 
The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company  owns  nearly  all  the  stock  of  the  Mobile  5: 
Ivlontgomcry  Railway  Company,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  controlled  the  election  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  who  elected  the  President.     Mr.  Morris  is  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
Rail  Road  Company's  preference  for  President. 

Int.  10.  The  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail  Road  Company,  as  reorganized,  own< 
no  property  except  the  naked  franchise  to  be  a  corporation,  and  the  duties  of  its  Presidenf, 
George  C.  Clark,  are  merely  nominal.     He  receives  no  salary. 

Int.  11  to  17.  We  are  unable  to  give  definite  replies  to  the  queries  contained  in  inter- 
rogatories 11,  12, 13,  14,  15, 16  and  17.  There  is  no  basis  known  to  us  for  fixing  the  valua- 
tion of  the  Rail  Roads  referred  to.  That  portion  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  in 
Alabama  may  be  said  to  be  worth  not  more  than  it  would  cost  to  build  another  road,  which 
would  probably  be  less  than  $15,000  per  mile.  None  of  the  other  roads  mentioned  in  Ala- 
bama  have  ever  earned  any  net  profits  upon  their  cost,  or  paid  any  dividends,  except  the 
Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Company,  which  paid  dividends  for  a  short  time.  Conse- 
quently the  stock  and  some  of  the  other  securities  of  said  road  have  no  market  value,  or,  at 
least,  none  but  a  nominal  value,  based  upon  possible  future  profits.     As  none  of  the  road"* 
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named  in  Alabama  were  wholly  constructed  hy  or  at  the  expense  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville Rail  Road  Company,  we  cannot  give  accurate  infonnation  regarding  the  cost  of  con- 
i<truction  of  said  roads. 

Int.  18.     G.  W.  Seay,  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road 
Company,  receives  a  salary  of  $2,000  per  year.     He  attends  to  all  the  duties  pertaining  to 
^U  office,  keeps  the  books  of  the  company,  including  the  stock  transfer  books,  receives  the 
>:!\:Jends  due  from  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railway  Company,  and  distributes  the  same 
tithe  stockholders  of  his  company,  and,  as  wc  understand,  is  kept  pretty  well  employed.    J. 
W.  SIoss  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur 
Rail  Road,  it  being  managed  and  operated  by  the  Louii»ville&  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company 
J*  lessee.     He  was  President  of  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company  for  many 
carb  before  the  execution  of  the  lease  to  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and 
'he  Directors  have  continued  him  in  office  for  reasons  satisfactorv  to  themselves.     The  lease 
">  the  Nashvill-j  &  Decatur  Rail  Road  Company  of  their  rail  road  did  not  dissolve  their  cor- 
poration, and  to  continue  its  existence  it  was  necessary  to  have  their  annual  elections,  and 
\v  the  tenns  of  the  lease  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railway  Compariy  was  bound  to  pay 
the  expense  ot  keeping  up  the  organization,  and  the  whole  thing  was  a  matter  of  substance, 
And  not  mere  form.     The  same  necessity  existed  in  the  cases  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama 
Rail  Road  and  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  Railway  Companies  for  the  election  of  Boards  of 
Directors  and   executive  officers  for  those  respective  companies.     The  charters  of  the  re- 
spective companies,  under  which  these  officers  hold  their  positions,. require  the  duties  per- 
uining  to  their  rtspt^ctive  offices  to  be  performed  by  them,  and  these  duties  are  out  =iide  of 
the  mere  attending  of  the  meetings  of  the  stockholders  and  Boards  cf  Directors. 

Int.  19.  We  are  unable  to  express  any  very  decided  opinion  regarding  increace  or  dc- 
ircase  of  passenger  earnings  of  the'Nashville  &  Decatur  division.  The  decrease  in  revenue 
:^m  through  passengers  was  probably  due  in  part  to  the  diversion  of  traffic  to  competing 
:nes.  The  increase  in  what  is  termed  local  traffic  was  due  to  a  large  increase  in  local  travel, 
-4^  cause  of  which  is  not  known  to  us.  The  decrease  in  revenue  derived  from  transporta- 
•icn  of  freight  i-j  due  to  the  decrease  in  the  average  rate  per  ton  per  mile  received  for  such 
tr..n<port;ition,  there  having'  been  a  material  increase  in  tonnage  of  the  lower  classes  of 
freight,  such  as  lumber,  tan  bark,  coal  and  pig  iron.  Part  cf  the  decrease  is  also  due  to  the 
uccrease  in  transportation  of  company's  freight  over  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  Road  for  other 
wivi>ions.  The  number  of  tons  of  freight  transported  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881 
company's  freight  not  included),  was  505,737;  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882, 

Int.  20.  The  increase  in  local  passenger  earnings  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail 
Road  is  doubtless  due  to  the  development  of  agricultural  and  mineral  resources  of  the  adja- 
cent country.  The  decrease  in  the  revenue  derived  from  the  transportation  of  through  pas- 
^"^ers  is  probably  due  to  the  diversion  of  traffic  to  competing:  lines.  The  increase  in  local 
-ti'g'ht  earnings  is  due  to  a  large  increase  in  tonnage  transported  especially  of  flour,  lumber, 
cttl,  coke,  pig  iron  and  merchandise,  Total  number  of  tons  moved  during  year  ending  June 
^ith,  1881,  G8S,649;  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  808,708.  This  does  not  include  company's 
Ireight. 

Int.  21.  The  accounts  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  were  not  kept  during 
the  two  years  ending  Jupe  30th,  185j2,  so  as  to  show  separately  the  earnings  and  expenses  of 
the  Wetumpka  Branch. 

Int.  22.  Item  charged  to  rent  account  is  for  hire  of  engines,  cars  and  otllces.  Taxes  paid 
on  property  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Roaa  are  not  charged  to  operating  ex- 
penses. The  officers  of  the  South  &  North  Alabama  Rail  Road  at  Montgomery  can  give 
you  any  further  infonnation  that  may  be  needed  on  this  subject. 

Int.  23.  The  increase  in  revenue  from  transportation  of  local  passengers  is  due  to  large 
increase  in  local  trjfvel,  the  cause  of  which  is  not  now  apparent.  I'he  increase  in  revenue 
from  transportation  of  through  passengers  is  due  to  a  large  increase  in  traffic  in  connection 
^"ith  lines  connecting  at  Montgomery.     The  slight  increase  in  freight  earnings   is   due  to  a 
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large  increase  in  the  quantity  of  flour,  gra'in,  lumber,  Unnber,  coal  and  merchandise  tran«.- 
ported  at  a  very  material  reduction  in  the  average  rate  per  ton  per  mile,  received  for  sucH 
transportation  and  a  large  increase  in  company's  freight  transported.  Total  number  of  tons 
transported  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,312,352,  during  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1882,  391,479.     This  does  not  include  company's  freight. 

Int.  24.  The  increase  in  local  passenger  earnings  was  due  to  a  large  increase  in  what 
is  termed  "Coast  traffic,"  that  is,  passengers  passing  between  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  stations 
on  the  road  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  increase  in  through  passenger  business  is  due 
to  the  increase  in  traffic  in  connection  with  roads  diverging  at  Montgomery.  The  increase 
in  freight  earnings  is  due  to  increased  quantity  of  flour,  grain,  timber,  cattle,  coal,  manufact- 
ured articles  and  merchandise  transported  and  increase  of  company's  freight  transported. 
The  number  of  tons  of  freight  transported  during  the  year  ending  June  30lh,  ISSl. 
(company's  freight  not  included)  was  269,000,  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 
291,681.  * 

Int.     25.     Cannot  account  for  decrease  in  passenger  earnings.     Decrease  in  freight  earn- 
ings is  due  mainly  to  the  reduction  in  the  rate  received  for  transportation.     The   number  of 
tons  of  freight  transported  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1881,  (company's    freight  not 
included)  was  43,283,  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  41,997. 

Int.  26.  Increase  in  passenger  earnings  is  partly  due  to  extension  of  line  and  develop- 
ment of  country.  Increase  in  freight  earning  is  due  to  increase  of  transportation  of  lumber 
and  timber.  The  number  of  tons  of  freight  transported  during  the  year  ending  June  30t>i, 
1882,  (company's  freight  not    included)  was  24,237,  year  ending  June   30th,    1882,  90,834. 

Int.  27.  Taxes  paid  in  the  State  of  Alabama  are  not  included  in  operating  expenses. 
The  amount  paid  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  was  : 

Nashville  &  Decatur  Rail  Road : $     3,779  21 

Mobile  &  Montgomery  Rail  Road 29,899  71 

New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas  Rail  Road 9,396  96 

Pensacola  Rail  Road 74  36 

Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road .*      2,133  M 

Selma  Division  of  Western  Rail  Road 6,326  73 

Int.     28.     As  we  have  no  decided   opinions  regarding  the  matter,  we  do  hot  care  to 
express  them.     We  will  say  that  as  officers  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company 
which  has  such  large  investments  and  responsibilities  in  the   State  of  Alabama,  we  look  and 
hope  for  a  rapid  annual  development  in  the  State  along  the  rail  roads  resulting  in  a   largt 
increase  in  the  revenues  derived  from  transportation,  as  only  in  this  way  can  the  company 
hope  to  receive  returns  upon  its  investments  in  the  State  or  repayments  of  the   advances 
made  to  rail  roads  in  the  State. 

Int.  29.  We  do  not  think  the  freight  rates  referred  to  will  have  any  material  effect  on 
the  business  of  the  rail  roads  in  Alabama. 

Int.  30.  If  the  net  earnings  of  the  roads  are  made  the  basis  of  valuation  of  the  roads 
in  Alabama  in- which  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  is  interested  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, their  value  on  July  1st,  1882,  was  not  much,  if  any,  greater — ^in  some  instances  less, 
than  it  was  one  year  previous.  If  the  physical  condition  is  to  be  made  the  basis  of  valua- 
tion we  will  state  that  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  pli^'sical  condition  has  been  materially 
improved  during  the  past  year,  but  that  it  has  been  done  at  the  cost  of  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  Rail  Road  Company. 

Int.  31.  We  believe  that  in  some  instances  the  rates  of  freight,  adopted  upon  the  re- 
quest of  your  Commission  have  made  the  revenue  of  the  company  less  than  it  would  other- 
wise have  been,  and  we  are  not  yet  convinced  that  the  reduction  in  the  rates  of  passage  have 
not  also  caused  the  revenues  derived  for  that  service  to  be  less  than  fJiey  would  have  been 
had  the  rates  previously  in  effect  been  adhered  to. 

Int.  32.  We  believe  that  all  laws  giving  officers  or  agents  of  the  State  any  authority 
over  the  rates  of  transportation  should  be  repealed.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  business 
and  prosperity  of  the  rail  roads  in  Alabama,  or  of  the  people  of  Alabama,  can  be  promoted 
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« 

b  V  fi:x:ing,  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  the  price  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered  by  the  trans- 
portation lines,  within  the  State  any  more  than  can  the  business  and  prosperity  of  the  people 
of  the  State  be  promoted  by  fixing  the  price  of  commodities  or  labor  of  persons  engaged  in 
other  pursuits. 


We  think  that  legislation  should  be  strictly  limited  to  police  regulations. 

M.  H.  SMITH, 
F.  dkFUNIAK, 
CUSHMAN  QUARRIER. 


State  of*  Kentucky, 
Jepferso:^  County. 


^ 


This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  M . 
H.  Smith,  Vice-President,  F.  deFu- 
niak,  General  Manager,  and  C .  Quar- 
ren.  Comptroller,  of  the  Louisville  & 
N^ashville  Rail  Road  Company,  and 
severally  subscribed  before  me  the 
foregoing  answers  to  interrogatories, 
and  said  parties  being  duly  and  sev- 
erally sworn,  severally  stated  that  the 
facts  stated  in  said  answers  are  true 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief. 
Gh-en  under  my  hand  and  official  seal  as 
Notary  Public  for  Jefferson  County, 
Kentucky,  this  18th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.,  1882. 

JOHN  D.  POPE,  N.  P., 

Jefferson  County,  Kentucky. 


SEAL 
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NOTES  ON  TESTIMONY  AND  DEPOSITIONS  OF  WITNESSES. 

I. 

T.  S.  Davant,  Esq.,  has  furnished  to  us  all  the  statements  and  exhibits  called  for  in  his 
'txamination,  namely : 
I    Tonnage  statement. 

2.  Statement  showing  loss  on  local  freight  on  the  portion  of  the  line  in  Alabama. 

3.  Statement  showing  how  the  local  passenger  business  of  the  line  in  Alabama  com- 
pared  with  the  other  portion  of  the  line  from  Memphis  to  the  Alabama  State  line. 

II. 

James  R.  Ogden,  Esq.,  has  not  yet  furnished  tonnage  statement  and  certain  through  rates 
called  for  in  his  examination,  but  will  do  so,  doubtless,  at  an  early  day,  as  he  has  always 
been  Tcry  prompt  in  furnishing  information  to  us  when  called  for  from  his  department  of 
the  lines  of  rail  road  of  which  he  is  General  Freight  Agent. 

III. 

J.  T.  Poe,  Esq.,  has  furnished  to  us  all  the  statements  and  exhibits  called  for  in  his  exam- 
ination, namely  : 

1.  Statement  showing  number  of  passengers  carried  at  local  rates,  and  the  receipts  of 
the  company  therefrom,  for  years  ending  June  30th,  1881,  and  June  30th,  1882. 

2.  Statement  of  through  tonnage  freight. 

3.  Tonnage  statement  of  local  freight. 

IV. 

Theodore  Welch,  Esq.,  has  furnished  the  tonnage  account  called  for  in  questions  ten  and 
iortj  of  his  examination,  and  also  the  information  called  for  in  question  fifly-one  concern- 
agthe  operation  of  the  Pensacola  &  Selma  Rail  Road,  but  he  has  up  to  this  time  (Octo- 
w30th),  failed  to  furnish  the  information  called  for  in  answer  to  question  forty -three  of 
^■is  examination,  being  the  per  centage  of  cotton  shipped  to  New  York  from  Mobile  and 
^fontgomery  respectively  over  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road  Company's  system  of 
inea  in  Alabama.  He  will  doubtless  furnish  this  information  at  an  early  day,  as  he  is  also 
prompt  in  furnishing  us  with  all  information  called  for  from  him. 

V. 

We  make  these  notes  on  this  testimony  and  these  depositions  for  the  purpose  of  account- 
ing for  the  non-publication  of  these  statements  and  exhibits  in  this  report.  Such  of  these 
statements  and  exhibits  as  we  have,  involve  a  vast  mass  of  figures  and  tabular  statements, 
and  it  being  now  the  30th  October,  and  a  very  large  portion  of  this  report  still  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  printers  to  be  printed,  we  see  that  if  these  exhibits  and  statements  were 
printed  that  it  would  delay  the  printing  of  the  report  until  a  late  day  in  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  therefore  we  do  not  print  them. 


RULES     ADOPTED      BY    THE    RAIL     ROAD    COM- 
MISSION   OF    ALABAMA    FOR    MEETINGS 


AND    ORDER    OF    BUSINESS. 
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kl  LES  ADOPTED  BY  THE  RAIL  ROAD  COMMISSION  OF  ALABAMA,  FOR 

MEETINGS  AND  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


MEETINGS. 


1.    A  regular  session  of  the  Commission  will  be  held  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of 

ch  month. 

t  Special  sessions  of  the  Commission  will  be  held  whenever  demanded  by  public  busi- 
er the  urgency  of  which  cannot  be  postponed  to  a  regular  session. 

1  A  special  session  will  be  held*  upon  the  call  of  the  President  whenever  in  his  opinion 
fee  urgency  of  business  shall  make  it  proper,  or  whenever  he  shall  be  requested  to  do  so  by 
eiher  or  both  of  the  other  Commissioners.  But  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the 
1^r"dent,  then  such  special  session  shall  be  held  upon  the  call  of  the  senior  Associate  Com" 
tais^ioner  whenever  in  his  opinion  it  is  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of  the  junior  Associate 
Commissioner.  If  however  the  senior  Associate  Commissioner  is  absent  from  the  seat  of 
|o^crament,  and  the  President  is  absent  from  the  seat  of  government,  then  such  special  ses- 
Kon  shall  be  called  by  the  junior  Associate  Commissioner,  whenever  in  his  opinion  there  is 
ptblic  business,  the  ui;gency  of  which  cannot  be  postponed  to  a  regular  session.   • 

4.  The  Rail  Road  Commission  shall  always  be  open  for  the  consideration  and  disposal  of 
business  which  shall  come  before  it.  If  such  business  shall  be  of  so  urgent  a  character  that 
It  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and  any  one  of  the  Commissioners  should  be  absent  from  the  seat 
of  government,  and  cannot  be  called  to  the  seat  of  government  in  time  to  dispose  of  such 
Vymess,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  other  two  Commissioners  to  convene  and  dispose  of 
vuch  business  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  report  the  same  and  their  action  thereon  to  the 
ti-'i*. regular  session  of  the  Commission. 

5.  At  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Commission  when  any  such  business  is  reported 
*hich  has  been  disposed  of  by  two  members  of  the  Board  at  a  special  session,  the  member 
^to  was  absent  from  such  special  session,  may  if  he  sees  proper,  spread  his  objection  or 
rrotest  to  such  action  upon  the  minutes. 

*>•  The  clerk  shall  remain  at  the  office  at  all  times  during  business  hours,  and  shall  keep 

"< office  open,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  President  shall  conduct  the  correspondence 

- 'i«e  Commission,  which  shall  be  proper  to  be  conducted  at  the  office.     The  Clerk  shall 

3-^  keep  files  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  replies  to  such  letters  in  a  letter  book 

"^'^ Commission  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  properly  indexed.     The  Clerk  shall  also  keep 

iT<i  prepare  minutes  of  the  Commission  in  a  record  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  properly 

'"dexed.    He  shall  also  keep  in  the  office  a  copy  of  all  official  transactions  of  Commission, 

'J'' of  ihe  official  action  of  any  Commissioner  furnished  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

'.  Business  of  a  character  merely  executive  or  administrative,  and  which  does  not  neces- 
'^rilv  require  the  action  of  the  Commission,  or  business  which  is  determinable  upon  rules 
^nd  principles,  already  settled  by  the  Commission  or  by  law,  may  in  either  event  be  disposed 
OJ  by  the  President  as  a  matter  of  daily  routine,  without  convening  the  Commission  in  special 
■«^^ion  for  that  purpose,  but  in  every  such  instance  the  President  shall  keep  a  copv  of  every 
>Jch business  transaction  so  disposed  of  by  him,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Commission  at 
i^'^next  regular  session.  In  case  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  President  the  duties 
herein  mentioned  shall  be  performed  by  the  senior  Associate  Commissioner,  if  present,  and 
>n  case  of  his  absence  or  sickness  then  by  the  junior  Associate  Commissioner. 

o-  All  business  which  is  not  of  an  urgent  character  or  so  free  from  difficulty  as  to  be  dis- 
P^^sed  of  by  a  majority  of  the  Commissioners,  or  which  does  not  come  within  the  seventh 
rule  above  mentioned,  and  which  will  admit  of  being  postponed  to  a  regular  session,  or  called 
^<ssion  of  all  the  Commissioners,  shall  be  so  postponed  to  such  regfllar  or  called  session. 
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ORDER  OF    BUSINESS. 


1.  Examination  and  consideration  of  all  letters  received  since  the  last  meeting,  and  rcp'.i- 
thereto. 

^.  Business  Miggcsted  by  correspondence  since  last  meeting,  or  suggested  by  any  nui..^)( 
of  the  Board. 

3.  Reports  of  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  officers. 

5.  Miscellaneous  business. 

All  process  issued  out  of  the  office  of  the  Commission  shall  be  issued  by  the  clt-rk,  and : 
the  foot  of  such  process  and  immediately  next  above  his  own  name  the  clerk  shall  iiwei 
these  words  :  "  By  direction  of  the  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama,"  and  the  originj 
of  all  such  process  shall  be  returnable  to,  and  filed  in  said  office,  and  all  such  process  slia.'Jbi 
numbered  by  the  clerk. 

All  process  which  any  Commissioner  may  fmd  it  necessary  to  issue,  to  compel  the  atten*: 
ance  of  witnesses  in  any  investigation  before  such  Commissioner  may  be  issued  b\  -.  " 
Commissioner  and  signed  by  him,  but  in  every  such  case  the  original  summons  mu-^t  bt 
returned  to  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commission. 

Process  extraordinary  in  its  nature,  and  which  the  law  contemplates  according  to  the  f  r- 
derly  course  of  procedure  should  be  signed  by  the  Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or 
by  any  one  of  them,  accordingly  as  the  facts  of  ihe  case  may  require,  will  be  so  siijm  1  ■•' 
issued  by  them  or  any  of  them. 

No  special  form  is  necessary  in  any  complaint  made  to  the  Rail  Road  Commis^if»n.  ^-' 
every  such  complaint  must  setforth  fully  and  particularly  all  the  facts  which  show  the  cu.>'> 
of  grievance. 

Each  complaint  made  to  the  Commission  or  either  of  the  Commissioners,  must  be  nunibt-u 
by  the  clerk  in  the  order  in  which  such  complaints  arc  received;  and  the  clerk  must  keep  ' 
correspondence  relating  to  each  complaint  with  the  complaint  itself  in  a  file  separate  ir^ ' 
all  other  papers,  and  the  correspondence  must  be  numbered  with  the  same  number  ci  "^ 
complaint  to  which  it  relates;  and  the  clerk  must  keep  a  numerical  index  of  all  suchcr:- 
plaints,  which  index  itself  shall  be  a  record  of  the  office. 

In  the  investigation  of  accidents  on  rail  roads  the  party  injured  will  be  exapine-J;'  -' 
cases  wherever  practicable,  and  such  parh'  is  acquainted*  with  any  of  the  material  fact'Oi^ 
nected  with  the  accident,  so  will  the  engineer,  lookout  fireman,  and  conductor,  or  an;  oJ^iccr 
or  employee  of  the  train  under  similar  circumstances,  and  as  many  as  two  pa»*en'j;er-  vo 
each  material  fact  constituting  the  accident.  But  beyond  this,  other  witnesses  will  not  ^ 
summoned  nor  examined  at  tlie  expense  of  the  State,  and  such  other  witnesses  will  beexa'^ 
ined  only  at  the  expense  of  the  company,  or  of  the  party  injured,  br  of  the  partv  niakir; 
the  complaint. 
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APPENDIX    B. 


APPENDIX    B. 


CLASSIFICATION    OF    FREIGHT    OF    LOUISVILLE    &    NASH 

VILLE  RAILROAD. 


KXPLAKATION   OF  CHARACTERS. 

1  stands  for  First  Class. 

2  stands  for  Second  Glass. 

3  stands  for  Third  Class. 

4  stands  for  Fourth  Class. 

5  stands  for  Fifth  Class. 

I^  stands  for  Once-and-a-half  First  Class. 
D  1  stands  for  Double  First  Class. 

3  times  1  stands  for  Three  Times  First  Class. 

4  times  1  stands  for  Four  Times  First  Class. 

5  times  1  stands  for  Five  Times  First  Class. 

A,  B,  C  and  D  stand  for  Classes  A,  B,  C  and  D  respectively. 
L  C  L  stands  for  Less  than  Car-Load. 
C  L  stands  for  Car-Load. 

1RTICLK8    NOT    ENUMERATED   WILL  BE    CLASSED   WITH   SIMILAR    OR  ANALOGOUS 

ARTICLES. 

Articles  taking  the  rate  for  Class  "A"  when  shipped  in  car  loads  will, 
when  shipped  in  less  than  car  loads,  be  charged  Fifth  Class  rate  per  100 
pounds,  unless  the  shipment  at  Fifth  Class  will  amount  to  more  than  car- 
load rate ;  in  that  event  shipper  must  be  given  benefit  of  car-load  rate^ 


CLASS 


Accouterments 2 

Adds,  not  otherwise  specified,  own- 
er's risk D  1 

i  Add,  Sulphuric,  carrier's  risk D  1 

Acid,  Sulphuric,  owner's  risk .  LCL,      1 
Add,  Sulphuric,  owner's  risk .  C  L,      4 
i    Agricultural  Implements,  CL, 

owners  to  load  and  unload C 

I    Agrxcu  ltural  Implements,LCL 
I  owner's  risk  ordinary  breakage 

and  rubbing,  as  follows  : 

Clover  HuUers 1 

Com  shellers I 

Com  Mills 3 

Com  and  Cob  Crushers 3 

Com  Planters,  Horse 1)^ 

Corn  Planters,  Hand D  1 

Cotton  Planters,  packed 1 

Cotton  Planters,  set  up 1^ 

Cotton  Presses 4 

Cotton  Gins 4 

Cradles,  Grain,  set  up D  1 

Cradles,  Grain,  in  bundles 1 

Cultivators,  Sulky,  set  up D  1 

Cultivators,  Sulky,  knocked  down 

in  bundles 1)4 

Cultivators,  1 -horse  or  Hand 1)4 

Cultivators,  Garden D  1 

Evaporators D  1 

Fan  Mills 1)4 

Forks,  Hay  and  Manure 2 

Grain  Drills 1)4 

Grain  Drills,  knocked  down 1 

Harrows  and  Harrow  Frames. . .       1)-^ 

Hay  Elevators 1)4 

Hay  Presses,  knocked  down 4 

Hay  Presses,  set  up D  1 

Hemp  Machines 2 

Hoes,  in  bundles 2 

Hoes,  without  handles,  boxed 3 

Hominy  Mills 2 

Horse  Powers 1 

Mowing  Machines 2 

Plows,  set  up 1 

Plows,  knocked  down 2 

Plow  Handles  and  other  wood 
for  Implements,  knocked  down 
and  compact,  LCL 3 


CLASS 


Plow  Handles  and  other  wood  for 

Implements,  CL C 

Plow  Plates,  Points,  Wings,   and 

Steel 4 

Portable  Mills,  Burr-stone 

Rakes,  Hand,  in  bundles 

Rakes,  Horse 

Reapers,  and  Reapers  and  Mow- 
ers Combined 

Scrapers,  Road  and  Pond 

Scythes,  in  bundles 

Scythes,  in  boxes 

Scythe  Snaths 

Shovels 

Spades 

Smut  Machines 

Sorghum  Mills 

Sugar  Evaporators D 

Sugar  Furnaces 

Sugar  Trains,  large,  500  lbs.  and 

over,  well  boxed 

Straw  Cutters  and  Crushers 

Threshing  Machines  and  6  to  10- 
horse  Power,  with   Separator, 

estimated  at  6,000  lbs 

Thresher  and  4-horse  Power,  esti- 
mated at  4,000  lbs 

Thresher  and  Horse  Power,  with- 
out Separator,  actual  weight . . . 
Thresher  and  Separator,  without 
Horse  Power,  est.  at  2,500  lbs . . 
Thresher,  with  Railroad  or  End- 
less Chain  Horse  Power  actual 

weight 

Wheat  Fans 

Wheelbarrows    D 

Wheelbarrows,  knocked  down. . . 
Alcohol.     Same  as  Whisky. 
Ale  and  Porter,  in  glass,  owner's  risk 
Ale  and  Beer,  in  wood,  owner's  risk 
of  leakage  and  fermentation  ;  esti- 
mated weights,  bbl.  300  lbs.,  half 
bbl.  170  lbs.,  quarter  bbl.  95  lbs.. . 
Ale  Boxes,  Empty,  owner's  risk. . . . 

Alum 

Ammunition 

Anchors 

Anvils 

Apples,  Green,  owner's  risk,  LCL. 
Apples,  Green,  owner's  risk,  C  L. . . 
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VI 


CLASS 

Apples»  Dried.     See  Fruit,  Dried. . 

Apple  Butter,  in  wood 4 

Army  Baggage 2 

Asphaltum 4 

Axes 4 

Axe  Handles.     See  Handles. 

Axles,  Car 5 

Axles,  Carriage  and  Wagon 4 

Axle  Grease 4 


B 


Bacon,  packed 4 

Bacon,  loose,  owner's  risk  of  spoil- 
ing, LCL , 3 

Bacon,  loose,  owner's  risk  of  spoil- 
ing, C.  L 4 

Bagging 4 

Bags,  Cotton,  in  bales 2 

Bags,  used   or  to  be  used  for  pro- 
duce shipments  over  the  roads ....       5 

Baking  Powders 3 

Baling  Twine 4 

Bandboxes,  boxed,  owner's  risk D  1 

Bark  and  Cob  Mills 3 

Barley,     See  Grain. 

Barley,  Pearl 4 

Barrels,  Empty,    except  Coal    Oil, 

Ale  and  Beer,  LCL 1 

Barrels,  Empty,  Coal  Oil,  LCL...       4 
Barrels,  Ale  and  Beer,  100  lbs.,  Bar- 
rels, half,   Ale  and   Beer,  50  lbs., 

LCL 4 

Barrels,  Empty,  all  kinds,  C  L A 

Bary  tes 5 

Baskets D  1 

Bath  Tubs,  Tin,  single D  1 

Bath  Tubs,  Tin,  in  nests 1 

Bath  Tubs,  Wood,  lined 1 

Bath  brick 4 

Batting D  1 

Beans,  Dry 5 

Bed  Springs D  1 

Bed  Cord 5J 

Bee  Hives D  1 

Bee  Hives,  knocked  kown,  packed, 

or  in  bundles 3 

Beef,  Fresh.     See  Fresh  Meats. 
Beef  and  Pork,  in  barrels,  estimated 
at  330  pounds 5 


\ 


Beer  and  Ale.     See  Ale. 

Beeswax 

Beets,  owner's  risk 

Bells 

Bellows 

Belting , 

Berries 

Billiard  Tables,  boxed,  owner's  risk . 

Binder's  Boards 

Bird  Cages,  boxed 

Bitters,  in  glass 

Blacking,  in  barrels 

Black  Lead,  in  barrels 

Bleaching  Salts 

Blinds 

Blue  Vitrol 

Boilers.     See  Steam  Boilers. 

Boiler  Felting 

Boiler  Flues 

Bonnets,  owner's  risk 

Bones  and  Bone  Dust,  in  packages, 

LCL 

Bones,  car  loads 

Books 

Boots  and  Shoes 

Borax 

Bottles,  owner's  risk 

Boxes,  Empty,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied  

Boxes,  Ale,  Empty,  owner's  risk . . . 

Boxes,   Empty,  used  or  to  be  used 

for  produce  shipments  over  road.. 

Bran 

Brandy,  Domestic.    Same  as  W'skj*. 

Brandy,  except  domestic 

Bread 

Brick,  C  L 

Brick  Machines 

Brimstone 

Brooms 

Broom  Handles.     See  Handles. 

Broom  Corn,  compressed 

Brushes 

Buckets.     See  Wooden  ware. 

Buckwheat.     See  Grain. 

Buggies.     See  Vehicles. 

Buggy  Bodies 

Bungs 

Burlaps •  • 

Burning  Fluid,  owner's  risk 
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CLASS 


lutter,  LCL 2 

litter,  C  L 4 


Cabbage,  owner's  risk 5 

C^Lmphene,  owner's  risk  of  leakage. .       1 

Candles,  less  than  400  lbs a 

Candles,  400  lbs.  and  over 4 

Canned  Goods 4 

Cans,  Empty 3  times       1 

Caps 1 

Capstans 3 

Cards 1 

Carboys,  Empty,  owner's  risk,  LCL      1 
Carboys,  Empty,  owner's  risk,  C  L .       4 . 

Carpeting,  well  covered 1 

Carpet  Lining 2 

Cars,  5-foot  gauge,    or   their   own 
wheels,  as  follows  : 
12  wheel.  Passenger  or  baggage, 

20  cts,  per  mile. 
S  wheel,  Passenger  or  baggage, 

15  cts.  per  mile. 
i<  wheel,  Box  or  stock,  12  cts. 

per  mile. 
8  wheel.  Flats   or  Gondolas,  9 

cts.  per  mile. 
4  wheel,   Flats  or  Gondolas,  6 
cts.  per  mile. 
Carts.     See  Vehicles. 

Car  Grease 4 

Carriages.     See  Vehicles. 

Carriage  Springs  and  Boxes 3 

Carrots,  owner's  risk 5 

Car  Springs,   Volute    and   rubber, 

boxed 3 

Car  Springs,    Volute  and   rubber, 

loose 2 

Car  Springs,  Iron  and  Steel 4 

Car  Wheels  and  Axles •    5 

Casks,  Empty,  actual  weight D  1 

Casks,  Extra  Large.  ..Spec'l  Cont'ct 
Cabsia.    See  Spices. 

Catsup,  in  wood 4 

Catsup,  in  glass,  boxed,  owner's  risk .       1 

Cement,  LCL 5 

Cement,  C  L B 

Chain,  Cotton,  Woolen  &  Hempen .       2 
Chains,  loose,  not  otherwise  specified       2 


CLASS 

Chains,  in  cable 4 

Chains,  in  casks,  bbls.,  bxs.,  or  kgs . .  4 

Chain  Pumps,  wood 1}^ 

Chain  Pumps,  cast  iron 1 

Chair  Stuff,  in  rough,  LCL 3 

Chair  Stuff,  in  rough,  C  L C 

Chalk 1 

Charcoal,  in  bbls.  or  casks,  LCL..  4 

Charcoal,  CL B 

Cheese,  LCL 3 

Cheese,  C  L 4 

Chiccory 3 

Chimogene.    See  Coal  Oil. 
Chinaware.  in  boxes  or  barrels,  own- 
er's risk 1 

Chinaware,  in  hhds.,  casks,  crates, 

or  tierces,  owner's  risk 2 

Chocolate 2 

Churns : 1 

Cider,  in  wood,  owner's  risk  of 
freezing,   leaking,   or  fermenting, 

prepaid 4 

Cider  Mills  and  Presses 1 

Cigars,  boxed  and  strapped D  1 

Cinder,  C  L .•. . .  A 

Circular  Saw  Frames  and  Saws. ...  1^ 

Circular  Saw  Mills '  1 

Citron.     Same  as  Confectionery. 

Clay,  in  bxs.,  bbls.,  or  casks,  LCL..  5 

Clay,  CL A 

Clocks D  1 

Clock  Weights 3 

Clothes  Pins,  boxed 2 

Clothes  Wringers,  boxed 2 

Clothes  Lines 2 

Clothing 1 

Cfover  and  Grass  Seed,  LCL 2 

Clover  and  Gra.ss  Seed,  C  L 4 

Coal,  in  boxes,  barrels  or  casks,  L  C 

L 5 

Coal,  C  L S 

Coal  Buckets 1 

Coal  Tar,  in  bbls.,  C  L A 

Coal   Oil  or  its   Product,  carrier's 

risk  of  leakage,  LCL D  1 

Coal  Oil  or  its  Product,  carrier's 
convenience,  owner's  risk  of  leak- 
age, LCL 1 

Coal   Oil  or  its   Product,   carrier's 

risk  of  leakage,  CL 2 


VUl 


CLASS 


Coal   Oil  or   it8   Product,   owner*6 

risk  of  leakage,  C  L 

Cocoa 

Cocoa  Matting 

Coffee,  Extract  of 

Coffee,  Ground  or  Roasted 

Coffee,  Green,  single  sacks 

Coffee,  Green,  double  sacks 

Coffee  Mills 

Coffins 

Coke.     Same  as  Coal. 

Collars,  Horse 

Commissary  Chests  and  Stores. . . . 

Concentrated  Lye 

Confectionery 

Copperas 

Copper    Bottoms,    Copper    Plates, 

SheeU,  Bolts,  Pigs,  Rods 3 

Copper  in  boxes,  bbls.,  or  casks. ...       8 
Copper  and  Brass  Vessels,  in  boxes, 

barrels,  or  casks 2 

Copper  Stills D  1 

Copying  Presses 3 

Cordage 2 

Cork...^ 1 

Corn,  shelled.     See  Grain. 

Com,  in  ear.  L  C  L 5 

Com,  in  ear,  C  L C 

Cotton,  in  bales 1 

Cotton  Cards 1 

Cotton  Seed,  C  L •    A 

Cotton  Ties 4 

Cotton  Wavte 1 

Cotton  Waste,  pressed,  in  bales 3 

Cotton  Yarn,  in  bundles  or  bales ...       3 

Covers 1 

Cranberries 2 

Cream  Tartar 2 

Crackers 3 

Crockery.     Same  as  Earthenware. 

Crowbars 4 

Crucibles 1 

Currants,  Dried 2 

Cutlery 2 

Cutting  Boxes 1 


D 


Dates 

Deerskins.     Same  as  Hides. 


CLAl 


Demijohns,  owner^s  risk D  1 

Desiccated  Meats  and  Vegetables. . .  4 
Domestic  Sheetings,  Shirtings,  Tick- 
ings and  Denims 1 

Doors,  and  Door  Frames,  L  C  L. . .  1 

Doors,  and  Door  Frames,  C  L C 

Drag  Saws,  with  Horse  Power '2 

Drain  Tile,  owner's  risk 5 

Drain  Tile,  owner's  risk,  C  L A 

Drugs  and  Medicines 1 

Drums 4  times  1 

Dry  Goods 1 

Duck i 

Dye  Stuffs,  not  otherwise  specified  .  1 

Dye  Woods,  in  packages 2 

Dye  Woods,  in  sticks -^ 


E 


Earthenware,    in    crates,  casks,  or 

hhds,  owner's  risk 4 

Earthenware,  in  boxes  or  barrels, 

owner's  risk 2 

Earthenware,    loose,    owner's    risk. 

LCL 1 

Earthenware,   loose,    owner's    risk, 

CL C 

Edge  Tools 4 

Eggs,  packed,  owner's  risk i 

Emery i 

Engines,  Portable ^ 

Epsom  Salts '^ 

Equipage,     Camp,     Garrison,    and 

Horse 2 

Essence  of  Coffee I 

Excelsior 1 

ExtracU I 


Facing,  Iron  and  Coal,  in  barrels.. .  ^ 

Fans,  in  boxes 1 

Farina 1 

Feathers D  I 

Felting 1 

Fertilizers,  CL A 

Figs,  in  drums 1 

Figs,  in  casks  or  boxes ^ 

Fire  Brick,  CL A 

Fire-arms 1 


IX 


CLASS 

Tire  Crackers D  1 

r«  Works,  except  Torpedoes D  1 

fire  Tile,  owner's  risk 1 

Ftrc  Tile,  carrier's  risk  D  1 

r»h,  Fresh,  owner's  risk,  prepaid. .       1 

Tsh,  Pickled  or  Dried 4 

Fishing  Rods,  owner's  risk D  1 

Fax,  baled 2 

Flaxseed 2 

Flour,  in  bbls.,  estimated  at  200  lbs . .       5 

Fbur,  in  bags 6 

Forges,  Portable 4 

Forges,  Traveling,  est.  at  3,000 lbs.       3 

Fowls.     See  Poultry. 

Fruit,  Green,  not  Berries,  owner's 

risk.    Same  as  Apples. 
Frjit,  in  cans  or   glass,  or  Dried, 
owner's  risk,  of  damage  to  pack- 
age or  contents 4 

FtRNiTURK,  owner's  risk  of  rub- 
bing and  ordinary  breakage,  C  L . .      C 
FiRNiTURE,  except  Wood,  Splint, 
and  Rattan,  Cane  or  Stuffed  seat 
Chairs,  carrier's  risk  of  rubbing 

and  ordinary  breakage 3  times      1 

Flrniturb,   owner's  risk  of  rub- 
bing and  ordinary  breakage,  LCL, 
as  follows  : 
Bedsteads,    Rails,    Slats,  etc.,  in 

bundles,  unfinished 1 

Bedsteads  and  Tables,  common,  in 

bundles,  owner's  risk 1 

Bedsteads,  Bureaus,  Sofas,  Side- 
boards, Tables,  Washstands, 
Wardrobes,  and  other  Furni- 
ture, set  up,  closely  and  entirely 

wxed ; , .     1 

Steads  and  Wardrobes,  knock- 
ed down,  closely  and  entirely 

boxed 2 

Steads,  Bureaus,  Sofas,  Side- 
boards, Tables,  WashsUnds, 
Wardrobes,    and  other  Fumi- 

^re,  not  closely  boxed D  1 

»ed  Springs D  i 

Chairs,  except  Wood  Seat,  knock- 
ed down,  in  bundles 1 

I     ^bairs,     Wood     Seat,    knocked 

down,  in  bundles D  1 

Chairs,  Wood  Splint,  or  Rattan 


CLASS 


Scat 3  time*  1 

Chairs,  Cane  or  Stuffed  Seat.  .4 1.  1 

Chairs,  closely  and  entirely  bxd. .  1 
Chairs,    knocked    down,   closely 

and  entirely  boxed 2 

Mattresses D  1 

Furs D  1 

Fuse,  Safety 1 

Fustic 2 


Q 


Galvanized    Iron    Work,    LCL, 

special  contract 

Galvanized     Iron     Work,    owner's 

risk,CL C 

Game.     Same  as  Poultry. 

Garden  Seeds 1 

Gas  Fixtures 2 

Gas  Pipe,  owner's  risk,  LCL 3 

Gas  Pipe,  owner's  risk,  C  L  &  over.       5 

Ginger 2 

Ginseng 5 

Glass,  Plate,  and   Looking-glasses, 

owner's  risk D  1 

Glassware,  owner's  risk 3 

Glass,   Window,  24x36  and   under, 

owner's  risk 4 

Glass,  Window,  over  24x36,  owner's 

risk 1 

Glazed  Sash,  owner's  risk 1 

Glue 2 

Grain 3 

Granite    Bases    for    Grave  Stones, 

freight  prepaid  in  every  instance, 

guarantee  of  freight  not  accepted, 

owner's  risk 4 

Grapes,  owner's  risk 1 

Grass  and  Clover  Seed,  LCL 2 

Grass  and  Clover  Seed,  C  L 4 

Grass  and  Hemp  Mats 3 

Gravestones,  Marble,  freight  prepaid 

in  every  instance,    guarantee    of 

freight  not  accepted,  owner's  risk.       1 

Grease 4 

Grindstones,  owner's  risk  breakage.       5 
Groceries,  Assorted,  not  otherwise 

specified 2 

Gum,  Chewing 1 

Gums,  not  otherwise  specified 2 


CLASS 

<jun-cotton D   1 

Gunpowder  (see  Rule  26) D  1 

■Guns,  Rifles,  and  other  Fire-arms . .       1 

*Gunnj  Bags,  in  bales 4 

Gypsum  and  Plaster  of  Paris.    Same 
as  Land  Plaster. 


H 


Hair,  in  sacks 1 

Hair,  pressed,  in  bales 4 

Handles,  L  C  L 3 

Handles,  CL C 

Hardware,  not  otherwise  specified . .       2 

Hats 1 

Haversacks 1 

Hay  Knives 1 

Hay,  pressed,  so  as  to  load  10  tons 

to  the  car,  and  if  pressed  so  as  to 

;    load  less  than  10  tons  to  the  car, 

weight    to    be    estimated  on   the 

basis  of  10  tons  to  the  car,  L  C  L .       5 

Hay,  pressed,   to  load  10  tons  and 

over  to  the  car,  CL 6 

Hay,   not  pressed  so  as  to  load  10 
tons  to  the  car  will  be  charged  as 

10  tons,  CL 5 

Head  Lights D  1 

Henr^p,  in  bales  2 

Herring,  in  boxes 2 

Herring,  in  kegs 3 

Hides,  Dry,  loose 1 

Hides,  Dry,  in  bales 2 

Hides,  Green 3 

High  Wines.     See  Whisky. 

Hinges 2 

Hobby   Horses,  knocked   down,  in 

boxes  or  crates,  owner's  risk 1 

Hollow^ware.     Same  as  Stoves. 

Hominy 5 

Honey 2 

Hoofs.     Same  as  Bones. 

Hooks 2 

Hoop-poles.     See  Lumber. 
Hoops,  Wooden.     See  Lumber. 

Hops 2 

Horns.     Same  as  Bones. 
Horse  and  Mule  Shoes,  and  Horse- 
shoe Nails,  in  kegs  or  boxes 4 

Hose,  Rubber  or  Leather 2 


CLAS^ 

Hospital  Stores 2 

Household  Goods,  not  Furniture, 
well  boxed,  released,  L  C  L.  See 
Rule  10 1 

Household  Goods  and  Old  Furni- 
ture, with  or  without  Live  Stock, 
released  and  handled  by  owner, 
C  L.    See  Rule  10 C 

Husks,  in  bales ^ 

I 

Ice,  prepaid,  L  C  L 4 

Ice,  C  L B 

Ice  Chests 1 

Ice-cream  Freezers 1 

India-rubber  Goods 1 

Indigo 1 

Ink,  in  bottles,  packed 1 

Ink,  in  wood li 

Iron,  Band 4 

Iron,  Bar,  Boiler,  and  Jail  Plate 4 

Iron,  Bolts,  Washers,  Nuts  and  Riv- 
ets, in  boxes  or  kegs 4 

Iron  Ore,  C  L A 

Iron,  Pig,  200  miles  and  under,  C  L. .    A 
Iron,  Pig,  over  200  and  under  350 
miles,  C  L,  1  cent  per  ton  of  2,268 
lbs.  per  mile. 
Iron,  Pig,  over  350  miles,  C  L,  \ 
cent  per   ton    of   2,268    lbs.  per 
mile. 
Iron,  Bridge,  Scrap   and  Railroad, 
Railroad     Chairs,       Frogs     and 
Spikes,  Fish  Bars,  and  Fish  Bar 

Bolts,  C  L A 

Iron  Castings,  Light,  loose,  owncr*s 

risk i 

Iron  Castings,  heavy,  over  300  lbs. 

each,  owner's  risk * 

Iron  Castings,  in  boxes  or  casks... .      ^ 
Iron,  Hoop,  Sheet  and  Galvanized, 

owner's  risk  of  damage  by  rust ...      -* 
Iron,  Hoop.  Sheet  and  Galvanized, 

carrier's  risk  of  damage  by  rust . .      ^ 
Iron   Mantles    (boxed),  Grate  Bas- 
kets, Fronts,  Frames  and  Fenders, 

owner's  risk  of  breakage ■* 

Iron  Mantels  (boxed),   Grate  Bas- 
kets, Fronts,  Frames  and  Fenders, 


Xi 


CLASS 

carrier's  risk  of  breakage 2 

Iron  Railing,  carrier's  risk 2 

Iron  Railing,  owner's  risk 4 

Iron  Roofing sj 

Iron  Roofing,  boxed 4 

Iron  Safes,  less  than  1,000  lbs ..... .  2 

Iron  Safes,  1,000  lbs.  or  over 1 

Iron  Shutters  and  Doors 4 

Iron  Wedges  and  Sledges,  in  boxeb, 

barrels  or  casks 4 

J 

Jack  Screws 3 

Japanned    Ware 1 

JoLner's  Work,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied, owner's  risk 1 

Joiner's  Work,  owner's  risk,  C  L. . .  C 

Junk  and  Jute 4 


K 


Kerosene,  owner's  risk  of  leakage. . .       1 

Knapsacks 1 

Kettles,  Iron,  large,  owner's  risk. .  .       1 


Udders X)  1 

Lampblack,  in  casks,  bbls.  or  bxs . . .  2 

Umps ^  2 

Lanterns 1 

Lird 4 

Ut* 4 

Lith.    See  Lumber. 

^,  Pipe,  Bar  or  Sheet 3 

^.  in  casks  or  pigs 4 

^Acr,  loose 1 

father,  in  rolls  or  boxes 3 

^^»nons,  owner's  risk.     See  Rule  11  1 

^on  Syrup 1 

^htning  Rods,  in  bundles H 

^^e,  in  casks  or  bbls.,  L  C  L 5 

Lifne,C  L A 

^inestone  and  Granite  Bases  for 
Gravestones,  freight  prepaid  in 
every  instance,  guarantee  of  freight 

not  accepted,  owner's  risk 4 

Liquors,  in  glass  or  wood,  not  other- 

^'ij^  specified 1 


CLASS 


Lic^uorice H 

Lithograpic  Stones,  owner's  risk ...       2 

Live  Stock,  not  to  exceed  20,000  lbs., 
to  be  fed  by  owner  at  his  charge, 
and  to  be  released  as  per  contract 
(Form  114)  to  be  executed  by  ship- 
per and  the  authorized  agent  of 
the  Company,  CL S 

Live  Stock,  to  be  fed  by  owner  or 
at  his  expense,  a^d  to  be  released, 
as  per  contract  (Form  No.  114) 
to  be  taken  at  First-class  rates, 
weight  estimated  as  follows,  until 
amount  charged  shall  equal  car- 
load rate  :  L  C  L. 
One  Horse,  Mule  or  Horned  Ani- 
mal, 2,000  lbs 

Two  Horses,  Mules  or    Horned 

Animals,  3,500  lbs 

Each  additional  Horse,  Mule  or 

Horned  Animal,  1,000  lbs 

Stallions,  Jacks  and  Bulls,  3,000 

lbs.  each 

Yearling  Cattle,  1000  lbs.  each.. . 

Calves  and  Sheep,  1 75  lbs.  each .  . 

Calves  and   Sheep,  in  lots  of  5  or 

more,  150  lbs.  each 

Lambs,  100  lbs.  each 

Lambs,  in  lots  of  5  or  more,  75 

lbs.  each 

Hogs,  for  Market,  350  lbs.  each.  . 

Pigs  and  Stock  Hogs,  125  lbs.  ea. 

Pigs,  Hogs,  Sheep,    etc.,    boxed, 

actual  weight 

Live  Stock  not  released,  double  fore- 
going rates. 

Locomotives  and  Tenders,  5-foot 
guage,  on  their  own  wheels,  35 
cents  per  mile. 

Locomotive  T  ires 

Looking  Glasses,  owner's  risk D   1 

Logs.     See  Lumber. 

Lumber,  Dressed,  not  otherwise  spec- 
ified, and  Rough  Lumber,  includ- 
ing Lath,  Shingles,  Shingle  Bolts, 
Staves,  Stave  Bolts  and  Heading, 
Fence  Posts  and  Rails,  Telegraph 
Poles,  Hoops,  Hoop-poles,  Hub 
and  other  Rough  Blocks,  Timber, 
Tanbark,    Saw-logs,     and    other 


1 


:> 
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CLASS 

Logs,  Wood,  etc.,  not  over  28  feet 
loag,  C  L X 

Lumber,  etc.,  etc  ,  in  any  quantity. 
Over  28  feet  long Special  con. 

Lumber,  and  all  similar  freight,  in- 
cluding Coal,  Lime,  Brick,  Stone, 
etc.,  etc.,  will  be  taken  at  actual 
weight,  when  the  weight  can  be 
ascertained  ;  but  when  the  weight 
can  not  be  ascertaiiHd  will  be 
charged  at  estimated  weights.  This 
not  to  interfere,  however,  with  the 
DUTY  of  receiving  agent  to  weigh, 
if  possible,  and  correct  to  actual 
weight. 

ESTIMATED  WEIGHTS. 

To  be  used  when  actual  weights  can  not 
be  asertained  :                            Per  1,000  ft. 
Pine  and  Poplar,  thoroughly  sea- 
soned    3,000  lbs 

Pine  and  Poplar,  green 4,000  lbs 

Black  Walnut,  Ash,  dry 3,600  lbs 

Black  Walnut,  Ash,  partly  sea- 
soned  4,000  lbs 

Black  Walnut,  Ash,  green 4,500  lbs 

Oak,  Hickory,  Elm,  dry 4,000  lbs 

Oak,  Hickory,  Elm,  partly  sea- 
soned    6,000  lbs 

Oak,  Hickory,  Elm,  green 6,000  lbs 

All  other  kinds,  seasoned 4,000  lbs 

All  other  kinds,  green 6,000  lbs 

Hoop-poles,  Staves  a;id  Heading, 
dry,  car  loaded  to  depth  of  42 

inches 20,000  lbs 

Hoop-poles,  Staves  and  Heading, 
green,  car  loaded  to  depth  of 

36  inches 20,000  lbs 

Shingles,  green per  1,000     350  lbs 

Shingles,  dry «  300  lbs 

Spokes,  dry,    car    loaded  to  the 

depth  of  36  inches 20,000  lbs 

Spokes,  green,  car  loaded  to  the 

depth  of  30  inches 20,000  lbs 

Laths,  green per  1,000     630  lbs 

Laths,  green "  450  lbs 

Tanbark,  green per  cord  2,600  lbs 

Tanbark,  dry "        2,000  lbs 

Wood,  green "        3,500  lbs 


Wood,  dry per  cord 

Fehce  Posts  and  Rails,  and  Tele- 
graph Poles,  per  cord 

Clay per  cubic  yard 

Sand 

Gravel " 

Stone,  undressed,  per  cubic  foot. . 

Lime per  bushel 

Coal 

Coke 

Brick,  Common each 

Brick,  Fire 

M 


u 
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CLASI 

3,000  Ibi 

3,500  Ibi 

3,000  lbs 

3,000  Ibf 

3,200  Ib« 

160  Ibk 

80]b> 

76  lU 

40  1b> 

4Klb> 

6Ib> 


Macaroni 1 

Machinery  of  all  kinds,  not  other- 
wise specified,  owner's  risk 1 

Machinery,  owner's  risk,  C  L C 

Madder 3 

Malt     5 

Manila '2 

Marble,    wrought,      except    Grave 

Stones,  owner's  risk —       1 

Marble   Slabs,  unwrought,  owner's 

risk 2 

Marble,  in  blocks,  unwrought,  own- 

.  er's  risk ^ 

Marbles,  in  casks  or  boxes ^ 

Matches.    See  Rule  26 D  1 

Mattresses.     See  Furniture. 

Mattocks  and  Picks  ^ 

Mats  and  Rugs 1 

Meal.     Same  as  Flour. 

Measures,  Wooden 1 

Meats,  Fresh,  owner's  risk,  prepaid, 

LCL 1 

Meats,  Fresh,  owner's  risk,  prepaid, 

C  L 4 

Medical  Stores,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied       2 

Medicines .'      1 

Metallic  Coffins  1 

Millstuffs 5 

Mill  Stones,  in  rough 6 

Mill  Stones,  finished 3 

Millinery  Goods,  bxd.^  own.  risk.  ..D  1 
Mineral  Water,  in  glass,  own.  risk..  2 
Mineral  Water,  in  wood,  own.  ri^.  ^ 
Molasses,  owner's  risk  of  leakage. . .      -4 
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CLASS 


Holding 

Mops 

Moss,  in  sacks 

Xoss,  pressed,  in  bales 

Mouse  Traps 3  times 

Musical   Instrunients,   boxed,  own- 
er's risk 

Mastard,  Ground,  in  boxes 

Mustard  Seed 


N 


Nails,  in  bags 

Sttlsand  Spikes,  in  kegs  or  boxes. . 

Nuts,  Edible,  in  single  sacks 

Nuts,  Edible,  in  double  sacks,  casks, 
or  barrels 


3 
4 

1 

2 


O 


Oakum 4 

Oat  Meal 4 

Oats.     See  Grain. 

Oil  Cake,  CL A 

Oil  Cloth,  in  boxes,  12  ft.  or  over ....  1 

Oil  Cloth,  not  otherwise  specified.. .  2 
Oil,  Lard,   Linseed,    or  Castor,  in 

wood,  owner's  risk  of  leakage 3 

Oil,  except  Coal  Oil,  in  glass  or  cans, 

packed,  owner's  risk 1 

Onions,  owner's  risk 6 

Onion  Sets,  owner's  risk 2 

Oranges,  owner's  risk.   See  Rul«  11 .  1 

Ordnance  Stores 2 

0?  Yokes D  1 


Paintings,  boxed,  owner's  risk D  1 

Paints,  in  barrels  or  casks , 4 

Paints,  in  boxes  or  cans,  not  other- 
wise specified 2 

Paper,  in  boxes 1 

Paper  Stock,  ii^sacks 2 

Paper  Stock,  pressed,  in  bales 4 

Paper  Hangings 1 

Ptper,  Printing  and  Wrap'g,  L  C  L .  3 

Paper,  Wrappings  GL 4 

Paper  Bags 3 

Parsnips,  owner's  risk 6 


CLASS 

Pasteboard 3 

Peaches,  Dried.    Sec  Fruit. 

Peanuts,  L  C  L 2 

Peanuts,  C  L 4 

Peas,  Dry 5 

Pepper  Sauce 1 

Pepper  and  Spices,  in  bags 3 

Pepper  and  Spices,  in  boxes 2 

Petroleum,  Crude.     See  Coal  Oil. 

Pictures,  boxed,  owner's  risk D  1 

Picture  Frames^wner's  risk 1 

Pickles,  in  canA^rrels  or  casks 4 

Pickles,  in  glas^Cwner's  risk  of  dam- 
age to  package  or  contents 4 

Pipes,  in  boxes 2 

Pitch.    Same  as  Coal  Tar. 

Plaster,  Land,  CL A 

Plow  Handles,  and  other  Wood  for 
Implements,   knocked  down  and 

compact,  L  C  L 3 

Plow  Handles,  and  other  Wood  for 

Implements,  0  L C 

Plow   Plates,  Points,    Wings,    and 

Steel 4 

Porcelain  Ware,  in  boxes  or  barrels, 

owner's  risk 1 

Porcelain     Ware,  in    hhds,   casks, 

crates,  or  tierces,  owner's  risk 2 

Pork  and  Beef,  in  barrels,  estimated 

at  330  lbs , 5 

Portable  Engines 1 

Porter  and    Ale,  in  glass,  owner's 

risk 2 

Potatoes,  Irish  and  Sweet,  and  simi- 
lar roots,  not  otherwise  specified, 

ownfer's  risk 5 

Potash,  in  boxes  or  kegs 3 

Potash,  in  bbls.  or  hhds 4 

Poles,  Telegraph.     See  Lumber. 
Posts.    See  Lumber. 
Poultry,  dressed,  owner's  risk,  pre- 
paid        1 

Poultry,  Live,  actual  weight,  L  C  L .       1 
Poultry,    Live,  C  L.     Same  rates 
and  conditions  as  Live  Stock. 

Powder.    See  Rule  26 D   1 

Preserves  and  Meats,  in  cans  or  glass, 
owner's  risk  of  damage  to  package 

or  contents 4 

Printing  Presses 1 
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CLASS 

Printed  Matter,  in  sheets,  boxed 1 

Prunes 2 

Pumice  Stone,  in  packages 3 

Pumps,  Iron,  except  Chain  Pumps . .  2 
Pumps,     Wooden,    except     Chain 

Pumps 1 

Pumps,  Chain,  Wooden IK 

Pumps,  Chain,  Cast-iron 1 

Pump  Tubing,  Wooden 1 

Pumps  and  Pump  Tubing,  Wooden, 

owner's  risk,  C  L C 

Putty,  in  barrels,    cask^^xes,  or 

kegs .^r 4 

Q 

Qiiartermaster's  Stores 1 

Queensware.     Same    as    Earthen- 
ware. 

Quicksilver,  in  iron  flasks 1 

R 

Rags,  in  sacks 2 

Rags,  pressed,  in  bales 4 

Raisins,  strapped.     See  Rule  11 2 

Rat  Traps 3  times  1 

Red  Lead 4 

Refrigerators 1 

Retorts,  Clay,  owner's  risk  of  break- 
age   1 

Rice,  in  boxes,  kegs  or  bags 2 

Rice,  in  barrels  or  tierces 4 

Roofing,  bales  or  rolls 4 

Roofing,  Composition 4 

Roofing,  Slate 6 

Rope 2 

Rosin,  ift  boxes 2 

Rosin,  in  barrels 5 

Rubber  Belting,  Packing  and  Hose. .  2 
Rye.     Sec  Grain. 


s 


Sadirons 2 

Sadlery 2 

Saddle-trees,  not  boxed 1 

Saddle-trees,  boxed 2 

Saddles,  not  boxed 1 

Saleratus 4 


CLAS 

Salt,  in  barrels  or  sacks,  L  C  L.  . .    .        ii 

Salt,  in  barrels  or  sacks,  C.  L B 

Salt,  Table,  in>bags ;>• 

Salts,  Epsom 3 

Saltpetre :j 

Sand,  C  L a 

Sandpaper 2 

Sardines $ 

Sash  and  Doors 1 

Sash,  Glazed,  owner's  risk 1 

Sash  Weights :i 

Sauces,  not  otherwise  specified 1 

Sauerkraut,  owner's  risk,  prepaid ."> 

Saws,  on  boards y 

Saws,  Drag,  with  Horse  Power J 

Saws,  Circular,  with  Frame l}^ 

Saw  Mills,  Portable 1  * 

Saw-logs.    Sec  Lumber. 

Scales  and  Scale  Beams,  not  boxed. .       1 

Scales  and  Scale  Beams,  boxed :i 

Screens,  Wire 1 

Sc^'the  Stones H 

Seeds,  not  otherwise  specified 2 

Sewing  Machines,    boxed,  owner's 

risk 1 

Sewing   Machines,  boxed,  carrier's 

risk D  I 

Sieves 3  times      1 

Shingles.     See  Lumber, 

Shingle  Machines i 

Shoe  Pegs,  in  barrels  or  boxes 2 

Shoe  Pegs,  in  bags 1 

Shoe  Blacking,  in  barrels  or  boxes . .      '^ 

Shoe  Findings 1 

Shot,  in  bags,  not  taken. 

Shot,  in  kegs  or  boxes 4 

Show  Cases,  owner's  risk.  ..3  times     1 

Show  Cases,  carrier's  risk 5  times      1 

Shucks,  in  bales :i 

SignalStores 1 

Skins,  not  otherwise  specified 1 

Slate,  Roofing,  C  L A 

SnufT,  in  casks,  barrels  or  boxes 2 

Soap,  Castile  and  Fancy 2 

Soap,  Common,  in  boxes 3 

Soap,   in  shipments  of  600   lbs.  or 

over 4 

Soda 4 

Soda  Ash 4 

Spices,  in  bags •* 
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CLASS 


4 
1 
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^ices,  in  boxes 2 

»8pUtPeas 4 

%clter 4 

Starch 2 

Starch,  in  shipments  of  400  lbs.  or 

over 

Stationery 

Steam  Boilers,  Stationary,  28  feet  or 

under 1 

Steam  Boilers,  over  28  feet,  special 

contract. 
Staves.    See  Lumber. 

Steel 4 

Stone,  not  otherwise  specified,  LCL       5 

Stone,  Rough  or  Sawed,  C  L A 

Stone,  Building,  Dressed,  C  L C 

1  Stoneware.     Same  as  Earthenware. 
Stoves   and    Hollo\Vware,   carrier's 

risk,LCL 1 

Stoves  and     Hollowware,    owner's 

risk,  LCL 2 

Stoves  and  Hollowware,  C  L,  not 
k$s  than  20,000  lbs.  to  one  con- 
signee, carrier's  risk 3 

Stoves  and  Hollowware,  C  L,  not 
less  than  20,000  lbs.  to  one  con- 

4gnee,  owner's  risk 4 

Stove  Furniture 1 

Stove  Blacking 2 

Stove  Pipe 1 

Straw.    Same  as  Hay. 

StrawGoods D   1 

Subsistence    Stores,    not   otherwise 

specified 3 

%ar,  in  bags 2 

^^,  except  in  bags 4 

S^«ach,  in  packages 1 


1 


Tacks 2 

Tallow... 4 

Tinbark,  Ground,  in  packages,  LCL  5 
Tanbark.    See  Lumber. 

Tv 4 

Tq 1 

Taits  and  Tent  Poles 2 

^ent  Pins 3 

Terra  Cotta,  packed,  owner's  risk.. .  .  6 

Terra  Cotta,  loose,  own.  risk,  C  L..  C 


CLAS.S 

Terra  Japonica 3 

Tile,  Drain,  owner's  risk 5 

Tile,  Drain,  owner's  risk,  C  L A 

Tile,  Patent,  carrier's  risk D  1 

Tile,  Patent,  owner's  risk 1 

Tin,  Plateor  Block '. 4 

Tinware,  boxed 1 

Tinfoil,  in  boxes 2 

Tobacco,  Cut,  in  bbls.,  boxes  or  bales  1 
Tobacco,  Manufactured,  in  boxes  or 
kegs,  owner's   risk  of  damage  by 

wet a 

Tobacco,  Manufactured,  in  boxes  or 

kegs, earner's  risk  of  damage...  1 

Tobacco  Leaf,  in  boxes  or  hhds. ..."  4 

Tobacco  Screws 1 

Tools,  Mechanics',  boxed 2 

Tow,  in  bales 2 

Toys,  boxed 1^. 

Traveling  Bags 1 

Trees    and     Shrubbery,    boxed    or 

baled,  owner's  risk 1 

Trucks 1 

Trunks,  in  nests,  or  filled  with  Mer- 
chandise,  owner's  risk  of  damage 
to  package  by  rubbing  or  chafing. .  1 
Trunks,  in  nests  or  otherwise,  car- 
rier's risk 3  times  1 

Trunks,  Empty,  owner's  risk  of  dam- 
age by  rubbing  or  chafing D  1 

Tubs.     See  Woodenware. 

Turnips,  owner's  risk 5 

Turpentine,  owner's  risk  of  leakage.  1 

Twine I 

Type 2. 

u 

Umbrellas,  boxed 1 

V 

Varnish,  owner's  risk  of  leakage ....       1 

Vegetables,  in  cans  or  glass,  owner's 
risk  of  damage  to  package  or  con- 
tents         4 

Vegetables,  not  otherwise  specified, 
prepaid 1 

Vehicles,  all  kinds,  owner's  risk, 
CL C 
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CLASS 

Vehicles,  all  kinds,  not  boxed, 
owner's  risk  of  chafing,  fire,  weath- 
er, and  breakage,  L  C  L,  at  esti- 
mated weight,  as  follows 1 

Stage  Coaches,    Omnibuses    and 

extra  large  Wagons,  6,000  lbs. 
An  ordinary  Two-horse  Carriage, 
Hack,  Spring  or  Farm  Wagon, 
3,000  lbs. 
A   Ont-horse    Buggy,    Cart,    or 
Spring  Wagon,   without  Top, 
1,500  lbs. 
A    One-horse   Buggy,     Cart    or 
Spring     Wagon,     with     Top, 
2,(k)0  lbs. 
A  Gig  or  Sulky,  1,000  lbs. 
A  Lumber  or   Farm  Wagon,  or 
Cart,  taken  apart,  actual  weight. 
Vehicles   of    all   kinds,    entirely 
boxed,   at    owner's    risk,     actual 

weight D  1 

Vehicles,  all  kinds,  carrier's  risk, 
double  the  foregoing  rates . 

Veneering,  not  boxed 1 

Veneering  boxed 2 

Veripicelli 1 

Vinegar,  owner's  risk,  prepaid 6 

Vises,  Iron 2 

Vitriol » 


w 


Wadding D   1 

Wagons  and  Buggies,  Children's,  not 

boxed,  owner's  risk D  1 

Wagons  and   Buggies,    Children's, 

and  Hobby  Horses,  knocked  down, 

in  boxes  or  crates,  owner's  risk ...       1 
Wagons.     See  Vehicles. 
Wagon     Felloes,    Bows,     Wheels, 

Shafts,  Spokes  and  Hubs.  L  C  L.       3 
Wagon     Felloes,     Bows,    Wheels, 

Shafts,  Spokes  and  Hubs,  C  L C 

Wagon  Springs,  Skeins  and  Boxes . .      3 

Washing  Machines  D   1 

Water  Coolers,  boxed,  own .  risk 1 

Water  Pipe,  owner's  risk,  L  C  L. . .       3 
Water  Pipe,  owner's  risk,  C  L  and 

over 5 

Wax 1 


d.AS< 

Whalebone 1 

Whips I 

Wheat.    See  Grain: 

Whiting ..  4 

Whisky,  in  barrel  packages,  10  bar- 
rels and  over,  value  limited  to  $1 

per  gal.,  owner's  risk  of  leakage .  .  4 
Whisky,  in  wood,     not    otherwise 

bpecified,  own.  risk  of  leakage ....  3 

Whisky,  in  boxes 1 

White  Lead  and  Zinc  Paints 4 

Willowware I>    1 

Wine,  Domestic,  same  as  Whisky. 

Wine,  except  Domestic 1 

Window  Frames,  own.  risk,  L  C  Lr .  I 

Window  Frames,  owner's  risk,  C  L .  C 

Wire  Cloth I 

Wire,  Fencing  and  Telegraph 3 

Wire  Screens 1 

Wire  Rope 3 

Wire,  not  otherwise  specified 2 

Wood  Screws,  in  casks  or  boxes. ...  I 

Wood,  in  shape,  not  boxed,  not  other- 
wise specified 2 

Woood,  in  shape  boxed,  not  other- 
wise specified 3 

Wood,  in  shape,  not  otherwise  spec- 
ified, C  L C 

Wood.    See  Lumber. 

Woodenware,  owner's  risk  of  dam- 
age by  rubbing  or  ordinary  break- 
age, LCL I 

Woobenware,  owner's  risk  of  dam- 
age by  rubbing  or  ordinary  bseak- 
age,  C  L C 

Woodenware,  carrier's  risk D  1 

Wool 1 


Yarn,  Carpet  and  Woolen,  pressed, 

in  bales 

Yarn,  Cotton,  pressed,  ia  bales. . .  . 

Yeast,  in  wood  

Yeast  Powders 


1 
3 
3 
3 


Zinc,  in  rolls,  sheets  or  pigs 

Zinc,  in  casks  and  cases 

Zinc  Paints 


3 
4 
4 
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I       Rule  8.    Coal  oil,  furniture,  hoop,  sheet  and  galvanized  iron,  iron  mantels  (boxed) ,  grate 

baskets,  fronts,  frames  and  fenders,  iron  railing,  joiner's  work,  manufactured  tobacco,  patent 

fire  tile,  sewing  machines,  show  cases,  stoves  and  hollow  ware,  sulphuric  acid,  trunks,  vehi- 

^  des,  and  wooden  ware  will  be  carried  at  the  lower-class  rate  given  only  when  shipped  at 

'  owner's  risk  of  damage  bj  breakage,  chafing,  leiakage,  mold,  rust  or  wet    When  shipped  at 

risk  of  carrier,  the  higher  rate  will  be  charged.    Shippers  must  be  careful  to  indicate  in  their 

shipping-bills  which  rate  they  desire,  and  the  property  will  be  billed  accordingly.     If  the 

lower  rate  is  accepted,  the  notation  "Ship  at  our  risk  of  damage  by  breakage,  chiUing,  leak- 

ige,  mold,  rust  or  wet,"  as  the  case  may  be,  must  be  inserted  in  the  shipping-bill,  and  be 

ngned  by  shipper.    In  the  absence  of  such  notation  the  higher  rate  will  invariably  be 

charged. 

Rule  9.  Acids,  agricultural  implements,  ale,  beer  and  porter,  ale  boxes,  apples,  bacon, 
[loose),  bandboxes,  billiard-tables,  bonnets,  bottles,  burning-fluids,  cabbage  and  all  other  ar- 
ticles enumerated  in  classification  at  "owner's  risk,"  and  not  classified  at  "carrier's  risk," 
when  taken  at  the  rate  indicated,  are  carried  at  owner's  entire  risk  of  damage  by  break- 
age, chafing,  leakage,  fermenting,  decay,  must,  heating,  rust  or  wet,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
muslin  every  instance  be  so  receipted  for.  If  taken  at  carrier's  risk  of  damage,  twenty-five 
per  cent  will  be  added  to  rate  indicated. 

Rule  10.  Articles  noted  in  classification  "released,"  must  be  so  receipted  for  by  agent, 
and  releases  in  the  usual  form  taken.  Should  the  shipper  refuse  to  execute  such  release 
double  the  released  rate  will  be  charged. 

Rule  11.  This  Company  will  not  be  accountable  for  loss  or  deficiency  of  nuts  shipped 
io  bags,  nor  for  a  deficiency  of  lemons  or  oranges  in  boxes  if  not  covered  with  canvas,  nor 
for  a  deficiency  of  raisins  unless  in  packages  of  not  less  than  three  boxes  well  strapped,  nor 
.for  a  deficiency  of  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes,  hats,  caps  or  straw  goods  unless  packages  are 
properly  strapped  when  shipped. 

Rule  26.  This  Cofnpany  will  not  receive  gunpowder,  matches,  and  like  combustible 
articles  for  shipment  unless  the  character  of  the  contents  is  plainly  marked  upon  the  pack- 
age and  fully  described  on  the  bill  of  lading.  All  persons  procuring  the  shipment  of  such 
freight  by  fraud  or  concealment  will  be  held  responsible  for  any  damage  which  may  arise 
from  it  while  in  the  custody  of  this  Company. 

Rule  28.  All  shipments  less  than  100  pounds  will  be  charged  for  actual  weight,  as  per 
classification  and  rate ;  provided,  that  no  single  shipment,  however  small,  wfll  be  taken  at 
less  than  25  cents. 

I^Ton  weight  is  two  thousand  pounds. 

OTThis  Corporation  reserves  the  right  to  change  any  of  the  foregoing  rates,  classes  or 
o)nditions,  at  its  pleasure. 

JOHN  M.  GULP,  Gen'l  Freight  Ag't, 

Louisville,  "Ey. 
THEO.  WELCH,  Gen'l  Freight  Ag't, 

MONTOOHEKT,  AlA. 

ANDREW  BROADDUS,  Assist.  Gen'l  Freight  Ag't, 

Louisville,  Et. 


APPENDIX    C 


CLASSIFICATION. 


Ad&pted  hy  Convention  of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steamship  Aasocia- 
tiouj  held  in  Atlanta j  Ga.^  November  S6th  to  28th^  1878 j  for  the  use  of 
all  lAnes  from  Eastern  and  Western  points  to  all  points  Southj  with 
revisions  to  date  hy  Bate  Committee^  taking  effect  August  Ist^  1881. 
Applies  also  from  Southern  points. 

VIRGIL  POWERS, 

General  Commissioner, 
Macon,  Ga.,  July  25th,  1881. 


EXPLANATION  OF  CHARACTERS. 


1  itands  for  First  Class. 

:!  stands  for  Second  Class. 

3  stands  for  Third  Class. 

\  stands  for  Fourth  Class. 

islands  for  Fifth  Class. 

^''  stands  for  Sixth  Class. 

iVj  stands  for  1^  times  First  Class. 

Dl  stands  for  Double  First  Class. 


3T1  stands  for  Three  Times  First  Class. 

4T1  stands  for  Four  Times  First  Class. 

A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G  and  H  stand  for  Classes  A, 

B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G  and  H,  respectively. 
S  stands  for  Special. 
L  C  L  stands  for  Less  than  Car  Load. 
C  L  stands  for  Car  Load. 
N.  O.  S.  stands  for  Not  Otherwise  Specified. 


Articles  not  enumerated  luill  be  classed  with  similar  or  analogous  articles. 


SHIPPING   RULES. 

Rule  A. — All  goods  will  be  charged  local  rates  unless  shipped  on  through  Bills  of 
Uiing. 

Rule  B. — No  single  shipment,  however  small,  will  be  taken  for  less  than  the  class  rate 
<>rlOO  pounds  nor  for  less  than  25  cents,  should  the  class  rate  for  100  pounds  be  lower. 

Rule  C— Ton  weight  is  8,000  pounds. 

Rule  D. — The  right  to  change  any  of  the  foregoing  rates,  classes  or  conditions  at  plea- 
'^^re,  is  reserved. 

Rule  E. — i9^Letter  "S"  opposite  an  article  indicates  that  it  is  Special.  In  all  cases 
*i^ere  a  rate  is  not  given  in  tariff  on  Special  Articles,  such  articles  are  subject  to  special 
ontract  to  be  made  by  agreement  between  the  Lines  in  interest. 

Rule  F. — |§^Lumber,  Coal,  Lime,  Brick,  Stone  and  all  articles  for  which  estimated 
^eights  are  given  in  Classification,  (except  Live  Stock,  Vehicles,  Ale  and  Beer  and  empty 
Ale  and  Beer  packages,  L.  C.  L.)  will  be  taken  at  actual  weight  when  the  weight  can  be  as* 
cfrtained;  but  when  the  weight  cannot  be  ascertained  will  be  charged  at  estimated  weights. 
^»  not  to  interfere,  however,  with  the  duty  of  Receiving  Agent  to  weigh,  if  possible,  and 
correct  to  actual  weight. 
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ESTIMATED   WEIGHTS. 
To  he  used  when  actual  weights  cannot  he  ascertained. 


Per  1,000  ft. 
White   Pine   and   Poplar,  thor- 
oughly seasoned 3,000  lbs. 

White  Pine  and  Poplar,  green. . .  4,000 
Yellow    Pine,     Black    Walnut, 

Ash,  seasoned 4,000 

Yellow    Pine,     Black    Walnut, 

Ash,  green 4,500 

Oak,  Hickory,  Elm,  seasoned . . .  4,500  " 
Oak,  Hickory,  Elm,  green 6,000 

All  other  kinds  Lumber,  sea- 
soned   4,000 

All  other  kinds  Lumber,  green. .  6,000 
Hoop-poles,  Staves  and   Head-PerC&r 
ing,  dry,  car  loaded  to  depth  of 

42  inches 20,000 

Hoop-poles,  Staves  and  Head- 
ing, green,  car  loaded  to  depth 
of  36  inches 20,000 
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Shingles,  green per  1,000 

Shingles,  dry 

Lath,  g^een 

Lath,  dry 

Tan  Bark,  green per  cord 

Tan  Bark,  dry 

Wood,  green 

Wood,  dry 

Fence  Posts  and  Rails  and  Tele- 
graph Poles " 

Clay per  cubic  yd. 

Sand 

Gravel " 

Stone,  undressed . . . .per  cubic  ft. 

Lime per  bushel 

Coal 

Coke 


350  lU 

300    '^ 

530    • 

450     * 

a,ooo  • 

2,OO0     • 

3,500   - 

3,000    - 

3,500   - 

3,000   - 

3,000 

3,200 

160   " 

SO   - 

80     ♦ 

40   •• 

NOTES  REFERRED  TO  IN  OLASSIFIOATION. 


Note  1.  Vehicles  designed  for  transportation  at  carrier's  risk  must  be  properly  pro- 
tected by  sufficient  covering  or  packing,  from  all  liabilities  to  injury  from  fire,  weather, 
chafing  or  other  injury. 

NoTB  2.     Special  arrangements  not  in  violation  of  agreed  rates  must  be  made  before 
shipping  heavy  Machinery  and  Castings,  Engines,  Boilers,  Agricultural  Implements  and 
other  articles  of  a  bulky  nature,  and  all  other  articles  weighing  over  2,000  pounds — for  whkh 
the  following  prices  may  be  charged  for  handling,  in  addition  to  regular  Tariff  Rates  : 
Under  2,000  lbs.,  no  charge  for  extra  handling. 

2,000  pounds,  and  under  3,000  pounds $3  00  for  extra  handling. 

3,000        "        "        "      4,000  pounds 5  00  for  extra  handling. 

4,000        "        "        "      5,000  pounds 7  00  for  extra  handling. 

6,000        "        "        "      6,000  pounds 8  00  for  extra  handling. 

6,000        *'        "        "      7,000  pounds 10  00  for  extra  handling, 

7,000  *'  and  over,  special  contract  must  be  made. 
Note.  3.  All  packages  offered  for  shipment  must  be  plainly  marked  with  ink. 
Note  4.  It  is  understood  that  where  consignees,  or  their  agents,  sign  receipts  for 
freights,  "In  Good  Order  and  Condition,"  that  this  clear  receipt  releases  tlie  Line  from 
all  claims  for  concealed  loss  or  damages.  It  is  the  duty  of  consignees,  or  their  agents,  in  re- 
ceiving freights,  before  singning  the  freight  receipts  to  examine  the  packages,  and  where  thev 
are  not  in  good  order  and  condition  to  so  write  on  the  freight  receipt  before  signing.  Their 
failure  to  do  so  releases  the  Line  from  claims  for  concealed  loss. 

Note  5.  Shipments  by  Sea  Lines  of  Camphbnb,  Burning-Fluid,  Kerosene, 
Acids,  Turpentine,  Petroleum,  Gunpowder  and  Lime,  will  only  be  taken  at  owner» 
risk  by  sail,  (or  at  steamer's  option)  and  thence  by  rail  through. 

Note  6.  Special  arrangements,  not  in  violation  of  agreed  rates,  must  be  made  for  ship  • 
ments  of  Hay  or  Straw,  and  empty  barrels  by  steamships,  as  steamers  receive  at  their 
option. 


xxm 


\ 


7.*  Shipper's  Rblease. — Shippers  desiring  to  have  the  benefit  of  Reduced  Re- 
leased Rates,  shall  endorse  on  Bills  of  Lading,  or  original  shipping  receipts  upon  which 
the  property  is  to  be  forwarded  the  words,  over  their  own  or  their  agent's  signature,  "Shipped 
It  Owner's  Risk,"  and  this  endorsement  shall  be  made  only  by  the  shippers  or  their  agents, 
33d  shall  constitute  a  perfect  release  to  the  Transportation  Companies. 

Note  8.  Car  Load  Rates. — A  car  load  is  estimated  at  20,000  pounds,  unless  other- 
vIk  provided  for  in  Classification,  and  Applies  to  one  Shipment  to  one  Consignee  of  one 
class  of  freight,  to  secure  Reduced  Rates  where  provided  for  by  the  Classification.  Agents 
&iould  have  no6ce  of  the  shipment,  and  entry  be  made  on  the  Bills  of  Lading — "Car  Load 
Rates,"  which  should  be  signed  by  the  Agent.  Where  "Car  Load  Rates"  are  given,  pro  rata 
vhirgewill  be  made  for  excess  weight. 

Note  9.  Peruvian  Guano,  Soluble  Pacfic  Guano,  Pure  Ground  Bone,  Dissolved  Bones, 
Fine  Ground  Plaster,  Fish  Guano,  Navassa  Guano,  Navassa  Guano  lump,  South  Carolina 
Phosphate  lump.  South  Carolina  Phosphate  ground,  Alta  Vela  Guano,  Bone  Black,  Tank 
SmS;  Fish  Scraps  and  Castor  Pomace,  are  classed  as  Commercial  Fertilizers  and  will  be  ear- 
ned in  any  quantity  at  rates  to  be  agreed  on  between  Lines  interested.  German  Potash,  Mu- 
riate of  Potash,  NitreCake,  Nitrate  of  Soda,  Sulphate  of  Potash,  Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  Sul- 
phate of  Soda  and  Salt  Cake,  when  intendedfor  Fertilizers,  and  shipped  in  quantities  a€  not 
W^s  than  ten  tons  to  one  consignee,  will  be  carried  at  rates  to  be  agreed  upon  between  Lines  in- 
terested ;  for  class  when  shipped  in  quantities  of  less  than  ten  tons,  see  class  opposite  each  of 
the  articles  in  Classification.  The  following  in  car  load  quantities  will  be  carried  at  rates  to 
De  agreed  upon  between  Lines  interested  :  Bones  and  Bone  Dust,  Brick,  Cement,  Coal  and 
Coke,  Cotton  Seed,  Fire  Brick,  Fire  Clay  Granite  and  Marble  (rough),  Ice,  Iron  (Raiload), 
Laths,  Lumber,  Ores  (Copper  and  Iron),  Sand,  Soap  Stone  (crude).  Pitch,  Rixe  in  merchant- 
able packages,  Rosin,  Shingles,  Slate  (Roofing),  Staves,  Turpentine  (crude  aad  spirits),  Tar. 


*The  attention  of  Agents  is  specially  called  to. Notes  7  and  10. 

[Note  10.] 
EXTRACTS  FROM   THE 

REVISED  STATUTES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

GOVERNING   STEAMBOAT   SERVICE. 

Sec.  4278.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  to  transport,  carry,  or  convey,  ship,  deliver  on  board, 
*cause  to  be  delivered  on  board,  the  substance  or  article  known  or  designated  as  nitro-glycer- 
i^or  glynoin  oil,  nitroleum  or  blasting  oil,  ot  nitrated  oil,  or  powder  mixed  with  any  such  oil 
'^i'&ber  saturated  with  any  such  article  or  substance,  upon  or  in  any  vessel  or  vehicle  used  or 
QDployed  in  transporting  passengers  by  land  or  water,  between  a  place  in  any  foreign  country 
^nda  place  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  Territory,  or  District  of  the  United  States,  or  be ' 
^*eena  place  in  one  State,  Territory,  or  District  of  the  United  States,  and  a  place  in  any  other 
State,  Territory,  or  District  thereof. 

*Sec  4279.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  to  ship,  send,  or  forward  any  quantity  of  the  substances 
'Cuticles  named  in  the  preceding  section,  or  to  transport,  convey,  or  carry  the  same  by  a  ves- 
k1  or  vehicle  of  any  description  upon  land  or  water,  between  a  place  in  a  foreign  country  and, 
<  place  within  the  United  States,  or  between  a  place  in  one  State,  Territory  or  District  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  place  in  any  other  State,  Territory  or  District  thereof,  unless  the  same 
^l  be  securely  inclosed,  deposited,  or  packed  in  a  metallic  vessel  surrounded  by  plaster  of 
'^vii,  or  other  material  that  will  be  non -explosive  when  saturated  with  such  oil  or  substance, 
^d  separate  from  all  other  substances,  and  the  outside  of  the  package  containing  the  same  be 


marked,  printed  or  labeled  in  a  conspicuous  manner  yrith  the  words  "Nitro-glycerine,  dan- 
gerous." 

*Sec.  4472.    No  loose  hay,  loose  cotton,  or  loose  hemp,  camphene,  nitro-gljrcerine, 
naphtha,  benzine,  benzole,  coal  oil,  crude  or  refined  petroleum,  or  other  like  explosive  burning 
fluids,  or  like  dangerous  articles,  shall  be  carried  as  freight  or  used  as  stores  on  any  steamer 
carrying  passengers,  nor  shall  baled  cotton  or  hemp  be  carried  on  such  steamers  unless  the 
bales  are  compactly  pressed,  and  thoroughly  covered  with  bagging  of  similar  fabric,  and  se- 
cured with  good  rope  or  iron  bands  ;  nor  shall  gunpowder  be  carried  on  any  such  vessel  ex- 
cept under  special  license;  nor  shall  oil  of  vitriol,  nitric  or  other  chemical  acids  be  carried  oo 
such  steamers  except  on  the  decks  or  guards  thereof,  or  in  such  other  safe  part  of  the  vessel 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  inspectors.    Refined  petroleum,  which  will  not  ignite  at  a  tem- 
perature less  than  one  hundred  and  ten  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  thermometer,  may  be  carried 
on  board  such  steamers  upon  routes  where  there  is  no  other  practicable  mode  of  transport- 
ing it,  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  board  of  supervising  inspec- 
tors, with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  oil  or  spirits  of  turpentine  may 
be  carried  on  such  steamers  when  put  up  in  good  metallic  vessels  or  casks,  or  barrels  well 
and  securely  bound  with  iron  and  stowed  in  a  secure  part  of  the  vessel;  and  friction  matches 
may  be  carried  on  such  steamers  when  securely  packed  in  strong  tight  chests  or  boxes,  the 
covers  of  which  shall  be  well  secured  by  locks,  screws  or  other  reliable  fastenings,  and 
stowed  in  a  safe  part  of  the  vessel  at  a  secure  distance  from  any  fire  or  heat.    All  such  other 
provisions  shall  be  made  on  every  steamer  carrying  passengers  or  'freight,  to  guard  again^t 
and  extinguish  fire,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec  4473.  Every  bale  of  cotton  or  hemp  that  shall  be  shipped  or  carried  on  any  pass- 
senger  steamer,  without  conforming  to  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  a  penalty  of  five  dollars,  and  shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  sale  to  secure  the  payment 
of  such  penalty. 

Sec.  4475.     All  gunpowder,   nitro-glycerine,   camphene,  naphtha,  benzine,  benzole, 
coal-oil,  crude  or  refined  petroleum,  oil  of  vitriol,  nitrid  or  other  chemical  acids,  oil  or  spirits 
of' turpentine,  friction  niatches,  and  all  other  articles  of  like  character,  when  packed  or  put 
up  for  shipment,  shall  be  securely  packed  and  put  separately  from  each  other  and  from  all 
other  articles;  and  tne  package,  box,  cask  or  other  vessel  containing  the  same  shall  be  dis- 
tinctly marked  on  the  outside,    with   the    name   or  description  of  the  article  contained 
therein. 

*Sbc.  4476.  Every  person  who  packs  or  puts  up,  or  causes  to  be  packed  or  pnt  up  for 
shipment,  any  gunpowder,  nitro-glycerine,  camphene,  naphtha,  benzine,  benzole,  cos!  oil, 
crude  or  refined  petroleum,  oil  of  vitriol,  nitric  or  other  chemical  acids,  oil  or  spirits  of  turpen- 
tine, friction  matches,  or  other  articles  of  like  character  otherwise  than  as  directed  by  the 
preceding  section,  or  who  knowingly  ships  or  attempts  to  ship  the  same,  or  deliver  the  same 
to  any  such  vessel  as  stores,  unless  duly  packed  and  marked,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  or  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  eighteen  months,  or  both;  one-half  of  the  fine  to  go  to  the  informer,  and  the  arti- 
cles to  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfiAture. 


*Sec.  5353.  Every  person  who  knowingly  transports,  or  delivers  or  causes  to  be  de- 
livered, nitro-glycerine,  nitroleum  or  blasting  oil,  or  nitrated  oil,  or  powder  mixed  with  uiy 
such  oil,  or  fiber  saturated  with  any  such  substanee  or  article,  on  board  any  vessel  or  vehicle 
whatever,  employed  in  conveying  passengers  by  land  or  water  between  any  place  in  a  for- 
eign country  and  any  place  within  the  United  States,  or  between  a  place  in  one  State,  Terri- 
tory, or  District  of  the  United  States,  and  a  place  in  any  other  State,  Territory  or  district 
thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  nor  more  than  ten 
thousand  dollars;  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  informer. 

*Sbc.  5354.     When  the  death  of  any  person  is  caused  by  the  explosion  of  any  quanti- 
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of  such  articles^  or  either  of  them,  while  the  same  is  being  placed  upon  any  vessel  or  vehi- 
S)  to  be  transported  in  violation  of  the  preceding  section,  or  while  the  same  is  being  so 
nsported,  or  while  the  same  is  being  removed  from  such  vessel  or  vehicle,  every  person 
ikaknowinglj  placed  or  aided,  or  permitted  the  placing  of  such  articles  upon  such  vessel  or 
dkle,  to  be  so  transported,  is  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  shall  suffer  imprisonment  for  a 
rlod  not  less  than  two  years. 

*Sbc  5355.  Bvery  person  who  knowingly  ships,  sends  or  forwards  any  quantity  of  the 
fticles  mentioned  in  section  fifty-three  hundred  and  fifty -three,  or  who  transports  the  same 
^iny  mode  of  conveyance  upon  land  or  water,  between  any  of  the  places  specified  in  that 
edon,  unless  articles  be  securely  enclosed,  deposited  or  packed  in  a  metallic  vessel  sur- 
nnded  by  plaster  of  Paris,  or  other  non-explosive  material  when  saturated  with  such  oil, 
led  separated  from  all  other  substances,  and  the  outside  of  the  package  to  be  marked,  printed 
9r  labeled,  in  a  conspicuous  manner  with  the  words  "Nitro-glycerike,  Dangerous," 
fall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars; 
Bw-half  to  the  use  of  the  informer. 


CLASSIFICATION. 
Concerning  Released  Rates,  See  Note.  7. 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  re- 
lea  S'D 


^ccouterments,  Military 1 

Acidjj,  not  otherwise  specifiedD  1 

'^a<is,  Carbolic 3 

•^cid!,  Muriatic  and  Sulphur- 
ic, in  carboys,  boxed,  L  C 
^Jliip's  option.  See  Notes 
'and  10 D  1 

^^s,  Muriatic  and  Sulphur- 
^  in  carboys,  boxed,  C  L, 
'^'i  option,  (see  notes  7, 
'«id  10) 2 

HDry 3 

H  Sulphuric,  in  iron  csks.      3 
Vicultural  Implements,  C 
^owners  to  load  and  un- 
^(see  notes  7  and  8)...      4 

^^MculturalImple- 
■^'NTs,  LCL,   as   fol- 

^'o^»  HuUcrs 1)^ 

^Q"i  ShcUers, ./.... 1 

CornMills...     3 


4 


1 
4 


^  CLASS 

CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 

Corn  and  Cob  Crushers 3  4 

Corn  and  Cotton    Planners, 

set  up  1 J^      1 

Corn  and   Cotton    Planters, 

knocked  down  in  bundles 

or  boxes 2        -3 

Cotton  Presses 4  5 

Cotton  Gins 2  3 

Cotton  Gin,  Condensers  and 

Feeders 2  3 

Cotton  Seed  Hullers 1^      1 

Cradles,  Grain,8et  up 3T 1      D  1 

Cradles,  Grain,  knocked  down 

in  bundles  or  boxed 1  2 

Cultivators,  set  up 3T1      D  1 

Cultivators,  knocked  down  in 

bundles  or  boxes 1  2 

Evaporators 3T1      D  1 

Evaporator  Furnaces 1}4      ^ 

Fan  Mills,  setup 3T1      D  1 

Fan  Mills,  knocked  down. ...       1}4      1 

Field  Rollers 3  4 

Forks,  Hay  and  Manure 2  3 

Grain  Drills 1)4      1 

Harrows  and  Harrow  Frames      3         4 
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CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 

Harrow  Teeth,  packed 4  5 

Hajr  Elevators 1)4  1 

Hay  Knives,  packed S  3 

Haj  Presses,  knocked  down .       4  5 

Hay  Presses,  set  up 8T1      D  1 

Hemp  Machines 1  2 

Hoes,  in  bundles 2  3 

Hoes,  without  handles,  boxed      3  4 

Hominy  Mills 3  4 

Horse  Powers,  (see  note  2) . .       2  3 

Mowing  Machines 1  2 

Plows,  Gang 3T1      D  1 

Plows,  set  up 1  2 

Plows,  knocked  down 3  4 

Plow  Handles  and  other  wood 

in    shape,  for    Implements, 

boxed,  crated  or  bundled . .       4 
Plow  Irons  and  Mould  B'rds, 

over  20  lbs.  each,  loose 3  4 

Plow  Plates,   Points,  Wings, 

Castings    and* Steel,  loose      1  9 
Plow  Plates,  Points,  Wings, 

Castings  and   Steel,  wired 

together 3  4 

Plow  Plates,  Poijits,  Wings, 

Castings  and  Steel,  packed .       4  5 

Portable  Mills,  Burr-stone. . .       2  3 
Railroad    or    Endless  Chain 

Hqrse  Power 1>^  1 

Rakes,  Hand,  in  bundles 2  3 

Rakes,  Horse D  1  l}4 

Rakes,  Horse,  knocked  down .       1  2 
Reapers,  and    Reapers    and 

Mowers  Combined l^  1 

Scrapers,  Road  and  Pond ...       3  4 

Scythes,  in  bundles 1)^  1 

Scythes,  in  boxes 1  2  * 

Scythe  Snaths... 1  2 

Shovels  and  Spades 2  3 

Smut  Machines,  set  up 3T 1      D  I 

Smut  Machines,  kn*ckd  dw'n.      1}^  1 

Sorghum  Mills 3  4 

Straw  and  Hay  Cutters,  set 

up IK  1 

Straw    and     Hay      Cutters, 

knocked  down  and  pck'd . .      2  3 

Sugar  Trains 3T1      D  1 

Threshers  and  Separators. . .       l}4  ^ 
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CLASS  IF  RE' 
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Wheat  Fans 3T1 

Wheelbarrows,  Wood,  set  up.3T  1 
Wheelbarrows,  Wood,knock- 
ed    down    and    packed  or 

bundled 2 

Wheelbarrows,Railroad  com- 
mon, carrier's  convenience .       1}4 
Wheelbarrows,  Iron 2 


D  I 


Alcohol.     See  Liquors. 

Ale,  Ginger,  in  glass,  packed .       2 

Ale,  Beer  and  Porter,  in  glass, 
packed,  LC  L 2 

Ale,  Beer  and  Porter,  in  glass, 
packed,  C  L 4 

Ale  and  Beer  in  Wood,  esti- 
mated weights,  bbls.  350 
lbs.,  half  bbls.  180  lbs., 
quarter  bbls.  100  lbs.,  eighth 
bbls.  60  lbs.,  L  C  L 2 

Ale  and  Beer,  in  Wood,  esti- 
mated weights,  bbls.  350 
lbs.,  half  bbls  180  lbs.,  quar- 
ter bbls.  100  lbs.,  eighth 
bbls.  50  lbs.,  C  L 4 

Ale,  Beer  and  Porter  Boxes, 
returned  with  empty  Bot- 
tles        4 

Ale  and  Beer  barrels,  half 
barrels  or  kegs,  returned 
empty,  estimated  weights, 
bbls.  100  lbs.,  half  bbls.  50 
lbs.,  kegs  30  lbs 4 

Almanacs  and  Trade  Circu- 
lars, prepaid 2 

Alum,  in  barrels  or  casks. ...       6 

Alum,  N.  O.  S. ; 4 

Ammonia,  Sulphate  of — see 
Note  9. 

Ammonia,  Water,  in  Iron 
casks 6 

Ammonia,  Water  casks  (iron) 
returned  empty 5 

Anmiunition,  not  otherwise 
specified 1 

Anchors 5 

Angelica  Root,  bbls.  or  bxs . .      1 


I 
3 


4 
4 
E 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
lsas'd 

btsnonjr,  Crude 3 

iatmonj,  Metal 4 

iiriU 5 

uples,  green,   in  barreU,  e9- 

Dmated  weight  150  lbs 3  6 

Upples,  Dried 4 

lpp!e  and  other  Fruit  Butter  4 
^Is,  in  boxes,   barrels   or 

caiks 4 

iimv  Baggage 1 

Arsenic,  crude,  in  kegs,  box- 
es or  barrels 3 

Aftxstes,  packed 6 

AJw,  Wood 6 

Aiphaltum 5 

Aies 5 

AxItt,Car 6 

I  Axlei,  Carriage  and  Wagoa .  5 

Aiie  Grease 5 


B 


Bibbitt  Metal 4 

Biby  Carriages,   set  up,   un- 
boxed  3TI 

B*bv  Carriages,  set  up,  bxd . .  D  1 

BabjCarriages,  knocked  dwn, 

^1  boxes,  bundles  or  crates .  1 

Sjan,loo6e,  L  C  L 1          2 

^n,  loose,  C  L,  not  lets 

*»n24,0OOlbs 3         B 

^n,  packed  in  wood B 

Bicon,mbtgs 3 

Vig A 

^  Burlaps 6 

^<Gunnj 6 

%i,  Traveling 1 

Biking  Powders 3 

^Rope o 

^*liogTwine 3 

^d  and  Hat  Boxes,  packedD  1 

'^«-iil«,  Bark  and  Cob  Mills,  4 

Ma l^  3 

H  extract,  in  Wood,  for 

^»i^ning 5 

Bark 


CLASS 
CLASS  IP  RS- 
LBAS*D 


ground,  in  bags  or  bales, 

Jiot otherwise  speciied.... 
Barley 


6 
D 


Barley,  Pearl 3 

Barrels,  half  bbls.  and  kegs, 
Emptj,  except  Ale  8c  Beer, 

LCL 1 

Barrels,  half  bbls.  and  kegs, 
empty ,except  Ale  and  Beer, 
C  L,  charged  at  not  less 

than  10,000  lbs 4 

Barrels,  half  bbls.  and  kegs, 
empty.  Ale  and  Beer.  Es- 
timated weights,  bbls.  100 
lbs.,  half  bbls.  50  lbs.,  kegs 

301bs 4 

Barytes 

Base  Ball  and  Bats. . ; 1 

Baskets D  1 

Baskets,  in  nests 1 

Bath  Boilers 1 

Bath  Tubs 1 

Bath  Tubs,  in  nests 2 

Bath  Brick 6 

Batting D  1 

Beans,  in  boxes  !2 

Beans,  in  barrels 5 

Bed  Slats  and  Springs.  See 
Furniture. 

Bed  Cord 3 

Beets,  in  barrels 3 

Bee  Hives D  1 

Bee  Hives,  knocked  down,  in 

bundles 2 

Bee   Hives,    knocked    do^n, 

boxed  or  crated 4 

Beef,  Fresh,  prepaid 1 

Beef,  Smoked,in  boxes  or  bar- 
rels       3 

Beef  and  Pork,  Salted,  in  bar- 
rels      G 

Beef  and  Pork,  in  quarter  and 
half  barrels 0 

Beer,  same  as  Ale. 

Beeswax 3 

Bells 2 

Bellows 1 

Belting,  Rubber 3 

Belting,  Leather 2 

Berries,  greea,  prepaid 

Berries,  dried 4 


E 
S 
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CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
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Billiard  Tables  and  Billiard 

Table  Beds,  boxed D  1 

Binder's  Boards 5 

Bird  Cages,  boxed 3T 1 

Bitters.     See  Liquors. 
Blacking,    Shoe    and    Stove, 

packed 4 

Black  Lead,  in  kegs  or  bar- 
rels (ship's  option) 6 

Blankets 1 

Bleaching  Salts,  in  barrels  or 

casks 6 

Bleaching  Salts,  N.  O.  S 4 

Blinds,  Doors    and    Frames, 

LC  L 8 

Blinds,  Doors  and  Frames,  C 

L 5 

Blue  Stone 5 

Blueing 1 

Bobbins,  packed 4 

Boilers,  Bath  and  Range 1 

Boilers,    Steam,    30  feet  and 

over.     See  Note  2 1 

Boilers,   Steam,  under  30  ft. 

See  Note  2 3 

Boilers,  Engines,  *or  any  part 
of  Engine  or  Machinery,  C 
L,  not  less  than  20,000  lbs. 
to    be    charged     for.    See 

Note  2 4 

Boiler  Felting 2 

Boiler  Flues,  Cop^r  &  Brass, 

boxed 2 

Boiler  Flues.  Iron 4 

Bone  Black 3 

Bones  and  Bone  Dust.     See 

Note  9. 
Bonnets,    Straw    and    Milli- 
nery Goods 1 

Books 1 

Boots  and  Shoes,  in  boxes. .       1 
Boots    and    Shoes,  in  paper 

packages D  1 

Borax 4 

Bottles,  empty,  packed 4 

Boxes,  Empty,  not  otherwise 

specified 1 

Box  Stuffs,  in  packages 6 


4 
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class  ip  rq 
leas! 


Bows  and  Shafts,  L  C  L. . . .       4 

Bows'  and  Shafts,  C  L 5 

Brackets    and    Cross    Arms, 

Telegraph 6 

Bran D 

Brandy.     See  Liquors. 
Brass,  N.  O.  S.,    in    boxes, 

bbls.  or  casks 3 

Brass  Bearings,  in  boxes,  bbls. 

or  casks 3 

Brass  Scrap,  loose . .  % 4 

Brass  Scrap,  packed 5 

Brass  Vessels,  in  boxes,  bbls. 

or  casks 2 

Brass  Bedsteads,  packed .....       1 

Bread 3 

Brick,  LCL '..       6 

Brick,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Brick  Machines 4 

Brimstone,  packed 4 

Bristles . . .  .* 1 

Britannia  Ware 1 

Brooms 1 

Broom    Handles,  •  boxed    or 

crated 5 

Broom  Corn,  compressed 3 

Broom   Corn,   C  L,  not  less 

than     20,000    lbs.     to    be 

charged  for 6 

Brushes 1 

Buckets.     See  Wooden  ware. 

Buckwheat  Flour 5 

Buffalo  Robes D  1 

Buggies.     See  Vehicles. 

Bungs 3 

Burial  Cases.     See  CofHns. 

Burlaps B 

Burning    Fluid.     See    Notes 

No.  5  and  10 l}4 

Burr  Blocks.    See  Millstones. 

Butter,  in  cans 1 

Butter,  in  kegs,  tubs  and   fir- 
kins         2 

Butter,    Apple     and      other 

Fruit,  in  wood 4 


a 


\ 


CLASS 

class  if  re- 
ljcas'd 


c 


bbbages,  packed 3 

Kabbages,  loose,  C  L 

fcbinet  Ware.     Sec   Furni- 
ture. 

Cilcicake 5 

Camphcne.    See  Notes  6  and 

'» i}i 

Cimphor 1 

Candles,  boxed 4 

Cindjr,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied   2 

.  Candj,  cheap,  yalue  limited 
j    to  10  cents  per  lb.,  and  so 

specified  on  B.  L 4 

Canned  Goods,  N.  O.  S 4 

Cannon 1 

Cans,  Empty 3T 1 

Cans,  Empty,  packed  or  bxd .  1 
Caps  and  Hats,  in  trunks  or 

boxes 1 

Capstans 3 

Car  Grease,  in  barrels 5 

Car  Springs,  boxed 6 

CarSprings,  loose 4 

Car  Wheels  and  Axles 6 

Carbojg,  empty D  1 

Carboys,  cmi^y,  old 3 

Ci'ds, Cotton  and  Woolen. .  1 

Card  Paper 1 

Carpeting,  well  covered 1 

^ts,  Hemp  and  Rag 2 

^Lining 2 

^ S 

^'%s,   Children's.      See 
Children's  Carriages. 
^^'^^  and  Carriage  Ma- 
^1.    See  Vehicles. 
^^    See  Vehicles. 

^dges.  Metallic 1 

^   See  Spices.    ' 

^Oa,  in  glass,  packed..  1 
^'  Oil,    in     bbls.    See 

Note  7 3 

^^«or  Pomace.    See  Note  9. 

^*^«p,inwood 4 

^*H,  in  glass,  boxed 2 


6 
6 


6 
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class  if  re- 
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Cattle  or  Condition  Powders.  1 
Caustic,  Soda,  iron  casks. ...  6 
Cement,  in  bbls.,  C  L.    See 

Note  9. 

Cement,  in  bbls.,  L  C  L 6 

Chain,  Cotton,  Woolen  and 

Hempen 2 

Chains,  Iron,  loose 3 

Chains,  Iron,  in  cable 6 

Chains,  Iron,  in  casks,  bbls., 

boxes.,  or  kegs 5 

Chalk 6 

Chalk  Crayons. ," 4 

Chalk,  prepared 1 

Charcoal,  in  bbls.  or  casks. . .       5 

Cheese, 4 

Chestnuts  prepaid 3 

Chiccory 4 

Children's  Carriages,  set  up, 

unboxed 3T 1 

Children's  Carriages,  set  up, 

boxed D  1 

Children'^  Carriages,  knocked 

down  in  boxes,  bundles  or 

crates , 1 

Chimogene.    See  Coal  Oil. 

Chinaware 1 

Chloride  of  Lime,  in  bbls.  or 

casks 6 

Chloride  of  Lime,  N.  O.  S. . .       4 

Chocolate 1 

Chufas,  same  as  Peanuts. 

Churns,  LC  L 1 

Chums,   C  L,    not  less  than 

10,000  lbs.,  charged  for 3 

Cider,  in  wood 2 

Cider,  in  glass 2 

Cider  Mills  and  Presses 4 

Cigars,  boxed  and  strapped, 

corded  and  sealed 1 

Cigars,  not  boxed,  strapped, 

corded     and     sealed,    not 

taken. 

Cigar  Boxes,  empty D  1 

Circular  Saws 1}^ 

Citron 2    . 

Clay,  in  boxes.,  bbls.,  or  casks, 

LCL 6 


9 


2 

4 
o 
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CLASS 
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LEASED 


Clay,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Clocks,  boxed 1 

Clock  Weights,  packed 5 

Clothes  Pins,  boxed 2 

Clothes  Wringers 2 

Clothes  Lines 3 

Clothing,  N.  O.  S 1 

Clothing,  in  trunks,  strapped. D  1 
Clover  and  Grass  Seed,  C  L.      4 
Clover  and  Grass  Seed,  LCL      3 
Coal  and  Coke,  in  boxes,  bar- 
rels or  casks,  LCL A 

Coal  and  Coke,  C  L.  See 
Note  9. 

Coal  Buckets 1 

Coal  Oil  or  its  Product,  in 
barrels,  carrier's  conveni- 
ence, LCL 3 

Coal   Oil  or  its   Product,  in 

cans D  1 

Coal  Oil  or  ito   Product,  in 

cans,  boxed ^,.      1 

Coal  Oil  or  its  Product,  in 

barrels,  C  L 3 

Coal  Oil,  in  Tank  Cars 

Coal   Oil,  Petroleum    or    iU 
product  referred  to  above, 
refers  to  transportation  by 
Railf  as  Steamship  Compa- 
nies only  take  it  at  ship's 
option. 
Coal  Oil,  or  its  Product,  as 
above,     must    always    be 
charged  at  actual  weight. 
Coal  Tar,  in  barrels,  LCL..       5 
Coal  Tar,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Cocoa 1 

Cocoa,  or  other  Matting. ...      2 

Cocoa  Oil 2 

Cocoa  Nuts,  packed  or  sacked      5 

Codfish,  packed 5 

Codfish,  in  bundles ,      1 

Coffee,  extract  or  essence  of.       2 
Coffee,  ground  or  roasted,  in 

sacks 3 

Coffee,  ground  or  roasted,  in 

boxes  or  barrels 5 

Coffee,  Green,  single  sacks. . .      4 


4 
1 
3 
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LEAS 

Cdffee,  Green,  double  sacks . .  6 

CoffecMills 2 

Coffins 1)4      1 

Coffins,  in  nests 1  2 

Coffins,  knocked  down 3 

Coke,   in    boxes,    barrels  or 

casks,  LCL A 

Coke,  C  L.    See  Note  9. 

Collars,  Horse t 

Cologne 1 

Commissary  Chests  &  Stores  1 

Concentrated  Lye 5 

Condensed  Milk,  boxed.. 4 

Condition  Powders,  Cattle  or 

Horse 1 

Confectionery 2 

Congress  or  Bedford  Waters, 

in  wood 4 

Congress  or  Bedford  Waters, 

in  glass  or  stone,  packed. . .  3        4 

Copperas,  in  bbls.  or  casks. ..  6 

Copperas,  N,  O.  S 4 

Copper      Bottoms,     Copper 

Plates,  SheeU,  Bolto,  Wire 

Rods 3 

Copper  Ingots,  Pigs  &  Mattes  4 
Copper  and  Brass,  in  boxes, 

barrels,  or  casks 3 

Copper  and  Brass  Vessels,  ih 

boxes,  barrels  or  casks. ...  S 
Copper     and    Brass    Scrap, 

packed h 

Copper    and    Brass     Scrap, 

loose 4 

Copper  Ore,  LCL 6 

Copper  Ore,  C  L.  See  Note  9. 

Copper  Stills 3T1      DI 

Copying  Presses 2 

Cordage 4 

Cork 1 

Corn  Starch 3 

Corn : D 

Corn  Meal D 

Corsets 1 

Cotton,  in  bales S 

Cotton  Cards 1 

Cotton  Seed,  less  than  2,000 

lbs 3 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


CoQon  Seed,  L.  C  L,  2,000  lbs. 

or  OTer 6 

OKton  Seed,  C  L*.  See  Note  9. 

Qstton  Seed  Meal,  L  C  L. . . .  D 

fotton  Seed  Meal,  C  L S 

Cotton  and  Hay  Ties A 

Cotton  Wa«te,  in  bags 3 

Cotton  Waste,     pressed,    in 

bale* 5 

Cotton  Yam 3 

Coven,  wooden 1 

Cnnberries 2 

Cracked  Wheat 5 

Crackers 3 

Cracklings 4 

Citam  Tartar,   in  boxes  or 

tegs J 

Cream  Tartar,     in    bbU.   or 

hhda 3 

Crockery.    Same  as  Earthen- 
nre. 

Cnxjuet  Boxes 2 

Cros    Arms  and   Brackets, 

Telegraph 6 

Crowbars 5 

Cnidblcs 1  3 

Crrstalg,  washing 4 

Cnrrants,  Dried 2 

Cutch...' 4 

CuUeiy 1 

D 

^ , 2 

^.  boxed 3T1 

^  Skins,  press,  in  bales ...  2 

^Tongue  in  bbls.  orbxs.  1 

^Tongue,  in  bales 4 

^'johns,  filled 3T 1 

^'johns,  empty D  1 

^johns,  empty,  packed..  .D  1  1 

^ijohns,  completely  boxed  l}i      1 
^^^^^'^^icd  Meats  and  Veget- 

^^ 4 

^^ent 4 

^^tics,  Dcnim8,Sheetings, 

Shirtings  and  Ticking,   in 

boxes I 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEA8*D 

Domestics,  Denims,  Sheet- 
ings, Shirting  and  Ticking, 
in  original  bales 4 

Domestics,  Denims,  Sheet- 
ings, Shirting,  Ticking, 
Yams  and  other  cotton 
factory  products,  shipped 
direct  from  Southern  Fac- 
tories to  all  points  North, 
Bast  and  West 6 

Doors,  Door  Frames  and 
Blinds,  LCL 3  4 

Doors,  Door  Frames  and 
Blinds,  CL 5  e 

Drag  Saws,  with  Horse 
Power. 5 

Drain  Tile  and  Pipe,  LCL..      2  (» 

Drain  Tile  and  Pipe,  C  L. . . .      3  6 

Dried  Fruit,  not  otherwise 
specified 3 

Drugs  and  Medicines,  not 
otherwise  specified 1 

Drums 3X 1 

Dry  Goods,  N.  O,  S 1 

Dry  Goods,  in  boxss  or  bales.      1 

Dry  Goods,  in  trunks,  strap- 
ped  D  1 

Duck,  Cotton 1 

Dye  Stuffs  and  Dye  Woods, 
aot  otherwise  specified 1 

Dye  Woods,  in  packages,  N. 
O.S.., 3 

Dye  Woods,  in  sticks 4 


£ 


Earthenware,    Jugware  •  and 

Stoneware,  loose . .      1  2 

Earthenware,   Jugware    and 

Stoneware,  loose,  C  L 2  3 

Earthenware,    Jugware    and 

Stoneware,    in    boxes    or 

barrels 2  3 

Earthenware,    Jugware    and 

Stoneware,    in    crates  and 

hhds 4  5 

EdgeTools 2 

Eggs,  packed I  3 
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CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
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Egg  Cases  and  Crates,  empty      1 

Emery,  N.  O.  S 2 

Emery,  value  4  cts.  per  lb. . .       4 
Engines,  Calorie,  Fire,  Port- 
able and  Stationary.     See 

Note  2 2 

Engines,  Boilers,  or  any  part 
of  Engine  or  Machinery, 
car  load,  not  less  than  20,- 
000  lbs.  to  be  charged  for. 

See  Note  2  4 

Epsom  Salts,  in  casks  or  bar- 
rels        5 

^psom  Salts,  N.  O.  S 4 

Equipage    (military).  Camp, 

Garrison,  and  Horse 1 

Evaporators 3T 1 

Excelsior,  pressed  in  bales ...      4 
Extracts  and    Essences,  not 

otherwise  specified 1 

Extract  of  Logwood  2 

Extract  of  Logwood,  dry,  CL      4 
Extract  Bark,  for  tanning,  in 
barrels 6 


F 


Facing,    Iron    and    Coal,  in 

barrels 4 

Fans,  in  boxes D  1 

Fans,  palm  leaf,  pressed 1 

Farina 3 

Farm    Wagons.     See    Vehi- 
cles. 

Faucets,  boxed 2 

Feathers D  1 

Felting 2 

Fence  Wire 4 

Fertilizers,  (Southern   Lines, 
ship's  option).    See  Note  9. 

Figs,  in  drums 1 

Figs,  in  casks  or  boxes 2 

FireBrick,  LOL 6 

Fire  Brick,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Fire  Clay,  LOL 6 

Fire  Clay.     See  Note  9. 

Fire  Extinguishers 1 

Fire-arms 1 


3 


D  1 
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Fire-crackers  and  Fire-works, 
so  marked,  packed   (ship's 

option).    See  Note  10 D  1 

Fish,  fresh 

Fish  in  cans,  boxed 4 

Fish,  pickled  or  salted,  in  bbls., 

half  bbls.,  k^s  and  kits 6 

Fish,  smoked,  in  boxes 2 

Fish,  dry  salted,  Herring,  Cod, 

&c 5 

FishingRods D  1 

Flax 2 

Flax  Seed 2 

Flour,  in  barrels F 

Flour,  in  sacks C 

Fly  Traps D  1 

Fodder,    pressed,    in     bales, 

LO  L 5 

Fodder,  pressed,  in  bales,  car- 
load or  over  (minimum 
weight  20,000  lbs.  to  car) . .     D 

Forges,  Portable 3 

Fowls.     See  Poultry. 
Fruit,  Green,  not    otherwise 
specified,  prepaid  or  guar- 
anteed   

Fruit,  dried,    not    otherwise 

specified 9 

Fruit    in    cans,    boxed,    not 

otherwise  specified 4 

Fruit,  in   glass,  packed,   not 

otherwise  specified I 

Fur  Skins  and  Peltries,  value 
limited  to  25c.  per  lb.   in 

bags D   1 

Fur  Skins  and  Peltries,  value 
limited    to    25c.    per    lb.. 

pressed  in  bales 1 

Fur  Skins  and  Peltries,  N  O 

S D  1 

Furs  in  bags 3T 1 

Furs  in  boxes,  bundles  and 

trunks,  strapped D   1 

Fuse 1 

FURNITURE  CLASSIFICATION. 

All  articles  of  furniture  man- 
ufactured of  Pine,  Poplar, 
or  other  common    woods. 


3 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
lbas'd 

rK»t  otherwise  specified, 
vhen  boxed,  crated,  or 
w'rapp>ed,  and   shipped    set 

1? IX   1 

The      same,    when      neither 

boxed,  crated  or  wrapped.. D   1  1)^ 

The     same,     when     knocked 

iown  and  packed 2  3 

Tie  same,  when  in  car  loads, 
not  less  than  15,000  lbs.  to 

be  charged  for 3  4 

All  articles  of  furniture,  man- 
ufactured of  Walnut,  Ma- 
hogany, Rosewood,  Chest- 
nut, or  other  hard  woods, 
^hen  boxed,  crated,  or 
wrapped,  and   shipped    set 

ap D   1  lyi 

Tlie  Rame,  when  not  boxed, 

crated  or  wrapped 3T 1     D  1 

Tae    same,    when     knocked 
down      and       packed      or 

wrapped 1  2 

The  same,  when  in  car  loads, 
not  less  than  15,000  lbs.  to 

be  charged  for 2  3 

Btd  Slats,  -with   end   springs 
iittached,    knocked      down 

ar  '  in  bundles 2  3 

BediiWids  of  Pine  and  other 
common  woods,  either 
painted  or  stained,  or  un- 
painted  or  unstained,  and 
4 hen  shipped  in  car  loads, 
•-ot  less  than  15,000  lbs.  to 

:t  charged  for 3  4 

^^  same,  in  less  than  car 
''Oads,  but  crated,  wrapped, 

or  otlierwise  packed 2  3 

f'^iiiteads  of  Walnut  and 
other  fine  woods,  when 
^hipped  in  car  loads,  not 
less  than  15,000  lbs.  to  be 

charged  for 2  3 

^e  same,  in  less  than  car 
load  quantity,   but   packed 

or  wrapped 1  2 

^^<\  Springs,  loose Dl  1 


CLASS 

class  if  rb- 
lsas'd 

Bed  Springs,  knocked  down 
and  packed 4 

Chairs,  Wooden,  Splint,  Cane, 
Rattan,  Willo\f,  with  seats 
of  same  or  like  material, 
set  up  and  loose 1^       1 

The  same,  boxed,  wrapped  or 
crated 1  2 

The  same,  knocked  down  or 
taken  apart,  and  boxed,  or 
in  packages 3  4 

Chairs,  upholstered,  Cham- 
ber, Parlor,  Library,  Din- 
ing-room, and  all  other  fine 
chairs  and  sofas,  tete-a- 
tetes,  &c.,  boxed  or  wrapped 
and  padded IJ^      l 

Chair  Stuff,  rough,  L  C  L. . . .       3  4 

Chair  Stuff,  rough,  C  L 4  5 

Frames  for  Pictures,  Mirrors, 
Looking-glasses,  boxed  and 
crated 1 1^      i 

The  same,  when  shipped 
loose,  or  in  bundles 3T  1     D  1 

Frames,  mounted,  with  Mir- 
rors, or  Looking-glasses, 
when  shipped  separately 
from  other  furniture 3T  1      D  1 

School  Furniture,  set  up 1  2 

School  Furniture,  knocked 
down 2  3 

School  Furniture,  .  in  car 
loads    3  4 

Spring  Bed  Frames  and  Cov- 
ers and  Wire  Mattresses. . .  D   1  1 

The  same,  knocked  down  and 
packed S  4 

G 

Galvanized  Iron  Work 2  4 

Gambia 4 

Game.     See  Poultry. 

Garden  Seeds 2 

Gas  Fixtures 2 

Gas  Generators 3 

Gas  Pipe,  Iron,  L  C  L 4 

Gas  Pipe,  Iron,  C  L 5 
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4 
2 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 

Gas  Pipe,  Iron  (Cast),  3  in. 
and  over,  diameter,  C  L...       5  6 

Gas  Retorts,  Iron 5 

Gelatine .^  .       1 

German  Clay 6 

German  Potash,  L  C  L 5 

German   Potash,  C  *L.      See 

Note  9. 
Ginger,  Ground,  in  boxes  ...       2 

Ginger,  in  bags 3 

Ginger  Ale,  in  glass.  Packed.    .  2 

Ginseng 1 

Glass  Chimneys 1 

Glass  Fruit  Jars,  Bottles  and 
Tumblers,  common,  packed      4  5 

.  Glass  Floor  Lights,  rough  and 

heavy 5 

Glass,  Roofing  and   Skylight 

(not  Window  Glass) 2  H 

Glass  Insulators,  packed 4 

Glass  Plate,  7x12  ft.  or  under.D   1  2 

Glass  Plate,  over  7x12  ft. ... .      S 

Glass,  stained,  or  Signs 3T  1  1 

Glass  Ware,  fine,  cut  or  en- 
graved   ^ D  1  1 

Glass    Ware,    not    otherwise 

specified 2  3 

Glass,  Window,  14x16  in.  and 

under 4  6 

Glass,  Window,  over  14x16 
inches  and  not  over  32  x  44 

inches 2  4 

Glass,   Window,  over  32x44 

in D   1  1 

Glue 3 

Glucose 4 

Glycerine,  in  cans,  boxed ... .       1^2       1 

Glycerine,  in  barrels 1 

Glycerine,  Nitro,  not  taken 
except  by  special  agree- 
ment between  Lines  inter- 
ested.   See  Notes  5  and  10. 

Grain D 

Granite.     See  Marble. 

Grapes 1 

Grass  and  Hemp  Mats 3 

Grates  and  Fixtures 2  4 

Grave  Stones  an  J  Monu- 
ments, Marble  and  Granite 


CLASS  IT  RE- 
X.EAS>'r» 


(prepaid,  at  option  of  initial 

Road  or  Steamer) D   1 

Grind  Stones 5 

Grits  (Corn)  in  barrels F 

Groceries,  NOS 2 

Guano.     See  Note  9. 

Gum  Camphor 1 

Gum,     Copal,     Kowrie    and 

Shellac 2 

Gums,  not  otherwise  specified       2 

Gun-cotton D   I 

Gun  Powder  and  other  ex- 
plosives, N  O  S,  L  C  L.  See 

Notes  5  and  10 D  I 

Gun  Powder  and  other  ex- 
plosives, N  O  S,  C  L  of 
5,000    lbs.    or    over.      See 

Notes  5  and  10 1 

Guns,  Rifles,  and  other  Fire- 
arms         1 

Gunny  Bags G 

Gypsum,  Land  Plaster  (Fer- 
tilizers).    See  Note  9. 


H 


Hair    Goods,    manufactured, 

packed  in  boxes D  I 

Hair,  in  sacks 1 

Hair,  curled,  pressed  in  bales, 

and  Hair  Rope i 

Hair,   Cattle,  for   plastering, 

pressed  in  bales 4 

Hames,  in  bundles  or  packed.  3 

Hams,  same  as  Bacon B 

Handles,  boxed  or  crated. ...  3 
Hardware,  boxed,  not  other- 
wise specified 2 

Harness,  boxed 2 

Harness,  in  bundles 1 

Hats  and  Caps,  in  trunks  or 

boxes 1 

Haversacks 1 

Hay  and  Cotton  Tics A 

Hay,  pressed  in  baler,  L  C  L.  5 
Hay,   pressed   in  bales,  C  L. 
or  over  (mimimum  weight 

20,000  lbs.  to  car) D 


3 
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CLASS 
CLASS  *  RE- 
LEASED 


Had  Lights,  boxed D  1 

litmp,  in  bales  3 

Hemp  Packing 4 

Hides,  Dry,  loose 1 

Hides,  Dry,  in  bales 3 

Hides,    Dry,  in   bales,    com- 
pressed         4 

Hides,  Green 4 

Hides.  Green,  salted 5 

High  Wines,  same  as  Whisky. 
Hinges  and  Hooks,  in  boxes, 

barrels  or  casks 8 

Hobby        Horses,        entirely 

boxed D    1 

Hobby  Horses,  crated   3T  1 

Hobbv  Horses,  unboxed 4T  1 

Hoes,  see  Agricultural  Imple- 
ments. 
Hoisting   Machines,  knocked 

down  compact 3 

HcUow-Ware,  loose,  L  C  L.       1 
Hollow -Ware,  loose,  C  L. . .       3 

Hollow- Ware,  packed 3 

Hominy,  in  barrels F 

Honey,  in  glass,  boxed 2 

Honcv,  in  cans 3 

Honcv,  in  barrels  or  casks. . .       4 
Hoofs  and  Horns.     Sec  Note 
9. 

Hoop  Poles 6 

Hoop  Skirts D   1 

Hops,  baled ^ 

Horse    and   Mule   Shoes,  in 

kegs  or  boxes ft 

Horse  and  Mule  Shoe  Nails, 

packed 6 

Ho«€,  Leather 2 

Hose,  Rubber 3 

Hose  Carriages.  See  Ve- 
hicles. 

Hospital  Stores 1 

Household  Groods,  well  boxed, 
value  over  $10  per  100  lbs. 
and  full  value  expressed  in 
BiH  of  Lading,  said  valua- 
tion only  to  apply  in  case 

of  total  loss D   1 

Household  Goods,  well  box- 
ed, value  Hmited  to  $10  per 


1 

D  1 

3T  1 


3 
5 
4 


CLASS 
CLASS  IP  RE- 
LEASED 


100  lbs.,  and  so  expressed 
in  Bill  of  Lading,  said  val- 
uation only  t6  apply  in  case 
of  total  loss 

Household  Goods  and  Old 
Furniture,  well  packed,  L 
C  L,  value  in  case  of  total 
loss  limited  to  $5  per  100 
lbs D 

Household  Goods  and  Old 
Furniture,  well  packed,  C  L 
value  in  case  of  total  loss 
limited  to  $5  per  100  lbs. . . 

Household  Goods  and  Old 
Furniture,  not  packed,  with 
Live  Stock,  one  attendant 
to  have  free  passage  on 
same  train  as  car.  (See 
Lines  ship's  option.)  0  L, 
value  in  case  of  tota!  loss 
limited  to  $5  per  100  lbs. . . D 

Hubs  and  Felloes.  See  Vehi- 
cles. 

Husks  or  Shucks  in  bales 


D 


Ice  in  casks,  prepaid 

Ice,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Ice  Chests 

Ice-cream  Freezers 

India-rubber  Goods,  not  oth- 
erwise specified 

Indigo 

Ink,  Writing  Fluid,  in  glass 
or  stone,  boxed 

Ink,  in  wood 

Insulator  Brackets  or  Pins, 
Telegraph 

Iron — Band,  Bar  Boiler  and 
Plate 

Iron — Bolts,  Nuts,  Rivets  and 
Washers,  in  kegs,  boxes  or 
casks 

Iron  Ore,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Iron  Ore,  L  C  L 

Iron — Bridge,  Pig,  Scrap, 
Railroad  Iron,  Spikes, 
Chairs,  Frogs,  Fish  Plates, 


6 
6 


6 


6 


6 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
leas'd 


and  Fibh  Plate  Bolts,  L  C 
L ^      6 

Iron — Same  as  above,  C  L. 
See  Note  9 S 

Iron  Castings,  not  Machipery, 
unpacked,  each  piece  under 
200  lbs 3 

Iron  Castings,  hear/,  not 
Machinery,  unpacked,  each 
piece  300  lbs.  or  over.  See 
Note  2 4 

Iron  Castings,  not  Machinery 

or    Sewing     Machine,     in 
kegs,  boxes  or  casks 5 

Iron  Crowbars  and  Forgings .       5 

Iron  Picks  and  Mattocks,  in 
bundles 3 

Iron  Picks  and  Mattocks, 
packed 6 

Iron — Fronts,  Girders  and 
Beams  for  Buildings 4 

Iron — Hoop,  Roofing,  Rus- 
sia, Sheet  and  Galvanized, 
tn  rolls  or  bundles,  wired  or 
crated 3 

Iron — Hoop,  Roofing,  Russia, 
Sheet  and  Galvanized, 
boxed 4 

Iron — Hoop,  Roofing,  Rus- 
sia, Sheet  and  Galvanized, 
N.  O.  S 2 

Iron  Mantles,  Grate  Bas- 
kets, Fronts,  Fenders  and 
Frames 2 

Iron  Railing  and  Fencing. . .       3 

Iron  Safes,  each  weighing 
3,000  lbs.  or  less 4 

Iron  Safe,  each  weighing  over 
3,000  lbs.  and  not  over  6,000 
lbs 3 

Iron  Safes,  each  weighing 
Qver  6,000  lbs.  and  not  over 
10.000  lbs 2 

Iron  Safes,each  weighing  over 
10,000  lbs.  and  not  over 
20,000  lbs.,  (ship's  option).       1 

Iron  Safes,  each  weighing 
«ng  over  20,000  lbs.  Spe- 
cial contract. 


6 


6 


4 

5 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


Iron  Shutters   and  Doors 4 

Iron  Vault  and  Prison  Work.  4 
Iron    Wedges    and    Sledges, 

packed .6 

Iron    Wedges    and    Sledges, 

loose 3 

Iron  Wheelbarrows 3 

Iron  Beds 4 

Iron  Retorts ,  5 

Isinglass 2 

Ivory 1 

Ivory  Black 4 


Jack  Screws 3 

Japanned  Ware 1 

Japonica 4 

Jellies,  in  glass,  packed 1 

Jellies,  in  cans,  boxed 4 

Jellies,  in  wood,  N.  O.  S 3 

Jugs.     See  Earthenware. 

Junk  and  Jute 6 

Jute  Butts 6 

K 

Kalsomine 5 

Kegs,  Ale  and  Beer,  empty. 

Estimated  weight,  30  lbs. . .  4 
Kegs,  empty,    not    otherwise 

specified,  same  as  barrels. 
Kegs,  empty,   not   otherwise 

specified,  in  crates 3 

Kerosene.    See  Coal  Oil. 

Kettles,  Large,  Iron 4 

Kindlings 6 

Knapsacks 1 


I 


Ladders D  1 

Lampblack,  in  casks,  bbls.  or 

boxes 3 

Lamps 2        ^ 

Land  Plaster.     Sec  Note  9, 
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CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 

Ltnterns,  packed 1 

Urd 4     B 

Lasts,  Shoe 3 

Lath.     See  Lumber. 

Lead,  Black.  (Ship's  option X.      5 

Lead,  White.  See  Paints. 

Lead,  Bar  or  Sheet 5 

Lead,  in  casks,  boxes  or  pigs      6 
Lead  Pipe,  in  rolls  or  reels. ..      4 

Lead  Pipe,  in  casks 6 

Leather,  loose,  N.  O.  S 1 

Leather,  in  rolls  or  boxes 3 

Lemons  and  Oranges,  South 

bound 2 

Lentils,  in  bags,  boxes  or  bar- 
rels        3 

Letter  Boxes,  Post  Office 3 

Lightning  Rods,  in  bundles. .       3 
Lime,  in  casks  or  bbls.,  L  C 

L.  See  Notes  5  and  10 6 

Lime,  C  L.^ee  Notes   5,   9 

and  10. 
Limestone.     Same  as  Marble 
and  Granite. 

Linseed 4 

Liquors,  bottled,  not  other- 
wise specified 1)^       1 

Liquors,  in  gla.^s,  boxes  or 
baskets,  value  limited  to  $4 
per  package,  and  so  speci- 
specified  by  shipper  on 
dray  receipt  and  bill  of  la- 
ding   2 

Liquors,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied,    except      Whisky   in 

wood 1  2 

Liquors,  in  wood,  except 
Whisky,  value  not  above  $1 
per  gallon,  and  so  specified 
by  shipper  on  dray  receipt 

and  bill  of  lading 4 

Liquors,  Domestic  Wines  and 
Brandies  in  glass,  packed  in 
wood.     Same  as  Whisky. 
Licorice,  in  sticks,    roots  or 

mats 3 

Licorice,  in  mass,  boxed 4 

Lithographic  Stone 1  2 

Livestock,  CL 1         S 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


Live  Stock,  L  C  L.  Locals  of 

each  road. 

Locomotives.' S 

Locomotive      Head     Lights, 

boxed D  1 

Locomotive  Tires 6 

Logs  and  Lumber,  N.  O.  S. 

See  Note  9. 
Looking  Glass,   7x12  feet,  or 

under D  1  2 

Looking  Glass,  over  7x12  ft. .      S 

Looms 3T1  1^ 

Lumber,  dressed,  L  C  L . . . .       3  4 

Lumber,  dressed,  C  L 5  6 

Lumber,  N.  O.  S.  See  Note  9. 
Lye,  Concentrated 5 

M 

Macaroni 1 

Machine  Cards 1 

Machinery. 

Boilers,  Engines,  sr  any  part 

of    Engine  or   Machinery, 

car  load,  not  less  than  20,000 

lbs.  to  be  charged  for.    See 

Note  2 4  5 

Cotton  and   Woolen,    except 

Looms,  set  up D  1  l^ 

Cotton    and    Woolen,  except 

Looms,  crated 1)4      1 

Cotton   and   Woolen,  except 

Looms,  knocked  down  and 

boxed 1  2 

Looms 3T1  114 

Machinists'    Tools,    (Planes, 

Lathes,  &c) 2  3 

Saw  Mill,  unboxed 2  3 

Saw  Mill,  boxed 3  4 

Hoisting,  knocked  down  and 

compact 3  4 

Shading,     Hangers,    Pullies, 

etc 4  5 

Wood-working,  set  up 1)^      1 

Wood-working,  packed 2  3 

Machinery,  N.  O.  S.,  L  C  L.       3  4 

Machinery,  0  L.,  20,000  lbs. 

to  be  charged  for 4  5 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
leas'd 


Mackerel.     8ee  Fish. 

Madder 3 

Malt  D 

Manganese,  ground,  packed . .       6 

Manganese,  crude.' S 

Manila 3 

Manufactured     Hair    Goods, 

packed  in  boxes D  1 

Marble  and  Granite  Slabs, 
dressed  and  boxed  or  cra- 
ted, L  C  L 1  3 

Marble    and    Granite    Slabs, 

rough 3  4 

Marble  and  Granite,  rough, 

boxed  or  crated 4  5 

Marble  and  Granite  Blocks, 
dressed  and  boxed  or  cra- 
ted, L  C  L 4  5 

Marble  and  Granite  Blocks, 

rough,  L  C  L 5  6 

Marble  and  Granite  Blocks 
and  Slabs,  rough,  C  L.  See 
Note  9. 
Marble  and  Granite  Grave- 
stones and  Monuments 
(prepaid  at  option  of  initial 

road  or  steamer.) Dl  3 

Marble  Dust 6 

Marble'Xiles 4 

Marbles,  in  casks  or  boxes ...       4 
Matches,     properly     marked 
and     packed     alone.    See 

Note  9 1 

Matting 2 

Mattresses 1 

Mattocks  and  Picks,  packed . ,      5 
Mattocks  and   Picks,  in  bun- 
dles'        3 

Mats  and  Rugs,  not  other- 
wise specified 1 

Mats,  grass,  hemp  and  cocoa .       3 

Meal D 

Measures,  LCL 1  2 

Measures,  G  L,  not  less  than 

10,000  lbs 3  4 

Meat,  in  bulk,  C  L,  not  less 

than  24,000  lbs 3  B 

Meats,  fresh,  prepaid 1  3 

Meat  Cutters 2 


CLASi 

CLASS  IF  RE' 

LEAS* 


Medicines 1 

Meiodeons,      unboxed,      not 

taken. 

Meiodeons^  boxed 1  Ki 

Melons S 

Metallic  Coffins  l}^^ 

Metallic  Coffins,  in  nests 1 

Metallic      Coffins,      knocked 

down 3 

Metallic  Packing 2 

Metallic  Paints.  See  Paints. 

Mica,  unmanufactured 1 

Millet D 

Millinery  Goods,  boxed i 

Mill  Gearing.  See  Machinery. 
Mill   Stones,  finished.       See 

Note  7 3 

Mill     Stones,     rough.       See 

Note  7 5 

Mill  Stuff  (See  Bran) ^  .  D 

Milk,  condensed,  boxed 4 

Mince  Meat 4 

Mineral  Waters,  in   glass   or 

stone,  packed 3 

Mineral  Waters,  in  wood ....  4 
Mirrors,  7x12  feet  or  under.  .D  1 

Mirrors,  over  7x12  feet S 

Molasses  or  Syrups,    in    bar- 
rels or  hogsheads    5 

Molasses,  in  cans,  boxed,  or 

in  kegs 3 

Mops 1 

Moss,  in  sacks 1 

Moss,  pressed,  in  bales ^ 

Mouldings,  boxed ^ 

Mouldings,  in  bundles ^ 

Mouldings,      common,       for 

building  purposes 4 

Mouldings,  N  O  S D  1 

Moulder's  Dust ^ 

Mouse  Traps ^ 

Mucilage,  packed ^ 

Muriate  of  Potash,  LCL...  ° 
Muriate  of  Potash,  C  L.    See 

Note  9. 
Musical     Instruments,     not 

otherwise  specified ^  ^ 

Mustard,  Ground,  in  boxes ...  -^ 

Mustard  Seed ^ 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
leas'd 


N 


Nails,  brass  and  copper,  well 

packed  in  boxes  or  kegs.  .       3 
Nails,    for   Horse  and    Mule 

Shoes,  packed 5 

Nails   and    Spikes,    Iron,    in 

bags 3 

Nails   and    Spikes,   Iron,    in 

boxes 5 

Nails   and     Spikes,   Iron,    in 

l^egs J 6 

Nail  Rods,  Iron 6 

Nitrate  of  Soda,  L  C  L 5 

Nitrate  of  Soda,  C  L.      See 
Note  9. 

Nitre  Cake,  LC  L 5 

Nitre  Cake,  C  L.  See  Note 
9. 

Notions 1 

Nutmegs 2 

Nuts,  Edible,  in  bags,  N  O  S.  1 
Nuts,  Edible,   in    barrels    or 

casks,  N  O  S 2 

Nuts,      Cocoa,  •  packed     or 

•acked 5 

o 

Oakum 4 

Oat  Meal 5 

Oats D' 

Oil,  Cotton  Seed,  C  L 5 

Oil,  Cotton  Seed,  L  C  L . . . .      4 
Oil,  Linseed,  Lard   and  Lu- 
bricating        3 

Oil,  Kerosene.     See  Coal  Oil. 
Oil      Sassafras,      in       cans, 

boxed 3T  1 

Oils,  not  otherwise  specified, 

in  barrels.     See  Note  7 3 

Oils,  in  glass  or  cans,  packed, 
except  coal  oil  and  sassa- 
fras oil 1 

OilCake,  LC  L D 

Oil  Cake,  C  L S 

Oil  Cloth,  16  feet  long  or 
orer,  boxed 1)4 


6 
4 


D  1 


class 
class  if  re- 
leased 

Oil  Cloth,,  less   than   16  feet 

.  long,  boxed *2 

Oil  Cloth,  baled 1>^      1 

Oil  Cloth,  not  boxed  or  baled, 

not  in  shipping  order. 

Olives,  in  glass,  packed 1  3 

Olives,  in  barrels  or  casks. ...       4 

Onions,  in  barrels 3  6 

Onion  Setts 3 

Oranges  and  Lemons.    South 

bound 2 

Ordnance  Stores,  N  O  S 1 

Ores,  Copper  and  Iron,  L  C 

L 6 

Ores,  Copper  and  Iron,  C  L. 

See  Note  9. 
Organs,  unboxed,  not  taken. 

Organs,  boxed 1}^       1 

Oysters,  in  cans  or  kegs 4 

Oysters,  in  shell,   in   barrels, 

prepaid 5 

Oysters,  in  shell,  in  bulk,  C  L 

prepaid 6 

Oysters,  in  glass,  packed ....       1  3 

p 

Paints,  in  barrels,  casks  or 
kegs,  dry  and  in  oil 5 

Paints,  in  boxes,  pails  or  cans, 
packed 3 

Paints,  in  cans  or  pails,  un- 
boxed         1 

Paintings  and  Pictures,  well 
boxed,  value  each  box  not 
to  exceed  $200 D    I 

Paintings  and  Pictures,  over 
$200  in  value,  only  taken 
by  special  contract. 

Palm  Leaf  Fans,  pressed ....       1 

Paper,  Writing,  Book  or 
Blotting,  in  boxes 2 

Paper,  Printing,  \Vrap*g,  and 
Roofing  LC  L 4 

Paper,  Printing,  Wrap'g  and 
Roofing,   C  L 5 

Paper,  Medicated  or  Closet. .       3 

Paper  Collars,  packed 1 

Paper,  Sand  and  Flint 3 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


Paper  Plates t  3 

Paper,  product  of  Southern 
Paper  Mills,  shipped  direct 
from   Mills  to    all     points 

North,  East  and  West 6 

Paper  Bags,  LCL 4 

Paper  Bags.  CL 5 

Paper  Barrels  and   Boxes,  in 

nests,  packed 2 

Paper  Boxes  and  Barrels,  not 

nested D  1 

Paper  Hangings,  in  bundles. .  1 

Paper  Hangings,  boxed 2 

Paper  Ware,  N  O  S 1 

Paper  Pulp C 

Paper  Stock,  in  sacks 3 

Paper   Stock,  in   barrrels  or 

hogsheads 4 

Paper  Stock,  pressed,  in  bales  A 

Paris  White 5 

Paste,  in  barrels "6 

Pasteboard 4 

Peaches,  Dried 4 

Peanuts,  LCL 5 

Peanuts,  C  L 6 

Pearl  Ash 5 

Peas,  in  boxes 2 

Peas,  dried  or  split,  in  bags  or 

barrels 5 

Peas,  Cow,  Field  and  Clay ...  D 
Peltries.     See  Furs. 
Pepper  Sauce,  in  glass,  pack- 
ed   1 

Pepper  and  Spices,  in  bags. .  .  3 
Pepper  and  Spices,  not  other- 
wise   specified,   ground,   in 

boxes 2 

Perfumery 1 

Petroleum.     See  Coal  Oil. 

Photographic  Material 1 

Pianos  and  Organs,  boxed. . .  1^ 
Pianos  and  Organs,  unboxed, 
not  taken. 

Pickles,  in  glass,  packed 1 

Pickles,  in  barrels  or  casks. . .  4 

Pickles,  in  cans,  boxed 4 

Picture  Backing,  in  packages.  4 
Picture  Frames,  unboxed. . .  .3T  1 

Picture  Frames,  boxed 1)^ 


a 


D  1 

1 


CLASS    IF-    R  r-- 


Pig's  Feet,  in  barrels  or  kegs .  4 
Pig's  Feet,  in  glass,  packed . .  1 
Pine  Apples.     See  Fruit. 

Pins,  in  cases 1 

Pipes,  Tobacco,  in  boxes 1 

Pipe,  Tin,  boxed 2 

Pipe,  Iron,  LCL 4 

Pipe,  Iron,  CL 5 

Pipe,  Iron  (cast),  3  in.  diam- 
eter, and  over,  C  L 5 

Pipe,  Wood,  LCL 3 

Pipe,  Wood,  C  L 4 

Pipe,  Earthern,  LCL 2 

Pipe,  Earthern, OL 3 

Pipe,  Lead,  in  roHs  or  reels.  .       4 

Pipe,  Lead,  in  casks 6. 

Pipe,  Copper,  Brass  or  Metal. 

NO  S 1 

Pipe,  Copper,  Brass  or  Metal, 

N  O  S,  boxed 3 

Pitch,  in  barrels,  LCL 5 

Pitch,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Plastsr  Castings D    1 

Plaster,  Land.     See  Note  9. 

Plaster  of  Paris ^ 5 

Plated,  or  Whiteware 1 

Plates,  Paper  and  Wood 3 

Plows,  Plow  Steel,  Plow 
Handles,  and  Wood  for 
Agricultural  Implements. 
See  Agricultural  Imple- 
ments. 

Plumbago,  ship's  option 5 

Plumber's   Material,   N  O  S, 

packed 4 

Poles  and  Posts.     See  Lum- 
ber. 
Polishing     Powders,      Com- 
pounds, &c 4 

Porcelain  Ware 1 

Pork  and  Beef,  salted,  in  bar- 
rels       G 

Porter.     Same  as  Ale. 

Potash,  N  OS 5 

Potatoes,  estimated  at  175  lbs. 

per  barrel 3 

Poultry,  dressed,  prepaid 

Poultry,  Live,  in  coop.^  L  C 
L 


'2 


-» 


6 

4 
5 

6 


:i 


2 


6 
1 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
leas'd 


■  ?!x:Itrv%    Live,   C  L.        Sec 
Live  Stock. 

Pctvdcr,  Baking  and  Yeast. .  3 
Powder,  Gun,   &c.,   L  C  L. 

Sec  Notes  5  and  10 D  1 

P:-Ader,   Gun,   &c.,   C    L   of 
5.000    lbs.     or  over.      See 

Notes  5  and  10 1 

Powdered  Leaves,  in  boxes  or 

Darrelf 1 

Preserves,  in  glass,  packed ...  1 

Pre^rvcs,  in  cans,  boxed ....  4 

Preserves,  in  wood,  N  O  S . .  3 

Printer's  Ink,  in  wood 4 

Printing  Presses 2 

Prir.tcd    Matter,    in     sheets, 

*)o.Ked,  prepaid iJ 

Prunes,  in  boxes 2 

Prjnes,  in  casks 4 

PuTiice  Stone 3 

Pi:mps,  Hand 1 

hmp<,  Steam 2 

5*unps  and   Pump   Material, 

*ooden,  CL 4 

?jrap<,  and    Pump   Material, 

*(x^en,  L  C  L 3 

Puttv 5 


Q 


Ctiartcrmaster's  Stores 1 

'<-ickviIver,  in  iron  flasks ....       1 


R 


Radiators 3 

'^igs,  in  sacks  or  crates 3 

^^,  in    barrels    or     hogs- 
heads    4 

^H^i  pressed,  in  bales A 

t^aisint.,  not  strapped 1 

Raisins-,  strapped 2 

•^ikes.    See  Agricultural  Im- 
plements. 

Range  Boilers 1 

Rattan 1 

Rat  Traps 1 


3 


5 
4 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RK- 
LEAS'l> 

Reapers  and   Mowers.      See 

Agricultural  Implements. 
Red  Lead.     See  Paints. 

Refrigerators 1 

Retorts,  Clay 1 

Retorts,  Iron 5  4 

Rict,  in  boxes  or  kegs 2 

Rice,  in  bags,  barrels,  casks, 

or  tierces 5 

Rice,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Rigging,  Wire  or  Rope 4 

Rigging  Blocks 4 

Rivets,  NO  S, 4 

Roofing,   Felt  or    Paper,   in 

bales  or  rolls,  L  C  L 4 

Roofing,   Felt    or    Paper,   in 

bales  or  rolls,  C  L 5 

Roofing  Composition 4 

Roofing,  Slate,  L  C  L 6  6 

Roofing,    Slate,    C   L.      Sec 
Note  9. 

Roofing  Tin,  in  rolls 4  5 

Roofing  Iron,  in  rolls  or  bun- 
dles, wired  or  crated 3  5 

Roofing  Iron,  N  O  S 2  3 

Roofing  Iron,  boxed 4  6 

Roots  and  Herbs,  value  not 

over  10c.  per  lb 4 

Roots  and  Herbs,  value  over 

10c 3 

Rope 4 

Rosin,  L  C  L 6 

Rosin,  C  L S 

Rubber  Packing  and  Hose. . .  3 

Rubber  Belting 3 

Rubber  Car  Springs,  loose. . ,  4 
Rubber  Car  Springs,  boxed .  .  *  5 
Rubber  Clothing  and  Rubber 

Goods  N  O  S 1 

Rugs,  not  otherwise  specified       1 
Russia  Iron,  in  rolls  or  bun- 
dles, wired  or  crated 3  5 

Russia  Iron,  boxed 4  6 

Russia  Iron,  N  O  S 2  3 

Russia  Bristles 1 

Rustic  Work,  not  boxed 3T  1  1 

Rustic  Work,  crated 1 

Rustic  Work,  entirely  boxed .       2 . 

Rye D 
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CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


S 

Sacks.     See  Bags. 

.'Sad  Irons,  loose 2 

iSad  Irons,  packed 5 

Sadlery 2 

.'Saddles,  not  boxed 1 

Saddles,  boxed 2 

Saddle-trees,  not  boxed 1 

Saddle-trees,  boxed 2 

Safes,  Meat  and  Pantrj,  set 

Safes,     Meat     and     Pantry, 

knocked  down  and  packed ,  2 
Sago,  in  bags,  boxes  or  bar- 
rels    3 

Sails 1 

'Saleratus 4 

Salt,  in  sacks,  L  C  L 6 

Salt,  in  sacks,  CL S 

Salt,  Cake,  LC  L 5 

Salt,  Cake,  C  L.   See  Note  9. 

Salt,  Table 4 

Salts,  Epsom,  in  casks  or  bar- 
rels    5 

Salts,  Epsom,  N  O  S 4 

Saltpetre,  L  C  L 5 

:Saltpetre,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 
Sand,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Sand  Paper 3 

...Sardines,  in  boxes 5 

Sash,   Doors   and   Blinds,   L 

CL 3 

Sash,  Doors  and  Blinds,  C  L.  5 

:Sash,  Glazed 1 

Sash  Weights 5 

'fauces,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied   1 

'Sauer  Kraut 4 

.Sausage 4 

Saws,  packed 1 

Saws,  Drag 2 

Saw  Mills.     See  Machinery. 
Saw -logs.    See  Lumber. 

Scales  and  Scale  Beams,  un- 
boxed   1 

Scales     and     Scale     Beams, 

knocked  down  and  packed .  2 

Screens,  Wire 1 


4 

6 
3 


CL. 

CLA'SS  IF  R 

LEA 

Scythes    and     Snaths.       See 
Agricultural  Implements. 

Scythe  Stones 3 

Sea  Grass,  pressed  in  bales.  .  4 
Seed,  Grass  and  Clover.  L  C 

L ;^ 

Seed,  Grass  and  Clover,  C  L  4 
Seed,  not  otherwise  specified.  2 
Separators.        See    Agricul 

tural  Implements. 
Sewing  Machines,  unboxed.  .3T  1 
Sewing   Machines,   or   Parts, 

set  up,  crated,  or  boxed V.^     ^ 

Sewing   Machine?,  or  Parts, 
knocked  down  and  boxed   .2         J 

Shafts,  rough,  LCL 4 

Shafts,  rough,  C  L 5 

Shingles.     See  Lumber. 

Shingle  Machines 2 

Shirts 1 

Shoe  Findings I 

Shoe  Lasts 3 

Shoe  Pegs,  in  bags 1 

Shoe  Pegs,  in  barrels  or  boxes      2 
Shooks  and  Heading,  in  bun- 
dles        6 

Shorts  and  Ship  Stuff D 

Shot,  in  bags -' 

Shot,   in    boxes    or  kegs,  or 

double  sacked '* 

Show  Cards.     See  Signs. 

Showcases 3TI    D  I 

Show  Cases,  entirely  boxed . .     ^^2     ^ 

Shucks,  in  bales D 

Shuttle  Blocks 3 

Sieves,  Wire,  Packed 3T  1 

Sieves,  Tin,  nested,  packed  in 

boxes ^ 

Signs,  Glass 3T  1 

Signs,     Cird,     Metallic     or 

Wood,  boxed *^ 

Sizing  for  Factories * 

Skins,  Sheep,  dry,  baled ^ 

Skins,  Sheep,  green,  in  bun- 
dles       'i 

Skins,  Sheep,  salted,  in  bun- 
dles        3 

Skins,  N  O  S.     See  Furs. 
Slate  Pencils 3 


I 


xliii 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 

leas'd 


I  Sutc,  Roofing,  L  C  L 5  6 

Slate    Roofing,     C   L.       See 
Note  9. 

tilates,  School,  boxed 3 

Sluijh,  in  barrels 0 

Smoked   Beef,    in    boxes    or 

barrels 3 

Smoked  Tongues J^ 

Smoke- Stacks,  ship's   option.  1 

See  Note  2 4 

Snuff,  in   casks,    barrels     or 

boxes 2 

."Muff,  in  jars,  boxed* 1 

Snuff,  in  jars,  unboxed D  1 

^wap,  Castile  and  Fancy 2 

Soap    Softener     (Liquid)    in 

barrels, 3  5 

S')ap,  Common,  in  boxes it 

Soap  Stone,  packed . . . , 2 

Soap  Stone,  crude,  C  L.     Sec 
Note  9. 

Soda,  in  boxes  or  kegs 5 

^-xia,   Nitrate   and    Sulphate 
of.    See  Note  9. 

Soda  Fountains,  fully  boxed .  !}{      1 

Soda  Ash  and  Sal  Soda 5 

Soda,  Caustic,  in  iron  casks .  .  5 

Solder 5 

Sorghum,  in  barrels  or  hogs- 
heads    5  G 

%lter,  in  slabs  or  casks, 5 

Apices,  in  boxes,  ground.. ....  2 

Spices,  in  bags 3 

Spokes  and  Shafts,  LCI 4 

Jipokes  and  Shafts,  C  L o 

^t.  John*8    Bread,    in  barrels 

or  )x)xes 1 

Starch,  except  corn  starch,  C 

L 5 

starch,  except  corn  starch,  L 

CL 4 

Starch,  Corn 3 

Stationery 2 

Statues,  at  option   of  initial 

roads  or  steamers 3T 1  1 

Staves.    See  Lumber. 

Steam  Guages 1 

Steam  Heaters 3  4 

Step  Ladders D   1 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


Steel,  loose 3 

Steel  Bars,  each  200  lbs.  and 

over 5 

Steel,  wired  or  strapped 3 

Steel,  packed 5 

Steelyards,  unboxed 1 

Steelyards,    knocked     down 

and  packed 2 

Stone,  not  otherwise  specified. 

See  Marble  and  Granite. 
Stoneware.  Same  as  Earthen- 
ware. 

Stools,  Piano 1 

Stoves,  Stove  Plates  and 
Stove  Furniture   and    Hol- 

lowware,  LCL 1 

Stoves,  Stove  Plates  and 
Stove  Furniture  and  Hol- 
lowware,    C    L,     not    less    « 

15,000  pounds 3 

Stove  Boards,  boxed  or  crat- 
ed        3 

Stove  Blacking,  packed 4 

Stove  Pipe D   1 

Straw,  pressed  in  bales,  LCL      5 
Straw,  pressed  in  bales,  C  L 
or  over   (minimum   weight 

20,000  lbs.  to  car) D 

Straw  Cutters.  Sec  Agricul- 
tural Implements. 

Straw  Goods 1 

Sugar,  in  bags 2 

Sugar,  in  boxes 5 

Sugar,  in  barrels  and  hogs- 
heads         0 

Sugar  Cane,  prepaid 0 

Sugar     Rollers.       See    Iron 

Castings. 
Sujjar  Mills  and  Trains.    See 
Agricultural  Implements. 

Sulphur,  packed 4 

Sulphates  of  Ammonia,  Pot- 
ash and  Soda,  LCL 5 

Sulphates  of  Ammonia,  Pot- 
ash and  Soda,  C  L.  Sec 
Note  9. 

Sumac,  ground 4 

Sumac,  Leaf,  C  L,  estimated 

at  16,000  lbs 5 


3 
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CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 

Syrups,  in  barrels  or  hogs- 
heads         5  6 

Syrups,  in  cans,  boxed,  or  in 
kegs 3  4 

Syrups,  in  glass,  boxed 1  3 


CL  \2 

CLASS    IF   Kl 

LEA^ 


Tacks 3 

Tallow,  in  barrels B 

Tallow,  N  O  S 5 

Tamarinds,  in  boxes  or  kegs .  2 

Tanbark,  in  sacks 5 

Tapioca,  in  boxes,  barrels   or 

bags *  3 

Tar,  LC  L 6 

Tar,  C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Tea 1 

Telegraph   Cross  Arms    and 

Insulator  Brackets  or  Pins.  6 

Tents,  Tent  Poles  and  Pins. .  2 

Terra  Cotta,  in  packages  ....  3 

Terra  Cotta,  loose,  LCI 2 

Terra  Cotta,  C  L 3 

Terra  Japonica  4 

Thread 1 

Ties,  Cotton  and  Hay A 

Tile,  Floor  and  Marble 4 

Tile,  Fire,  for  lining,  etc 2 

Tile,  Drain  and  Roofing,  L  C 

L V 2 

Tile,  Drain  and  Roofing,  C  L 

ship's  option 3 

Tinner's  Trimmings,  N  O  S .  2 

Tin,  Block  or  Pig..... 6 

Tin  Foil,  in  boxes 2 

Tin  Plate,  in  boxes  or  rolls. .  .  4 

Tin  Roofing,  in  rolls 4 

Tin,   Stamped    Ware,   Plates 

and  Pans  (nested),  boxed. .  4 

Tinware,  N  O  S,  boxed 1 

Tobacco,  cut,  in  boxes,  barrels 

or  bales 1 

Tobacco,  Leaf,  in  cases I 

Tobacco,  Smoking 1 

Tobacco,     manufactured,    in 

boxes  or  kegs I 


5 
6 


5 
5 
6 


5 
o 


Tobacco,        unmanufactured, 

not  prized 

Tobacco,       unmanufactured, 

prized 

Tobacco  Stems,  prized G 

Tobacco  Stems,  not  prized .  .        1 
Tobacco    Box     Material,    in 

shocks 6 

Tobacco    Cans    and    Boxes, 

empty 1 

Tobacco  Screws  and  fixtures.       4 

Tongues,  smoked 3 

Tonqua  Beans,   in   boxes  or 

barrels 1 

Tools,  Mechanics',  boxed ....        2 

Tow,  in  bales 2 

Tow,  in  bales,  compressed ...        3 

Toys,  boxed D    1 

Traps,  Mouse  and  Rat 1 

Traveling  Bags*. 1 

Trees  and   Shrubbery,  baled, 

prepaid  or  guaranteed D   1 

Trees   and    Shrubbery,    pre- 
paid or  guaranteed,  boxed..       1 

Tree  Nails 6 

Tripoli 4 

Trucks,  Warehouse 1 

Trunks 3T  1 

Trunks,  in  nests,  or  filled  with 

Merchandise,  strapped D  I 

Tubs,  L  C  L I 

Tubs,  C  L,  not  less  than   10,- 

000  lbs ' I 

Turbine  Water  Wheels 3 

Turnips 3 

Turpentine,  Spirits,  in   cans, 

boxed 

TurpeHtine,   Spirits,   in    bar- 
rels, LCL 3 

Turpentine,  Spirits  or  Crude, 
C  L.     See  Note  9. 

Twine 3 

Type,  boxed 2 

u 

Umbrellas,  boxed 1 

Urns,  iron 3 


3 


D  I 

1 
2 

4 
4 
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CLASS 

class  if  re- 
lbas'd 


rmkh,  in  cans,  boxed 9 

unish,  in  cans,  not  boxed .  .  1 
irnish,  in  barrels  or  kegs. . .  2 
lu'.t    Lights,      rough      and 

heavy 6 

egelables,   in  cans 4 

egetables,  fresh,  not  other- 
w\s«  specified,  prepaid  or 
guaranted 3 

'imcLEs    AS^D    Material 

FOR     VeHICLKS,     as     FOL- 
LOWS: 

Car  Load  Wagons  and  Carts, 
charged  at  not  less  than  20,- 

1100  lbs 4  6 

Ca:  Load  Buggies  and  Carri- 
^  charged  at  not  less  than 

10,000  lbs 3  4 

Cmges,  Buggies,  Gigs,  Sul- 
iaes  and  Trotting  Wagons, 
J^.  D.,  boxed  or  well  crated  D  1  1 

Carriages  and  Buggies  set  up, 

actual  weight 4T1     3T1 

Farm  or  Lumbar  Wagons 
«nd  Carts,   set    up,  actual 

^ttgU Dl  l}4 

Farm  or  Lumber  Wagons 
and  Carts,  taken  apart,  and 
thoroughly  knocked   down, 

actual  weight 3  4 

%s,  Sulkies  or  Trotting 
^'igons  set  up,  weight  esti- 

^^ed  at  150  lbs 4T1      3T1 

-%  Coaches,  Omnibuses 
iwi  Hearses,  special  con- 
tract. 

^Jreet  Cars,  actual  weight. . .  3T1 
/■fWcles,  Material  for,  Wood, 

Hubs,  Spokes,  Shafts,Bows, 

^^^^oes,      Single  •     Trees, 

Wheels,  &c.,  &c.,  L.  C.  L.      4 

'he  same,  C.  L 5 

^<^hicles.  Material  for.  Iron, 
^xes,  Skeins  and  Springs, 
^oose.  9 


The 


same,  boxed 4 


CLASS 

class  if  rb- 
lbas'd 

Velocipede,  set  up 4X1 

Velocipedes,    knocked  down, 

crated i^      i 

Veneering,  not  boxed Dl 

Veneering,  boxed 1 

Vermicelli i 

Vinegar a  5 

Vises,  Iron . . . .  # 4 

Vitriol,  Oil  of.    See  Acids 

Vitriol,Blue 5 

w 

Wadding jji 

Wagons,   Children's,  set  up, 

not  boxed 3X1 

Wagons,  Children's,  set  up, 
boxed Dl 

Wagons,  Children's,  knocked 
down  in  boxes,  bundles  or 
crates 1 

Wagons,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied.    See  Vehicles. 

Wagon  Axles 5 

Wagon  Bows,  Felloes,  Hubs, 
Shafts,  Spokes,  Swingle- 
trees,  and  Wheels.  See 
Vehicles. 

Wagon  Boxes,  Skeins  and 
Springs.     Sec  Vehicles. 

Washing    Machines 2 

Washing  Powders,  •  Com- 
pounds, &c 4 

Waste,  Cotton,  pressed  in 
bales 5 

Water  Coolers  and  Filters, 
boxed 1 

Water  Pipe.  See  Pipe,  Iron, 
Wood,  &c. 

Wax • 4 

Well  BuckeU 4 

Well  Curbing a 

Whalebone 1 

Wheelbarrows.  See  Agri- 
cultural Implements. 

Wheat D 

Whcaten  Grits 5 

Whips 1 

Whiskey,  in   wood,    owner's 


Ixvi 


CLASS 
CLASS  IF  RE- 
LEASED 


risk  of  leakage.  Value  limi- 
ted to  75c.  per  gallon,  and 
so  endorsed  on  Bill  of  Lad- 
ing, hy  shipper, 

Whiskey,  in  wood,  not  other- 

wise  specified 2 

Whiskey,  in  boxes  or  baskets.       1 
White  Lead  and  Zinc  Paints. 
See  Paints. 

Whiting '...       5 

Willow-ware Dl 

Willow  Reeds,  in  bales 2 

Window  Frames,  L.  C.  L. . .       3 

Window  Frames,  C.  L ft 

Window  Shades 1 

Wine.     See  Liquors. 

Wire  Cloth 1 

Wire  Goods,  Boxed,  N.  O.  S.       1 

Wire  Screens 1 

Wire  Mattresses.     See  Furni- 
ture. 
Wire,  not  otherwise  specified .       3 

Wire,  Rope 4 

Wire,  Telegraph   or  Barbed 

for  Fencing 4 

Wood. — Same   as    Lumber- 
See  note  9. 
Wood  in  shape,  in  the  rongh. 


H 

3 
2 


4 

6 


OLASv 
CLASS  IF   RK- 


N.   O.  S 4 

Wood    Screws,  in    casks  or 

boxes 2 

Wooden-ware,  L.  C.  L 3 

Wooden -ware,  C.  L.,  not  less 

than  10,000  lbs 3 

Wool  in  bags 1 

Wool  pressed  in  bales 3 

Woolen  Goods,  products  of 
Woolen  Factories,  shipped 
direct  from  Southern  Fac- 
tories to  all  points,  North, 

East  and   West 4 

Wrapping  Paper,  L.  C.  L.  . .       4 
Wrapping  Paper,  C.  L 5 

Y 

Yarns,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied   3 

Yeast,  in  wood 3 

Yeast  Powders 3 

Yeast  Cakes,  in  boxes 3 

Yokes 1 

z 

Zinc 5 

Zinc  Paints.     See  Paints. 

Zinc   Oxide o 


2. 

4 


Concerning  Released  Rates,  see  Note  7. 


The  foregoing  Classification^  was  adopted  by  Hate  Committee  of  the . 
Southern  Railway  and  Steamship  Association^  at  its  Fourteenth  Seas^ion.to 
take  Effect  Monday^  1st  August^  1S81. 

EXPLANATION  OF  DOUBTFUL  EXPRESSIONS. 

"Vehicles." — In  all  items  under  heading  of  Vehicles,  the  tenn  Wagons  is  intended  to 
apply  only  to  rough  cheap  farm  wagons  with  or  without  springs,  and  is  noi  intended  for  bug- 
gies or  varnished  pleasure  or  business  wagons,  which  articles  and  articles  of  like  character 
take  same  classes  as  Buggies,  Trotting  Wagons,  etc. 

"Woodkn-ware"  does  not  include  Willow -ware,  which  is  D  1,  C.  L.  or  L.  C,  L. 

In  connection  with  other  items  of  doubtful  expression,  (if  any,)  shipping  or  receiving 
clerks  should  consult,  if  possible,  With  some  superior  officer.  If  that  is  impracticable,  assess 
At  the  highest  class,  as  claims  for  overchange,  if  any,  can  be  promptly  made  and  collected. 
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JS^OTICE  TO  AGENTS  AND  BILLING  CLERKS. 

Particular  attention  should  be  given  to  properly  classifying  and 
vetgliiiig  of  packages.  Delivering  roads  will  assess  up  to  correct  clas* 
md  weight  all  shipments  improperly  classed  or  underbilled  in  weight*, 
(far  load  or  less.) 


PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  IN  LETTERED  CLASSES. 


Ci  ASS  A. — 


Cl\ss    B. 


Class    C- 
Class   I>.- 


Ties  an<J  Bagging,  Paper  Stock 
and   Rags,  pressed   in  Bales. 
Coal    and    Coke,    in   Boxes, 
Bbls,  or  Casks,  L.  C.  L. 
Bacon  packed  in  any  quantity; 
Bulk  Meat,  car  load,  owner's 
risk  of  spoiling.     Lard   if  re- 
leased.   Tallow  in  Bbls. 
-Flour  in  sacks. 
Grain,  Meal   and  Bran,   &c., 
any  quantity;    Hay,  Fodder, 
&c.,  car  load  ;  Oil   Cake  and 
Cotton  Seed  Meal,  L.  C.  L. 


Class  E. — Ale  and  Beer,  in  wood,  owner's 
risk  of  leakage  and  fermenta* 
tion.       I 

Ale  and  Beer  Barrels,  etc.,  re- 
turned empty,  released. 

Class  F. — Flour,  Grits  and  Hominy,  in 
barrels. 

Class  G. — Beef  and  Pork,  salted,  in  bar- 
rels. 

Class  H. — Whiskey  in  wood,  value  limi- 
ted to  75  cents  per  gallon. 


COMMITTEE  ON  RATES. 

Sol.  Haas,  J.  W.  McCarrick,  W.  H.  Stanford,  John  B.  Peck,  E.  P. 
Wilson,  T.  M.  Emerson,  G.  A.  Whitehead,  R.  A.  Anderson,  Geo.  R.  KnoXy 
E.  R.  Dorsey,  Jas.  R.  Ogden. 

Attest :     CH AS.  A.  SINDALL,  VIRGIL  POWERS, 

Secretary.  Chairman, 


APPENDIX    D 


jBoptomboir  X0t.  xaaa. 


CIRCULAR  LETTER  No.  a— Series  of  1882-83. 


THE    SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  AND  STEAMSHIP  ASSOCIATION. 


RATES  OF  FREIGHT 


FROM 


EASTERN,  WESTERN  AND  COAST  CITIES 


TO 


LOCAL  POINTS   SOUTH, 


Taking  Effect  September  Ist,  1882. 


lii 


Circular  Letter  No.  3 — Series  of  1882-83. 
THE  SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  AND  STEAMSHIP  ASSOCIATION. 

OFFICE   OF   THE   GENERAL    COMMISSIONER. 

•  Macon,  Ga.,  August  28,  188:. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Herewith  find  Rates  to  various  local  points  South,  based  on  Rates  of  Circul4i.r 
Letter  No.  3 — Series  of  1882-83,  to  competitive  and  junction  points,  as  agreed  upon 
at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Rate  Committee,  held  in  New  York,  August  9th  to  12th,  1882. 

These  Rates  take  effect  at  Shipping  Point*?  Friday,  September  1st,  1882,  and  must  br 
strictly  maintained. 

These  Rates  work  to  and  from  points  named,  and  supersede  all  previous  Rates  on 
articles  embraced  in  Classes  First  to  H. 

The  Rates  herein  named  are  in  all*  cases  made  by  adding  locals  to  nearest  terminal  or 
junction  points,  the  lowest  totals  so  obtained  being  adopted . 

Change  Classification  to  read  Domestics,  Denims,  Sheetings,  Shirtings  and  Tickings  in 
in  boxes  or  bales — South  bound — Class  1 ;  Class  if  Released,  2,  taking  effect  September 
1st,  1883. 

Your  special  attention  is  called  to  this.     See  that  it  is  enforced. 

I  will  hand  you  in  a  few  days  Circular  of  Rates  to  local  points,  based  on  the  poinl;* 

herein  given. 

Copies  of  this  Circular  will  be  furnished  you  at  cost  on  application. 

VIRGIL  POWERS, 

General  Commissioner, 
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cxx 
PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  IN  LEriERED  CLASSES, 


Class  A — Ties  and  Bagging ;    Hessians,   in  original  bales,   released  ;  Jute   Butts,  Pap 

stock  and  Rags,  pressed  in  bales ;  Coal  and  Coke,  in  boxes,  barrels  or  cask 

L.  C.  L. ;   Barrel  material.   Loose,  C.  L.  ;   Barrel   material,  IIoopc,   Ilea 

Shooks,  etc.,  in  packages  ;   Box  Stuff  in  packages  ;   Drain  and  Roofing  Ti 

•  C.  L.,  released  ;   Cotton  Factory  Sweepings,  Paper  and  Wood  Pulp. 

Class  B — Bacon,  packed  in  any  quantity  ;  Bulk  Meat,  carload,  owner's  risk  of  spoilini*^ 
Lard,  if  released  ;  Tallow,  in  barrels  ;  Cooking  Oil,  released. 

Class  C — Flour  in  Sacks. 

Class  D — Grain,  Meal  and  Bran,  any  quantity  ;  Hay,  Fodder,  etc.,  C.  L  ;  Oil  Cake  and 
Cotton  Seed  Meal,  L.  C.  L. 

Class  E — Ale,  Beer  and  Porter,  in  wood,  C.  L.  owner's  risk  of  leakage  or  fermentation  ; 
Ale,  Beer  and  Porter,  in  glass,  packed,  C,  L.,  released  ;  Ale  and  Beer  barrcK 
returned,  empty,  released. 

Class  F — Flour,  Grits  and  Hominy,  in  barrels. 

Class  G — Beef  and  Pork,  salted,  in  barrels. 

Class  H — Whisky,  in  wood,  value  limited  to  seventy-five  cents  per  gallon. 


COMMITTEE  ON  RATES : 


The  foregoing  Tariffs  adopted  by  the  Rate  Committee  of  the  Southern  Railway  and  Steam- 
ship Association,  to  take  effect  Friday,  September  1st,  1882. 

Sol.  Haas,  W.  H.  Stanford,  E.  P.  Wilson,  G.  A.  Whitehead,  Joseph  M.  Browx, 
J.  R.  Ogden,  S.  B.  Pickens,J.  M.  Culp. 

VIRGIL  POWERS, 

A  if  est  !  Chairman. 

CHAS.  A.  SINDALL,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  E. 


CLASSIFICATION 


OF    THE 

>IASHVILLE,  CHATTANOOGA   &   ST.   LOUIS   RAILWAY. 


EXPLANATION  OF  CHARACTERS. 
The  Class  is  given  opposite  each  articles.    1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  stand  for  First,  Second 
Third  Fourth  and  Fifth  Classes  respectively ;  1>^  for  once  and  a  half  First  Class  ;  Dl  for 
twice  First  Class. 


CLASS 


Acids,  owner's  risk,  and  company's  . 

convenience D  1 

Agricultural  Implements,  car  load . .  S 
Agricultural  Implements,  less  than 
car  load,  as  follows  : 
Harvesting     Machines,    Reapers, 
Thrashers,  Plows,  Seed  Mills,  ac- 
tual  weight 1 

Corn  Planters,  Fanning  Mills, 
Cultivators,  Horse  Rakes,  and 
similar  light  and  bulky  machines .  D  1 

Cultivators     and     Horse    Rakes, 

knocked  down  and  tied  in  bundles      1 
Alcohol,    owner's    risk   of   leakage 

same  as  Whisky 

Ale  and   Porter  in   glass,  packed, 

owner's  risk, 1 

Ale  and  Beer  in  wood 3 

Alum ; 2 

Anchors 4 

Anvils ,, t . .       3 

Apples,  dried 2 

Apples,  green,  owner's  risk S 

Ashes,  Pot  and  Pearl 4 

Axes 3 

Axe  handles 3 

Axles,  Car 4 

Axle  Grease 8 

Axle,  Iron 3 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc. : 
Single  Horse,  Mule,  Cow  or  Oxen, 

i^ate  as  2,000  lbs 1 

Two    Horses,    Mules,  Cows    or 
Oxen,  rates  as  3,000  lbs 1 


Three   Horses,    Mules,  Cows  or 

Oxen,  rates  as  3,600  lbs 

Four    Horses,   Mules,    Cows,  or 

Oxen,  rate  as  4,200  lbs 

Each  additional  animal  at  600  lbs. 
1st  Class  until  ©qual  to  car-load 
rates.  Jacks  and  Stallions  at 
same  rate  as  above  at  contract 
valuation  of  $160  each.  If  at 
higher  valuation  they  will  be 
charged  at  1,000  lbs.,  1st  class,  for 
each  hundred  dollars  of  any 
agreed  value  over  $150  each 
Sheep,    Goats,    Hogs,    Pigs,  &c. 

boxed  owner's  risk 

Poultry  in  coops 


B 


CLASS 
L 

1 


3 
3 


Bacon  and  Bulk  Meats,  loose,  in  car 

loads * 

Bacon  and  Bulk  Meats,  less  than  car 

load 1 

Bacon,  packed 4 

Bagging  and  Bale  Rope 3 

Bags,  in  bales '  •  3 

Baking  Powders 2 

Bark  and  Cob  Mills 3 

Barley,  same  as  grain 5 

Barley,  Pearl, 3 

Baryte * 

Barrels,  Casks,  etc.,  new  empty,  ac- 
tual weight,  less  than  car  load D  1 

Barrels,  Coal-oil,  Ale  and  Beer,  ac- 
tual weight,  less  than  car  load 1 

Baskets D  1 

Bath  Brick 4 


CXXIV 


CLASS 


Bath  Tubs D  1 

Batting D  1 

Beans,  dry 3 

Bed  Cord,  in  bundles 1 

Bed  Springs D  1 

Beadsteads,  see  furniture. 

Beef  and  Pork,  packed 4 

Bee  Hives D  1 

Beer,  see  Ale  and  Beer 

Beeswax 2 

Bells 2 

Bellows 2 

Belting,  Rubber  or  Leather , .       2 

Berries 2 

Billiard  Tables,  boxed  owner's  risk.  D  1 

Binders'  Board 2 

Bird  Cages,  boxed D  1 

Bird  Cages,  not  boxed 4t  1 

Bitters,  in  glass 1 

Blacking 2 

Black  Lead,  in  bbls.  or  boxes 2 

Bleaching  Salt  and  Powders 4 

Blinds 1 

Blue  Vitrol 2 

Boiler  Felting 2 

Boiler  Flues  and  Fittings 2 

Boilers  under  30  feet 2 

Boilers  30  feet  and  over 1 

Bonnets,  boxed D  1 

Books 1 

Boots  and  Shoes,  boxed 1 

Boots  and  Shoes,  in  trunks,  canvass- 
ed        1 

Borax 1 

Bottles,  empty,  in  barrels,  boxes,  or 

casks,  owners'  risk,  breakage 3 

Boxes,  empty,  prepaid 1 

Bran 5 

Brandy 1 

Brass  Castings,  Sheets,  Bolts,  and 

Wire 2 

Brass  Vessels 2 

Brick S 

Brimstone  in  bbls.  or  hhds 3 

Brooms,  in  bales  or  bundles 1 

Broom  Corn,  compressed 2 

Broom   Handles 3 

Brushes 1 

Buckets 1 

Buggies,  see  Vehicles. 


Buggy  Bodies D  I 

Burial  Cases,  Metalic 1 

Burlaps 2 

Burning  Fluid,  owner's  risk 1 

Butter 2 

Burr  Blocks :       4 


c 


Cabbage,  same  as  Vegetables,  own- 
er's risk 

Cabinet  Organs D 

Cable  Chains 

Cakes 

Camphene,  owner's  risk  leakage .... 

Candles 

Canned  Goods 

Cans,  empty 3t 

Cane  Mills 

Caps 

Carpets  and  Carpeting 

Carpenters'  Tools 

Carriages,  see  Vehicles. 

Carriages  Springs  and  Boxes 3 

Car  Springy,  rubber 2 

Car  Wheels  and  Axles •* 

Carts,  see  Vehicles. 

Cast  Iron  Grain   Mills 3 

Cast  Oil 1 

Casting,  light,  owner's  risk 2 

Castings,    heavy,    over    3,000    lbs., 

each,  owner's  risk ^ 

Cement  and  Plaster S 

Chain,  cotton,  wool  or  hempen. ...      'I  \ 

Chains 3  ' 

Chain  Pumps,  wood IH 

Chain  Piynps,  cast  iron .,,,..,....      1 
Chairs,  well  boxed,  owner's  risk. . . .  D  1  | 

Chairs,  not  boxed,  owner's  risk 3t  1 

Chair  Stuff,  in  rough 3 

Chalk '^ 

Cheese  in  boxes  and  casks "'^ 

Chinaware,  owner's   risk,  breakage.      1 

Chocolate 2 

Churns , 1 

Cider,  in  bbls.,  owner's  risk ^ 

Cider  in  glass 1 

Cider  Mills  and  Presses 1 

Cigars,  boxed  and  strapped ^  ^ 


cxxv 


CLASS 

Circular  Saw  Frames  &  Saws 1 J^ 

Circular  Saw  Mills 1 

Clocks Dl 

Clock  Weights 3 

Clothes    Pins 2 

Clothing^ 1 

Clover  and  Grass  Seed 2 

Clover   HuUers 1 

Coal  in  hhds.,  Ji  of 4 

Coal  in  car  loads,  see  coal  tariff. 
Coal  Oil,  less  than  car  load,  carrier's 

risk 

Same,  owner's  risk 

I  Coal  Oil  in  car  loads,  carrier's  risk. 

Same,  owner's  risk 

Coal  Tar 

Cob  Mills 

Cocoa 

Cocoa  Matting 

Codfish  in  casks  or  boxes •• 

Coffee,  ground 

Coffee,  green 

Coffee  Mills 

Coffins  

Collars,  Horse 

Composition  for  roofing 

Concentrated  Lye 

m 

Condensed  Milk,  Coffee  and  Meats. 

Confectionery 

Congress  Water 

Copperas 

Copper  bottoms  and  Castings 

Copper  Plate,  Sheet,  Bolts,  Pig, 
Wire,  Nails  and  Rods 

'oppcr  Stills 

Copper  Vessels 

I    Copying  Presses 

i    w')rdage  in  bundles 

Corks 


orn 


Com  and  Cob  Crushers 

Oorn  Meal,  released 

Corn  Meal,  in  car  loads  of  not  less 
than  16,000  lbs.,  released 

Corn  Mills 

I  'orn  Shellers 

I  CoUon  cards 

\  Cotion 

Cotton  Gins  and  Planters 

Cotton  Presses,  knocked  down 


Dl 
1 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 

2 
Dl 
1 
1 
1 
Dl 
5 
3 
4 

5 
3 
1 
2 
S 
1 
4 


CLASS 

Cotton  Seed , 5 

Same  in  car  loads S 

Cotton  Ties 3 

Cotton  Waste 3 

Cotton  Yarns 2 

Covers  and  Sieves D  1 

Crackers 2 

Cradles,  Grain,  set  up D  1 

Cradles,  in  bundles 1 

C  ranberries 2 

Cream  Tartar 1 

Crockery,  in  boxes  or  barrels 2 

Crocxery,  in  crates  or  hhds 3 

Crowbars 3 

Cultivators D  1 

Currants,  dried 2 

Cutlery 2 

Cutting  Boxes 1 

D 

Dates 1 

Denims 2 

Demijohns,  owner's  risk D  1 

Dessiccaled  Meats  and  Vegetables . .  1 
Domestics — Sheeting,Shirting,Tick- 

ing  and  Denims 2 

Door  and  Window  Frames 1 

Doors 2 

Drag  Saws  with  horse  power  '2 

Drain  Tile 3 

Dried  Fruit 2 

Drugs  and  Medicines 1 

Drums 4  times  1 

Dry    Goods,    in    boxes,    bales  and 

tnmks,  canvassed 1 

Duck 2 

T^y^  Stuffs,  not  otherwise  specified...  2 


E 


Earthenware  or  Stoneware,  in  crates 

or  hhds 3 

Same,  in  boxes  or  barrels 2 

Earthen  or  Stoneware,  in  car  loads.  4 

Earth  Paint 4 

Edge  Tools 2 

Eggs,  pacj^jcd,  .Qwncrld  jrisk 3 

Engines 1 


CXXVI 


CLASS 

Epsom  Salts  2 

Extract  of  Logwood 2 

Evaporators D  1 

F 

• 

Fan  Mills D  1 

Feathers,  in  bags D 1 

Felt  for  roofing 2 

Fertilizers,  car  loads S 

Fertilizers,  less  than  car  load 5 

Figs 1 

Fire  Brick 4 

Fire-arms 1 

Fire  Crackers  and  Works D  1 

Fire  Clay 4 

Fish,  pickled   or  salted,  barrels  and 

half-barrels 3 

Fi8h,kit6 2 

Fish,  fresh,  prepaid,  released 1 

Flax,  in  bales  or  boxes 2 

Flax  Seed 2 

Flour,  in  bbls S 

Flour,  in  sacks,  less  than  car  load ...  4 
Flour,  in  sacks,  car  load,  10  per  cent. 

additional  on  bbl.  rates. 

Forks,  hay  and  manure 1 

Fruit,  canned 1  ^ 

Furniture,  knocked  down,  in   bundles 

owner^s  risk 1 

Furniture,  well  boxad, (except  chairs) 

owner's  risk 1 

Furniture,  not  boxed,  owner's  risk  of 

breakage  and  chafing D  1 

Furniture,  car  loads S 

G 

Game,  owner's  risk,  prepaid 1 

Gviden  Seeds 1 

Gas  Fixtures,  boxed 1 

Gas  and  Lead  Pipe 3 

Ginger 2 

Ginseng 2 

Glass  Ware,  owner's  risk 1 

Glass,  Window,  20x30  and  over 2 

Glass  Window,  under  20x30 3 

G  lue -» >  2 

Grain 6 


CLA^S 

Grass  and  Clover  Seed ^ 

Grass  and  Hemp  Mats 3 

Grease,  same  as  lard. 

Grindstones,  owner's  risk 4 

Groceries,    assorted,   not  otherwise 

specified 2 

Gums 2 

Gunny  Bags,  in  bales 2 

Gunpowder D  1 

Guns,  Rifles  and  other  fire  arms 2 

H 

Hair,  in  sacks 1 

Hair,  pressed  in  bales 2 

Harness,  loose 1 

Harness  boxed 3 

Hardware,  not  otherwise  specified. .  U 

Hats  and  Caps D 1 

Hay,  loose  pressed,  less  than  can  load  1 

Hay,  tight  Pressed,  less  than  car  load  3 

Hay,  in  car  loads S 

Hay  Elevators IK* 

Hay  Knives 1 

Head-lights Dl 

Hemp,  in  bales,  owner's  risk  of  fire..  2 

Hemp  Machines 2 

Herring,  in  boxes  or  kegs 2 

Hides,  dry,  loose 1 

Hides,  dry,  in  bales i 

Hides,  green 3 

Hinges 3 

Hobby  Horses D 1 

Hoes 1 

Hollow  Ware,  same  as  stoves. 

Hominy ♦ 

Hominy  Mills - 

Honey,  in  comb 1 

Honey,  strained 2 

Hoofs  and  Horns,  small  lots 3 

Hooks 2 

Hops 1 

Horse  Powers ' 

Horse  Shoes 3 

Household  Goods,  car  loads ^ 

Same,  less  than  car  load ^ 

I 

Ice,  car  load ^ 

Ice,  prepared,  less  than  car  load —  ^ 

Ice  Cream  Freezers ^ 


cxxvu 


CLASS 

Indian  Rubber  Goods 1 

indigo 1 

jink 1 

Iron  bar  band  and  boiler 3 

Iron  Bolts,  and  Washers ^ 

Iron  Castings,  in  boxes  or  casks 3 

Iron  castings,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied, lightand  loose 2 

Iron  castings,  heavy  and  plain 4 

Iron  Facings 3 

Iron,  Hoop  and  Sheet 3 

Iron  Nuts  and  Rivets 2 

!ron  Ore,    Pig  and    Scrap,    in  car 

loads S 

>ime,  lest  than  car  load 5 

'.ron  Pipe  Gas  and  Water 3 

!'on  Railing,  Roofing  (boxed)  Safes 

ind  Shutters 3 


K 


Kerosene  Oil,  same  as  coal  oil. 

L 

Udders Dl 

Umpblack 1 

Lard,  in  kegs  or  barrels 4 

Lard,  in  cans,  cased  or  boxed 3 

Lasts 3 

Laths,  in  car  loads S 

Lead,  Pipe.  Bar  or  Sheet 2 

Lead,  in  casks 3 

Leather,  loose 1 

Leather,  in  rolls  or  boxes 2 

Lemon's  and  Oranges,  owner's  risk 

of  damages  and  wastage 1 

Lightning  Rods,  in  bundles 2 

Lime S 

Liquor  or  Liquids,  in   glass  owner's 

Liquor  in  Wood  not  otherwise 
ipecified,  owner's  risk  of  leak- 
age        1 

Liquorice 1 

Lithographic  Stone,  owner's  risk. . .       1 

Live  Stock,  in  car  loads S 

Live  Stock,  less  than  car  load 
released,  estimated  weight  of  local 
tariff,  (see  Animals) 1 


CLASS 

Locomotive  Tires 4 

Looking  Glasses,  owner's  risk D  1 

Lumber, S 

M 

Machinery,  in  car  loads S 

Machinery,  light  under  300  lbs 1 

Machinery,    heavy,    not    otherwise 

specified 2 

Madder 2 

Malt,  in  car  loads 4 

Malt,  less  than  car  load 3 

Marble,  rough  in  car  loads S 

Marble,  in  blocks,  rough 4 

Marble,   lettered,   prepaid,    owner's 

risk Dl 

Marble,  wrought,  owner's  risk 3 

Marble,  slabs,  un wrought,  owner's 

risk 3 

Marbles,  in  casks  or  boxes 3 

Matches,  owner's  risk D  1 

Matting,  straw 1 

Matting,  cocoa  or  hemp 2 

Mats  and  Rugs 1 

Mattresses D  1 

Meal,  see  corn  meal. 

Measures. 1 

Medicines 1 

Mellons,  prepaid,  released 3 

Merchandise,    in    boxes    or    trunks 

canvassed 1 

Mill  stones,  owner's  risk  of  breakage      4 

Mill  Stuff 5 

Mineral  Water,  in  glass 1 

Mineral  Water,  in  wood 3 

Molasses,  owner's  risk  leakage 4 

Moldings  and  Picture  Frames D  1 

Moss  in  sacks 1 

Moss,  pressed  in  bales 3 

Mowers,    (See  Agricultural   Imple- 
ments.) 
Musical  Instruments,  not  otherwise 

specified D  1 

Mustard  and  Mustard  seed 1 

N 

Nails,  in  boxes  or  bags 2 

Nails  and  Spikes,  in  kegs 4 


CXXVlll 


CLASS 


Nail  Rods  3 

Nuts,  in  boxes,  casks  or  sacks 1 


o 


Oakum  in  bales 2 

Oats 6 

Oil  Cake 5 

Oils    in    barrels,    owner**    risk    of 

leakage,  except  coal  and  castor. .       2 
Oil,  in  glass  or  cans,  except  coal  and 

castor,  owner's  risk 1 

Onions S 

Oranges  and  Lemons,  owner's   risk 

of  damage  and  wastage • .       1 

Ores  ; S 

Osnaburgs 2 

Ox  Yokes D  1 

Oysters,  in  canned 1 

Oysters,  in  shell,  owner's   risk,   pre- 


paid 


Paintings  and  Pictures D  1 

Paints   in   boxes,   cans  or  kegs  not 

otherwise  specified ' ,       2 

Paper,  in  boxes   1 

Paper  Hangings 1 

Paper,  Printing  and  Wrapping 3 

Paper  Bags 3 

Pasteboard 2 

Peaches,  dried 2 

Peaches,  green,  prepaid 4 

Peas,  dried 4 

Pepper 2 

Piano-fortes,  boxed  owner\s  risk. . . .  S 

Pickles,  in  casks 2 

Pickles,  in  glass 1 

Pig  Iron,  in  car  load S 

Pig  Iron,  less  than  car  load 5 

Pine  Apples,  owner's  risk 1 

Pipes,  clay 1 

Pitch 5 

Plaster S 

Plaster  Paris  Ornaments D  1 

Plate  and  Looking  Glasses,   owner's 

risk Dl 

Plows,  (see  agricultviral  implements.) 


CLA>S 

Plow   Handles  and  other  wood   for 
implements,  knocked    down    and 

compact 3 

Plow,  steel 3 

Plumbers'    Material,    in    boxes    or 

•     casks • 2 

Porceleain  Ware,  in  casks  or  hhds, 

owner's  risk 2 

Pork  ond  Beef,  in  bbls 4 

Portable  Engines 1 

Porter  and  Ale,  in  glass,  packed 1 

Potatoes,  bbls S 

Potatoes,  in  sacks 4 

Potash 3 

Poultry,  dressed,  owner's    ri$k  pre- 
paid        1 

Powder D  1 

Preserves  in  Glass  or  cans,   owner's 

risk 1 

Printing  Presses 1 

Printed  Matter,  in  Sheets  boxed 1 

Printing  Paper 'S 

Printing  Ink i 

Prunes,  in  casks 2 

Pumice  Stone,  in  casks •' 

Pumps 1 

Pump  Tubing,  wood - 

Putty i 


R 


Rags,  in  sacks,  owner's  risk - 

Rags,  pressed,  in  bales ^ 

Rail  road  chairs,  iron  and  spikes ....     ^ 

Raisins,  owner's  risk I 

Rakes,  not  boxed D 1 

Reapers,    (see     agricultural    imple- 
ments.) 
Rakes,  hay,  horse,    (see  agriculturafl 
implements.) 

Red  Lead -* 

Refrigerators 1 

Retorts,  clay,  owner's  risk  of  break- 
age       1 

Rice '^ 

Road  and  Pond  Scrapers ^ 

Roofing,  paper -^ 

Roofing,    slate,    less   than  car  load 

owner's  risk  of  breakage S 

Rope,  in  coils 2 


CLASS 

Rope,  Bale 3 

Bosin .' 4 

Rubber  Car  Springs 2 

Rubbber  Packing,  Hose  and  Belting  3 

Rugs  and  Mats 1 

Rye,  same  as  Grain 6 

s 

Ssddlerjr  Hardware 2 

Saddles 1 

Saddles,  Trees,  not  boxed ly^ 

Safes,  Milk,  Meat  and  Bread D  1 

Saleratus 3 

Salt S 

Salts,  epsom 2 

Saltpetre 2 

Sand S 

Sand  Paper 2 

Sardines 1 

Sash  and  Doors 2 

Sash,  Glazed,  well  packed,  owner's 

risk 1 

Sash  Weights 4 

Saws,  in  boards 1 

Saws,  Drag,  with  Horse  Power 2 

Saws,  Circular  with  Frame 1)^ 

Sawmills,  Portable 1 

Scales  and  Scale  Beams,  not  boxed  D  1 

Scales  and  Scale  Beams,  boxed 2 

Scythes 2 

Scythe  Snaths 1 

Scythe  Stones 3 

Seed  DrilU 1 

Seeds,  not  otherwise  specified 2 

Separators,  see  Agricultural  Imple- 
ments. 

Sewing  Machines,  boxed D  1 

Sheep  Pelts,  dry^  in  bales 1 

Sheep  Pelts,  green 3 

Shingles  and  Staves  in  car  load S 

Shoe  Blacking 2 

Shoe  Findings,  Shoe  Pegs 1 

Shovels  and  Spades 2 

Shot,  in  bags,  owner's  risk 1 

Shot,  in  kegs  or  boxes 3 

Show  Cases,  boxed  own*s  risk D  1 

Shnibbery,  baled,  prepaid 1 

Shutters,  wooden 2 

Seives D  1 

M 


CLASS 

• 

Slate  Roofing,  in  car  loads S 

Smut  Machines 1 

Snuflf 1 

Soap,  common 3 

Soap  fancy 1 

Soda 3 

Soda,  Ash  ;  Soda,  sal 4 

Sorgum  Mills 3 

Sour  Krout 4 

Spades  and  Shovels ii 

Spelter 3 

Split  Peas 2 

Spices,  not  otherwise  specified 1 

Starch 2 

Stationery 1 

Staves S 

Steel 2 

Steel  Springs,  cast 2 

Sreel  Plow  wings 3 

Stone S 

Stone  or  Earthernware,   in  crates 

or  hhds 3 

Stoves,  less  than  car  load,  carrier's 

risk 1 

Stoves,    less    than  car   load    own- 
er's risk 2 

Stoves,    car    load,     not   less    than 
16,000    l)3s.    carrier's    risk,    to   one 

consignee 3 

Stoves,    car     load,    not    less    than 
16,000    lbs,    owner's   risk,    to    one 

consignee 4 

Stove  Blacking 2 

Stove  Pipe D  1 

Stove  Plate,  owner's  risk ] 

Straw  Goods D  1 

Straw  Cutters  and  Crushers 1 

Sugar 3 

Sugur  Evaporators D  1 

T 

Tacks,  in  boxes 3 

Tallow 4 

Tar 1 

Tea 4 

Telegraph  Wire 4 

Terra  Cotta  packed  own's  risk 4 

Terra  Japonica 3 

Threshing  Machines,  See  Agricul- 
tural Implements 
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CLASS 

Tile  Drain 3 

Tin  Plate  and  Blocks 3 

Tinware,  boxed 1 

Tinfoil,  in  boxes 2 

Tobacco,  cut  and  smoking 1 

Tobacco,  in  hhds 4 

Tobacco,  in  b6xes  or  kegs 2 

Tools,  mechanics*,  boxed 1 

Tool  chests 1 

Toys,  boxed D  1 

Traveling  bags 1 

Trees    and    Shrubbery    in   bales, 

prepaid 1 

Trunks,  empty D  1 

Tubs 1 

Turnips,  same  as  vegetables 4 

Turpentine,  owner's  risk 1 

Twine  in  bales 1 

Type 2 

u 

Umbrellas 1 

V 

Varnish,  own's  risk  of  leakage 1 

Vegetables 4 

Vehicles  on  wheels  as   follows  : 
Stage  coaches   and    Omnibusses, 

4,000  lbs.  each 1 

Two-horse  Carriages,  Hacks  and 
large  Covered  Wagons,  3,000  lbs. 

each 1 

One-horse  cab.  Gig,  Wagon,  Cart, 

Buggy,  each  1,500  lbs 1 

Sulky,  light  trotting  buggy,  750 

lbs.  each 1 

Road    wagon    and    timber^  car- 
riages, 2,000  each 2 

Wagons,  in  pieces,  and  carriages 
and  vehicles  knocked  down  and 

boxed  owner's  risk  actual  weights.  1 

Venison,  owner's  risk,  prepaid 1 

Veneering,  boxed 2 

Veneering,  not  boxed 1 

Vinegar 3 

Vises,  iron 2 

Vitriol,  owner's  risk D  1 

Volute,  car  springs,  boxed 4 


CLASS 

w 

Wadding D  1 

Waggons.  .See  Vehicles 

Wagons,  car  loads' ^ 

Waggon    and  carriage    material, 

car  loads S 

Wagon's  children's  not  boxed D  I 

Wagons     and      Hobby     Horses, 
knocked  down,  in  boxes  or  crates.       1 

Wagon  Axles,  Iron 3 

Wagon  Felloes,  Bows,  Spokes  and 

Hubs,  less  than  car  load 3 

Washing  Machines D  1 

Water  coolers 1 

Water  Pipe 4 

Wax 1 

Whalebone 1 

Wheat,  same  as  Grain 6 

Wheat    Fans.. See    Agricultural 
Implements 

Wheelbarrows D  1 

XVhisky,   10    barrels    over    value 

limited  to  $20  per  bbl 4 

Whisky,  in  wood-. 3 

White  Lead 3 

Whiting 3 

Willow  Ware D  1 

Wicking Dl 

Window  Frames 1 

Wine,  in  boxes  baskets  or  casks ....       1 

Wire,  Iron  and   Steel S 

Wire  cloth 1 

Wire  Fencing 2 

Wire  Rope 3 

Wooden  Screws,  in  casks  or  boxes.      1 

Wooden  Ware 1 

Wood,  in  shape  unfinished 3 

Wool,  in  bales 3 

Wool,  in  sacks  2 

Woolen  Goods 1 

Wrapping  Paper 2 

Y 

Yam,  Cotton 2 

Yam,  WoUen 1 

z 

Zinc,  in  sheets  or  rolls 2 

Zinc,  in  casks  or  cases 4 

Zinc  Paints 3 


APPENDIX  F. 


SFOIEST 


OP  THB 


RAIL- — -COMPANY, 


TO  THE 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  ALABAMA 


FOB  THE 


TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30th,  188S- 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA,: 
1882. 


» 


Office  OF  Rail  Road  Commission  of  Alabama, 


Sir — Herewith  are  sent  you  duplicate  copies  of  a  blank  form  (one  to  be  retained  by  you) 

upon  which   to  make  report  of  the  officers  and  operations  of  the • Rail  Road 

Company  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882. 

Your  attention  is  directed  to  Sections  25  and  28  of  an -act  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  regulations  of  rail  road  companies  and  persons  operat- 
ing rail  roads  in  this  State,"  approved  February  26th,  1881.  It  is  necessary  to  a  correct 
exhibit  of  the  railway  lines  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  that  the  reports  should  contain  full  and 
explicit  statements  of  the  information  sought,  and  which  should  pe  prepared  with  care  and 
subjected  to  revision  to  secure  accuracy.  It  must  be  attested  by  the  oath  of  the  President, 
Superintendent,  Receiver  or  Trustees  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Company.  If  the  principal 
office  is  within  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  oath  may  be  made  before  any  officer  authorized 
by  law  to  administer  an  oath,  and  if  outside  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  oath  must  be  ad- 
ministered by  a  Notary  Public  and  attested  by  the  official  seal  of  his  office.  This  report 
must  be  filed  in  this  office  by  the  1st  day  of  September,  1882. 

W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  R.  R.  Commission  of  Alabama. 

JAMES  OKOOK, )        ^^.^^ 

CAAo.  x.  SALL,  )      Commissioners. 


EXTRACTS 

From  an  act  of  the  Legislature^  of  Alabama  approved  February  2Sthy  188 1 y  entitled  **An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  Railroad  Companies  and  persons  operating 
Railroads  is  this  State,^"^ 

"Sec.  25.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  rail  road  companies,  trustees,  or 
receivers,  or  other  persons  operating  railroads  is  this  State,  be  and  they  arc  hereby  required 
to  make  annual. returns  of  their  business  to  the  board  of  commissioners  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  September  of  each  year,  made  up  to  th^  close  of  business  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  next  preceding  ;  which  annual  returns  shall  be  made  in  duplicate,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  said  commissioners,  upon  blank  forms  to  be  furnished  by  said  commissioners 
to  said  rail  road  companies.  Any  rail  road  company  which  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make 
such  returns  shall  forfeit  to  the  State  fifty  dollars  for  each  day  of  such  refusal  or  neglect.** 

**Sec.  38.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board,  through  their  chairman,  shall 
make  annual  reports  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year, 
for  transmission  to  the  Legislature,  of  their  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  next  preceding,  containing  such  facts  as  will  disclose  the  actual  working  of  the 
railway  system  is  this  State,  and  such  suggestions  as  to  the  genera)  railroad  policy  of  the 
State,  as  may  seem  to  them  appropriate.  They  shall,  also,  submit  such  recommendations  for 
further  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  railroads  as  they  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable 
for  the  interest  of  the  State. 
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REPORT. 


V  the Rail 


Companyj 


for  the  year  ending  June  SOth  1882. 


OFFICERS. 


NAMES. 

President. 


Vice  President. 


t( 


ii 


14 


it 


.  Secretary , 
.Treasurer. 


General  Solicitor. 


Chief  Engineer. 


General  Manager. 


Assist.  General  Manager. 
General  Superintendent  , 


Division 


(C 


11 


.1 


i(   . 


(( 


Ii  ii 


RESIDENCE. 


General  Offices  at. 


NAMES  OF  DIRECTORS. 

RESIDENCE. 
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CAPITAL  STOCK. 


Capital  Stock  as  authorized  by  law, 


(t 


"      as  since  fixed 


U  t( 


((  u 


subscribed 


•••■••••••■•• 


•  ••••«•*•>* 


paid  in 

**        "      number  of  shares  issued . 
"      amount  paid  in  on  each  share 


DEBT. 


FUNDED  DEPT. 

First  mortgage  bonds,  (due bearing  interest  at per 

cent.,  which  is  payable )amount 

Second  mortgage  bonds,  (due bearing  interest  at per 


cent.,  which  is  payable )amount , 


Third  mortgage  bonds,  (due bearing  interest  at per 


cent,  which  is  payable )amount , 


Fourth  mortgage  bonds,  (due bearing  interest  at per 


cent.,  which  is  payable  )  amount. 


Total  amount  of  funded  debt  on  June  30th,  1882 


FLOATING  DEBT. 


Unfunded  debt  incurred  for  construction,  equipment,  or  purchase 


of  property,  or  other  purposes 


Total  amount  of  floating  debt  on  June  30th,  1882 


Total  amount  of  funded  and  floating  debt  on  June  30th,  1882. 


COST. 
[In  case  of  roads  purchased  or  leased,  if  the  cost  of  construction  cannot  be  gi^^n, 
state  its  cost  to  purchasers  or  lessees.     If  the  actual  cost  cannot  be  given  or  approximated, 

give  the  estimated  cost.]  


Total  cost  of  road  and  equipment  to  date. 


^Proportion  of  same  for  Alabama , 


Average  cost  of  same  per  mile, 


*This  proportion  should  be  stated  for  the  miles  of  road  in   Alabama,  as  compared 
with  the  whole  length.     If  computed  on  any  different  basis,  state  what  and  why. 
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STOCK  AND  DIVIDENDS— Issued  during  the  year. 


Amount  of  preferred  stocks,  and  for  what  issued  and  when. 


Amount  of  common  stock  outstanding. 


Amount  of  stock  dividends and  date  of  issue  as  follows 


I 

Rate  and  date  of  all  cash  dividends  of  original  or  consolidated  company. 


I 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  ROAD. 


Gauge  of  Road feet 

MAIN  LINE. 


Length  of  main  line  from to. 


I/ength  of  sidings . . ! 


BRANCHES. 


Length  of  main  line  from '.  .to. 


Length  of  sidings. 


Length  of  main  line  from to . 


Length  of  sidings. 


LEASED  ROADS. 


Length  of  main  line  from to , 


Length  of  sidings. 


Length  of  main  line  from to 


Length  of  siding^, 


Aggregate  length  of  main  line  and  branches. 


Aggregate  length  of  leased  roads. 


Aggregate  length  of  sidings, 


Miles. 


Whole      I  Length  in 
Length.    I  Alabama. 


Aggregate  length  of  main  line,  branches,  leased  roads  and  sidings. 


RECORD  OF  NEW    CONSTRUCTION  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


to 

Miles. 

Whole 
Length. 

Length  in 
Alabama. 

Mai*^  line  from 

Main  line  from 

to 

Additional  side  track. 

***•  ••••• 

Total  main  linf 

Total  side  tracks. 
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CHARACTERISTICS   OF  ROAD— Continued. 


EQUIPMENT. 


Locomotive  Engines.* 
Number  of  locomotives  for  passenger  service 


Number  of  locomotives  for  freight  service, 


Number  of  locomotives  for  switching  service 


Total  number  of  locomotives. 


Number. 


Average 

Value. 


EQUIPMENT— Cars 


Fumber  of  first-class  passenger  cars 


Number  of  second-class  cars 


Number  of  sleeping  cars  (capacity  each single  berths) 


Number  of  special  cars 


Number  of  baggage,  mail  and  express  cars   (combined) 


Number  of  baggage  and  mail  cars  (combined) 


Number  of  baggage  and  express  cars  (combined) 


Number  of  railway  postal  cars  (separate) 


Number  of  box  cars 


Number  of  stock  cars , 


Number  of  refrigerator  cars. 


Number  of  platform  cars 


Number  of  oil  cars. 


Number  of  coal  stone,  or  ore  cars  (8  wheel).. . 


•  •  •  • 


Number  of  coal  stone,  or  ore  cars  (4  wheel). 


Number  of  caboose  cars 

Number  of  repair  cars  (push) 


Number 


Average 

Value. 
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CHARACTERISTICS  OF  ROAD— Continued. 


Number. 


Average 

Value. 


Number  of  repair  cars  (lever  and  crank). 


Number  of  service  cars. 


[This   is  to  include  all    cars    used    for    boarding  hands 
employed  on  repairs  or  construction] 
Number  of  pile  machine  cars 


Number  of  wrecking  cars 


What  kind  of  train  brake  is  in  use  on  your  road  ? 


EMPLOYEES. 
Average  number  of  persons  regularly  employed  by  your  company,   (including  oflficiaJ.< 


Same  in  Alabama 
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ANALYSIS  OF  EARNINGS. 


rom  loca,!  passengers 


rom  through  passengers 


rom  extra  baggage. 


rom   express 


Tom  mails 


froTn  other  sources,  passenger*  department 


Total  earnings,  passenger  department 


From  local    freight 


From  through  freight. 


From  other  sources,  freight  department, 


Total  earnings,  freght  department 


Inconne  from  other  sources,  specifying  particularly  the  same. 


$ 


Total  income  from  all  sources . . 


•Earnings  of  line  in  State  of  Alabama. 


This  proportion  should  be  stated  for  the  miles  of  road  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  as  com- 
pared with  the  whole  length. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  EXPENSES. 


Salaries  of  general  officers  and  Clerks 


Law  expenses 


Insurance. 


Taxes 


Passenger. 


I 


Freight 


Total. 


$. 


Stationarj  and  printing. 


Advertising  and  outside  agencies, 
Contingencies 


Repairs  of  locomotives. 


Repairs  of  passenger  cars 


Repairs  of  sleeping  cars 


Repairs  of  freight  cars 
Repairs  of  service  cars. 


Repairs  of  bridges , 


Repairs  of  buildings. . . 


Repairs  of  culverts  and  cattle  guards . 


Repairs  of  fences,  public  crossings  and  signs. . 


Repairs  of  roadway  and  tract , 


Renewal  of  rails. 


Renewal  of  cross-ties. 


Renewals  of  frogs,  switches,  &c., 


Fuel  for  locomotives 


Water  supply 


Passenger  train  service. 


Passenger  train  supplies 
Freight  train  service  . . , 
Freight  train  supplies  . 
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ANALYSIS  OF  EXPENSES— Continued. 


Amount  brought  forward 


Mileage,  passenger  cars,  (debit  balance) 


Mileage,  freight  cars,  (debit  balance) 


Passenger. 


$ 


Telegraph  expenses  (operating), 


Telegraph  expenses  (maintenance) 

Damage  and  loss  to  baggage  

I    Damage  and  loss  to  freight *  . 

Damage  and  loss  to  property  and  cattle. 


Personal  injuries. 


•Vgents  and  station  service 


Station  supplies 


Freight. 


Total. 


$ 


Total  operating  expenses 


*. 


$. 


DIVISION  OF  TOTAL  EXPENSES. 

Maintenance  of  way 

^laintenance  of  motive  power 

Maintenance  of  cars 

Conducting  transportation    ' 

^'cneral  expenses 

^'  Total    
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GENERAL  RESULTS  OF  THE  OPERATIONS    OF    ROAD  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  JUNE  30th,  1882. 


TRAIN  MILEAGE. 


Number  of  passenger  train  miles 


Number  of  freight  train  miles , 


Numder  of  mixed  (passenger  and  freight)  trains  miles 


Number  of  service  or  work  train  miles. 


Total  number  of  train  miles. 


EARNINGS. 


Total  earnings  per  mile  of  road 


Total  earnings  per  train  mile,  passenger. 


Total  earnings  per  train  mile,  freight. 


Earnings  pei;  passenger  per  mile 


Earnings  per  ton  of  freight  (local  and  through  per  mile). 
Total  gross  earnings  of  entire  line , 


EXPENSES. 


Total  expenses  per  mile  of  road 


Percentage  of  total  expenses  to  gross  earnings. 


Cost  per  train  mile,  passenger. 


^••••••. ••■•••••••  !•■•■.•.» 


I 


Cost  per  train  mile,  freight 


Cost  per  train  mile,  mixed,  passenger  and  freight, 


Cost  per  passenger  mile  with  baggage. 


Cost  per  gross  ton  per  mile  (local  and  through)  in  freight  trains. 
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BALANCE 


ASSETS. 

• 

• 

• 

/ 

• 

« 

• 

• 

'•••••••■•••••••••a* 

* 

• 

• 

1 

♦The  above  balance   sheet  ib  not  itemized  for  the   reason  that   each  rail  road ^... 

will  be  required  to  give  a  correct  itemized  statement  from  their  books,  showinij  its  fTnanVV" 
condition  on  the  30th  of  June,  1882. 


CO!  11  pa  n\ 
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SHEET. 


LIABILITIES. 


i 


cl 


LIABILITIES— CoNTiKWKD. 


Present  or  contingent  liabilities  not  included  in  balance  sheet  : 

Bonds  guaranteed  hy  this  company,  as  follows^  viz  :   , 

• 

•«««•••• 

% 

• 

• 
Past  due  interest  on  the  same,  a;  fallows,  viz  : 

• 

• 

Other  liabilities,  as  follows,  viz  : 

■ 

■ 

Total 

cli 


EXPRESS  COMPANIES. 


What  express  company  or  companies  run  on  jour  road  ? 

On  what  terms  and  conditions  as  to  rates  and  service  ? 

Have  jou  any  contract  as  to  length  of  service,  if  so,  for  what  period  ? 


SLEEPING  CARS. 


Do  sleeping  or  dining-room  cars  run  on  your  road  ? 

If  so,  by  whom,  and  on  what  terms,  and  what  charges  are  made  in  addition  to  the 
^lar  passenger  rates  ? 

Have  you  any  contract,  if  so,  for  what  period  ? 


U.  S.  MAILS. 
What  is  the  compensation  paid  you  by  the  United  States  Government  for  the  trans- 
I^rtation  of  mails,  and  on  what  terms  of  service  ? 


clii 


MONTHLY  EARNINGS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


FROM  PASSENGERS. 

PROM   FREIGHT. 

« 

MONTH. 

LOCAL 

THROUGH 

1 

TOTAL. 

LOCAL. 

THROUGH 

LOCAL. 

July 

August 

• 

r 

• 

September.., 

- 

October 

'                                     « 

November... 

• 

December... 

January 

February 

0 

March 

a 

April 

"ULsLj 

June  

TOTALS  FOR 
THE  YEAR. 

Earnings 
last  year 

from  same 
source. 

• 

cliii 

FROM  JULY  1st.  1881,  TO  JUNE  30th,  1882. 


From 
U.  S.  MAILS. 

From 
EXPRESS. 

From 
MISCELLANEOUS 

TOTAL. 

•  ■••••■••••••••••••■•• 

• 

>  •••■••••••■••••••••••• 

•  • ■  •  •••••••■••••••  ••••• 

• 

■ 

..../. 

•  •  •  ••••••  •••••••••■•••• 

• 

•   jv   •         •         • 

•  •••••■••••••••••••i*«* 

•  •••••••a  ••■••••••••••• 
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ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS. 


FROM  CAUSES  BE- 
YOND THEIR 
OWN  CONTROL. 

FROM  THEIR  OWN 

MISCONDUCT 
OR  CARELESSNESS. 

TOTAL. 

' 

KILLED. 

INJURED. 

KILLED.  ^ 

INJURED. 

KILLED. 

INJURED. 

Passengers 

Employees 

• 

Others   

Total 

.•••••••••■a 

STATEMENT  OF  EACH  ACCIDENT. 


Grive  a  statement  of  each  accident  that  has  occurred  on  your  road  during  the  jrear, 
giving  date  and  locality,  the  name  of  the  person  injured,  the  extent  of  the  injury  and  the 
cause  of  the  accident.  * 
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ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS— Contikued. 


,. ......    0  .. 


w*^mmmm*m^ 
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ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS— Continued. 
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ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSONS—Continled. 
4 
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STATEMENT  OF 


General  Land  Agent. 


.Assistant  Land  Agent. 


u 


C( 


it 


u 


ii 


it 


u 


(( 


ii 


ii 


(4 


«k 


u 


ii 


ii 


Lands  owned  by Rail 


._Compan3', 


When  acquired .,. 


How  acquired 


If  by  Act  ot  Congress,  give  date  of  same.    If  by  Act  of  Legislature  of  Alabama,  give  date  of  saree 


LOCATION  OF  LANDS, 
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RAIL  ROAD  LANDS— Continued. 
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State  of ^ 

>  ss. 
County  op ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me 

President,  and Treasurer  of  the 

Rail Company. 

who  being  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say  that  they  caused  the  foregoinir 
statements  to  be  prepared  by  the  proper  agents  and  officers  of  this  Com- 
pany, and  having  carefully  examined  the  same,  declare  them  to  be  a  true, 
full  and  correct  statement  of  the  condition  and  affairs  of  said  Company 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1882,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 
ed2:e  and  belief. 
Signed, 


President. 


[L.  s.]  Treasurer. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this 

day  of. ; 1882. 
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ADDENDA. 

The  printing  of  this  report  was  commenced  early  in  September,  and  it  has  been  steadily 
continued  ever  since,  and  the  length  of  time  that  has  been  occupied  in  completing  the  print- 
ing of  it  has  been  chiefly  owing  to  the  amount  of  figures  and  tabular  statements  in  it. 

The  demand  for  this  report  in  advance  was  such  that  it  induced  nus  to  arrange  for  the  print- 
ing of  2,000  copies,  but  in  consequence  of  a  misapprehension  the  public  printers  struck  off 
only  1,000  copies,  and  had  so  far  progressed  with  the  printing  of  the  report  when  we  first 
discovered  this  misapprehension  under  which  they  were  laboring,  that  it  was  then  too  late  to 
change  the  number  of  copies  printed  from  1,000  to  2,000.  In  ordering  2,000  copies  printed 
we  then  knew  that  even  this  number  would  not  half  Way  satisfy  the  demand  that  was  made 
for  this  report,  but  it  was  as  many  as  we  felt  justified,  under  the  circumstances,  in  having 
printed,  preferring  that  if  more  than  this  number  was  printed  it  should  be  done  by  order  of 
the  General  Assembly.  Before  the  printing  of  the  report  was  commenced,  we  had  con- 
tracted with  Rand,  McNally  &  Company,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  for  2.000  copies  of  the  rail 
road  map,  which  will  be  found  in  this  report,  for  the  price  of  two  hundred  dollars,  only  1,000 
copies  of  w^hich  can  be  used  at  present,  on  account  of  the  misapprehension  above  referred  to, 
though  the  others  can  be  used  hereafter  in  the  printing  of  the  next  report,  or  of  additional 
copies  of  this  report,  should  the  General  Assembly  determine  to  have  such  additional  copies 
printed.  We  look  the  responsibility  of  adding  this  rail  road  map  because  we  felt  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  a  valuable  feature  of  the  report  and  would  better  illustrate  it. 


ERR  AT  A. 


A 


On  page  27  "  Tuskegec  "  should  read  **  Wetumpka." 

On  page  37,  next  after  words  "  at  points  of,"  the  word  "contract"  should  read  "contact." 
On  page  41,  under  "net  earnings"  Mobile  &  Ohio  Rail  Road  for  1881,  for  figures  "530" 
should  read  330. 

On  page  42,  under  amount  interest  charges  "  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail 
Road  for  1881,  the  figures  "  481 "  should  read  "  470."    ir 

On  page  45,  under  total  cost  of  road  and  equipment,  opposite  Nashville,  Chattanooga  & 
St.  Louis  Railwaj  Company,  the  figures  "  $1,570,488.93  should  be  "  $16,711,488.93.'* 
On  page  46,  in  heading*  the  abbreviation  "c'ns'n"  means  construction." 
On  page  49,  under  total  expenses,  etc.,  on  10th  line,  the  figures  "  $286,712.68  "  should  be 
"  $236,712.68." 
On  page  121,  the  word  "  excepted  "  should  be  "  accepted." 
On  page  127,  6th  line,  the  word  "produce  "  should  be  '*  producer." 
On  page  203,  in  4th  interrogatory,  the  word  **  bods  "  should  be  bonds.'* 
On  page  285,  the  word  "  interrogations  "  should  be  "  interrogatories." 
In   Appendix  A. — Page  iv,  in  column  of  first  class  in  the  7th  line,  the  figures  "  44  "  should 

be  "  42,"  and  in  the  8th  line  the  figure  "  42  "  should  be  "  44." 
On  page  xviii,  in  column  "D,"  under  "grain,  hay,  CL,"  opposite  5  miles 

the  figure  "  3  "  should  be  inserted. 
On  Page  xxiii,  in  column  J,  and  under  "cotton  "  in  10th  line,  the  fig- 
ures "35  »*  should  be  "33." 
On  page  xxxv,  in  column  N,  the  figures  13.50  should  be  13.00,  and 
under  column  P  in  the  1st  line,  the  figures  15.00  should  be  5.00. 
Appendix  "0  " — Page  xxiii,  24th  line,  r^ad  "rice"  for  **rixe." 

Page  XXV,  line  10,  between  the  words  "unless"  and  "articles"  insert  the 

word  "such."  ' 

Page  xxxi,  12th  line,  and  opposite  cranberries,  read  "3"  for  "2." 
Page  xxxvi,  8th  line,  read  "bedsteads"  for  "beds." 
Page  xxxvii,  13th  line,  between  the  words  "granite"  and  "rough,"  insert 

"slabs." 
Page  xxxiX)  29th  line,  opposite  the  words  "oil,  cotton  seed,  lcl,"  in  column 

"class  if  released,"  read  "5"  for  "4." 
Page  xli,  5th  line  opposite  "retorts  clay,"  read  "4"  for  "1,*»  and  sixth  line 
opposite  "retorts  iron,"  in  column  "class  if  released,"  erase  "4.' 
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Offioe  of  the  Railboad  Commission  of  Alabama, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  Ist,  1883. 

To  His  JScoellenej/y  Son.  JEdward  A.  CPNeal^ 

Oovemor  of  ike  State  of  Alabama : 
Sir — In  compliance  with  section  38  of  an  act  entitled,  an 
act,  ^^  To  provide  for  the  regulation  of  Railroad  Companies  and 
persons  operating  railroads  in  this  State,"  approved  February 
26th,  1881,  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  to  you 
the  third  annual  report  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners  of 
Alabama,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  L.  Bragg, 
Pres.  R.  R.  Com.  Alabama. 


REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Bailsoad  Commission  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  Nov.  Ist,  1883. 

To  His  Excellency^  Hon,  Edward  A.  O^Neal^ 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Alabama : 
The  Bailroad  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Alabama  re- 
spectfully make  this  report,  as  required  bj  law,  of  their  doings 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883. 


On  the  23d  day  of  June,  1883,  the  Commission  forwarded 
to  each  of  the  railroad  companies  in  this  State  a  blank  form  of 
return,  to  be  filled  out  by  them  and  returned  to  the  Commis- 
sion, as  required  by  the  statute,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
September  of  that  year.  A  copy  of  this  form  of  return  will 
be  found  in  appendix  No.  1  of  this  report.  The  railroad  year, 
as  provided  by  the  statutes  making  the  duty  of  the  Bailroad 
Commissioners  to  report  the  operation  of  railroads  in  this 
State,  ends  on  the  30th  of  June  in  each  year,  but  many  of  the 
railroads  do  not  have  their  fiscal  year  to  end  at  that  time,  and 
with  them,  their  fiscal  year  ends  in  September,  and  some  of 
them  as  late  as  the  1st  of  October.  To  those  of  them  whose 
fiscal  years  ends  the  30th  of  June,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  serious 
diflSculty  for  them  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  this  annual  return,  on  or  before  the  first 
of  September ;  but  for  those  of.  them  whose  fiscal  year  does 
not  end  until  during  the  month  of  September,  or  about  the  1st 
of  October,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  difficulty  and  incon- 
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venience  for  them  to  furnish  the  information  called  for  by 
these  annual  returns  on  or  before  the  1st  of  September.  This 
subject  was  adverted  to  in  our  second  annual  report.  The 
statute  provides  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  a  day  for  every  rail- 
road company  that  fails  to  furnish  these  returns  to  the  Kailroad 
Commission  on  or  before  the  1st  of  September  in  each  year. 
In  administering  this  statute,  we  have  realized  the  difficulties 
connected  with  the  operation  of  a  new  statute  especially 
directed  to  the  supervision  and  regulation  of  so  large  an  in- 
dustry as  railroads  in  this  State,  and  in  this  particular  have 
avoided  attempting  to  enforce  its  penalties  on  account  of  the 
causes  we  have  named,  and  also  because  the  railroad  companies 
have,  without  exception,  manifested  an  earnest  spirit  to  get 
these  returns  to  us  as  soon  as  they  could. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June^  1883,  as 
well  as  during  the  preceding  year,  it  happened,  however,  owing 
to  the  causes  we  have  stated,  that  several  of  the  railroad  com- 
panies did  not  get  their  annual  returns  to  us  until  during  the 
early  part  of  October.  We  have  not  hesitated  to  extend  the 
time  for  these  companies  to  furnish  us  these  returns  for  good 
cause  shown,  conceiving  that  any  just  administration  of  the 
statutes  must  be  made  in  this  spirit.  It  results,  however,  from 
this  cause  that  the  annual  report  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners 
of  Alabama  can  never  be  made  to  the  Governor  so  early  as  the 
first  of  November  in  each  year  without  neglecting  matters  of 
far  more  importance  to  the  general  public  in  the  administra- 
tion of  this  statute  than  the  mere  making  of  such  report. 

To  illustrate :  The  Railroad  Commission  is  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  revise  the  freight  and  passenger  tariffs  of  each  railroad 
company,  as  required  by  the  statutes,  upon  all  the  articles  em- 
braced in  said  freight  tariffs,  in  the  absence  of  the  information 
furnished  by  these  sworn  annual  returns,  and  then  the  exami- 
nation of  the  officers  of  the  roads,  which  follows,  respecting 
them.  What  we  here  refer  to  is  the  general  and  entire  revi- 
sion of  the  freight  tariffs,  and  every  article  and  charge  in  them, 
and  not  to  that  special  supervision  which  the  Railroad  Com- 
mission exercises  from  time  to  time  upon  complaints  made,  or 
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afi  experience  may  show  to  be  necessary.  It  will  thus  be 
apparent  that  the  work  of  revising  these  freight  and  passenger 
tariffs,  in  this  fnll  and  particular  manner,  a  matter  in  which 
the  public,  as  well  as  the  railroad  companies  themselves,  are 
most  interested  of  all,  falls  upon  the  Commission  partly  during 
the  month  of  September,  but  actually  for  the  most  part  during 
the  month  of  October  for  each  year.  Besides  this,  the  period 
embraced  between  the  months  of  August  and  November  of 
each  year  preparatory  to  the  beginning  of  the  business  season, 
is  one  in  which  there  is  always  an  unusual  number  of  complaints 
before  the  Commission. 


On  the  3d  day  of  July,  1882,  the  Commission  sent  out 
notifications  to  the  railroad  companies  to  make  repairs  and 
other  changes  indicated  by  the  report  of  inspection  personally 
made  by  Hon.  James  Crook  and  Col.  Chas.  P.  Ball.  These 
notifications  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  number  two. 


ANNUAL  RETURNS  OF  THE  RAILROAD  COMPA- 
NIES OF  ALABAMA. 

In  appendix  number  3  will  be  found  the  annual  returns  of 
each  of  the  railroad  companies  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1883,  compiled  by  the  Railroad  Commission  of 
Alabama. 
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EEVISION    OF    FREIGHT    AND    PASSENGER 

TARIFFS  OF  RAILROADS. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  November,  1883,  the . 
Railroad  Commission  revised  the  freight  and  passenger  tarifEB 
of  all  the  railroad  companies  in  the  State.  In  some  instanoea, 
however,  subsequent  revision  became  necessary,  in  the  freight 
tariffs,  later  in  the  fall  and  early  winter.  As  will  be  observed, 
the  returns  showed  that  there  was  a  considerable  falling  off  in 
the  aggregate  net  receipts  of  several  of  the  railroads,  owing  to 
business  considerations,  resulting  chiefly  from  the  short  cotton 
crop  and  the  increased  crops  of  grain  grown  in  Alabama,  while 
general  results  showed  that  the  reductions  already  made  by  the 
Commission,  had  upon  their  whole  business  and  receipts, 
allowed  railroad  companies  what  could  be  said  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  fair  and  just  return.  The  amount  of  this  return 
upon  the  value  of  each  railroad,  its  appurtenances  and  equip- 
ments, will  be  shown  in  another  part  of  this  report,  in  tables 
prepared  for  this  purpose  in  appendix  number  4.  After  there- 
fore considering  and  examining  carefully  and  at  length  the 
business  of  every  railroad  company  in  the  State,  as  shown  by 
these  returns,  the  Railroad  Commission  made  its  general  revi- 
sion of  the  freight  and  passenger  tariffs  of  each  of  these  rail- 
road companies,  which  will  be  found  in  appendix  number  5. 
And  in  connection  with  these,  will  be  seen  the  through  freight 
rates  as  modified  and  changed  in  appendix  number  6. 


DECISIONS  OF  CONTESTED  COMPLAINTS. 

In  the  appendix  number  7  of  this  report  will  be  found  the 
decisions  of  the  Commission  in  reference  to  contested  com- 
plaints. We  do  not  furnish  the  evidence  taken  in  each  of 
these  complaints,  although  it  is  in  writing  in  our  ofEce  signed 
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by  the  witnesses  in  the  shape  of  depositions,  because  it  would 
make  this  report  too  bulky,  and  the  decisions  themselves  suffi- 
ciently indicate  the  facts  upon  which  the  Commission  acted 
and  its  decision  in  the  matters  involved. 


AGREEMENTS  BETWEEN  RAILROAD  COMPANIES 
IN  THE  NATURE  OF  POOLED  RATES  FOR  THE 
CONTROL  AND  DIVISION  OF  THE  BUSINESS  AT 
A  GIVEN  POINT  IN  THIS  STATE. 

A  leading  instance  of  this  description  was  an  agreement 
among  the  railroad  companies  for  a  division  of  the  cotton  busi- 
ness at  the  city  of  Montgomery.  The  nature  and  character  of 
this  led  to  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  East  Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga. 
Raiboad  Company  to  ship  cotton  on  through  bills  of  lading  to 
Liverpool,  England,  for  Jno.  H.  Clisby  &  Co.,  cotton  buyers, 
after  such  cotton  had  been  purchased  on  the  faith  of  its  rates, 
and  of  its  giving  such  through  bills  of  lading,  and  without  any 
notice,  on  its  part,  that  such  rates  had  been  withdrawn,  when, 
according  to  the  custom  of  railroads  in  such  cases,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  company  to  ship  cotton  on  these  rates,  and  upon 
such  through  bills  of  lading  until  notice  was  given  to  the  ship- 
per that  the  rates  were  withdrawn.  This  led  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  nature  and  character  of  this  whole  arrangement 
before  the  Railroad  Commission,  and  its  importance  was  such 
that  it  led  to  the  enactment,  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Alabama,  of  a  statute  on  this  subject,  entitled  an  Act,  "  To 
prevent  monopolies  in  the  transportation  of  freight,  and  to 
secure  free  and  fair  competition  in  the  same."  Approved 
February  23,  1883.  Which  bill  was  prepared  and  recom- 
mended bv  the  Railroad  Commission.  The  evidence  taken  in 
this  investigation  will  be  found  in  appendix  8  of  this  report. 
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UNJUST  DISCKIMINATION  IN  THEOUGH  FREIGHT. 

The  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama  have  uniformly 
asserted  and  maintained  the  doctrine  that  there  could  be  no 
unjust  discrimination  by  a  railroad  company  in  through  rates 
in  this  State  as  to  those  similarly  situated.  A  discussion  of 
this  subject  will  be  found  in  the  opinion  of.  the  Commission  in 
the  matter  of  through  freights  on  cotton  from  the  cities  of 
Opelika,  Union  Springs  and  Troy,  to  the  cities  of  Savannah 
and  New  York,  disposed  of  by  the  Commission  on  Jlie  13th 
day  of  October,  1882.  A  copy  of  that  opinion  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix  of  decisions  of  the  Railroad  Commission. 
Subsequently  there  was  a  correspondence  on  this  subject^  relat- 
ing to  the  same  matter,  between  the  Commission  and  Capt.  W. 
G.  Raoul,  Vice  President  of  the  Central  Railroad  of  Geoi^a; 
Gen.  Supt.  of  the  M.  &  E.  Ry ;  Vice  Pres.  of  the  V.  &  B.  R. 
R.;  Fres.  pro  tern,  of  the  M.  &  G.  R.  R.,  and  Director  and 
Act.  Pres.  of  the  C.  &  W.  Ry,  which  will  be  found  in  appen- 
dix number  9  of  this  report.  This  resulted  in  the  immediate 
correction  of  these  rates  by  the  railroad  company. 


CLERK  OF  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION. 

Experience  having  shoWn  that  it  was  indispensably  necessaiy 
for  the  Railroad  Commission  to  have  a  clerk  who  was  both  a  ste- 
nographer and  type-writer,  if  such  person  could  be  obtained, 
having  the  other  requisite  qualifications  for  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mission, the  Commission  advertised  for  applications  on  the  part 
of  persons  having  teese  qualifications,  in  the  Montgomery 
Advertiser,  in  February,  1883.  There  were^a  large  number  of 
applications  on  the  part  of  persons  who  were  professional 
stenographers  and  type-writers,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  others 
who  possessed  high  qualifications  for  the  employment  in  other 
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respects,  but  who  were  not  stenographers  and  type-writers. 
After  considering  all  these  applications,  the  Commission 
decided  to  employ,  and  did  employ,  Mr.  James  K.  Jackson,  of 
Latiderdale  county,  Alabama,  a  person  who,  in  addition  to 
being  a  stenographer  and  type-writer,  also  had  much  experi- 
ence in  the  freight  rate  business  of  railroads.  He  was 
employed  by  the  Commission  at  the  salary  provided  by  law  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  has  continued  since 
that  time  to  discharge  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  Commission* 


ACCOMMODATIONS  OF  PASSENGERS  AT  PASSEN- 
GEE  DEPOTS  OF  RAILROADS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
approved  February  23,  1883,  entitled  an  act,  "  To  provide  for 
the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  passengers  at  each  of  the 
passenger  depots  along  the  line  of  every  railroad  orperated  by 
any  railroad  company,  or  person,  in  this  State,"  tlie  Railroad 
Commission  immediately  took  steps  for  the  administration  of 
this  statute.  The  first  thing  we  did  was  to  get  sworn  returns 
from  every  company  in  the  State  of  the  receipts  for  passengers 
and  freight  at  each  of  its  passenger  depots  along  its  line.  Then 
we  summoned  its  agents,  at  these  depots,  and  other  ofiicers  before 
us  and  examined  them,  as  witnesses  under  oath,  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  these  returns  and  as  to  its  depot  accommodations  for  pas- 
sengers at  each  of  its  passenger  depots,  and  we  also  examined 
them  as  to  the  necessary  costs  and  expenses  of  maintaining 
each  of  these  depots.  The  accumulation  of  this  necessary  and, 
in  fact,  indispensable  information  consumed  considerable  time, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  the  30th  of  June,  1883,  that  the 
Commission  was  sufficiently  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary 
information  to  make  orders  upon  the  subject,  and  these  will 
therefore  come  properly  in  our  fourth  annual  report. 
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So  much  of  this  work  done  prior  to  the  30th  of  June,  1883, 
is  referred  to  in  this  report,  but  the  results  accomplished  will 
not  be  understood  unless  they  were  embraced  in  the  details 
which  preceded  them,  and,  therefore,  we  omit  stating  these 
details  in  this  report  and  will  embrace  the  details  as  well  as  the 
results  together  in  our  fourth  annual  report.  The  accomplish- 
ment of  this  work  took  a  great  deal  of  time  as  well  as  labor. 
The  proceedings  in  reference  to  it  being  summary  in  their 
nature,  under  the  statute,  and  notice  being  necessary,  to  every 
company,  in  order  that  each  company  might  have  a  hearing 
upon  the  evidence,  before  the  orders  were  made,  rendered  it 
necessary,  not  only  in  law,  that  these  proceedings  should  be 
conducted  with  great  care  to  make  them  of  any  binding  force, 
but  also  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  railroad  companies  as  well 
as  to  the  public,  that  a  careful  circumspection  should  be 
observed  with  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  all  concerned. 
This  course  we  endeavored  to  pursue. 

Prior  to  the  general  action  here  taken  upon  the  subject  of 
accommodations  of  passenger  depots  under  the  statute,  com- 
plaints had  been  made  by  citizens  at  Uniontown,  Ala.,  against 
the  passenger  depot  accommodations  of  the  East  Tenn.,  Va.  & 
Ga.  Eailroad  Company  at  that  station,  and  also  by  the  citizens 
of  Tuscaloosa  against  the  passenger  depot  accommodations  of 
the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Kailroad  Company  at  that  station. 
The  Railroad  Commission  examined  witnesses  under  oath  con- 
cerning these  complaints,  after  having  given  notice  to  each  of  the 
railroad  companies,  and  then  made  orders  to  each  of  these  compa- 
nies to  furnish  additional  passenger  depot  accommodations  to 
the  public  at  each  of  these  stations.  The  order  to  the  East 
Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga.  Railroad  Company  for  the  depot  at  Union- 
town  station  was  made  on  the  2l8t  day  of  March,  1883.  The 
order  for  the  Tuscaloosa  depot  was  made  on  the  19th  day  of 
April,  1883.  A  copy  of  each  of  these  orders  will  be  found  in 
appendix  number  10  of  this  report.  A  similar  order  upon  a 
like  complaint  of  citizens  was  made  by  the  Commission  to  the 
Western  Railway  Company  of  Alabama  in  reference  to  Auburn 
depot,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1883,  which  will  be  found  in 
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the  same  appendix,  and  is  substantially  the  same  in  form  and 
method  of  procedure  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  orders  made 
by  the  Commission  to  the  raihoad  companies  generally  in  the 
State  for  additional  depot  accommodations,  and  is  here  furnished 
in  order  that  a  general  idea  of  these  may  be  had  from  these 
particular  instances. 


Before  the  enactment  of  the  statute  approved  February  23d, 
1883,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  accom- 
modation of  passengers  at  each  of  the  passenger  depots  along 
the  line  of  every  railroad  operated  by  any  railroad  company  or 
person  in  thid  State,"  the  Railroad  Commission  hud  repeatedly 
exercised  the  power  of  requiring  railroad  companies  to  provide 
accommodations  for  the  public  at  their  passenger  depots,  where 
it  was  found  that  such  additional  accommodations  were  neces- 
sary, and  from  their  investigation  of  the  facts,  that  it  was  a 
duty  which  the  railroad  company  owed  to  the  public  to  provide 
such  additional  accommodations;  and  this  power  the  Commis- 
sion exercised  under  the  20th  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  railroad  companies  and  per- 
sons operating  railroads  in  this  State,"  approved  February  26th, 
1881.  Instances  of  the  exercise  of  this  last  named  power  will  be 
found  in  appendix  number  11  to  this  report,  in  the  cases  of 
passenger  depot  accommodations  at  Ambersonville,  Cross  Plains 
and  Ladiga  station  on  the  East  Tenn.,  Ya.  &  Ga.  Railroad.  An 
instance  in  which  the  Commission  declined  to  require  a  railroad 
company  to  move  a  depot  and  build  it  at  a  point  indicated  by 
citizens  of  the  county  under  the  provisions  of  either  of  these 
statutes,  will  be  found  in  the  case  of  Thomas  J.  Burton  and 
others  against  the  Georgia  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  in  refer- 
ence to  Edwardsville  depot,  among  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mission on  contested  complaints,  and  illustrates  the  views  held 
by  the  Commission  in  the  construction  of  these  statutes  and  the 
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relative  rights  of  the  public  and  railroad  companies  growing 
out  of  them. 


JOINT  LOCAL  EATES. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  a  statute  approved  February 
23d,  1883,  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  Eailroad  Commis- 
sion of  Alabama  to  recommend  joint  local  rates  on  freight  to 
railroad  companies  and  persons  operating  railroads  in  this  State," 
the  Commission  bestowed  a  most  lengthy  consideration  upon 
this  subject,  and  investigated  it,  in  all  its  phases,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  efiect  the  evident  purpose  of  the  statute, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  practically  done.  To  this  end,  among  other 
things,  we  summoned  before  us  as  witnesses,  and  examined 
them  under  oath,  H.  Callbron,  G.  F.  A.  of  A.  G.  S.  E.  E.  Co., 
James  E.  Ogden,  G.  F.  A.  of  the  E.  T.,  V.  &  G.  E.  E.  Co., 
Cecil  Gabbett,  Gen.  Man.  of  the  Western  Ey  Co.  of  Alabama, 
Theo.  Welch,  Esq.,  Gen.  Ft.  Agt.  of  the  railroad  lines  in  Ala- 
bama owned  or  operated  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Eailroad 
Company  in  this  State,  G.  A.  Whitehead,  G.  F.  A.  of  the  Cen- 
tral Eailroad  of  Georgia,  and  also  G.  F.  A.  of  the  M.  &  E.  Ey. 
Co.,  the  E.  &  C.  E.  E.  Co.  and  the  C.  &  W.  Ey.  Co.;  and  D. 
E.  Williams,  G.  F.  A.  of  the  M.  &  G.  E.  E.  Co.  The  exam- 
ination of  these  witnesses  under  oath  was  reduced  to  writing  by 
the  Commission  and  signed  by  them  in  the  presence  of  the 
Commission,  and  will  be  found  in  appendix  number  12  to  this 
report.  These  witnesses  are  each  men  of  great  ability  and  ex- 
perience in  the  practical  operation  of  railroads,  and  possess  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  railroad  tariifs  and  railroad  business  in 
this  State,  and  personally  are  men  of  high  character.  Besides 
the  information  furnished  by  them  on  this  subject  in  their 
sworn  testimony  here  referred  to,  the  Commission  for  itself 
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carefully  examined  the  local  tariffs  and  local  freight  businesB 
done  by  the  different  railroads  in  this  State  in  connection  with 
this  subject  of  joint  local  rates.  The  result  of  our  conclusion 
after  considering  all  this  evidence,  in  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject, as  we  are  obliged  to  do  in  all  such  matters,  under  the  stat- 
ute of  allowing  each  railroad  company  a  fair  and  just  return 
upon  the  value  of  its  railroads,  appurtenances  and  equipments, 
that  for  the  present,  at  least,  no  good  purpose  could  be  reached 
by  requiring  each  of  the  railroad  companies  to  have  any  general 
tariff  of  joint  local  rates.  We  contented  ourselves,  therefore, 
with  confining  our  recommendations  on  this  subject  to  a  few 
special  instances  of  freight  of  a  bulky  character.  We  found 
that  there  was  not  enough  of  business  done  of  a  local  character 
for  freight  between  the  different  railroads  of  this  State  to  jus- 
tify at  this  time  any  joint  system  of  local  rates,  under  a  general 
tariff.  We  further  found  that  very  generally,  and  with  few 
exceptions  where  there  was  business  of  that  character,  that  the 
railrojids  could  be  and  were  stipulated  with  by  shippers  for 
local  rates  that  were  in  their  nature  joint.  We  further  found 
that  the  business  of  the  railroads  in  freight  matters,  reduced  as 
they  were  in  thfeir  receipts  by  the  large  production  of  grain  and 
meat  and  manufactured  goods  in  the  Southern  States,  rendered 
a  system  of  joint  local  rates  among  them  at  this  time,  too  ques- 
tionable in  its  justice,  to  admit  of  its  being  recommended  to 
them.  Therefore  we  did  not  recommend  it,  because  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  a  recommendation  by  the  Railroad  Commission 
means,  as  we  understand  it  from  the  law,  that  the  railroad  com- 
panies are  expected  to  adopt  it ;  and  in  every  instance  where 
the  Railroad  Commission  has  made  an  official  recommendation 
to  the  railroad  companies,  the  result  has  been  that  the  railroad 
companies  have  adopted  such  recommendation,  just  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  have  adopted  the  directions  of  the  Commission 
in  matters  that  were  not  simply  the  subjects  of  recommenda- 
tion. Upon  this  whole  subject  of  recommendations  made  by 
the  Commission,  we  may  as  well  say  that  we  have  refrained 
from  making  them  as  mere  matters  of  experiment,  and  have 
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made  them  in  no  instance  where  we  have  not  been  satisfied  from 
the  evidence  before  us  and  from  a  thorough  consideration  of  all 
the  circumstances,  that  thev  involved  duties  which  the  raih-oad 
companies  owed  to  the  public,  as  a  matter  of  legal  justice  or 
equitable  right. 


INSPECTION  OF  KAILROADS,  DEPOTS,  OAKS,  ETC., 
BY  THE  EAILROAD  COMMISSION. 

The  statute  creating  the  Railroad  Commission  provides  that 
the  Railroad  Commissioners  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision 
over  all  the  railroads  in  this  State,  and  examine  the  same  from 
tiino  to  time,  and  keep  themselves  informed  as  to  their  condi- 
tion, and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  operated  with  reference 
to  the  security  and  accommodation  of  the  public,  and  the  com- 
pliance by  the  several  corporations  with  their  charters  and  the 
laws  of  the  State.  This  jurisdiction  we  have  exercised,  and  in 
addition  to  the  supervision  at  various  times  made  in  this  respect 
by  each  of  the  Commissioners  individually,  two  of  our  num- 
ber, Messrs.  Crook  and  Ball,  have  performed  this  duty  of  the 
Commission,  by  traveling  in  a  slow  car  over  every  railroad  in 
the  State,  and  examining  personally  and  carefully  the  condition 
of  its  roadbed,  the  condition  of  its  depots,  the  condition  of  its 
rolling  stock,  the  condition  of  its  trestles  and  bridges,  the  ac- 
commodations it  furnishes  the  public  as  to  passengers  and  freight, 
and  its  methods  of  operation,  and  have  reported  the  same  to 
the  Commission ;  and  upon  such  report  the  Commission  ha£ 
based  its  action  in  addressing  notifications  to  railroad  compa- 
nies to  make  repairs  and  changes  indicated  to  be  necessary  by 
such  report,  from  time  to  time,  or  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mission and  show  cause,  if  any  they  could,  why  such  repairs 
and  changes  should  not  be  made.  A  copy  of  this  report  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1883,  will  be  found  in  appendix 
number  13  of  this  report.     The  benefits  conferred  upon  the 
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public  as  well  as  upon  the  owners  of  this  railroad  property  by 
the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the  State,  is  so 
great  and  manifest,  that  no  one  who  will  'compare  the  value  of 
this  property  now  with  what  it  was  several  years  ago,  and  its 
improved  methods  of  operation,  and  the  great  decrease  in  casu- 
alties, can  entertain  one  single  doubt.  It  has,  in  practical  opera- 
tion, been  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  new  system  inaugu- 
rated by  the  State  in  the  supervision  of  railroads.  Prudently, 
justly,  and  considerately  exercised,  it  may  continue  to  produce 
these  benefits  both  to  the  public  and  to  the  owners  of  the  rail- 
road property  in  this  State,  but  if  exercised  otherwise  it  can 
not  fail  to  be  a  source  of  great  injury  to  the  value  of  railroad 
property  in  this  State,  and  at  the  same  time  confer  no  benefits 
of  any  consequence  to  the  public.  It  is  a  great  power,  and  a 
very  beneficial  one  when  properly  exercised,  and,  as  already 
stated,  a  very  dangerous  power  when  not  properly  or  justly 
exercised.  While  occasional  abuses  must,  and  will  exist  in 
the  operation  of  so  vast  a  system  of  industry  and  corporate 
power  as  the  railroad  system  in  its  relations  to  the  pub- 
lic, yet  in  the  main  the  great  bulk  of  its  regulations  are  such  as 
are  founded  upon  reason,  wisdom  and  justice,  and  strictly  busi- 
ness considerations.  To  correct  abuses  is  one  thing,  and  to 
tamper  and  meddle  with  such  regulations  simply  in  the  exer- 
cise of  arbitrary  discretion,  is  quite  another  and  a  very  different 
thing.    We  have  endeavored  to  observe  this  distinction. 


PASSENGEE    TRAIN    FACILITIES    DURING    THE 
PERIOD  COVERED  BY  THIS  REPORT. 

There  was  a  double  daily  passenger  train  making  through 
connections  operated  over  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  road, 
which  stopped  at  all  stations  along  the  line  of  the  road,  and 
there  was  no  local  accommodation  passenger  trains  operated 
over  this  road,  there  being  no  necessity  for  such  local  passenger 
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trains,  from  the  fact  that  the  through  passenger  trains  stopped 
at  all  the  stations  in  Alabama. 

There  was  a  double  daily  passenger  train  operated  by  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Company  over  its  entire  line 
from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  which  passes  over  the  Nafih- 
ville  &  Decatur ;  South  &  North  Alabama ;  Mobile  &  Mont- 
gomery ;  New  Orleans,  Mobile  &  Texas,  and  in  addition  to 
this,  local  accommodation  trains  were  operated  over  the  line  of 
this  road  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  daily  from  Mobile  to  Mont- 
gomery, and  from  Montgomery  to  Decatur.  The  through 
passenger  train  on  this  road  going  north  did  not  stop  at  all  of 
the  stations,  but  the  south  bound  through  train  did  stop  at 
nearly  all  the  stations,  and  the  local  accommodation  passenger 
trains  stopped  at  all  the  stations  from  Mobile  to  Decatur. 

The  Alabama  Great  Southern  Railroad  operated  a  daily 
passenger  train  with  through  connections  over  its  entire  line  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  stopping  at  all  stations,  and  in  addition 
to  this,  it  operated  a  daily  local  accommodation  passenger  train 
from  Birmingham  to  Chattanooga. 

The  East  Tenn.,  Ya.  &  Ga.  Railroad  Company  operated 
daily  passenger  trains  having  through  connections  over  its 
entire  line  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  also  local  accommodation 
passenger  trains  over  its  entire  line  in  the  State  daily. 

The  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  operated  daily  passenger  trains 
over  its  line  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  with  through  connections, 
and  local  accommodation  'passenger  trains  from  Mobile  to 
Citronelle. 

The  Western  Railway  of  Alabama  operated  double  daily 
passenger  trains  over  its  line  in  Alabama,  with  through  con- 
nections, and  also  a  daily  local  accommodation  passenger  train. 

The  Montgomery  &  Eufaula  Railway  during  the  fall,  winter 
and  spring  operated  double  daily  passenger  trains  over  its  line 
in  Alabama,  with  through  connections,  and  also  local  accommo- 
dation passenger  trains,  and  during  the  summer  operated  daily 
passenger  trains  with  through  connections,  and  local  accommo- 
tion  passenger  trains  daily. 

Each  of  the  following  railroads  operated  daily  passenger 
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trains  over  their  line  in  this  State  during  the  period  referred 
to  in  this  report:  Cincinnati,  Selma  &  Mobile;  Mobile  ife 
Girard ;  Eufaula  &  Clayton ;  East  Alabama ;  Wetumpka 
Branch ;  Tuskegee  Narrow  Gauge  ;  Montgomery  Southern ; 
Pensacola  &  Selma,  and  Selma  Division  of  the  Western  Rail- 
way of  Alabama. 

The  passenger  train  accommodations  where  they  were  daily 
or  double  daily  with  through  connections  over  the  lines  above 
named  were  in  a  high  degree  comfortable,  and  on  all  of  them 
were  fairly  comfortable.  The  passenger  trains  operated  upon 
that  class  of  roads  above  described  as  having  daily  passenger 
trains  with  through  connections  were  quite  comfortable,  and 
fully  as  much  so  as  the  business  of  the  road  justified.  The 
accommodations  upon  the  local  passenger  trains  on  each  of  the 
railroads  above  mentioned  were  not  equal  in  comfort  to  those 
upon  the  through  passenger  trains,  but  were  generally  of  a 
moderately  fair  and  comfortable  nature.  These  local  accom- 
modation passenger  trains  consisted  usually  of  one  passenger 
car  attached  to  the  rear  of  the  freight  trains,  and  running  thus 
with  a  mixed  train  of  freight  cars  made  slow  time  compared 
to  that  of  the  through  passenger  trains. 

These  local  passenger  trains  run  on  an  average  of  from  15  to 
17  miles  per  hour,  while  the  average  time  of  the  through 
passenger  trains  was  from  25  to  30  miles  per  hour,  including 
stops.  These  local  accommodation  passenger  trains  being 
operated  exclusively  for  local  freights  and  passengers,  do  not 
connect  at  their  terminal  points  with  other  lines.  In  most  in- 
stances, connections  were  made  by  through  passenger  trains 
with  other  important  lines  of  the  State  which  they  cross  diago- 
nally and  at  right  angles,  but  in  many  cases  this  is  not  done 
and  in  the  nature  of  things  is  impossible. 

A  progress  that  has  been  most  gratifying  has  been  made  by 
the  railroads  generally  of  this  State  within  the  last  three  years 
in  their  passenger  train  facilities,  as  M^ell  as  in  the  comforts  and 
accommodations  upon  these  trains,  particularly  the  through 
passenger  trains.  There  can  be  no  question  that  under  the 
able  and   enlightened   management  of    these  railroads,  still 
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further  progress  will  be  made  in  this  direction  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  business  of  these  lines  will  justify  and  competition 
must  demand.  The  increasing  travel  of  the  country  will  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  else,  both  as  to  speed  of  railroad  trains, 
and  their  accommodations,  and  railroad  management  is  keenly 
alive  to  the  necessities  of 'the  situation. 


CASUALTIES. 

The  casualties  occurring  upon  railroads  in  this  State  during 
the  period  embraced  in  this  report  will  be  found  in  the  con- 
solidated returns  of  each  of  the  different  railroads  to  the  Rail- 
road Commission  of  Alabama  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
1883,  in  appendix  number  3  to  this  report.  These  casualties 
were  not  the  results  of  collisions,  showing  that  the  extraordinary 
precautions  observed  by  the  different  railroad  companies  of  the 
State  to  prevent  collisions  of  trains  have  been  successful  to  a 
very  gratifying  degree.  A  few  only  of  these  casualties,  and 
such  then  as  were  in  themselves  not  serious,  arose  from  derail- 
ment of  trains,  and  the  instances  in  which  this  occurred  were 
few  and  exceptional.  These  casualties,  as  will  be  seen,  occurred 
in  nearly  every  instance  to  employees  of  trains,  resulting  in 
most  instances  from  their  negligence,  and  in  the  exceptional 
instances  where  passengers  were  injured,  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance from  their  negligence.  The  laws  of  the  State  in  refer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  passenger  and  freight  trains  are  rigid 
in  requiring  the  highest  degree  of  diligence  and  fidelity  on  the 
part  of  those  operating  these  trains.  The  regulations  of  each 
of  the  railroad  companies  relating  to  the  same  subject  are  also 
extremely  strict  in  requiring  extraordinary  fidelity  and  intelli- 
gence on  the  part  of  all  persons  operating  these  trains.  Still, 
these  operatives  are  occasionally  negligent,  more  of  their  own 
personal  safety,  than  that  of  the  trains  confided  to  their  charge, 
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hence  the  results  of  personal  injuries  they  receive  occasionally 
in  coupling  cars,  getting  on  and  off  trains,  and  the  like. 

It  is  one  of  the  consequences  of  human  experience  that  those 
who  are  in  continual  contact  with  danger  in  the  performance 
of  duties  connected  with  any  dangerous  employment,  no  matter 
what  their  skill  or  sobriety  may  be,  will  in  the  course  of  time 
become  more  or  less  negligent  of  their  own  personal  safety. 
This  is  seen  not  alone  in  the  operation  of  railroad  trains,  but 
also  in  the  operation  of  steam  mills,  other  steam  manufactories, 
cotton  gins,  etc.,  etc.  It  is,  however,  in  the  highest  degree 
creditable  to  human  nature  on  the  part  of  the  operatives  of 
these  trains,  such  as  engineers,  brakesmen,  etc.,  that  while  they 
occasionally  hurt  themselves  by  their  own  imprudence,  or  negli- 
gence, yet  it  is  a  matter  of  common  occurrence  for  them  to 
be  always  on  the  alert  for  the  safety  of  the  trains  they  operate, 
and  to  risk  their  lives  and  personal  safety  without  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  taking  care  of  the  safety  of  these  trains.  In  fact, 
it  may  be  said  as  the  result  of  a  large  and  extended  survey  of 
this  whole  subject  that  these  operatives  in  general  consider 
their  own  safety  and  immunity  from  danger  as  a  matter  of 
minor  importance,  and  that  from  habit,  as  well  9s  from  duty, 
they  regard  the  safety  of  the  trains  confided  to  their  charge  as 
everything,  and  conduct  themselves  accordingly.  Amongst 
other  stringent  regulations  adopted  by  the  railroad  companies 
to  hold  these  operatives  at  all  times  in  the  highest  degree  of 
vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  they  are  not  even 
permitted  to  smoke  while  on  duty,  and  still  less  to  drink  liquor 
at  all  at  snch  times.  Under  the  combined  operation  of  the 
laws  of  £he  State,  and  the  regulations  of  the  companies,  the 
strict  supervison  exercised  by  the  companies  over  the  operation 
of  their  trains,  and  last  of  all  the  supervision  of  the  State  it- 
self, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  percentage  of  these  casu- 
alties must  continue  in  the  future,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  very 
greatly  to  decrease. 

The  wonderful  improvement  in  air  brakes,  and  the  cheap- 
ness of  steel,  by  means  of  which  the  railroads  very  generally 
are  laying  their  tracks  with  steel,  will  also  contribute  very 
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greatly  to  the  prevention  of  derailment  of  trains,  and  all  casu- 
alties resulting  from  this  cause.  Any  person  of  ordinary  intel- 
ligence, without  knowing  even  the  cause,  can  sit  in  a  railroad 
car,  as  a  passenger,  and  detect  the  difference  between  the 
smoathness  and  decrease  of  noise  with  which  the  cars  run  the 
moment  they  strike  steel  rails  compared  with  the  bumping  and 
thumping  occasioned  by  the  same  car  while  running  over  iron 
rails.  It  will  be  a  most  gratifying  era  indeed  in  the  history  of 
railroads,  and  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  traveling  public 
on  railroads  when  not  an  iron  rail  can  be  found  upon  any  rail- 
road in  the  State.  The  time  will  come,  and  perhaps  at  no 
distant  day,  when  no  State  in  this  Union,  nor  the  General 
Government  itself,  will  permit  any  new  railroad  company  to 
have  a  charter  unless  in  that  charter  it  is  expressly  stipulated 
that  all  rails  upon  its  road-bed  shall  consist  of  steel.  Such  an 
enactment  would  be  wise  in  the  highest  degree,  not  only  as 
regards  the  safety  of  passengers  and  the  property'  taansported 
over  railroads,  but  from  economic  considerations  it  would  be 
far  better  for  the  railroads  themselves,  because  steel  rails  last 
so  much  longer  than  iron  rails  and  require  so  much  less  of 
repair. 


ACCIDENTS  TO  TKAIKS  KESULTING  IN  SEKIOUS 

INJURY  TO  PERSONS. 

Very  few  of  these  have  occurred,  and  the  few  that  have 
occurred  have  been  of  such  a  character  that  no  investigation  of 
them  by  the  Railroad  Commission  would  have  been  beneficial 
either  to  the  public  or  the  persons  injured. 
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BEIDGES  AND  TEESTLES. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  every  railroad,  so  far 
as  its  safety  to  the  traveling  public  is  concerned,  consists  in  hav- 
ing bridges  and  trestles  that  are  safe  wherever  such  bridges  and 
trestles  exist  upon  its  line  at  all.  A  maxim  with  us  upon  this 
subject,  and  upon  which  we  have  acted  throughout  our  admin- 
istration of  oiBce,  has  been  that,  "  a  bridge  or  a  trestle  cannot 
be  too  strong."  Our  inspection  of  bridges  and  trestles  as  part 
of  the  railroads  to  which  they  belong,  has  from  time  to  time 
been  rigid  and  critical.  No  casualty  has  occurred  to  any  rail- 
road train — whether  freight  or  passenger — since  the  Railroad 
Commission  of  Alabama  was  organized  on  account  of  the 
breaking  down  of  any  bridge  or  trestle.  The  statistics  of  rail- 
roads in  other  States  show  that  many  of  the  most  terrible  of 
all  the  casualties  that  occur  happen  from  railroad  trains  going 
through  bridges,  or  trestles,  causing  m  nearly  every  instance  an 
extraordinary  loss  of  human  life  or  of  injury  to  persons.  In 
a  few  of  the  States  so  much  importance  is  attached  to  this  as 
to  have  a  skillful  expert,  whose  duty  and  business  it  is  to  spend 
his  whole  time  examining  the  safety  of  railroad  bridges  and 
trestles,  with  plenary  authority  to  pronounce  any  of  them  unsafe 
when  the  facts  justify  it.  The  apprehension  which  the  public 
themselves  feel  for  their  own  safety  when  traveling  on  railroad 
cars  over  any  bridge  or  trestle,  the  safety  or  strength  of  which 
has  ever  been  questioned,  is  but  one  of  those  natural,  instinc- 
tive and  common-sense  indications  which  human  intelligence 
and  experience  has  arrived  at  upon  this  subject  without  regard 
to  the  opinions  of,  and  frequently  in  defiance  of  the  most  posi- 
tive declarations  of  skillful  experts  and  engineers  who  have 
pronounced  such  bridges  and  trestles  safe.  An  instance  of  this 
kind  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  long  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Tennessee  river  at  Decatur,  which  we  from  time  to  time  care- 
fully examined  on  account  of  the  public  apprehension  in  regard 
to  its  safety,  as  well  as  in  the  performance  of  a  public  and  offi- 
cial duty  on  our  part,  and  which  finally  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  iron  bridge,  in  the  place  of  a  combination 
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(wood  and  iron)  bridge  across  that  river.  Bnt  the  details  of 
this  will  more  appropriately  come  within  the  period  embraced 
by  our  next  annual  report. 


NUMBER  OF  MILES  OF  RAILROAD  IN  OPERATION 
IN  ALABAMA,  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  3(>rH, 
1883. 

The  aggregate  number  of  miles  of  railroad  in  operation 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  main  track,  not  including  side 
tracks,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883,  was  1,904  55-100 
miles  and  was  represented  by  the  different  railroads  in  the 
State  as  follows : 

Alabama  Great  Southern 244.75  miles 

Cincinnati,  Selma  and  Mobile 60.00  " 

Columbus  and  Western 87.02  " 

East  Alabama 20.00  " 

East  Tcnn.,  Va.  and  Ga 278.00  « 

Eufaula  and  Clayton 21.00  " 

Georgia  Pacific 108.55  « 

Memphis  and  Charleston 156.00  " 

Mobile  and  Girard 83.00  " 

Mobile  and  Montgomery 178.30  " 

Mobile  and  Ohio 61.00  " 

Montgomery  and  Eufaula 80.00  " 

Montgomery  Southern 20.00  " 

Nashville,  Chattanooga  and  St.  Louis 27.18  " 

Nashville  and  Decatur , 25.94  ** 

New  Orleans  and  Mobile 26.00  " 

New  Orleans  and  Selma 20.00  " 

Pensacola  and  Selma  (Upper  Div.) 38.00  " 

"  "        (Lower  Div.) 29.13  " 

Selma  and  Montgomery 50.00 
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South  and  North 188.82  miles 

Tuskegee  Narrow  Gauge 5.50    " 

Western  of  Alabama 86.36    '" 


1)^11 


MILES  OF  NEW  ROAi>  CONSTRUCTED  AND  PUT 
IN  OPERATION  IN  THE  STATE  OF  ALABAMA 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SOth,  1883. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883,  there  was  118 
56-100  miles  of  new  road  constrncted  and  put  in  operation  in 
the  State  of  Alabama.  Of  this,  118  65-100  miles  were  so 
constructed  and  put  in  operation  by  the  Georgia  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company. 


NEW  CHARTERS  FOR  RAILROADS  IN  ALABAMA 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1883,  AS 
SHOWN  BY  THE  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  IN"  THE 
OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

The  spirit  of  enterprise  and  productive  energy  has  been  very 
manifest  in  this  State,  daring  the  year  embraced  in  this  report 
as  shown  by  the  number  of  new><jharters  for  railroads  contem- 
plated in  Alabama  as  appears  from  the  records  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.     These  with  their  dates  are  as  follows : 
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NAME  OF  COMPANY. 


Talladega  and  Coosa  River  Railway  Company 

Alabama  Coal  and  Iron  Railway  Company 

Selma,  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  Railway 
Company 

Asheville  Railroad  Company 

Rome  and  Decatur  Railroad^  Company 

Warrior  Coal  Fields  Railroad 

Western  Railway  of  Alabama,  (formed  by 
the  purchasers  of  the  Western  Railroad 
from  Selma  to  West  Point.  The  purchasers 
were  the  Georgia  Railrad  ana  Banking 
Company  and  the  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking' Company  of  Georgia) 

Eufaula  and  Clayton  Railroad,  (formed  by 
the  purchasers  of  the  Vicksburg  and  Bruns- 
wick Railroad  and  the  franchises  and  prop- 
erty of  the  Vicksburg  and  Clayton  Rail- 
road Company,  the  purchasers  being  the 
Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company 
and  the  Central  Railroad  and  Banking 
Company) 

Anniston  and  Atlantic  Railroad 

Birmingham  and  Northeastern  Railroad 
Company 


DATS    OF  FIL- 
ING Declara- 
tion. 


DATE  OF  cer- 
tificate OF 
ORGANIZA- 
TION. 


Aug.  30,  1882  Apl.  18,  1883 
Nov.   7, 


1882 


Nov.  7, 
Nov.  18, 
Jan.  3, 
Sept.  24, 


Feb.  20,  1883 


1882  Feb.  20,  1883 

1882  Apl.   9,   1883 

1883  May  22,  1883 


1881 


Mch.22,1883 


Mch.31, 
May  24, 


1883 
1883 


Aug.  29, 1883 


Mch.22,1883 


Aug.  17, 1883 
Dec.  21,  1883 


Many  of  these  contemplated  railroads  will  perhaps  never  be 
built,  and  others  will  be  built  from  point  to  point  very  differ- 
ent from  what  are  now  contemplated,  but  the  increas- 
ing prosperity  of  the  State,  the  development  of  its  wonderful 
resources,  the  energy  and  industry  of  its  people,  the  prodigy 
ious  amount  of  capital  in  the  United  States,  and  in  Europe 
seeking  these  channels  of  inyestment,  all  point  to  the  fact 
that  this  State  with  all  its  present  railroad  facilities  is  but  on 
the  threshold  of  what  is  still  to  come  in  the  near  future. 


29 

THE  BUSINESS  OF  RAILROADS  AS  AFFECTED  BY 
THE  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS,  AND  IRON, 
COAL  AND  LUMBER  INTERESTS  OF  ALA- 
BAMA. 

The  biiBiness  of  railroads  is  that  of  carriers  for  hire.  They 
hire  their  property  to  the  public  for  a  compensation.  The 
fertility  of  the  soil  of  Alabama,  and  the  diversity  of  its  pro- 
ducts contribute  a  large  element  to  the  business  of  i*ailroads, 
yet  the  intelligent  reader  even  who  has  never  made  this  subject 
a  study  would  be  astonished  to  know  how  slight  indeed  is  the 
business  of  railroads  derived  from  the  carrying  of  our  great 
staple  product,  cotton,  great  as  that  is,  compared  to  that  which 
is  derived  from  the  transportation  of  coal  and  iron.  The  coal 
and  iron  interests  of  Alabama,  although  in  their  infancy  are 
prodigious.  These  coal  and  iron  interests  furnish  railroads 
with  material  for  transportation  from  day  to  day  and  from 
week  to  week  all  the  year  round,  and  their  business  is  literally 
unending.  On  the  other  hand  the  transportation  of  the  cotton 
orop  is  of  short  duration,  occupying  only  a  very  few  months,  and 
even  much  of  that  time  not  giving  the  railroads  anything  like 
all  they  can  do.  The  experienced  observer  of  what  constitutes 
and  must  continue  to  still  more  increase  the  material  prosperity 
of  this  State  cannot  fail  to  see  that  one  of  its  most  leading 
elements  is  the  coal  and  iron  interests  of  Alabama.  The  sea- 
sons may  fail,  and  with  them  the  falling  oflf  of  the  crops  of  the 
farmer,  upon  which  all  so  much  depends,  but  as  to  these  coal 
and  iron  interests  they  are  not  dependent  upon  the  seasons. 
Here  they  are  resting  in  the  bosom  of  nature,  in  their  most 
lavish  form,  and  they  will  be  developed  in  the  near  future  to 
an  extent  that  will  send  up  Alabama  among  the  foremost  of 
the  States  of  the  American  Union  in  material  prosperity. 
These  coal  and  iron  interests  we  have  always  with  us.  In  our 
State  as  in  Pennsylvania  and  other  States,  capital  will  seek 
these  coal  and  iron  interests.  New  railroads  will  seek  them. 
Skilled  artisans  will  seek  them,  and  a  teeming  population  will 
gather  around  them.     They  will  also  bring  manufactories,  and 
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business  and  trade.  The  lumber  interests  of  Alabama  also  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  business  of  railroads.  Along  the  lines 
of  several  of  the  more  important  railroads  of  the  State  are 
numerous  mills  where  lumber  is  made  in  vast  quantities  and 
transported  to  not  only  other  sections  of  the  State,  but  to  dis- 
tant cities  of  the  Union  and  in  many  instances  exported  to 
Europe.  In  the  southern  section  of  the  State  a  new  industry 
in  which  much  capital  and  labor  is  invested  is  found  in  the 
turpentine  industries  of  the  State ;  and  another  of  still  more 
importance  is  the  growth  of  early  vegetables.  Manufactories 
of  different  kinds  during  the  period  covered  by  this  repojt 
have  also  been  springing  up  at  various  points  along  the  Jines 
of  the  railroads  in  this  State,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  much  more 
in  the  future,  and  they  also  contribute  largely  to  the  business  of 
railroads.  The  growth  of  the  population  along  the  lines  of 
railroads  in  this  State  as  shown  at  the  various  towns  and  stations, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  line  of  road  away  from  said  towns  and 
stations,  have  within  thq  period  covered  by  this  report  been 
very  remarkable,  and  must  strike  the  eye  of  even  the  most 
casual  observer.  All  the  causes  we  have  named,  and  others 
that  might  readily  be  named  indicate  the  growing  prosperity 
of  this  State,  and  the  causes  that  have  contributed  to  the  pros- 
perity and  stability  of  these  great  railroad  enterprises.  We 
have  simply  stated  these  without  elaboration.  In  our  next 
report,  owing  to  systems  inaugurated,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
give  interesting  statistics  upon  all  of  the  topics  herein  enu- 
merated for  the  information  of  the  law-making  power  of  the 
State,  and  the  public  generally. 


METHODS  OF  PROCEDURE. 

The  methods  of  procedure  followed  by  the  Railroad  Com- 
mission  as  indicated  in  our  second  annual  report,  have  been 
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the  same  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  with  very 
few  and  unimportant  changes.  These  methods  of  procedure 
have  been  such  as  were  intended  to  promote  simplicity  of 
method,  and  accomplish  speedy  results,  taking  more  of  time 
only  in  cases  where  such  time  was  absolutely  and  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  justice.  Each  of  these 
methods  of  procedure  as  well  as  their  administration  upon 
every  complaint  requiring  an  order  of  direction,  whether  rela- 
ting to  rates  or  otherwise,  have  been  intended  to  reach  the 
manifest  justice  and  equity  of  every  case,  without  regard  to 
forms  and  technical  considerations  either  of  law  or  fact.  As 
experience  may  demonstrate  to  be  necessary  these  forms  and 
methods  cf  procedure  will  from  time  to  time  be  changed  and 
modified,  should  that  be  shown  to  be  necessaay. 


CONYENTION  OF  RAILROAD  COMMISSIONERS  OF 

THE  STATES. 

There  has  been  no  convention  of  Railroad  Commissioners 
of  the  States  having  Railroad  Commissioners  during  the  period 
embraced  in  this  report.  The  last  convention  of  that  kind  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  in  October,  1881,  mentioned  in 
our  second  annual  report.  A  standing  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Convention  of  Railroad  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  and  still  in  force,  is  to  the  effect  that  whenever  the 
Railroad  Commission  of  any  State  have  any  matter  which  they 
desire  to  be  considered  and  acted  upon  by  the  general  conven- 
tion of  all  the  Railroad  Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  give  notice  of  this  fact  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  general  convention,  it  shall  be  then  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee to  call  the  convention  together.  No  call  of  this  kind 
was  made  during  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883.  The  chief 
cause  of  this  has  doubtless  been  that  the  Commissioners  in  the 
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different  States  were  eaeli  engrossed  with  their  official  duties 
and  have  felt  that  railroad  supervision,  local  to  each  of  the 
States,  was  so  much  governed  by  local  causes  and  considera- 
tions that  no  special  good  could  be  arrived  at  by  arrangements 
of  a  general  character,  having  no  feasibilty,  between  a  portion 
of  the  States,  unless  all  would  come  into  them.  The  transpor- 
tation services  on  long  through  lines  is  so  much  of  a  unit  in  its 
nature  that  it  is  difficult  to  revise  it  in  parts,  leaving  much  of 
it  unaffected  by  such  revision. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  ADDITIONAL  LEGISLA- 
TION. 

The  28th  section  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act,  to  provide  for 
the  regulation  of  railroad  companies  and  persons  operating 
railroads  in  this  State,  approved  February  26th,  1881,  provides: 
*'  That  the  Board,  through  their  Chairman,  shall  make  annual 
reports  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November 
in  each  year,  for  transmission  to  the  Legislature,  of  their  doings 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  next  preceding, 
containing  such  facts  as  will  disclose  the  actual  workings  of  the 
railway  83^stem  in  this  State,  and  such  suggestions,  as  to  the 
general  railroad  policy  of  the  State,  as  may  seem  to  them 
appropriate.  They  shall,  also,  submit  such  recommendations  for 
further  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  railroads  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  or  advisable  for  the  interests  of  the  State.'' 
Neither  this  section  nor  any  other  section  of  the  Act  men- 
tioned, nor  any  other  Statute  of  the  State  of  Alabama  expressly 
provides  in  terms  that  these  annual  reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  printed  before  being  transmitted  to  the  Legis- 
lature, nor  that  they  shall  be  printed  before  being  made  to  the 
Governor,  yet  it  is  obvious  from  the  duties  which  the  Commis- 
sioners are  required  to  perform,  and  the  minutes  and  records 


33 

they  are  required  to  keep  in  their  office,  aud  the  nuture  and 
character  of  the  annual  reports  required  to  be  made  by  them 
to  the  Governor  for  transmission  to  the  General  Assembly,  that 
they  were  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  be  printed,  for  other- 
wise it  would  be  impossible  for  the  General  Assembly  to  have 
them  printed  during  the  period  of  its  session  so  as  to  be  able 
to  read  and  understand  them,  because  the  printing  of  such  a 
report  occupies  the  public  printers  more  than  two  months. 
Each  of  these  reports,  necessarily,  as  contemplated  by  this  act 
of  the  Legislature,  must  embrace  the  local  freight  tariffs  of  rail- 
roads in  the  State,  the  through  freight  tariffs  of  railroads 
in  the  State  and  the  passenger  tariffs  of  railroads  in  the 
State,  tablps  showing  the  earnings  of  railroads  in  the  State — 
gross  earnings  and  net  earnings — together  with  the  methods  of 
operation  of  railroads,  and  all  that  has  been  done  during  the 
year  by  the  Commission  in  relation  to  each  of  the  various 
duties  it  is  required  to  perform  by  law.  Every  such  report 
must  necessarily  be  voluminous  in  order  to  disclose  the  "actual 
working  of  the  railway  system  in  this  State." 

The  public  history  of  this  statute  is  that  it  was  enacted 
during  the  last  few  days  of  the  legislative  session,  after  pro- 
tracted debates  and  discussions  in  which  there  was  such  a 
difference  of  opinion  that  the  House  of  Representatives  passed 
one  bill  and  the  Senate  another  bill  widely  different  in  its  pro- 
visions, and  the  statute  in  question  was  the  result  of  the  report 
of  a  conference  committee  of  the  two  houses.  It  could  not  be 
expected  under  such  circumstances  that  every  possible  detail 
that  might  arise  connected  with  the  execution  and  administra- 
tion of  the  law  could  be  anticipated  and  provided  for  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

When  the  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama  prepared  their 
first  annual  report,  pursuant  to  their  direction,  it  was  carried 
by  the  President  of  the  Commission,  in  manuscript,  to  the 
Governor  of  Alabama  and  presented  to  him  and  filed  in  his 
office  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1881.  It  necessarily 
embraced  a  vast  mass  of  papers  of  great  bulk,  and  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  Commission  was  then  instructed  by  the  Governor 
to  have  it  printed  by  the  State  printers,  which  was  done,  and 
the  State  printers  were  paid  therefor  by  warrants  of  the  Audi- 
tor out  of  the  general  printing  fund  of  the  State,  just  as  the 
reports  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent  of  Edu- 
cation were  printed  and  paid  for.  When  the  second  annual 
report  of  the  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama  was  prepared, 
being  a  far  more  voluminous  document  than  the  first  annual 
report,  it  was  printed  and  paid  for  in  like  manner  as  the  first. 
When  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  convened  in  Novem- 
ber, 1882,  printed  copies  of  each  of  these  reports  were 
furnished  to  each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  immedi- 
ately after  the  Governor  had  transmitted  a  copy  of  each  report 
to  tlie  General  Assembly.  No  question  ever  occurred  as  to  the 
legality  or  propriety  of  the  course  here  pursued.  The  General 
Assembly  was  fumised  with  reports  in  such  form  and  shape  as 
that  every  member  of  the  Legislature  could  read  them  quickly 
and  understand  all  the  material  parts  readily. 

The  Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  books  showing  the  particulars 
as  to  how  these  reports  were  printed  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
general  printing  found  were  ivestigated  and  examined  by  com- 
mittees of  the  Legislature  appointed  for  that  purpose.  No 
question  was  ever  raised  or  suggested  as  to  the  propriety  of 
these  reports  being  paid  for  out  of  the  general  printing  fund 
until  recently,  and  this  doubt  has  been  suggested  by  an  investi- 
gation made  of  the  Auditor's  and  Treasuer's  office  by  Col.  Jas. 
W.  Lapsley,  a  lawyer  of  experience  and  accountant  of  ability, 
appointed  for  this  purpose. 

One  of  the  most  controlling  rules  of  construction  in  the 
practical  administration  of  statutes  is  that  every  statute,  and 
in  fact  the  whole  body  of  statutes  relating  to  any  given  subject 
shall  be  construed  together  and  receive  a  reasonable  construc- 
tion in  order  to  effectuate  the  intention  of  the  lawmakers. 
The  28th  section  of  the  act  in  question  requires  the  Kailroad 
Commissioners  to  make  an  annual  "  report "  to  the  Governor 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Legislature  of  their  doings  for  the  year  ending 
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on  the  30th  June  next  preceding,  etc.  It  is  evident  that  this 
report  most  be  in  writing,  as  contemplated  by  this  section  of 
the  statute,  or  that  it  must  be  in  print,  or  partly  written,  or 
partly  printed,  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  this  section.  The 
Bailroad  Commissioners  could  not  make  a  verbal  .report  to  the 
Governor,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly. 
The  State  has  a  general  printing  fund  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  printing  Legislative  proceedings,  laws,  journals,  re- 
venue laws,  and  all  printing  for  the  Executive  and  State  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  as  indicated  by  sections  129  to 
137  of  the  Code.  *  Section  135  of  the  Code  provides  the  manner 
in  which  this  printing  shall  be  done  by  the  public  printer  "  for 
the  Executive  or  State  officers.''  When  this  Code  was  enacted 
the  Railroad  Commission  had  not  been  created.  But  the  14th 
section  of  the  statute  creating  the  Railroad  Commission  ex- 
pressly provides  that  the  Railroad  Commissioners  ^^ shall  be 
State  officers."  The  first  section  of  the  Code  of  Alabama  in 
defining  the  meaning  of  the  words  used  in  the  Code,  amongst 
other  things,  provides  that  '' writing  includes  printing  on 
paper,"  and  such  would  be  the  natural  construction  of  words 
used  by  any  body  of  laws  to  effectuate  the  intention  of  the 
law  makers,  whether  there  was  any  such  definition  or  not, 
except  in  the  mere  cases  of  penal  statutes.  Section  1538  of 
the  Code  of  Alabama  indicates  the  legislative  intention  to  be 
that  reports  of  all  State  officers,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  Legislature,  must  be  first  printed.  It  would  seem 
therefore  to  admit  of  no  very  serious  question  in  the  light  of 
these  statutes  that  the  Governor  had  authority  to  direct  the 
printing  of  these  reports  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  general 
printing  fund. 

When  other  features  of  the  Railroad  Commission  law  are 
looked  at  they  strengthen  this  conclusion.  The  sum  of  $12,500 
is  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly  annually  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  the  Commissioners,  and  their  clerk,  and  the  office 
expenses,  and  the  other  expenses  of  the  Commission.  Of  this 
sum,  $9,500  is  for  the  salaries  of  the  Commissioners ;  $1,500 
for  the  Clerk  of  the  Commission,  and  not  exceeding  $500  for 
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office  expenses,  leaving  an  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  expenses  of  the  Commission  annnally,  other  than  office 
expenses.  The  expenses  of  the  Commission,  other  than  office 
expenses,  as  contemplated  by  the  statute  creating  the  Board, 
are  fees  and  attendance  of  witnesses  when  summoned  by  the 
Commissioners  in  investigations,  for  traveling  expenses  when 
engaged  in  the  inspection  of  railroads,  trestles,  bridges  and 
depots ;  such  books,  maps,  reports  and  periodicals  relating  to 
the  subject  of  railroad  operation  and  statistics  as  the  Commis- 
sioners may  find  necessary  for  their  information  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  statutes,  etc.,  etc.  During  the  first  year 
after  the  organization  of  the  Commission,  owing  to  the  large 
amount  of  office  furniture  necessary  to  be  purchased,  and 
stationery,  the  office  expenses  of  the  Commission  exceeded  the 
annual  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  by  the  sum  of 
$74.40.  This  sum  of  $74.40  the  Commissioners  and  their 
clerk  paid  out  of  their  own  pockets,  and  made  no  application 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  any  relief,  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  sum  involved  was  small,  and  would  have  cost  the  State 
more  to  have  taken  up  the  time  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  a 
bill  through  for  their  relief  than  the  sum  involved  amounted  to. 
During  the  first  year  after  the  organization  of  the  Railroad 
Commission,  owing  to  the  most  rigid  economy  observed  by  the 
Commission  in  the  summoning  of  witnesses  before  them,  afi 
well  as  in  the  incurring  of  other  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Commission  other  than  office  expenses,  there 
was  expended  of  this  appropriation  only  $398.90,  leaving  a 
balance  unexpended  of  $601.10.  1  he  cost  of  printing  the 
first  annual  report  of  the  Railroad  Commission  of  Alabama 
amounted  to  only  $144.72  and  as  the  results  show,  might  have 
been  paid  out  of  this  balance  of  $601.10,  but  at  the  time  the 
printing  was  done  it  was  not  known  that  it  could  be  done,  be- 
cause the  appropriation  year  did  not  end  until  the  first  of  March 
following,  while  this  first  annual  report  was  printed  in  Novem- 
ber, 1881. 

During  the  second  year  after  the  organization  of  the  Railroad 
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Oommifision  there  remained  unexpended  of  the  appropriation 
of  $500  for  office  expenses  the  sum  of  $80.80,  which  was  not 
used  by  the  Commission,  and  during  the  same  period  there 
remained  unexpended  of  the  $1,000  appropriated  for  expenses 
of  the  Commission  other  than  office  expenses,  the  ^um  of 
$397.10,  making  of  these  two  appropriations  unexpended  for 
that  year  an  aggregate  of  $477.90,  to  which  if  there  is  added 
the  sum  of  $456.38  remaining  unexpended  on  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  preceding  year,  after  paying  $144.72  for  printing 
the  first  annual  report,  there  would  be  left  an  aggregate  of 
$934.28,  while  the  printing  of  the  second  annual  report  of  the 
Kailroad  Commissioners  amounted  to  $886.83,  showing  that 
even  if  the  printing  of  the  second  annual  report  had  been  paid 
for  out  of  this  balance  amounting  to  $934.28  that  there  would 
still  be  remaining  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Railroad 
Commission  on  these  appropriations  for  these  two  years,  the 
sum  of  $47.44.  But  at  the  time  of  the  printing  of  the  second 
annual  report,  which  occurred  in  September,  October  and  No- 
vember in  the  year  1882,  it  was  not  known  and  could  not  be 
known  by  the  Commissioners  and  Governor  that  the  whole  of 
this  appropriation  might  not  be  needed  for  the  other  expenses 
of  the  Commission  during  the  appropriation  year,  which  ended 
Ist  of  March,  1883.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  and 
facts  that  the  Bailroad  Commission  have  not  exceeded  and  in 
fact  not  exhausted  the  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature 
for  their  expenses  by  the  sum  of  $47.44  for  these  two  years, 
even  if  the  printing  of  their  annual  reports  should  have  been 
paid  for  out  of  this  special  appropriation,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  practical  importance  to  the  State,  and  the  State  loses  nothing 
by  it,  one  way  or  the  other,  whether  the  printing  of  this  annual 
report  was  paid  out  of  the  balance  remaining  of  this  special 
appropriation  or  out  of  the  general  printing  fund. 

During  the  third  year  after  the  organization  of  the  Railroad 
Commission  there  remained  unexpended  of  the  appropriation 
of  $500  for  office  expenses  of  the  Commission  the  sum  of 
$93.90,  and  during  the  same  period  there  remained  unexpended 
of  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  other  than 
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office  expenses  the  sum  of  $446.95,  making  an  aggregate  bal- 
ance of  these  two  appropriations  unexpended  amounting  to 
$540.85,  which  it  is  estimated  may  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  for 
the  expenses  of  printing  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Kail- 
road  Commission. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  of  facts  and  figures  and 
this  reference  to  the  general  statutes  on  the  subject,  that  there 
is  at  least  good  ground  for  amending  section  28  of  the  act  en- 
titled an  act,  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  railroad  com- 
panies and  persons  operating  railroads  in  this  State,  approved 
February  26th,  1881,  so  as  to  distinctly  provide  whether  or 
not  the  annual  report  of  the  Bailroad  Commission  shall  be 
printed  when  turned  over  to  tliQ  Governor  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  General  Assembly,  and  whether  if  printed  it  shall  be 
printed  out  of  the  special  appropriation  made  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Bailroad  Commission,  or  whether  it  shall  be  printed  out 
of  the  general  printing  fund. 

Ever}'  law  ought  to  be  clear  and  intelligible,  and  not  suscep- 
tible of  different  constructions. 

We  recommend  that  the  said  28th  section  be  so  amended  as 
to  provide  that  the  annual  report  of  the  Railroad  Commission 
shall  be  printed  when  furnished  to  the  Governor  by  the  Kail- 
road  Commission  to  be  transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  that  the  expenses  of  printing  every  such  report  shall  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  general  printing  fund.  Our  reasons  for 
making  this  recommendation  in  this  form  are  briefly  these :  1st 
The  special  appropriation  made  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bail- 
road  Commission,  of  $500  for  office  expenses  and  $1,000  for 
expenses  other  than  office  expenses  annually,  are  each  moderate 
and  low  appropriations  for  these  purposes,  without  including 
in  them  the  expenses  of  printing  the  annual  reports  of  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners,  and  if  any  portion  of  them  is  not  used  by 
the  Commission  they  remain  in  the  treasury  the  property  of 
the  State,  and  all  expenses'  incurred  by  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sion, like  all  its  other  acts,  are  subject  to  the  inspection  and  re- 
view of  the  General  Assembly  as  a  check  upon  any  extrava- 
gance or  improper  expenditures  by  the  Railroad  Commission  in 
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the  use  of  either  of  these  appropriations.  So  far  the  Railroad 
Commission  have  avoided  incurring  large  expenses  b;  summon- 
ing  witnesses,  and  has  so  shaped  all  its  investigations,  as  far  as 
it  could  possibly  be  done,  as  that  the  expenses  for  paying  for 
the  attendance  of  these  witnesses  has  been  paid  by  parties  mak- 
ing the  complaint,  but  the  Commission  can  never  know  at  what 
time,  nor  to  what  extent,  it  may  be  called  upon  to  make  inves- 
tigations required  by  the  statute  which  would  involve  expenses 
for  summoning  and  attendance  of  witnesses,  that  would  speedily 
absorb  this  appropriation  of  $1,000.  But  the  Commission  thus 
far  by  rigid  economy  have  curtailed  their  expenses  which  might 
easily  have  absorbed  the  balance  of  this  appropriation,  such  as 
traveling  expenses  when  inspecting  railroads  and  depots,  and 
other  duties  of  that  kind.  Besides  which,  the  Commissioners 
are  liable  at  almost  any  time,  in  the  performance  of  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  statute,  to  incur  traveling  i^xpenses  in 
attending'  conventions  of  Railroad  Commissioners,  or  in  con- 
ferring with  Railroad  Commissioners  of  other  States,  in  refer- 
ence to  freight  rates,  passenger  rates,  and  methods  of  operating 
railroads  extending  out  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  other 
States.  We  think  it  would  be  greatly  better  to  have  these  ex- 
penses provided  for  in  this  way  than  to  have  the  Railroad  Com- 
mission cramped  in  these  respects,  and,  as  the  case  might  be, 
even  to  advance  money  themselves  to  summon  witnesses,  or  to 
pay  themselves  other  necessary  expenses,  and  then  to  have  to 
ask  the  General  Assembly  afterwards  for  appropriations  for 
their  individual  relief.  We  can  see  no  rational  and  just  objec- 
tion to  the  law  being  amended  in  the  manner  we  have  recom- 
mended, protected  as  the  Stale  is  by  the  safeguards  to  which 
we  have  referred.  We  have  placed  these  recommendations  in 
the  shape  of  a  bill,  which  is  hereto  attached  as  a  part  of  this 
recommendation . 
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Recx)mmendatiok  No.  1. 

A  BILL 

To  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  section  28  of  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  railroad  companies 
and  persons  operating  railroads  in  this  State,"  approved  Feb- 
ruary 26, 1881. 

Skotion  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Asaemtly  of  Ala- 
hanuij  That  section  28  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  regulation  of  railroad  companies  and  persons  operating 
railroads  in  this  State,"  approved  February  26th,  1881,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  28.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Board  through 
their  Chairman,  shall  make  annual  reports  to  the  Governor,  on, 
or  before  the  first  day  of  November  of  each  year,,  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Legislature,  of  their  doings  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next  preceding,  containing  such 
facts  as  will  disclose  the  actual  working  of  the  railway  system 
in  this  State,  and  such  suggestions  as  to  the  general  railroad 
policy  in  this  State  as  may  seem  to  them  appropriate.  They 
shall  also  submit  such  recommendations  for  further  legislation 
upon  the  subject  of  railroads  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  or 
advisable  for  the  interests  of  the  State.  The  reports  and  rec- 
ommendations herein  provided  for  shall  be  printed  by  the  public 
printer,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  general  printing  fund,  and 
shall  be  so  printed  before  being  transmitted  by  the  Governor 
to  the  Legislature.  The  Governor  shall  determine  what  num- 
ber of  such  reports  shall  be  printed,  and  whether  or  not  the 
same  shall  be  bound  before  being  transmitted  to  the  Legisk- 
ture,  but  the  printing  thereof  shall  be  supervised  by  the  Bail- 
road  Commissioners  and  in  no  event  shall  less  than  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  such  reports  be  so  printed,  nor  more  than  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  same. 
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RESULTS  OF  RAILROAD  SUPERVISION  BY  THE 

STATE. 

The  resnlts  of  Railroad  supervision  by  the  State  have  been 
indicated  by  the  facts  set  out  in  this  report.  We  prefer  that 
these  results  should  be  seen  by  facts  accomplished  instead  of 
by  general  statements  made  by  us.  We  have  continued  to 
administer  the  Statutes  on  this  subject  in  the  same  spirit  and 
with  the  same  purpose  in  view  as  is  stated  on  pages  9L  and  92 
of  our  second  annual  report  to  which  reference  is  here  made. 
The'difficulties  and  embarrassments  by  which  we  have  been 
surrounded  have  been  in  most  instances  inherent  in  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  work  to  be  done,  but  we  have  done  the 
best  we  could  under  all  of  the  circumstances  by  which  we  have 
l)eeu  surrounded,  and  have  endeavored  to  administer  these 
Statutes  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  enacted,  preferring 
to  accomplish  just,  substantial  and  practical  results  to  the  ren- 
dering of  sharp  and  harsh  judgments,  looking  in  every  in- 
stance to  what  we  considered  to  be  the  manifest  justice  and 
equity  of  the  case,  as  shown  by  a  full  survey  of  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  involved.  The  calamities  which  were 
prophesied  by  many  would  occur  to  railroads  from  State  super- 
vision have  not  occurred  ;  but  on  the  contrary  under  this 
supervision  by  the  State,  railroads  have  continued  to  prosper 
more  than  before ;  their  property  has  enhanced  in  value  stead- 
ily; their  accommodations  to  the  public  have  multiplied  and 
increased ;  their  road-beds  have  improved ;  additional  safe- 
guards have  been  thrown  around  the  value  of  their  property, 
and  the  responsibility  of  their  agents  by  the  State ;  and  owing 
to  all  these  causes,  the  owners  of  these  railroads  have  been 
t)enefitted,  and  the  public  have  been  benefitted,  and  the  preju- 
dices which  have  existed  against  railroads,  in  the  popular  mind, 
as  exhibited  even  in  the  jury  boxes  of  the  country,  have  largely 
disappeared.  These  results  have  been  accomplished  by  a  better 
and  more  familiar  understanding  upon  all  the  subjects  involved 
SIS  to  their  respective  rights,  and  duties,  both  to  the  public 
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aiid  to  the  railroads,  and  under  a  proper  and  just  administra* 
tiou,  such  results  will  continue,  and  be  made  more  manifest 
every  year.  W.  L.  BRAGG, 

President  Eailroad  Comraiseion  of  Alabama. 
JAMES  CROOK, 
CHAS.  P.  BALL, 

Associate  Commissionei's. 
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